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16 Prospect wine bar & bistro

16 Prospect Street, Westfield, New Jersey  908.232.7320

Live Music Every Night  30 Wines by the Glass
An Affordable and Approachable Wine List

New York City atmosphere without the Hassle
This Month...

Full Thanksgiving Dinners to go
avoid the trouble and enjoy the day! Pick Up Nov 22 & 23

$10.00 Daily Lunch Special

Now Booking Holiday Parties

Reservations through Rezbook.com
Like us on facebook & sign up for our newsletter at

www.16Prospect.com

                 Changing the World, one glass of wine at a time...

FW Can Implement a Shared Police
Force Without Sacrificing Any Cops

If Re-elected, I Will Devote My Energy
On Holding Line on Fanwood Taxes

Please Exercise Your Right to Vote;
Don’t Automatically Vote Party Line

LoGrippo Promises to Engage Every
Resident in Open, Honest DialogueLetters to the Editor

As the 2011 election season draws to a
close, it has been a pleasure to walk
through Fanwood and speak with every-
one regarding their perspective of
Fanwood, and how we can make it an
even better place to live. I have heard the
most consistent message, please help us
continue to afford to live in this great
community. I understand that in these
difficult economic times, we all need
property tax relief.

I strongly believe that the key to tax
relief lies in the extension of a viable
shared services program at each and ev-
ery opportunity. I know that tax relief is
needed now. If we hold steady to the
plan, we can implement a shared police
force and achieve a more efficient local
government without sacrificing even one
officer patrolling the streets of Fanwood!

In addition to shared services, finding
new ways to increase revenue is readily
available through the completion of our
downtown redevelopment. We have al-
ready seen in increase of over $9 million
in ratables, which contributes an addi-
tional $500,000 in tax revenue without
increasing the burden to our homeowners.

As the current Planning Board chair-
man and a New Jersey land use attorney,
I have been extremely proud to see these
changes and improvements and hold
Fanwood up as a model community for
completing a successful project. There
still is important work to do, and Colleen
Mahr, Russell Huegel and I humbly ask
for your support on November 8th.

Kevin Boris, DEM
Candidate for Fanwood Council

This is the last time, in print, I will be
able to ask you for your vote. I realize that
the majority of you vote along party lines
for the individual whom the party thinks
will best represent the party or the Town
Council. I am asking you to follow your
own self-interest. Vote for the person
whom you believe will best represent
you on the Town Council. There are three
of us running for one seat representing
the Third Ward.

During the campaign, I spoke with
facts and figures, not the party line of
platitudes. I personally believe this is a
wonderful town. I have lived here most
of my life and hope my children will stay
here. This does not mean that this town,
like every other, doesn’t have issues that
need to be addressed. There is no busi-
ness or organization that cannot benefit
from constructive criticism. I have spe-
cifically pointed out overpaid and unnec-
essary positions in various town depart-
ments, resulting in wasteful spending that
I will address when elected.

In matters of transparency, there is
much that can be done. At present, in
court settlements, the town insists on
confidentiality. This should stop. The
town should publicly state it will not rely
on any right it holds for confidentiality.
Discussions with experts on public safety
issues, whether local or independent,
should be open to the public. It would be
difficult for me to imagine any area where
the town has the right to deny the public
full access unless a statute specifically
requires such denial.

At present, the Town Council defends

its reduction of the number of firemen as
a decision that has “no impact on public
safety.” The council has been asked to
show us proof of this and refuses. This is
wrong. The proof should be public be-
fore the decision was implemented. The
Third Ward has seen a drama unfold
under the title of the “Central Ave. pedes-
trian light.” Its planning was mishandled,
and its execution became a farce.

I have consistently stated I am for re-
locating this light to the safer location,
the corner. What is more important is the
treatment received by a resident of the
Third Ward when she first sought help
from the Town Council. She was misdi-
rected and abused. If elected, I would
hope to be a buffer for that citizen and
avoid the extreme position to which the
Town Council has resorted.

I see no problem with open discussion.
I will not see a Republican or Democratic
suggestion at a Town Council meeting. I
will see a good one or a bad one, and will
seek to help the former and amend the
latter. I have no agenda other than to
represent the Third Ward to the best of
my ability. This includes fostering com-
promises when it is in the interest of the
Third Ward and it also includes admit-
ting error if I am wrong.

Please exercise your right to vote, and
please don’t automatically vote a party
line. Vote for yourself by voting for me,
Gregory Kasko, the Independent candi-
date for Westfield Town Council from
the Third Ward.

Gregory Kasko, IND., Candidate
Westfield Council, Ward 3

With only days left before Election
Day, November 8, I look back over the
last few months with great pride and
gratitude. I am thankful for having the
opportunity to publicly serve the resi-
dents of Westfield as Third Ward Coun-
cilman replacing Mark Ciarrocca, who is
now a Superior Court judge.

Thank you to my amazing wife, Maria,
my two children and a supportive family
throughout this campaign. I would also
like to extend a special thanks to all our
good friends in Westfield and the new
friendships made over the past few
months. I am grateful for all the encour-
agement and support.

It is my goal to continue to provide
service to the residents of Westfield that
is rooted in strong leadership and honest
government. As I walk the streets, visit
downtown and talk to residents, I under-
stand what makes this town strong, and
appreciate its prosperity as a community.
We take pride in this town and together
want to keep Westfield the great town
that it is today.

I have heard the ideas of the residents
of the Third Ward and have truly felt their
love for Westfield. I am here for you and
welcome your thoughts and concerns.
With a cogent and sound platform for
moving Westfield forward, I am commit-
ted to being the voice of the residents. I
have heard you. I sincerely value each
and every person’s individual voice and
perspective. I have been open and trans-
parent in providing all residents my home
phone number and e-mail address in an
effort to garner your thoughts and con-
cerns on important issues. I believe the
way to promote change or offer innova-
tive, new strategies is to first engage in
thoughtful dialogues, support decision
making with evidence and always con-
sider all options. I do not take this chal-
lenge lightly.

There is no doubt that we are fortunate
to live in the number one mid-size town
in New Jersey, as recently rated by New
Jersey Monthly Magazine. This distinc-

tion comes because there are dedicated
individuals who work to maintain qual-
ity services and the benefits you deserve
as taxpayers and residents.

Westfield pays far too much in taxes to
Union County. When necessary cuts have
been made to our services, we must con-
sider what else can be done at the county
level to keep more money for Westfield.
If we are asked to do more with less, why
shouldn’t the county be held to that same
standard? I am committed to controlling
town spending so that our seniors and
families can afford to thrive in this great
community. By utilizing my 20 years of
business experience, I have a plan of
action that seeks to make our town even
better than it is today.

As your councilman, I believe in effec-
tive communication, providing an open
and honest dialogue with the mayor, coun-
cil members and individuals working
together to keep our town the best in the
New Jersey. As a member of our Public
Safety Committee, I am committed to
improving traffic and pedestrian safety
in our town, understandably priorities for
keeping Westfield a premier community.

I have worked hard to earn your sup-
port. If elected, I will continue to walk
neighborhoods, visit homes and engage
every resident in open and honest dia-
logue. That is my sincere commitment to
you. Thank you for this opportunity, and
I look forward to continuing my public
service in Westfield’s town government.

In addition, I am honored to continue
the work of Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, and I will
build upon their tradition of leadership
for Westfield’s Third Ward.

For more additional information, please
visit mark.2011.com or facebook.com/
LoGrippo2011.

I ask for your vote on November 8.
Thank you again for all of your friend-
ship and support.

Mark LoGrippo, GOP, Candidate
Westfield Council, Ward 3

Sontz: Council has ‘Done Nothing’
On Roads, ‘Given Up’ on Speeding

It has been a privilege to serve as
councilman for Fanwoodians for the past
three years. There is still important work
to do, which is why I am running for re-
election. Many residents have expressed
their frustrations over property taxes in
our community and I feel the anxiety
many have over this issue.

If re-elected I will devote my energy
and focus on holding the line on taxes by
aggressively pursuing shared services
because that is the quickest way to pro-
vide tax relief and ensuring completion
of our downtown as a source of new
revenue. Together with Mayor Mahr, we
were able to eliminate $240,000 by sim-
ply outsourcing our dispatching alone.
And we can do more. A joint police
department is possible if we focus our
energy and effort toward making it hap-
pen. Since I am a former prosecutor I tend
to view things through a public safety

prism, so I will be insuring that a joint
department provides the excellent ser-
vice and response time people are used
to, at a more efficient cost. With shared
services and downtown redevelopment,
we are on the cusp of something special,
as we continue to grow our business
community, bring new sources of tax
revenue, while making Fanwood a thriv-
ing destination for our families and visi-
tors. Together, with Mayor Mahr and
Kevin Boris, I look forward to moving
Fanwood forward.

Councilman Russell Huegel
Fanwood

Benedict Sights 20-Year Record
In Non-Profit Administration

When I moved to Fanwood, my wife
and I knew we’d be calling Fanwood
home for many years to come. The birth of
my son a couple of years ago made our
resolve even greater. It would be my honor,
and privilege to serve the residents of
Fanwood as your borough councilman.

I am running for council in order to give
my neighbors a choice as to who repre-
sents them when it comes times to make
decisions and lead us all into a brighter
future. Folks in town have questions about
how the borough spends their hard earned
tax dollars. Undoubtedly, these hard work-
ing residents would love to attend all the
council meetings and have their voices
heard on matters that concern them. For
many who commute, or have other com-
mitments it is all too impossible. I offer my
service to them, to be their eyes, ears and
voice on the council.

My professional background in ven-
dor negotiations, budget containment and

leading diverse teams of people will be
an asset to Fanwood as we fight to keep
homeowner taxes as low as possible.
With over 20 years of experience in non-
profit administration working for
Fordham University, I know that if I can
do it for the complex environments at
Fordham, I can do it for Fanwood.

Working together, I know Fanwood’s
best years are ahead. For those of you
who would join me in that undertaking
but don’t have the time, please consider
sending me to the borough council meet-
ings with a seat as a councilman, and I
will represent your needs, address your
families issues and serve in your stead as
we continue to make Fanwood a great
place to live and raise a family. Please
vote for Britt, Benedict and Cole on No-
vember 8, 2011.

Jason Benedict, GOP
Candidate for Fanwood Council

WF Needs Leaders Who Can Build
Teams and Think Outside The Box I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic can-

didate for Westfield Town Council –
Third Ward. This upcoming election on
Tuesday, November 8, is so important
for all of us.

We deserve a town council that is on
our side, listens to what we have to say
about our own neighborhoods, uses com-
mon sense and good judgment in solving
problems, and treats each and every resi-
dent with dignity and respect. We all
know there is no change unless we vote
for it. Please vote for me and the change
we need.

There is just no reason for the town
council to have chosen to keep full-time
pensions for part-time lawyers while cut-
ting crossing guards on Central Avenue.
When the Ferraro’s fire occurred, ladder
trucks from neighboring towns re-
sponded, but Westfield’s ladder truck sat
idle across the street in the North Avenue
Fire Station because of Town Council
policy.

Our town’s fire rating was lowered,
which means we will pay more in insur-
ance premiums. Our firefighters have to
work in violation of safety standards be-

cause of the town council’s staffing policy.
The town’s bond rating was lowered

by Moody’s because the town council
spent down our surplus with no more
one-shot gimmicks left to balance our
budget.

The town council placed the Central
Avenue pedestrian crossing in a confus-
ing location, and now spends precious
town resources defending that misguided
decision instead of just allowing the
county to move it. The town council has
done nothing to improve snow plowing
or basic road maintenance and repair.
The town council has virtually given up
trying to stop speeders.

I promise to work hard for your family
and mine each and every day. I will be
your partner on the town council to im-
prove Westfield and protect what’s im-
portant to us. I hope I can count on you on
Election Day, Tuesday, November 8.

I promise that you can definitely count
on me. For more information, please visit
my website at mattsontz.com.

Matt Sontz, Candidate for Third
Ward, Westfield

I am Greg Romer, the Fourth Ward
Democratic candidate for Westfield Town
Council. I have been a proud resident of
Westfield for over 15 years, where I live
with my two daughters.

I am running for council because I truly
believe I can help Westfield. My profes-
sional expertise, developed through de-
cades of corporate experience, is in help-
ing decision-makers work as a team to
create economical, successful, innovative
solutions to problems. Westfield badly
needs leaders who can build teams, think
outside the box and put stable taxes, a safe
community and quality services first.

First, I will make Westfield’s safety a
priority. When Ferraro’s was on fire, the
Westfield ladder truck sat idle in the
firehouse right across the street. This
same scenario happened in several other
major fires. This is unacceptable, and I
will make sure we can use our ladder
truck again.

Second, parking and traffic conditions
around the high school have become un-
bearable. A number of good solutions

have been proposed over the course of
seven years. I will make sure we imple-
ment the best solution as soon as possible.

Third, we must make city government
transparent and accountable. Many deci-
sions about our town are being made
behind closed doors, and we don’t know
the ramifications of these decisions until
it’s too late. We have a lot of intelligent
people in town who can provide valuable
input into how their tax dollars are being
spent. I will ensure that as many of our
committee and budget meetings as pos-
sible are held in open forums.

Please vote for me on Tuesday, No-
vember 8. If elected, I promise to work
tirelessly to represent your interests and
the best interests of our town while keep-
ing taxes down. Westfield is a great town,
but we can make it better. Let me work
with you to make that happen. For more
information, please visit
gregromer2011.com.

Greg Romer, Candidate for
Westfield Council, Fourth Ward
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