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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lusk – Lazy; idle
2. Tuberon – A shark
3. Piligerous – Covered with hair
4. Braccate – Having feathers which

conceal the feet and legs

REREDEMAIN
1. Sleight of hand; trickery
2. Armor for the part of the arm above

the elbow
3. In military usage, the beat of a drum,

summoning to arms
4. A backhanded stroke

TINNITUS
1. A whistling or ringing in the ear
2. Gaudy and superficial
3. A skin disease caused by a fungus;

ringworm
4. Crude borax

LOUP-GAROU
1. A small globular vessel of polished

brass
2. A gold coin of France, first struck in

1640, in the reign of Louis XIII
3. In aviation, a downward spiral
4. A werewolf

GRAMARYE
1. Elements or rudiments of any sub-

ject
2. Great thanks; formerly used to ex-

press thankfulness with surprise
3. Grief; misery
4. Magic, wizardry

Joe Britt Vows to Change the Way
Fanwood Manages Its Tax Dollars

Cole Promises to Work Hard to
Keep Fanwood A Family Hometown

Thank You, WF Flag
Football, for Fundraiser

On behalf of the Foundation for Dia-
betes Research (FDR), we extend our
thanks to the entire Westfield Flag Foot-
ball program and, in particular, John
Dugan and George Lanzano, who have
always worked so hard to promote our
efforts.

The FDR is a New Jersey-based orga-
nization run largely by parents of chil-
dren diagnosed with juvenile (Type 1)
diabetes. FDR’s annual bake sale
fundraiser, held on October 22 during
flag football, was again a success. The
money raised goes directly toward re-
search grants focused on finding a cure.
Recent grant recipients include the Uni-
versity of Miami School of Medicine,
Cedars Sinai Medical Center in Califor-
nia and Columbia Presbyterian Medical
Center.

We were also fortunate to receive gen-
erous contributions from Rockn’ Joe
Coffeehouse, Bagel Chateau, Manhattan
Bagel, Dunkin’ Donuts and Philly Pret-
zel Factory. We appreciate their support
and that of the entire community.

The Decker Family
Westfield

Todisco Calls Herself
A Statesman?

In reading Sara Todisco’s letter to the
editor published last week, I found it
difficult to believe that Sara, at the age of
22, with six months experience as a
Garwood Council member, would com-
pare herself to a “statesman.”

According to Wikipedia, “A states-
man is usually a politician or other no-
table public figure who has had a long
and respected career in politics or gov-
ernment at the national and international
level. As a term of respect, it is usually
left to supporters or commentators to use
the term.”

Gene Jannotti
Garwood

FW Resident Asks: ‘Shouldn’t We Close
Our CO2-Created Hole in the Sky?’

Peeney Appreciates
Mahr’s Leadership

For five years, up until this past June,
I had the pleasure of serving as the Presi-
dent of the Fanwood Seniors Club. Dur-
ing this time, I had the opportunity of
working very closely with Mayor Col-
leen Mahr on many issues that affected
Fanwood senior citizens.

I want to express my deep appreciation
for all that she has done to advance issues
important to our members. Through
Mayor Mahr’s leadership, the town has
cooperated in every way to provide sup-
port for the needs and activities of the
Fanwood Seniors.

She frequently attended our meetings
to keep us informed of all community
events and spent time reviewing impor-
tant municipal budget issues as well as
reporting the progress being made with
the downtown and shared services.

Now I want to publicly endorse Col-
leen for Mayor and her running mates,
Councilman Russell Huegel and Plan-
ning Board Chairman Kevin Boris, for
council. She supported us; now let us
support her and her team on Tuesday,
November 8. Let’s get out and vote.

James Peeney
Fanwood

Muller Says Freeholder Candidates
Need to Get Their Priorities Straight

During my 22 years in Fanwood, I
have seen young families move into my
neighborhood as well as throughout the
borough. With good schools to educate
our children, a good police force to pro-
tect our families and the volunteer fire
and rescue services to respond to any
emergency, new residents are a sign of a
healthy community.

However, the economy and our high
property taxes are changing that picture.

With an abysmal job and housing mar-
ket, borough hall needs to be more re-
sponsive to the financial challenges that
our families face and the considerations
of prospective homebuyers.

Consistent municipal tax increases,
amounting to a 38-percent increase in the
last five years, and $6 million in bonds
and loans to be paid with future tax
increases, show that the current leader-
ship has grown out of touch with today’s
economic realities.

They have been running borough hall

for the last eight years, and now it’s time
for a change.

I am running for mayor to change the
way borough hall manages our tax dol-
lars. We must reduce the borrowing and
the current spending in order to hold
down tax increases. During my door-to-
door visits, you have also told me that we
also have to improve the responsiveness
to citizens’ complaints and requests for
service.

My running mates for borough coun-
cil, Jason Benedict and Nicole Cole, are
newer residents who share my concern
for the long-term future of Fanwood.
Together, we offer a change in borough
hall and a commitment to work hard to
keep this community safe and affordable
for our residents and attractive to pro-
spective homebuyers.

We would appreciate your vote for
change – on November 8.

Joe Britt, GOP
Candidate for Mayor of Fanwood

Dear Readers, I am privileged to have
this opportunity to run for Fanwood Bor-
ough Council and represent my commu-
nity and neighbors.

My husband and I were proud to pur-
chase our home in Fanwood and strongly
believe our sense of community would
be hard to find anywhere else. There are
not many towns where you can find neigh-
bors pumping 20 inches of water from
your basement after a hurricane or turn-
ing five days without power into nightly
neighborhood cookouts. Whether you’ve
been here for 30 years or four years,
Fanwood is home, and the future of
Fanwood is important to me.

However, our American dream is be-
ing challenged by a troubled economy
and rising property taxes. If elected to
Borough Council, I will work hard to
keep Fanwood a family hometown and
affordable for seniors. I will commit to
preserving our community, while not
forgetting the financial challenges many
face to stay in Fanwood. With your busy

lives and obligations, many of you don’t
have time to attend monthly council meet-
ings. I will use all available means to
communicate the council’s actions and
provide you with a forum to tell us how to
make your life in Fanwood better.

I offer my academic credentials and
professional experience to serve you. My
background includes a law degree from
The Catholic University of America,
English degree from the University of
Nebraska, experience as legal counsel for
the New Jersey Senate Minority Office,
attorney for local municipalities, and cur-
rently, analyzing legislation. This has
prepared me to face the challenges of the
office and be a strong advocate for the
residents of Fanwood.

I humbly ask for your vote on Novem-
ber 8 for Joe Britt for Mayor, Jason
Benedict and Nicole Cole for Fanwood
Borough Council.

Thank you,

Nicole Cole, GOP
Candidate for Fanwood Council

(Editor’s note: This comes in response
to an e-mail from Rep. Leonard Lance)

Congressman Lance:
Am I reading correctly that you and

other U.S. lawmakers are working to stop
other countries from charging our air-
lines a carbon tax or allowing our airlines
to pay such?

Does this mean the U.S. would not
follow other country rules or force our
planes to not serve countries with a car-
bon tax (increase)?

Thus, the legislature would decide the
economy or lack of it of our airlines by

trying to not have them pay for their
pollution.

I think this would inhibit pollution
reduction when we should be accelerat-
ing. And would you then tell all indus-
tries to forget pollution reduction?

The TRAIN Act also relates to these
choices and thoughts. Someone today
said we already are too late in closing our
CO2-created hole in the sky! Should we
not be working on closing this hole?!

Harry McNally Jr.
Fanwood

In the October 27 issue of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, the three Demo-
cratic Freeholder candidates claim that
they have “The Right Priorities” for Union
County. Really? That is not apparent to
us taxpayers.

The present Board of Freeholders could
not manage the infamous MusicFest and
assured unlimited demand for taxpayer
funds for some 700 county employees for
lifetime medical benefits.

They spent money on artificial grass,
spent millions of dollars on Galloping
Hill Golf Course capital projects, ignored
open-government rules, suffered various
lawsuits and experienced federal investi-
gations.

They served with a resigned and politi-
cally connected county manager, along
with a former Freeholder who, as Rahway
mayor, tried improperly to hire his wife.
To top it off, this board has raised my
town’s property taxes almost 7 percent.

This board completely ignored the state
mandate of 2 percent, has complete disre-
gard for the taxpayers and has not earned
my vote. In fact, over the last 12 years,
Scotch Plains county taxes have increased
nine times in excess of the average infla-
tion rate for each year.

Should you want more reasons for a
change, go to this web site:
didyouknowuc.com. Then ask yourself,
are we receiving the best representation
on the county level?

They talk about how they created jobs
and are protecting jobs. Well, all three
Democrats are longtime government
workers. In fact, Freeholder Estrada was

the manger of the Elizabeth MVC office,
till it closed; he has been on numerous
other boards with 12 years as a free-
holder.

Freeholder Hudak has one year of free-
holder experience, managed the Rahway
MVC and is knee-deep in the Linden
Democratic political machine. The third
Democrat Vernell Wright, is a retired
Union school principal. Yes, they are
protecting jobs, their pensions, medical
benefits and the like. Which we pay for!

Union County residents, ask yourselves
are you better off with the present Union
County Freeholders? How many of us
have greater county taxes than municipal
taxes? Have they earned your vote?

Yes, they have their priorities straight,
and that is to maintain the gravy train and
their jobs with the salaries and benefits
associated with the freeholder position.

We must really consider the other can-
didates – for a fresh view and one that is
not run from the existing party’s back
room.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Without Supportive Council Members,
Progress is Not Assured in Fanwood

Elections matter, and in Fanwood they
can be decided by as little as 10 votes
which is why Tuesday’s election for
Fanwood mayor and council is impor-
tant. With so many significant projects
hanging in the balance, the direction of
shared services and the completion of our
downtown I am appealing to you to sup-
port the team of Mahr, Huegel and Boris.

We represent the true cross-section of
what being a Fanwoodian is all about.
We are parents, with seven children
among us; active volunteers, in addition
to our municipal roles; small business
owners, experts in local government and
have the experience, vision and passion
to guide Fanwood into the future.

Serving as your mayor has been a
wonderful honor and I am proud of our
accomplishments together. Every day I
smile as I drive South Avenue and see the
attractive new buildings, which stand fully
occupied with small business owners and
residents who proudly say they live and

work in downtown Fanwood.
I know property tax relief is on

everyone’s mind, which is why I fought
for responsible redevelopment. Today,
Fanwood enjoys more than $9 million of
new ratables, and anticipates $500,000 in
new revenue annually, with more to fol-
low.

Shared services is another route to tax
relief and I stand shoulder to shoulder
with Police Chief Trigo when I say that
we can create a joint police department
with Scotch Plains without compromis-
ing safety and security.

But nothing is done alone; and without
supportive council members, progress is
not assured. Redevelopment languished
for years without progress. There is more
work to be done. On November 8th I need
you to elect myself, Russ Huegel and
Kevin Boris so we can continue the
Fanwood’s forward progress.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
Candidate for Re-election

When You Needed Me, I was There As Your Councilman
It has been my pleasure to serve the

people of the Fourth Ward as your town
councilman. This is a volunteer job; yet,
I treat it no differently or less important
than any other responsibility of my life.
In my time on council, I have worked
hard to be there for you when you needed
me. I take pride in my achievements and
bring to this election a record of commit-
ment, service to my community and, most
importantly, results.

Being a Westfield councilman is a
serious obligation. Citizens of the Fourth
Ward, when making your choice on Elec-
tion Day, remember that whenever you
needed me, I was there. Eight years ago,
overdevelopment was running rampant
in Westfield and destroying the character
of neighborhoods and our town. I was
there for you when I succeeded in com-
pleting, and ultimately passing, land-use
legislation that will preserve the charac-
ter of Westfield for decades to come.

After nearly a decade of little or no
progress, I made it my mission to stop the
train whistle on Rahway Avenue at our
border with Clark. I worked with the
federal government, lobbied Congress
and fought Conrail until finally, the quiet
zone was implemented and the train
whistle went silent. When the State of
New Jersey decided to consider the con-
struction of a 150-foot cell tower in our
backyards at the Westfield Armory, I
was there for you. I worked with our state
representatives to stop the cell tower and
protect the character of the neighbor-
hood and our quality of life.

Since being elected, I have worked
hard to promote and protect your inter-
ests. When you needed a sign on your
street, I was there. When you needed a
drain cleared, I was there. When you a
needed a tree trimmed, a pothole filled or
a question answered, I was there. My
initial goals of preserving the character

of Westfield, holding the line on taxes,
and focusing on traffic safety continue to
be the core principles of my tenure on
council. I have been there for you since I
was elected to office in 2003, and if re-
elected, I renew my commitment to rep-
resent your interests, and to continue my
work to keep Westfield the wonderful
place that we call home.

Whatever the issue, whether big or
small, I have been there for you. Now, on
Election Day, please be there for me. I
ask for your vote because now more than
ever, good government must continue in
Westfield. It has been my honor to serve
as your town councilman and I hope that
you will allow me to continue my service
to you. For more information, please visit
foerst2011.com.

James Foerst, GOP Candidate
Westfield Council, Ward 4

GOTTA LUV THOSE
HANGIN’ CHADS

VOTE
NOV. 8

“Reading Is Good For You”
editor@goleader.com

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

‘Off-Year’ Election to Decide
Party Control in FW, CR, Spr.

This Tuesday, November 8, is Election Day in
New Jersey, where many important races will be
decided – from mayoral races in Fanwood,
Kenilworth and Summit to council races that will
decide which political party controls the governing
bodies in Fanwood, Cranford and Springfield. The
Cranford and Springfield races will also decide
which party holds the mayor’s office. There are also
competitive races in three of the four wards on the
Westfield Town Council.

Voters will also be asked to decide the fate of a
non-binding ballot question. That question asks if
sports betting on college and professional sports
should be legalized in the state and allowed at
Atlantic City casinos and at current and former
racetracks (see story on page 2).

While most voters are focused on the qualifica-
tions of the candidates, political control is a factor
for the insiders. If Republicans take control in
Cranford, Fanwood or Springfield, their party would
then have direct control of paid appointments such
as town attorneys, planning and zoning board attor-
neys, municipal judges (when their terms expire)
and, for those that have one, bond counsel. Last year,
for instance, Garwood and Cranford appointed new
town attorneys, as Republicans took control of
Garwood while Democrats won back the majority in
Cranford. A change of majority party also impacts
non-paid appointments such as planning boards and
recreation commissions.

While many talk party politics, in Westfield, an
Independent candidate embroiled in a three-way

Third Ward race has said he has no one to answer to
if he is elected – other than the voters. Council
control will not be a factor in Westfield, as the GOP
maintains a 7-1 council majority as well as the
mayor’s office.

There are also council races in Berkeley Heights,
Hillside, Plainfield, Roselle Park, Linden and
Winfield.

At the state level, Democrats control both houses
of the State Legislature, 24-16 in the Senate and 47-
33 in the General Assembly, meaning the GOP
would have to pick up five seats in the Senate and
eights seats in the Assembly to regain the majorities
it had in the 1990’s. Gerrymandering has resulted in
only a handful of competitive races in the 40 legis-
lative districts statewide.

Three seats are also up for grabs on the ballot for
the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
Democrats have controlled all nine seats on the
board since 1998.

Although the experts are calling this an “off-year”
election, we urge voters to go to the polls and let their
voices be heard.

A Word From Our Sponsors
This newspaper edition, which celebrates our free-

dom and duty to vote, is made possible by you, our
valued subscribers and advertisers. Those seeking
public office in this region have worked tirelessly to
reach you, to converse with you and to hear your
views. Please vote.

Thank you to all candidates and good luck. For those
of you who are not subscribers, please come on board.


