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Election Campaign 2011

Municipal Salaries Range From $1
To $132 K; $0 to $25 K Health Plans

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

(Republished from August 4 and 11, 2011)

Over the summer, we gathered in-
formation from all 21 municipal
clerks in Union County on the com-
pensation paid to mayors and council
members, if they receive paid health
benefits and whether these positions
are eligible for pension credits. We
submitted OPRA (Open Public
Records Act) requests to all 21 towns.
(Kenilworth’s was through a gen-
eral-information form on the
borough’s website. We also sent a
follow-up letter and questions.)

The answers we received were quite
different in terms of how clerks inter-
preted our requests. Fanwood Bor-
ough Clerk Eleanor McGovern was
quick to fax back our list of questions
by saying the mayor and council are
paid a dollar a year and do not receive
health-care coverage or a pension.
Yet, some clerks called us to say our
request was not for a specific docu-
ment, and therefore, there was no
time deadline to provide the informa-
tion to us. OPRA requires govern-
ments to provide an answer within
seven business days of receipt of the
request. Most of the towns have re-
sponded, although we have a few
follow-up questions related to health-
care costs.

Pension eligibility for elected offi-
cials changed in 2008 to a 401(k)-type
system called Defined Benefits Con-
tribution System (DBCS) from the old
Public Employees Retirement Sys-
tem (PERS), whereby officials must
now earn at least $7,500 to qualify for
DBCS. The previous amount was
$1,500, but anyone still in the system
is grandfathered at the old rate.

Elected officials in Westfield,
Fanwood, Summit and Winfield do
not receive compensation. We did
not receive responses from Berkeley
Heights and Kenilworth.

In Clark, Mayor Sal Bonaccorso
receives a salary of $12,240 and health
benefits totaling $22,146. The seven
township council members receive
$6,120 each, with the council presi-
dent, currently Alvin Barr, getting
$6,324. Four council members re-
ceive health benefits. They are as
follows: Angel Albanese, $21,352;
Brian Toal, $12,076; Mr. Barr, $5,425,
and Sheila Whiting, $21,352.

Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach’s
stipend is $2,818, with the four mem-
bers of the township committee paid
$2,557. They do not receive health-
care benefits nor do they receive pen-
sion credits.

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage’s
salary is $132,186, but he gets a 3.5-
percent raise per year, which hiked
his pay from $123,397 in 2009. His
salary will be $136,812 next year.
The nine city council members also
receive raises each year. They cur-
rently earn $29,244, with the council
president making $32,168. Their sala-
ries have increased from $25,244 in
2009. The mayor and council mem-
bers also are eligible for health-care
coverage. No information was pro-
vided as to who is in the plan and their
costs. Elizabeth participates in the
New Jersey State Health Benefits
Program (NJSHBP). NJSHBP rates
range from $6,324 for single cover-
age, $14,400 for a couple, $16,000
for a family plan and $9,000 for a
parent-child plan.

In addition to providing information,
including the salary ordinance (as some
towns did), the city included a copy of
the roster of city officials for 2010.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
and the four council members receive
$6,000 each. One council member
receives health-care coverage of
$25,000 a year. When asked via e-
mail to specify which council mem-
ber gets this benefit, Township Clerk
Bonnie Lacina responded: “Under
Section 10 of OPRA, health benefits
information is not disclosable, includ-
ing the person or persons receiving the
health benefits. This would also be a
HIPA (Health Information Privacy
Act) violation. What may be disclosed
is an individual’s name, title, position,
salary, payroll record, length of ser-
vice, date of separation and the reason
therefore, and the amount and type of
any pension received.”

In Garwood, Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi is paid $1,800, with the
six council members receiving a sti-
pend of $1,500 each. Borough coun-
cil members do not receive health
insurance or pension credits. In Hill-
side, the mayor, Joseph Menza, re-
ceives $10,000 a year, while the eight
council members are paid $7,000
each. The mayor receives a $12,528
health-care package, while one coun-
cil member (not specified in the
OPRA response) has a $22,272
health-care plan.

According to the New Jersey As-
sembly Republican Office in Tren-
ton, for towns that participate in the
State Health Benefits Program, such
as Garwood, legislation signed into
law in March 2010 restricts health-
care coverage to elected and ap-
pointed officials who work at least 35
hours a week. Officials who were
already serving prior to May 22, 2010
“are grandfathered as long as they
continue in their currently eligible

positions.”
While Berkeley Heights did not

submit a written response to our
OPRA request, it has budgeted $4,000
in salary for the mayor, Joseph Bruno,
and $21,000, or $3,500 each, for sala-
ries for six council members. Spring-
field Mayor Hugh Keffer receives a
$4,000 stipend, while the four town-
ship committee members are paid
$3,500 each. Springfield did not send
a response on health-care coverage.

Linden’s 10 city council members
are paid $17,707 each, with the coun-
cil president paid $20,559, while one
council member is taking 10 percent
less, amounting to $15,936. Mayor
Richard Gerbounka earns $67,027 and
receives health benefits of $10,480 as
a Linden Police Department retiree.
Two council members (not specified
in the OPRA response, the city  citing
HIPA – Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act – rules)  have
health coverage. One member has a
family-plan package of $16,628, of
which $5,000 is deducted from that
individual’s wages per a city resolu-
tion. Another council member pays
for his own vision, dental and pre-
scription plans offered through the
city’s health-insurance plan.

New Providence Mayor Brooke
Hern’s salary is $6,000, with six council
members receiving $4,500 each. They
do not receive any health benefits. Roselle
Park Mayor Joe Accordi is paid $10,392,
with the six council members paid $8,094
each. They also do not receive paid
health-care benefits.

Plainfield Mayor Sharon Robinson-
Briggs is paid $35,000, with the seven
council members getting $9,000 each.
Health-care coverage is as follows:
Mayor Robinson-Briggs, $8,198;
Council President Annie McWilliams,
$8,362; Councilman Adrian Mapp,
$4,296 (he receives a health-care
waiver incentive), and Councilwoman
Bridget Rivers, $11,466. The four other
council members do not take health
benefits.

While Plainfield Deputy Clerk In-
dia Cole did not cite HIPA rules, she
did charge the newspaper 10 cents
per OPRA regulation fees. “So you
clearly see, I don’t make this up.
$0.05 [per page, two pages total]! It
was reduced (underlined) from
$0.75,” Ms. Cole wrote.

Rahway Mayor Rick Proctor is com-
pensated at $64,273 per year, while
the eight council members garner
$7,885 per year and the council presi-
dent, $9,486. “The mayor and council
members receive health insurance, but
only six members take (depending on
their outside employment),” Deputy
Clerk Jeffrey Jotz said.

Three members of the governing
body have couple plans at $14,965
per year each, and two members have
single plans, costing $6,651 each.
The deputy clerk did not provide
information on who has which plan,
although we have sent a follow-up e-
mail requesting this information.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli receives a $2,836 stipend,
with the six members of the borough
council making $1,418 each. No in-
formation was provided on health-
care coverage. Councilman Glenn
Mortimer waived his council salary,
as he said he did not feel he should
collect two government paychecks.
He also works for Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th).

In Roselle, Mayor Garrett Smith is
paid $12,000, while the six council
members are compensated at $9,012
annually.

We also asked for the following
documents: 1. Copy of document,
ordinance, resolution, or health in-
surance contract detailing health ben-
efits paid to mayor and borough coun-
cil members; 2. Copy of document
and or communication detailing pen-
sion credits accrued by mayor and
borough council.

Roselle Municipal Clerk Rhona
Bluestein said her office’s computers
were off-line at the time, preventing
her from either e-mailing or faxing
additional information per our
request.In a response e-mailed Tues-
day, she stated that concerning our
first question: “Following a review of
borough records maintained by the
Clerk’s office, in addition to advise-
ment from the appropriate borough
officials in other offices, no records
have been located which are respon-
sive to your request at this time. In the
event that records are so furnished to
me and deemed responsive to your
request, I will provide same to you
promptly.”

Concerning pension credits, she said
our request was “non-specific, unclear,
and overly broad.” In addition, she said
“certain personnel or pension records
are not disclosable records under
OPRA,” and “without further clarifica-
tion as to which specific records you
are seeking, the borough has no way of
knowing if any disclosable records exist
responsive to your request,” thus our
request was “denied.”

Union Township Committee mem-
bers, of which there are four, receive
$16,550 each, with the mayor, cho-
sen annually by the governing body,
making $19,924. We did not receive
information on health-care coverage.

NJ Public to Decide Fate
Of Sports Betting on Tuesday

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STATE — A ballot question on Tues-
day asks voters whether sports betting
at Atlantic City casinos and state race-
tracks, for professional sports and col-
lege games, should be permitted. Bets
would not be permitted to be placed
on New Jersey college teams regard-
less of the game’s location.

Even if the measure to amend the
Constitution passes, it is non-bind-
ing. The state must challenge a 1992
federal ban on sports betting called
the Professional Amateur Sports Pro-
tection Act, which bans sports bet-
ting in all states and the District of
Columbia, except for Nevada, Mon-
tana, Delaware and Oregon.

At the time of the act’s passage, New
Jersey was granted an exemption, and
allowed a one-year window in which to
decide if it wanted sports betting. That
window of opportunity passed, and
that option was no longer valid.

If the voters approve the measure,
the state will still have to challenge
the federal ban, with the strength of
the voting public behind the action.

In March of this year, U.S. District
Court Judge Garrret Brown dismissed
a suit filed by State Senator (D-20,
Elizabeth) Raymond Lesniak on be-
half of the State of New Jersey and
several gaming companies. Gover-

nor Chris Christie had declined to be
a part of the suit as long as a federal
ban was still ongoing.

Judge Brown said the voters have
not weighed in on the issue. Sen.
Lesniak said the decision to dismiss
and this new amendment, if approved,
would open the door to overturn what
he called the “unconstitutional ban”
in the courts. The law firm of Weiner-
Lesniak of Florham Park has handled
the legalities pro-bono.

Sen. Lesniak also said “much-
needed revenue is being lost here in
New Jersey, where we could use the
profits of legalized sports gaming for
projects which recently suffered cut-
backs, such as urban aid and women’s
health.”

The National Football League has
repeatedly said it was against legaliz-
ing sports betting for fear of jeopar-
dizing the integrity of the game.

For those who have a moral opposi-
tion to the measure, or are concerned
about addiction to gambling, Sen.
Lesniak said that a portion of the state
profits from gambling would go to
programs treating gambling addiction.

Activity at the state racetracks and
Atlantic City has steadily declined.
Proponents of the amendment are
looking to bring more jobs to New
Jersey and match the competition in
Pennsylvania and Delaware.

Bramnick Supports
Extending NYC Subway

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Conference Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) has said he was
encouraged by recent remarks made
by New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg that extending the city’s
No. 7 subway to Secaucus was “some-
thing where the economics make
sense.” Governor Chris Christie has
indicated he was also receptive to the
proposal, stating New Jersey would
“do our share” if New York State and
the City contribute to the financing.

“A project that benefits both sides
of the Hudson River – and where
costs are shared between both states
and the federal government – is a
much better option than the ARC
(Access to the Region’s Core) Tunnel
project,” Mr. Bramnick said. “Gover-
nor Christie made a wise decision to
derail a multi-billion project that
would have placed a huge financial
burden on New Jersey’s commuters.
The No. 7 subway project is more
practical and fair to everyone.”

Rare Oct. Snow Storm Shuts
Roads, Knocks Out Power

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION – Two months after Hur-
ricane Irene caused widespread flood-
ing and power outages, local towns
experienced downed tree limbs and

thousands of power outages follow-
ing a snowstorm on Saturday, Octo-
ber 29, days before Halloween.

On Monday, schools were open in
Westfield, but officials in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood delayed classes until 10 a.m.,
while schools in Berkeley Heights,
Clark, Cranford, Mountainside and
Summit were closed.

As of Monday night, 385,000
homes in New Jersey were without
power, including 27,000 in Union
County. The storm dumped around
five inches of heavy snow on top of
still mostly bloomed trees, causing
limbs to crack and fall, taking down
utility wires in the process.

The storm caused many cancella-
tions, including the Westfield Hal-
loween parade scheduled for Sunday
and door-to-door trick-or-treating in
Mountainside on Halloween.
Mountainside has rescheduled Hal-
loween for Friday, November 4.
Schools were also shut in the bor-
ough on Monday. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood parade in Fanwood went
on as planned on Halloween.

As of Monday, Union County parks
and facilities, with the exception of
Warinanco Park and skating center, were
closed, including Trailside Nature &
Science Center and the Watchung Stables
due to power outages. A dedication cer-
emony for the new waterwheel and ga-
zebo restoration at Echo Lake Park was
also cancelled for Tuesday.

The county reported road closures
in the Watchung Reservation for Tracy
Drive, from Deer Path to the Reser-
vation circle; the circle to Summit
Road, and Glenside Avenue from Sky
Top Drive to Route 78 as of Monday
afternoon due to blocked roads from
fallen tree limbs.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly,
who also serves as the town’s emer-
gency management coordinator, told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
his department responded to 250
weather-related calls. He said most
major arteries, including Rahway
Avenue, were now open.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Leader/Times on Monday that the
impact of downed trees and power
outages was “very bad” in the bor-
ough. She said some 700 homes lost
power. That number was down to 294
as of Monday afternoon. Scotch Plains
reported that as of Monday, 1,251
customers were still without power.

PSE&G reported on Sunday that
between 5,000 and 10,000 homes
were without power in Westfield, as
were between 500 and 2,000 homes
in Cranford and Mountainside, as
well as under 500 in Garwood. Ninety
percent of Berkeley Heights was also
without electricity.

“There are still large tree limbs
entangled in power lines down around
town. PSE&G has crews in town
working around the clock,” Westfield
officials said in a message posted on
the town’s website on Monday. The
DPW is continuing to clear downed
branches and trees. “Twice as many
fell than did during Hurricane Irene,”
the town said in its statement.

WF Police Arrest Two for Burglaries
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —Westfield Police
arrested James Reardon, 3rd, 20, and
Travis Cassett, 21, both of Westfield,
on October 26 for burglary and mul-
tiple other charges after a series of
burglaries in Westfield.

According to Police Captain David
Wayman, one of the suspects was ap-
prehended fleeing the scene of a bur-
glary on Embree Crescent, and the
other was arrested shortly after. An
alert individual notified police of sus-
picious individuals in her neighbor-
hood, leading to the arrest of both men.

“During the arrest, police recov-
ered a large amount of jewelry and
numerous pieces of other property
that are believed to be proceeds from
previous burglaries,” Capt. Wayman
said.

Capt. Wayman told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that the pair
has been charged with the burglary to
two houses on Embree Crescent, but
will likely be charged with others as
the investigation continues. “We can’t
connect them to all, but we can con-
nect them to Embree Crescent,” Capt.
Wayman said. Police have contacted
four homeowners to notify them that
they were the victims of robbery.
“While some property has been iden-
tified and connected to other burglar-
ies, a large amount remains un-
claimed,” Capt. Wayman said.

“Residents familiar with Reardon
and Cassett are asked to check their
property, as not all burglaries are
forced entry,” Capt. Wayman said.

He stated that the majority of burglar-
ies occur during the day, and re-
minded residents to always lock their
doors. “Residents need to look out
for each other and report suspicious
behavior to police.”

Cassett, charged with burglary, at-
tempted burglary, possession of sto-
len property and possession of nar-
cotic paraphernalia, was released on
$25,000 bail. Reardon, charged with
burglary, criminal mischief, posses-
sion of narcotics and possession of
narcotic paraphernalia, was trans-
ported to the Union County jail in
lieu of $25,000 bail.

Capt. Wayman stated that Scotch
Plains Chief Brian Mahoney did not
have any reports of burglaries that
might be related to the case.

Police ask residents to check for
missing jewelry, or other property, as
you may have been the victim of a
burglary; contact Sgt. Joseph
Costanzo at (908) 789-6086.

CONGRATULATIONS...On October 27, the Law and Justice faculty of Rider
University presented Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield, right, with the
annual Law and Justice Distinguished Achievement Award. Past recipients of the
award have included Womanspace, Amnesty International USA, Patrick Budd
of New Jersey Legal Services, Linda Feinberg, Lorry Post of New Jerseyans for
a Death Penalty Moratorium and David Feige of the Bronx Defenders.

Research The Candidates
Online at goleader.com, research

the candidates, read past newspaper
articles, view video interviews and
take the informal poll.

Reading is good for you.
Vote Tuesday, November 8.

Looking Under The Hood


