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added, “I consider myself its chief cheer-
leader.” Mr. Britt said it is “important to
have the perspective of a working person in
the mayor’s office;” citing his experience
in working with government agencies and
other organizations.

Mayor Mahr and Mr. Britt were then
asked about creating additional funding
sources. Mayor Mahr said, “We have to
reinvent what we do.” The mayor also said
“revenues need to be self-sustaining,” point-
ing to the success of local recreation pro-
grams. Mr. Britt questioned the need for
the borough to maintain a $750,000 sur-
plus in its budget and have “that much
money not dedicated [for other purposes]
while borrowing.” He suggested, “That’s

what’s feeding our tax increases.”
Both candidates were then asked for

their positions on merging versus sharing
services with Scotch Plains. Mr. Britt com-
mented, “We have to continue shared ser-
vices,” as the borough has been doing, but
he said discussions of a potential police
department merger “is concerning.” Mr.
Britt cited the need to “get the facts on paper
and share them with the public.” Mayor
Mahr said, “We are [going] in the right
direction [on shared services],” adding,
“We can have a joint police department and
will be just as safe as we are today.” The
mayor indicated that “shared services is the
way to go,” as opposed to a full municipal
merger.

Regarding downtown redevelopment,
Mayor Mahr said, “Fanwood is now a state
model of how to do redevelopment in New
Jersey.” She said membership in the
Fanwood Business and Professional Asso-
ciation is at a “historic high” and that the
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of developing an operational plan for a
joint police department. The mayor
noted that although the proposed cost
savings still needs to be determined,
“We’re on a good path as far as I’m
concerned.”

The governing body also discussed a
letter from a local citizens group –
known as Courage to Reconnect – try-
ing to pursue the consolidation of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. The group
reportedly is gathering signatures on a
petition in an effort to advance the
issue with an eye toward putting it on
the ballot; state law spells out a process
for validating the signatures within a
set period of time.

“We have great concern about some
misleading statements being made [by
Courage to Reconnect],” said Mayor
Mahr. But, the mayor added, she thinks
the group’s “underlying nature is to
reduce property taxes” which is “on
everybody’s mind regardless of how

you think we should get there.”
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis indi-

cated that much of the group’s letter to
the borough “is inaccurate,” adding
“we’re years away” from potentially
getting the consolidation issue onto the
ballot. “We’ll be doing our due dili-
gence for the residents,” said Mayor
Mahr.

In other business, the governing body
approved on second reading an ordi-
nance that rolls back construction fees
to $25 per permit for residents repair-
ing damage caused by Hurricane Irene.
In addition, Councilman Russell Huegel
reported that the borough’s leaf collec-
tion program has been put on hold tem-
porarily in favor of brush pickup fol-
lowing the recent surprise snowstorm.

Mr. Huegel said brush pickup and
tree pruning by Fanwood’s public works
crews started Tuesday and will con-
tinue “until it’s gone,” at which point
leaf collection will resume.
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The governing body also discussed a
proposal to potentially ban drivers from
making left turns into the recycling
center on North Avenue. “Apparently,
there’s an issue of [traffic] backups
there…and the potential for accidents,”
explained Borough Clerk/Administra-
tor Eleanor McGovern.

“I don’t agree with it…it’s never
been an issue,” said Council President
Joan Wheeler, suggesting that banning
left turns would mean driving to Martine
Avenue and circling back to make a
right turn into the recycling center.

“If it’s an issue, I’d like to hear from the
recycling center,” said Mayor Mahr, who
also indicated she would like to talk to
the police department about the issue
before any potential ordinance is drafted.

During public comments, resident
Michael Lewis said, “That left turn [into
the recycling center]…is very danger-
ous,” calling it “an accident waiting to
happen.” Mr. Lewis said banning left
turns at that location would be “a good
idea.”

Borough officials also plan to make a
number of relatively routine end-of-year
“budget transfers” to square what had
been projected in terms of spending with
what was actually spent, or not spent.
For example, Mayor Mahr said police
overtime costs are “significantly down”
from what the borough had budgeted for
that purpose. In fact, the mayor said, the
difference will go toward replacing a
police vehicle. “We can actually just pay
for it,” she stated.

downtown “is on the right track.”
Mr. Britt responded that redevelopment

moves such as the borough’s decision to
purchase the Livingston-Wilbor property
represent “one of the biggest mistakes the
borough has ever made.” Mr. Britt pointed
to a “huge contamination liability” with the
property and asserted that the public did not
know about the planned purchase “before
the decision was made.”

In his closing statement, Mr. Britt urged
residents to vote, noting lower participation
rates in the past few years. “If people are not
paying attention, then things happen that
people don’t know about,” Mr. Britt said.

Mayor Mahr said, “We have accom-
plished things of historic importance; I
know we have leadership…the right
priorities…and the track record.”

The October 27 forum also was recorded
by TV 35, which is re-broadcasting the
program regularly between now and Elec-
tion Day.

Ward. In the First Ward, Democrat Tim
Van Epp will face off against Republican
incumbent Frank Arena. Republican JoAnn
Neylan is running unopposed for reelection
in the Second Ward.

In the Third Ward, three candidates are
vying for the seat vacated this summer by
Mark Ciarrocca; Republican Mark
LoGrippo, who was appointed to fill the
seat by the GOP, is facing challengers Matt
Sontz, a Democrat, and Independent Greg
Kasko. In the Fourth Ward, Democrat Greg
Romer is challenging Republican Jim
Foerst. Republicans have a 7-1 majority on
the council and hold the mayor’s office.

In Springfield, where Democrats have a
3-2 edge on the township committee, Demo-
cratic Committeeman Hugh Keffer, the
current mayor, and Ziad Andrew Shehady,
a Republican who was mayor when he lost
reelection last year, are battling for a seat on
the committee.

At the county level, Democrats have
held the majority on the Board of Chosen
Freeholders since 1997 and have boasted a
9-0 majority for the past 14 years. Demo-
crats won by fewer than 15,000 votes last
year and 5,000 tallies in 2009. In 2008,
during the last Presidential election, Demo-
crats won by 37,000 votes. The year prior,
2007, was the last off election year, and
Democrats won by 3,700 votes.

Republicans Andy Smith of Summit and
Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth are opposing Demo-
cratic incumbents Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth and Chris Hudak of Linden, as well as
their running mate, Vernell Wright, a retired
teacher and school principal from Union.

All 120 seats in the State Legislature are
also up for grabs, although most of the 40
Legislative Districts are not expected to be
competitive. Democrats hold majorities of
24-16 in the Senate and 47-33 in the As-
sembly.

In District 21, which includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield,
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick, both of Westfield,
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz, of
Summit, all Republicans, face opposition
from the Democratic ticket of Paul Swanicke
of Warren Township, the Senate candidate,
and Assembly hopefuls, Bruce Bergen of
Springfield and Norman Albert of Cranford.

In District 22, which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari and his running mates, Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Scotch Plains
and Jerry Green of Plainfield, all Demo-
crats, are opposed by Republican Senate
candidate Michael Class of Middlesex
Borough and his running mates, Assembly
candidates Joan Van Pelt of Plainfield and
Jeff First of Middlesex Borough.

house.”
Initially, three workshop meetings were

planned for December, but that timeline
will be altered and stretched out some-
what after council members expressed
concerns about too compressed a sched-
ule, especially during the holiday season.

The first workshop, which may be held
later this month, will be an on-site session
open to the public and will include a
walking tour of the property so that resi-
dents can provide input and ideas about
how the site could be developed. Ms.
Radcliffe-Trenner said Tuesday that,
optimally, it would be beneficial to in-
clude all six acres of the former Terry-
Lou Zoo property as part of the Frazee
House development. The township owns
the property at the corner of Terrill and
Raritan Roads; six years ago, it leased the
one-acre tract occupied by the Frazee
House to the Rotary Club.

The first workshop will be followed by
two other sessions, likely held at the
Scotch Plains Public Library. One will
focus on the educational aspects of the
house and property and include local
education officials and students from lo-
cal schools. The third workshop will al-
low the public and local government of-
ficials to attend and focus, Ms. Radcliffe-
Trenner said, on “helping to facilitate
branding and identification of the site’s
value to the public.”

Following the three meetings, a report
with recommendations for the site’s de-
velopment will be prepared and presented
to the public and the municipal govern-
ment.

Council members, as they did during
several meetings during the summer, ex-
pressed some frustration with the delays
in making visible progress in restoring
the house. “The appetite for the project,”
said Councilman William Vastine, “is
waning.” Mayor Nancy Malool noted

that the council during the summer said it
did not want this phase to “drag into next
year” and wanted the workshops to take
place before the winter months.

Speaking afterwards to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Andy Calamaras
from the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House LLC, the entity overseeing
the restoration, said it would be “a crime
not to restore” what he said was a building
“with a tremendous history.” Both he and
Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner said how much
involvement the project has had with local
students, who have shown “a lot of interest
in that site,” according to Mr. Calamaras.

“We need to get people” to attend the
workshops, Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner said,

“so they can understand the house’s value,
its authenticity and the story of the site
itself. Then they will be able to say what
really matters to them.”

During the Revolutionary War, legend
has it that when British Generals Charles
Cornwallis and William Howe were in the
area, they were drawn to the Frazee House
by the aroma of freshly baked bread. When
Betsy Frazee opened the door to her home,
the two men asked for some of her bread.
She agreed to give them some, but told
them she was doing it more out of fear than
love. Insulted by her remark, the two
generals became angry, refused the bread
and headed towards Westfield with their
troops.
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