
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 52nd YEAR – ISSUE NO. 44-2011 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, November 3, 2011

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-16
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 24
Community ... 23-28
Obituary ........ 28

Education ...... 29-30
Sports ............ 17-22
Real Estate .... 17-22
Classifieds ..... 30
A&E .............. 31-32

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CREEPY CRAWLERS…Two zombies make their way to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Parade and Costume Contest held
Monday night. The event also included a pumpkin carving contest.  For more photos, go to goleader.com/photos.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FACING OFF...Candidates for Fanwood mayor debate last Thursday in a forum
sponsored by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Republican Joseph Britt, moderator Paul Peyton of The Times and Democratic
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Fanwood Council, Mayoral
Candidates Face Off in Debate

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The two candidates run-
ning for mayor and four candidates com-
peting for two seats on the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council squared off in an evening
forum before a full house at Borough Hall
on October 27. The first half of the forum
featured the council candidates, who took
turns in pairs answering a series of pre-
selected questions, most of which dealt
with Fanwood’s “hot-button” issues.

Incumbent Democratic Councilman
Russell Huegel and Republican challenger
Nicole Cole were asked about their views
on sharing services with neighboring Scotch
Plains versus merging with the township.

Mr. Huegel said, “People need relief
now from their taxes,” and he suggested
that shared services “is the best way” to
facilitate that relief.

Mrs. Cole responded that while some of
Fanwood’s recent shared-services ventures
have been successful, “numbers and facts
have not been put on the table” regarding
other proposals, such as the potential merger
of the Fanwood and Scotch Plains police
departments.

On the issue of spending capital funds
for local infrastructure projects, Republi-
can candidate Jason Benedict said, “I don’t
think we can afford another four years of
borrowing and spending [for capital
projects].”

Mr. Huegel responded that funding capi-
tal projects is part “of the burden and re-
sponsibility of governing,” and he noted
that Fanwood’s capital budget “is well
within the state guidelines [for spending].”

Councilman Huegel and Mr. Benedict
also were asked for their ideas on how best
to bring new businesses into the downtown

district.
Mr. Huegel, citing the former Livingston-

Wilbor property fronting South Avenue,
which is now borough-owned, said: “We
are on the brink of selling that property back
to a private developer.” He explained the
developer will then complete environmen-
tal work on the now-vacant site and rebuild
it as part of ongoing redevelopment plans.

Mr. Benedict emphasized the impor-
tance of promoting and patronizing local
businesses, but also suggested, “There’s
been a lack of communication [from Bor-
ough Hall] on redevelopment.”

Mrs. Cole and Democratic candidate
Kevin Boris were asked how best to en-
hance communication with residents.  Mrs.
Cole said residents “don’t always know
what’s going on in the borough,” citing the
need for “better information” about local
crime activity as an example. Mr. Boris
countered that Fanwood “is ahead of the
game” on communicating with residents,
pointing to the success of the “reverse-911”
system and other communications from the
borough in the wake of Hurricane Irene.

The four council candidates then took
turns making their closing statements. Coun-
cilman Huegel said he brings “a sense of
urgency” to the governing body, but he said
“important work remains unfinished.”

“Study hall is over; it’s time to get to
work,” Councilman Huegel said.

Mrs. Cole said she would be “a strong
advocate” for local residents while increas-
ing communication and “not forgetting fi-
nancial challenges.”

Mr. Boris said, “I will make high-quality
services at a lower cost my priority. Now is
not the time to study or delay.”

Mr. Benedict, referring to his family,
said, “I want to know that I’m contributing
something to the place they call home.” He
also noted that he needed to start a small
business, in addition to his full-time job, in
order “to pay my property taxes to live in
Fanwood.”

During the mayoral candidates’ forum,
Democratic incumbent Mayor Colleen
Mahr and Republican challenger Joe Britt
were asked what makes their management
styles effective. Mayor Mahr said, “You
get what you put into something…I’m a
hands-on mayor.” She also emphasized the
role of volunteering in the borough and
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Area Voters to Decide Mayor
Races, Council Controls

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – This Tuesday, voters will de-
cide mayoral races in Fanwood, Kenilworth
and Summit, as well as which political
party will control town councils in Fanwood,
Cranford, Garwood and Springfield. The
Cranford and Springfield election results
will determine which party controls the
mayor’s office in 2012.

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
two-term Democratic incumbent, is facing
her first re-election challenge; she ran un-
contested for re-election to a second four-
year term in 2007. This year, Mayor Mahr
is up against Fanwood Republican Com-
mittee Chairman Joe Britt.

Four candidates are vying for the two
contested Fanwood Borough Council seats.
Borough Council terms are three years.
Democratic incumbent Russell Huegel is
running for re-election, but current Council
President Joan Wheeler, also a Democrat,
decided not to run again.

Mr. Huegel’s running mate is Kevin
Boris, who was appointed as planning board
chairman in January after an unsuccessful
bid for a council seat last year. The Repub-
lican council candidates are Jason Benedict,
who ran unsuccessfully for council last
year, and Nicole Cole, who attempted to
win a seat on the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders in 2009.

The council is currently split 3-3 be-
tween the Democrats and Republicans, with

Mayor Mahr as the tiebreaker.
In Cranford, Republicans Andis Kalnins

and Lisa Adubato Nest are challenging Town-
ship Committeeman Dan Aschenbach, the
current mayor, and his running mate, Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. Incumbent Mark Dugan, a
Republican, is not seeking reelection. Demo-
crats have a 3-2 majority, meaning the GOP
would need a sweep to regain control and the
mayor’s seat.

Summit’s mayoral contest features a
three-way race between Republican Coun-
cilwoman Ellen Dickson, a candidate for
freeholder in 2010; Michael Vernotico, a
two-term Republican councilman turned
Independent representing the city’s second
ward, and Democrat Eileen Forman Ludden.
They are vying to replace two-term Mayor
Jordan Glatt, a Democrat.

Kenilworth will see a repeat of the 2007
mayoral race between Republican incum-
bent Mayor Kathi Fiamingo, an attorney,
and Democratic Councilman Peter Corvelli,
a Hillside police officer; Mr. Corvelli is the
son of the late Hillside Council President
Peter Corvelli. Mayor Fiamingo won last
time by just over 300 votes, out of 2,000
cast; she has been nominated for a seat on
the Union County bench of the state Supe-
rior Court, but her nomination has been
held up in Trenton.

In Westfield, voters will decide competi-
tive races in three of the town’s four wards,
including a three-way race in the Third
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Retiring Del Sordi Thanked
For Service to SP-F District

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After 12 years
of service to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE), Anthony Del
Sordi has officially retired as business
administrator and board secretary. His
last meeting with the board was held last
Thursday evening, where members of
the community and the board wished him
well on his retirement.

Sasha Slocum, McGinn Elementary
School principal and a former BOE mem-
ber, said in all her dealings with Mr. Del
Sordi, he was always “level-headed, calm
and kind.” She noted that even during
the toughest of budget presentations,
Mr. Del Sordi was “calm, pleasant and
informative.” She said that he always
showed “excellence in every aspect of
the (school) budget.”

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
stated, “Tony has been a remarkable gift
to this district.”

“He used his planning and govern-
ment relations contributions in a way for
us to succeed,” Ms. Woerner said. “Your
work in shared services laid the ground-
work for us years ago.”

BOE member Amy Winkler com-
mented that  “on a personal note, I would
like to thank you for your time to answer
all my questions when I first came to the
board. I was able to vote on issues be-
cause I understood them.”

Tony DiGiacomo from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
thanked Mr. Del Sordi for his support of
the group and presented him with an
honorary Soccer Association jacket.

BOE President Trip Whitehouse added
that Mr. Del Sordi “has always been
ahead of the times because of his insight
and anticipation and his preparedness.”

“I am an accountant, but the school
budget itself is a different animal. We
have made tough decisions and in public
we have taken some tough hits,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. Mr. Del Sordi thanked
the staff, administration, the board and
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents.
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 Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STORM AFTERMATH...A  storm ripped through the area on Saturday and
paralized the region. Trees still covered with fall foliage were split in half,
downing power lines, creating dangerous conditions while leaving thousands
without electricity. See story on page 2.

Westfield Board of Education President Resigns
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The president of the
Westfield Board of Education, Julia
Walker, resigned Tuesday at the board
meeting, effective at the end of the month.
Mrs. Walker said she had re-emerged into
the work force on a full-time basis and that
this, along with family obligations, helped
to make her decision. She added that proper

procedures would be put into place to fill
the position. She served eight-plus years.
The position is up for election in 2013.

Mrs. Walker said, “it has been nothing
but a privilege to sit on this board, and
Westfield has the finest administrators,
teachers and board members.” She added
that she was leaving the district in very
capable hands with the other eight mem-
bers.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JAMES-O-LANTERN…At the Pumpkin Sail at Echo Lake Park on Tuesday
night, James, a participant in the event, carefully carves his pumpkin.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Shared-Services Proposals

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Shared services was
once again a key topic of discussion at
Tuesday night’s Borough Council agenda
meeting. The governing body held two
shared services-related discussions.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said she was
“sort of surprised” to read in the newspa-
per that Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool wants a decision from Fanwood
on whether it will join Scotch Plains’
police dispatching system or remain with

Union County’s. The mayor said bor-
ough officials will meet “as soon as pos-
sible” on the police dispatch issue, but
she emphasized, “our eye is on the bigger
picture.” Elaborating, the mayor said the
borough has been working toward a po-
tential merger of the two towns’ entire
police departments and “we can’t take
our eye off the ball.”

“We have the cooperation of the two
[towns’] police chiefs,” explained Mayor
Mahr, adding, “we’re right on the cusp”

Public Meetings Anticipated
To Support Frazee Project

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Representatives
from the group overseeing the restora-
tion of the historic Frazee House are
planning a series of community meetings
to better residents’ understanding about
the refurbishment efforts and what pre-
cisely should be located at the property.

At Tuesday night’s township council
meeting, Annabelle Radcliffe-Trenner, a
historic architect hired by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club, which is re-

furbishing the Frazee House, provided an
overview of plans for the coming months.
Ms. Radcliffe-Trenner said the goal of
the series of three meetings, planned for
the next few months, was to “bring to-
gether the community” and “work out

what everyone is looking to do” with the
one-acre site that is home to the 250-year-
old house. She said it was important to
“know how to use the property before
moving forward on the restoration of the

Polls open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.


