
Page 16 Thursday, November 3, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

“Today we made tremendous
progress, tomorrow will be a little bit
better,” Ms. Leahey told the council.

She recommended that if people
have not notified PSE&G of their
outages they should call (800) 782-
0067.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said that the town would be doing a
curbside pickup of organic storm
debris after PSE&G is done with re-
pairs. He said that the town would be
deferring leaf collection for at least a
week while clean up is going on. Mr.
Gildea also said that the conservation
center on Lamberts Mill Road is open
seven days a week where residents
can also take their debris.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Mr.
Gildea commended the police, fire
and public works employees for their
efforts. The mayor said that this storm
was, “much worse than Hurricane
Irene” and that some areas of town
actually looked like a tornado had
come through.

Residents Maria Carluccio and
Adina Enculescu once again urged
the council to move the Central Av-
enue pedestrian crossing signal fol-
lowing an October 27 car accident,
the fourth traffic accident in the last
six months at or near the location.

Mrs. Carluccio questioned what it
would take for the council to move
the light. “Will it take bodily injury or
the death of a pedestrian?”

Ms. Enculescu said that based on
the accident averages given in previ-
ous reports the latest accident repre-
sents a 400 percent increase in the
number of accidents at that location.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
asked for a print out from the police
department on the number of acci-
dents at that location for the past five
years.

In other business, the council re-
viewed their agenda for the next pub-
lic meeting. The council is expected to
pass a resolution to insert $9,569 into
the municipal budget from the state’s
Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund as
well as resolutions to approve the
demolition of homes at 952 Wyan-
dotte Trail and 299 Seneca Place.

At the end of the meeting, the coun-
cil went into closed session to discuss
the lawsuit of Mark Angelo v. Town of
Westfield, Westfield Planning Board
and Brightwood Homeowners Asso-
ciation. The lawsuit stems from the
planning board’s denial of Mr.
Angelo’s application for a three-lot
subdivision on Prospect Street earlier
this year.

The town council’s next meeting
will be on Wednesday, November 9 at
8 p.m.
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Irene. All four candidates have said
they oppose the Birchwood rede-
velopment project and will fight it
through the court system.

Mr. Hannen said he is backing the
township’s proposal to build a reten-
tion basin on the property where the
Birchwood Development is pro-
posed “so residents on Casino (Av-
enue) don’t get flooded and Cranford
homes south of that don’t get that
additional water all at once.”

This year, developers broke
ground at the South Avenue
Riverfront project across from the
train station.

Mr. Kalnins and Ms. Nesi said
they were not opposed to the origi-
nal plan with three floors.

“In my opinion, the mayor sold 21
units, and added a fourth floor at a
price of $756,000,” said Mr. Kalnins,
who was formerly a member of the
township planning board.

“Bottom line [is that] he (Kalnins)

wanted the taxpayers to pay for im-
pacts,” Mayor Aschenbach re-
sponded. “I didn’t support the origi-
nal density.”

Mr. Hannen said, “I think this gave
the township committee a vehicle to pay
for those infrastructure improvements.”

Both GOP candidates are opposed
to any further redevelopment.

“What I’m for is encouraging pri-
vate investment within the zoning
laws,” Mr. Kalnins said.

“Cranford cannot be seen as being
for sale to developers, especially in
light of what we are confronting now
at Birchwood and 555 South Avenue
(a third redevelopment project in the
township near the Garden State Park-
way),” Ms. Nesi said. “Reasonable
and controlled development is neces-
sary for any town to not only survive,
but to thrive, and both Andis and I are
in favor of such development.”

Mayor Aschenbach said two build-
ings in disrepair on North Avenue
need to be addressed.

Another important issue is the
sewer fee, which was recently sepa-
rated from property taxes. All four
candidates agree the method in which
the sewer fee is calculated needs fine-
tuning.

Mr. Kalnins said senior citizens
and single-person households who
use very little water are paying too
much.

“Second, very hard questions must
be asked with regard to the RVSA
(Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity) and the amount of money it is
charging Cranford,” Ms. Nesi said.

“Last year, when they wanted to
do a sewer tax, I did not support it. If
it had to be done, it had to be user-
based,” said Mayor Aschenbach,
who noted the billing to two-family
homes is a concern.

Mr. Hannen suggested adding in a
lower tier to accommodate senior
citizens, who use much less, as well
as sending one bill to the landlord of
a two-family apartment, who would
then assess usage and bill each ten-
ant.

All four candidates have said they
support refinancing debt and some
form of shared-service agreements.
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last year, are battling for a seat on the
committee.

At the county level, Democrats
have held the majority on the Board
of Chosen Freeholders since 1997
and have boasted a 9-0 majority for
the past 14 years. Democrats won by
fewer than 15,000 votes last year and
5,000 tallies in 2009. In 2008, during
the last Presidential election, Demo-
crats won by 37,000 votes. The year
prior, 2007, was the last off election
year, and Democrats won by 3,700
votes.

Republicans Andy Smith of Sum-
mit and Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth
are opposing Democratic incum-
bents Angel Estrada of Elizabeth
and Chris Hudak of Linden, as well
as their running mate, Vernell
Wright, a retired teacher and school
principal from Union.

All 120 seats in the State Legisla-
ture are also up for grabs, although
most of the 40 Legislative Districts are
not expected to be competitive. Demo-
crats hold majorities of 24-16 in the
Senate and 47-33 in the Assembly.

In District 21, which includes
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield, State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, both of Westfield, and As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz, of Sum-
mit, all Republicans, face opposition
from the Democratic ticket of Paul
Swanicke of Warren Township, the
Senate candidate, and Assembly hope-
fuls, Bruce Bergen of Springfield and
Norman Albert of Cranford.

In District 22, which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, State Senator
Nicholas Scutari and his running
mates, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Scotch Plains and Jerry
Green of Plainfield, all Democrats,
are opposed by Republican Senate
candidate Michael Class of Middlesex
Borough and his running mates, As-
sembly candidates Joan Van Pelt of
Plainfield and Jeff First of Middlesex
Borough.
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been a bit if the problem in the
past,” Mr. Blaufeder said of rede-
velopment on North Avenue. “Cre-
ating a clear communication be-
tween the business owners and the
administration — so it is completely
transparent.”

Ms. Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli
both agree that they will “hold the
Republican Administration account-
able to the public” by encouraging
open communication.

“We also believe in maintaining
the services of Garwood as a major
priority to ensure residents are really
getting the most for their tax dollars,”
Ms. Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli said.

“The reduction of services versus
what we are paying [in taxes] is getting
out of hand,” said Mr. Blaufeder, owner
of TT Cycles, which restores vintage
motorcycles, in Berkeley Heights.

“The difficulty is the mayor has
slashed the operating budget to the
bare minimum to stay under the 2-
percent cap, but it’s really up to the
state government in cutting adminis-
tration at the state level to help reduce
taxes in the town,” Mr. Blaufeder said.
In addition to taking an initiative with
communication to the state, he also
foresees taking it to the county level.
He suggested forming a coalition with
council members from municipalities
within the county to begin attending
county meetings to get the county to
take notice of the problems munici-
palities face.

Ms. Kearney is the owner of
Unique Cruise and Travel in the
borough and graduated from
Katherine Gibbs Business School.
Her goals as a councilwoman
would be to attract new businesses
to the borough, continue explor-
ing cost-saving options while still
providing “top-notch” services and
to ensure senior citizens have ad-
equate space for their meetings and
events.
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public and the lowest bid must be
awarded.

Board member Mitchell Slater
stated that three technology commit-
tee members attended the New Jer-
sey School Board Association’s state-
wide conference at which they “at-
tained information regarding Ipads
in the classrooms, digital media and
website design.” He said that next
week Brian Aauker; the district’s tech-
nology specialist will take a survey to
“find out what it will take to make
every classroom wireless.”

Mrs. Dolan thanked maintenance
director Mike Morris and all the work-
ers who “were called in this past
Sunday to ensure the opening of
school on Monday morning after the
unusual storm this weekend.”

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will take place on Tuesday, No-
vember 22, at 8 p.m.
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Courtesy of Brian Dunlap
HAVIN’ FUN...All teed up, a packed field had a ball, and lost several too on the fairways, during the golf outing at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield sponsored by the Westfield Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA), Monday
October 24.

 Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
TRICK OR TREAT...Children dressed for Halloween show off their costumes during the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
annual Trick or Treat and Costume Contest event on Sunday. To see more photos go to www.goleader.com/photos.


