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 Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
TRICK OR TREAT...Children dressed for Halloween collect goodies from downtown merchants on Sunday during the
Downtown Westfield Corporation’s annual Trick or Treat and Costume Contest event. To see more photos go to
www.goleader.com/photos.

 Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
STORM AFTERMATH...A  rare October snowstorm ripped through the area on
Saturday and paralized the region. Trees still covered with fall foliage were split
in half, downing power lines, creating dangerous conditions while leaving
thousands without electricity. See story on page 2.

Voters to Decide WF Council
Races, Mayoral Race in Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – This Tuesday, voters will
decide mayoral races in Fanwood,
Kenilworth and Summit, as well as
which political party will control town
councils in Fanwood, Cranford and
Garwood. The Cranford election re-
sults will determine which party con-
trols the mayor’s office in 2012.

In Westfield, voters will decide
competitive races in three of the
town’s four wards, including a three-
way race in the Third Ward. In the
First Ward, Democrat Tim Van Epp
will face off against Republican in-
cumbent Frank Arena. Republican
JoAnn Neylan is running unopposed
for reelection in the Second Ward.

In the Third Ward, three candidates
are vying for the seat vacated this
summer by Mark Ciarrocca; Repub-
lican Mark LoGrippo, who was ap-
pointed to fill the seat by the GOP, is
facing challengers Matt Sontz, a

Democrat, and Independent Greg
Kasko. In the Fourth Ward, Demo-
crat Greg Romer is challenging Re-
publican Jim Foerst. Republicans
have a 7-1 majority on the council
and hold the mayor’s office.

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr,
a two-term Democratic incumbent,
is facing her first re-election chal-
lenge; she ran uncontested for re-
election to a second four-year term
in 2007. This year, Mayor Mahr is up
against Fanwood Republican Com-
mittee Chairman Joe Britt.

Four candidates are vying for the
two contested Fanwood Borough
Council seats. Borough Council
terms are three years. Democratic
incumbent Russell Huegel is run-
ning for re-election, but current Coun-
cil President Joan Wheeler, also a
Democrat, decided not to run again.

Mr. Huegel’s running mate is Kevin
Boris, who was appointed as plan-
ning board chairman in January after

an unsuccessful bid for a council seat
last year. The Republican council
candidates are Jason Benedict, who
ran unsuccessfully for council last
year, and Nicole Cole, who attempted
to win a seat on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in 2009.

The council is currently split 3-3
between the Democrats and Republi-
cans, with Mayor Mahr as the
tiebreaker.

In Cranford, Republicans Andis
Kalnins and Lisa Adubato Nest are
challenging Township Committee-
man Dan Aschenbach, the current
mayor, and his running mate, Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. Incumbent Mark
Dugan, a Republican, is not seeking
reelection. Democrats have a 3-2
majority, meaning the GOP would
need a sweep to regain control and
the mayor’s seat.

Summit’s mayoral contest features
a three-way race between Republi-
can Councilwoman Ellen Dickson, a
candidate for freeholder in 2010;
Michael Vernotico, a two-term Re-
publican councilman turned Indepen-
dent representing the city’s second
ward, and Democrat Eileen Forman
Ludden. They are vying to replace
two-term Mayor Jordan Glatt, a
Democrat.

Kenilworth will see a repeat of the
2007 mayoral race between Republi-
can incumbent Mayor Kathi Fiamingo,
an attorney, and Democratic Council-
man Peter Corvelli, a Hillside police
officer; Mr. Corvelli is the son of the
late Hillside Council President Peter
Corvelli. Mayor Fiamingo won last
time by just over 300 votes, out of
2,000 cast; she has been nominated
for a seat on the Union County bench
of the state Superior Court, but her
nomination has been held up in Tren-
ton.

In Springfield, where Democrats
have a 3-2 edge on the township com-
mittee, Democratic Committeeman
Hugh Keffer, the current mayor, and
Ziad Andrew Shehady, a Republican
who was mayor when he lost reelection
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Voters to Decide Council
MajorityTues. in GW Race

Control of Committee at
Stake In Cranford Election

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Incumbent Demo-
cratic Borough Council members
Louis Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco
face off this Tuesday, November 8,
against Republicans Carol Kearney
and Steven Blaufeder for two open,
three-year seats on the council. In a
close race last year, Republicans took
control of the governing body, with a
4-3 majority, when Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi and two Republican coun-
cilmen were voted into office. The
borough historically has experienced
close elections, with just a handful of
votes being the deciding factor.

When Ms. Todisco, a social studies
teacher in the Guttenberg School Dis-
trict, was appointed to the council
earlier this year to fill a vacancy left
when Councilman Jon Linken re-
signed, she had said the fruition of the
athletic field complex was a priority.
She and Mr. Petruzzelli, president of
Accent Electric Corporation in the
borough, remain staunch in their posi-
tion to see the project through.

“Our plan, to continue working to

move Garwood forward, is centered
on redevelopment, follow-through,
communication and preservation of
services,” the Democrats said in an e-
mail to The Westfield Leader.

“Further redevelopment along the
North Avenue strip is on our radar,”
Ms. Todisco and Mr. Petruzzelli said.

“It’s a fine balance of tax incen-
tives for businesses, while not over-
burdening the resident, which has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Cranford Mayor
Daniel Aschenbach is seeking re-elec-
tion this Tuesday, November 8, to his
three-year township committee seat,
along with Democratic council can-
didate Thomas Hannen, Jr. They are
being challenged by Republican can-
didates Andis Kalnins and Lisa
Adubato Nesi. Democrats hold a 3-2
on the committee; Republicans would
need to sweep both seats to regain
control of the governing body and
the mayor’s seat. Committeeman
Mark Dugan, a Republican, did not
seek reelection.

Development and redevelopment,
sewer fees and flood mitigation are
the main issues that face the town-
ship. Since Hurricane Irene, dealing
with the severe flooding issue has
been a hot topic in the region, and so
far, eight area mayors and their engi-

neers have formed a regional flood-
ing committee to discuss ideas to
mitigate floodwaters from the
Rahway River.

All Cranford candidates agree that
the flooding problem needs to be
addressed regionally.

“We need buy-in from all of the
towns up and downstream. We need
buy-in from a state agency such as
the DEP (Department of Environ-
mental Protection),” Mr. Kalnins
added.

“Families are still having difficulty,
and quite a few people are still not in
their homes. We are, as a community,
focused on that and [are trying] to get
our arms around flood control. Man-
aging through that is one of the big-
gest issues,” Mr. Ashenbach said.

The property for which the
Birchwood redevelopment project is
planned was severely flooded during
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MAKE A BID...Enthusiasts braved the snowstorm Saturday for the car auction
at the Westfield Armory. The evening dinner was cancelled and is to be resched-
uled in the spring.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JAMES-O-LANTERN…At the Pumpkin Sail at Echo Lake Park on Tuesday
night, James, a participant in the event, carefully carves his pumpkin.

Westfield Board of Education
President Julia Walker Resigns

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The president of
the Westfield Board of Education,
Julia Walker, resigned
Tuesday at the board
meeting, effective at the
end of the month. Mrs.
Walker said she had re-
emerged into the
workforce on a full-time
basis and that this, along
with family obligations,
helped to make her deci-
sion. She added that
proper procedures would
be put into place to fill the vacant
BOE seat. She had served for eight
and one-half years. The seat is up for
election in 2013.

Mrs. Walker said, “It has been noth-
ing but a privilege to sit on this board,
and Westfield has the finest adminis-
trators, teachers and board members.”

She added that she was
leaving the district in very
capable hands with the
other eight members.

Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan
stated, “Mrs. Walker had
represented the board at
hundreds of functions over
the years, answered count-
less e-mails and of course
put many hours in at board

and committee meetings. “We will
move on, but you will certainly be
missed,” Mrs. Dolan said.

In other business, Interim Board
Secretary Vincent Yaniro reported that
there are 679 Westfield students trans-
ported on 68 routes through the Union

County Educational Services Com-
mission (UCESC); 94 students are
bussed out of district and 24 students
are paying $424 a year to ride the
bus. He said that children riding on
the buses are not provided with door-
to-door service — the exception be-
ing some special education children.

Mr. Yaniro said, “Safety is always
the main concern for all students.”
He reported that over the past weeks,
parents have “brought legitimate con-
cerns to the transportation depart-
ment” and that adjustments were
made to three routes going to and
from the Edison Intermediate School
as a result.

He said that the Vogel bus com-
pany provides all but one route to the
district, and that all bids for bus ser-
vice must go through the UCESC.
He noted that the school system is

Julia Walker

Westfield to Collect Storm Debris
After All Power Is Restored

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
conference session of the Westfield
town council Eileen Leahey, regional
public affairs manager for PSE&G,
gave the town an update on power
outages and ongoing repairs from
this past week’s rare October snow-
storm.

She said that the storm “caught
most of the state off guard” and that
PSE&G was working toward restor-
ing 95 percent of customers by yes-
terday, November 2. According to
PSE&G, between 5,000 and 10,000
customers were out of power in
Westfield. As of Tuesday night, Ms.
Leahey said 619 were still in the dark.
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