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goleader.com online exclusive

WESTFIELD TICKET OUTLETS:
Baron’s Drug Store • Coldwell Banker Realtors East & West 

The Town Book Store • Weichert Realtors
Westfi eld Symphony Orchestra Offi ce

TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT: 
Keller Williams Realty Premier Properties, Coldwell Banker, Paperfolio, Summit;

Norman’s Hallmark, Fanwood; Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts, Cranford; 
Christoffers Flowers, Mountainside

Presented by:
The Friends of the 

Westfi eld Symphony Orchestra
To Benefi t the:

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
For more Home Tour information, call 908-232-9400 

or visit www.Westfi eldSymphony.org

SATURDAY
JUNE 4TH

Homes Open 
10am - 4pm

REFRESHMENTS

MUSIC

RAFFLE

PLANT SALE
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Posters underwritten by                    185 Elm Street, Westfi eld (908) 654-7777

�   �TICKET PRICE
$30 IN ADVANCE • $35 DAY OF TOUR

FEATURING DISTINGUISHED HISTORIC 

RESIDENCES IN SUMMIT, BERKELEY HEIGHTS AND WESTFIELD 

Seniors’ Meeting Features
Celebration and Updates

GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club met on May 19
at the Garwood Firehouse. There
were 58 members in attendance.
Highlights of the meeting included
a celebration of Fred and Rita
Unnold’s 55th wedding anniversary.
The couple sponsored a white icing
sheet cake adorned with flowers for
the occasion.

Gene Payne entertained with pa-
triotic songs on his harmonica, and
the club sang Woody Guthrie’s tune
“This Land is Your Land,” with the
lyrics changed to “This Garwood’s
Our Town” by Bruce Paterson.

Garwood Senior Director Paulette
Drogan told attendees about the
supplemental Medicare Part B pro-
gram, where everyone who is en-
rolled gets one free wellness
checkup a year.

Additionally, Garwood Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi stopped by to
discuss issues such as the revised
senior bus route schedule and HUD
grants, from which senior citizens’
programs are developed.

The Garwood Senior Picnic will
be held on Thursday, June 23, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Little League
Field. Interested persons are asked
to respond by calling Paulette
Drogan at (908) 789-0738 as soon
as possible.

The club also has planned a trip
for Wednesday, July 20, to the
Showboat Casino in Atlantic City.
The bus will leave the firehouse at

9 a.m. and return at 7 p.m. The cost
is $22 per person and non-member
seniors are welcome. For more in-
formation, call Walter Maszczak at
(908) 789-1067.

The Garwood Senior Citizens
Club meets at noon on the first and
third Thursdays of every month.
The next meeting will be held on
June 2. Anyone interested in join-
ing is asked to call Patsy at (908)
789-0835 or to ask for Dolores if
attending a meeting.

SING-ALONG…Russ Kelner, Norm Leder and Arthur Coppola, better known
as “Cream Cheese,” entertain at the Garwood Public Library on May 18 with
their spirited renditions of “old-time” sing-along tunes. This ensemble is part of
The Folk Project, New Jersey’s leading acoustic music and dance organization, the
more than 600 member volunteers of which have been showcasing acoustic and
traditional music in New Jersey for over 30 years. For more information about
their schedules and performer directory, see their website, folkproject.org.

Senior Proms Are Approaching;
We Look Forward to the Photos

Many Senior Proms occur in the area during the
first week of June. The gowns, pre-parties, limou-
sines and catering facilities will all be aglow with our
handsome youths. Dads and moms will be filled with
smiles when seeing their daughters and sons adorned
in evening dresses and tuxedos – pinned with cor-
sages and boutonnières. Maybe, too, parents will
hold back a teardrop when noticing their offspring
coming of age.

For the kids, it’s no doubt – the Senior Prom is
excitement, a great time to be had with their friends
and beaus. There are not thoughts about anything
other than the moment – nor should there be.

Gone are the days when the Senior Prom was held
in the school gym and the decorating committee got

the afternoon off to hang crepe paper streamers on
the rims. Of course, that was so long ago that cars
had 4-barrel carburetors, big tail fins, 13/1 compres-
sion engines that burned 100 octane leaded gas (at
$.50 per gallon).

Well nothing is $.50 a gallon anymore and all
television is broadcast in “living color.”

We wish all the seniors to have a wonderful time
at the prom. Enjoy your moment, as it sooner than
you expect becomes your memory. For this time
next year, most will be returning home from their
first year at college.

We look forward to seeing the photos and hope to
publish many of them.

Send your photos to edu@goleader.com.

We Have to Get Rid of ‘Financially
Incompetent’ County Government

This is the second time I have seen
this exact same quote from the Union
County government regarding the
2011 Union County tax increase. The
first time was during a freeholder
meeting in April, from county man-
ager George Devanney and whose
claim to fame is he is the nephew of
Senator Lesniak and has overseen
county taxes double in 10 years. The
other time is just now in a local paper
(Westfield Leader May 19, 2011 edi-
tion page 1) and credited to Free-
holder Hudak who has been on the
freeholder board all of five months.
Mr. Hudak was probably credited so
he sounds like he knows what he is
talking about. Unfortunately, to put it
simply they both have lied to the
public. Regarding the county budget
tax increase, both had blamed the
State of New Jersey for county bud-
get revenue shortfalls and then stated,
“Had the administration in Trenton
not implemented these cuts, we would
have only had a $3.8-million tax in-
crease in the (county) tax levy.”

So, if you look at the county tax
increase of $14 million, they are blam-
ing the state for stiffing them on $10
million. To a point this may be true,
but please continue reading.

Only those who are informed or
watching the county finances know it
is all hogwash and spin to avoid the
true blame. If you are not watching it
becomes easy for them to pull the
wool over the county taxpayers’ eyes
and blame someone else.

Having been going to the Union
County budget hearings for six years,
I have become wary of their finances.
Yes, the state did short them revenues
from housing prisoners and grant
monies. But what they did not tell
you is that the county offset this short-
fall by taking $10 million out of the
county budget surplus, which basi-
cally is a pool of money in the budget
that can be used for miscellaneous,
unintended or emergency costs.

So without that $10 million draw
down the county taxes would have
really gone up $24 million, an astro-
nomical 9 percent tax impact, not the
1.4 percent impact they want you to
believe. They are shameless. So, one
$10 million washes out the other $10
million and you end up back at the
same $14-million tax impact that is
all theirs in blame. If these two are
reading this I request they refute my
analysis. They can’t.

So what is this $14-million county
tax increase? Basically it is comprised
of $6 million in health care cost in-
creases since they just gave 650 county
employees family lifetime “free”
health benefits along with the usual
inflationary health and prescription
drug plan program costs. Also there is
$5 million in pension increases for
their amazing amount of 3,000 em-
ployees on the payroll. The final $3-
million increase is in debt servicing
since they like to borrow, and to note
they now have $547 million in county
debt that all us taxpayers have to pay
back sooner or later.

We, the taxpayers should be livid;
and then they try to pass the blame.

We have to get rid of this out-of-
control and financially-incompetent
government. As an aside here, they
just replaced the finance director, who
had 38 years experience and retired
May 1, with a person who only has
one-and-a-half years financial expe-
rience. Does it make sense to have
someone that inexperienced to finan-
cially control a county with a $490-
million budget and $550 million in
debt?

The only solution is to remove the
incumbent Union County freehold-
ers enabling this travesty of a govern-
ment. One way is actually through
the Primary Election process upcom-
ing this June 7. Outside of the “Regu-
lar Democrats” in control at the county
level, there are other Democrat fac-
tions from Hillside, Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Rahway and Roselle that
do not agree with the “Regular Demo-
crats” way of doing bad business.
There is an opposing slate of “Demo-
crats for Change” contending against
the incumbent “Regular Democrats.”
If you are a Democrat just vote the
line for “Democrats for Change.” If
you are an Independent, just go into
the poll on Election Day and declare
yourself a Democrat and then pull the
lever for “Democrats for Change.”
You can always switch back to Inde-
pendent later. Republicans at this
point have no recourse and have to
wait for the General Election.

I am an Independent and this is
what I plan to do to try to re-right this
failing county government. You
should too. I wish us all luck!

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’
Event to Begin June 7

CRANFORD – The Jersey Central
Art Studios (JCAS) will host “Paint
the Town,” its second plein air-paint-
ing (outdoor landscape painting) event
from June 7 – 12. This year’s six-day
event will be expanded, providing the
28 juried professional artists, not only
painting opportunities in our local com-
munity, but also two full days of paint-
ing in the greater region, making avail-
able such locations as Manhattan and
the New Jersey shore.

The public will get the chance to
meet participating artists, visit artists
on location, witness as everyday scenes
are captured on canvas, and have op-
portunities to purchase work at the end
of the competition on June 11 and 12.
There will be approximately 150 paint-
ings on view and on sale at the Event
Gallery located at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, 220 Walnut Avenue.
Paintings are typically priced from ap-
proximately $100 to over $1,000.

On Saturday, June 11, from 7:30 - 11
p.m. there will be pre-sale Gala tickets
for $25, which offers the chance to
socialize with artists and art lovers and
purchase paintings before the general
public. On Sunday, June 12, from 1-5
p.m. the gallery will be open to the
public and is free of charge.

JCAS also offers a chance for non-
juried artists to participate as well. On
Saturday afternoon artists from our
region will compete in a “Quick Draw.”
Quick Draw artists work will be shown
on the north side of the Cranford train
station where they are also for sale
from 3:30- 5 p.m. Participation in the

event is open to any artist. Artists may
register for this event up to 11 a.m. on
June 11 and registration is also avail-
able online.

To learn more about the events and
related scheduling visit the Jersey Cen-
tral Art Studios web site jcas.org.

JCAS is a non-profit group of artists
and citizens dedicated to raising aware-
ness of the arts and the artistic process,
as well as integrating the arts into the
community through education, events,
and economic development. We see art
as a vital component to our lives and one
that will also enrich our community.

LOCAL COLOR...An artist involved
with “Paint the Town” works on his
rendition of the Cranford Canoe Club.

Letters to the Editor

Dr. Kurt Krause to Provide
Free Oral Cancer Screenings

screening.
An oral cancer screening should

be conducted every year, so take
advantage of this opportunity and
get screened today. Call the office of
Dr. Krause at (908) 272-3001, lo-
cated at 118 North Avenue, West,
Suite 101, in Cranford, N.J. to make
an appointment for your complimen-
tary screening on June 10, 2011,
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 6
p.m.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Knights Congratulate
GW Contest Winners
The Msgr. John M. Walsh Council

5437 Garwood Knights of Columbus
would like to congratulate the fol-
lowing winners of our 2011 Free
Throw Contest.

Age 10, Brandon Cheety and Emma
Knutson; age 11, Zach Sluka and
Gabrielle DiCapua; age 12, Connor
Fayard and Alison Price; age 13, Joe
Matlosz and Meagan Beriont, and
age 14, Michael Lesniewski and
Monica Archer. All the winners ad-
vanced and won the district round,
and advanced and competed in the
regional round. The winners received
an engraved plaque for winning the
Garwood contest, and a medal for
winning the district round. Our sin-
cere thanks to Garwood’s Lincoln
School physical education teachers,
Matt Burke and Eileen Dalton, for
their help in coordinating the
Garwood contest. Their dedication
and interest in the students is greatly
appreciated. In closing, our thanks to
Superintendent Teresa Quigley and
Principal Mary Emmons for their
support of the Garwood Knights of
Columbus’s community activities.

Grand Knight Dennis Clark,
Keith Gallagher, Brian

Downey,
Garwood

Union County College to Offer
Free ‘College for Teens’ Program
CRANFORD – This summer, the

Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders is sponsoring a free summer
program to help teens explore career
paths and build foundations for life
skills.

Students from Union County public
schools will have the opportunity to
explore and research careers in Graphic
Design, Business, Web Development,
and Healthcare. Students will also par-
ticipate in daily math and leadership
sessions, which complement the ca-
reer-related component of the program.
The College for Teens program will
focus on developing skills, leadership,
and confidence, while giving students
an opportunity to experience life on a
College campus.

Teens will have access to state-of-
the-art computer labs, science labs
and the College’s library. They will
participate in daily workshops, re-
search projects, hands-on laboratory
projects, and role play. A part of each
day will also be dedicated to recre-

ational activity that could include
baseball, soccer, dance, and jewelry
making.

Eligible participants must be in
grades 9-12 by September 2011 in a
Union County public school. Teens
need to have a grade point average of
a “C” or better, a copy of their recent
grade record, and a recommendation
letter from a teacher or guidance coun-
selor. Only 100 students will be eli-
gible to participate in the program, so
apply early to guarantee a spot!

Classes will be offered from July
25, to August 11, and will be held
Monday through Thursday, from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Lunch will be pro-
vided daily. The program will be held
at the college’s Cranford campus at
1033 Springfield Avenue. Applica-
tions must be received by Wednes-
day, June 22.

For more information on the pro-
gram, call (908) 709-7600 or (908)
497-4208, or check out the College
for Kids website at ucc.edu/go/kids.

Cranford/Garwood News

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Temple Sisterhood
Posts Donor Dinner
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood

of Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim
has announced that its annual Do-
nor Dinner Celebration will be held
on Tuesday, May 31, at 6:30 p.m. at
the temple, located at 338 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford.

The Donor Committee for this
event includes Joan Finkelstein,
Alice Goldfarb, Donna Rubin,
Mollie Sperling, Myra Stein, Dor-
othy Steinbach and Lois Waldman.

The theme of the evening will be
a “Down the Shore” celebration.
The festivities will begin with ap-
petizers, followed by a festive pic-
nic buffet, desserts and music.
Kevin Woyce will provide enter-
tainment, presenting a colorful tour
of Jersey Shore history.

Donna Rubin is sisterhood presi-
dent. The Donor Dinner is a thank
you to the sisterhood members for
their strong financial support of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim, its
religious school, youth commis-
sion, Kadima and United Syna-
gogue Youth Groups.

CRANFORD – In recognition of
Oral Cancer Awareness, Dr. Kurt
Krause, in cooperation with the Oral
Cancer Foundation, will offer free
oral cancer screenings on Friday, June
10, at his Cranford dental office. Oral
cancer is not a rare disease. Approxi-
mately 37,000 people will be diag-
nosed with oral cancer every year in
the U.S. It kills one person every hour
of every day, and over 100 new indi-
viduals will be diagnosed with it each
day. The good news is that it can often
be found early in its development,
through a simple, painless and quick

Cranford or Garwood organizations desiring to have
its news published in The Westfield Leader, please put

in story form and e-mail to community@goleader.com

Garwood Announces
Memorial Day Event

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Celebrations Committee will
present the annual Memorial Day
Recognition Program on Monday,
May 30, at noon at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood.

All Garwood residents are in-
vited to attend. This year’s Me-
morial Day Essay Contest winner
is Kelly Sullivan, a seventh-grade
student at Lincoln School. Hot
dogs, chips and beverages will be
served.


