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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Bobby Anstatt and Julie Siragusa have been selected as the Cranford Athletes
of the Week of May 9 through May 14. Bobby, a senior goalie on the varsity lacrosse team, led the Cougars to their first ever
Union Country Tournament final appearance. His defensive leadership and strong play has been the backbone of the team’s
three big wins leading up to the finals. Julie, a sophomore on the varsity softball team, pitched a no-hitter and two-hitter last
week improving her record to 9-4.

ENGLESE BREAKS MEET RECORD IN 400M, WINS 800

Lady Cougars Edge Raiders
For UCT Track & Field Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two meet records were set and one
was tied at the Union County girls
track & field championships held at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on May
20-21, and the Cranford High School
girls with 68 points edged the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, who totaled
60, for the team title.

Summit finished third with 53, fol-
lowed by Roselle at 51, Union Catho-
lic at 46 and A.L. Johnson at 42.
Westfield placed seventh with a total
of 35 but was involved in breaking
one of those meet records.

In the final event of the meet, Blue
Devils Anna Simon, Sirena Van Epp,
Hannah Kronick and Ashley Edwards
crossed first in the 4x400 meters with

a time of 3:57.4 to shatter the previ-
ous record of 4:01.8 that was set by
the Blue Devils in 2009. The
foursome’s time was also a Westfield
High School (WHS) record.

On May 20, Cranford Cougar
Natalie Englese broke her 2009 record
of 56.22 in the 400 meters by cross-
ing first in a time of 55.66.

“My first chore with time on my
hands was keeping my head. I kept
saying 55. I was getting tired at the
200, but I just wanted to max 55 so
bad. You are supposed to shed some
time when you go from indoor to
outdoor. That was my goal, hoping to
shed some time. I really didn’t have
that close competition. It was all
mental today, and I was really pre-
pared. I had a good warm-up, and I

was ready for it,” Englese said.
The 400 was Englese’s only event

of the day, but she had a full load for
the following day with fierce compe-
tition in the 200 and 4x400 in addi-
tion to the 800, which would also
feature Raider Erin Pierce, who was
running in the top-four in the 1,600
meters but seemed to get injured just
before the finish line and walked over
in seventh place.

“I was so happy that I had the 400
first, so I could get it out of the way,
but I have a busy day tomorrow. I
am really excited about the 800. I
know Erin Pierce had a tough finish
in the mile, but she is such a great
competitor, and I hope she is back
up. That is going to be my main
competition. I can’t predict who is
going to win. It is always a toss-
up,” Englese said.

Blue Devil Edwards finished sec-
ond in the 400 with a personal-record
(PR) and WHS record time of 56.68.

“It was a personal best and a school
record,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jen
Boccino said. “It worked out well
yesterday. That was a big one, but she
still wants to get under 56 eventually.
That’s what we are hoping for. For
next week, she is heading in the right
direction. She was very strong at the
end. That’s critical.”

In the 1,600, which was won by
Ines Simoes (Roselle Catholic),
Pierce finished right behind Blue
Devil Kaitlyn Johnson, who finished

LEAHY, A. KIRNA FINISH 1-2 IN 3,200M; 2-3 IN 1,600M

Viking Boys Top Blue Devils
For UC Track & Field Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jack Leahy, Andrew Kirna, Zach
Lizmi and Sam Tooley racked up
team points in the distance events to
help the Westfield High School boys
finish second with 75 points, but the
Union Catholic Vikings won the team
title with 98 points at the Union
County track & field championships
at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
May 20-21.

Governor Livingston and Rahway
tied for third with a total of 51. Sum-
mit took fifth at 36, followed by Eliza-
beth at 26, Dayton at 24 and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood at 20. Cranford
placed 16th with 10 points.

On May 20, Leahy, Andrew Kirna
and Lizmi were trying to keep pace
with New Providence frontrunner

Everett Price in the 1,600 meters with
hopes of finishing under 4:20. Price
crossed first with a time of 4:17.56,
and Leahy crossed second in 4:18.93.
Kirna just missed breaking the 4:20
barrier but finished third at 4:20.31
(PR), and Lizmi finished fourth at
4:23.1 (PR).

“We knew that our training set us
up for going under 4:20. We needed
for counties some guy who could go
out hard, who has gone under 4:20
before to show us how to pace off
him. [Third lap] we came in like 3:15.
We knew we could go under,” Leahy
said. “It was a great race. I stuck with
Everett. He was doing all the work,
and we were holding on for the ride I
think Andrew was holding on. I don’t
know where he broke off.”

As to Kirna just missing getting

under 4:20, Leahy added, “It’s kind
of a bummer to see him not go under.
It’s a huge thing to say you are a sub
4:20 miler, but I am really happy that
I went under. It was good to see
everyone PR’ing,” Leahy said.

The next day, Leahy and Kirna
crossed 1-2 in the 3,200 with respec-
tive times of 9:25.25 and 9:29.88.
Raider Alex Parker finished fourth at
9:57.21, followed by Cranford Cou-
gar Eli Howard at 10:05.75 and Blue
Devil John Kirna at 10:08.57.

Tooley had his work cut out for
him in the 800 running against Price
and Viking Allen Eke. The trio kept in
a tight pack then Eke kicked down the
stretch to cross first in 1:54.32, fol-
lowed by Price at 1:54.66 and Tooley
at 1:55.87. Blue Devil Kevin Ingram
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Probitas Verus Honos

** Cougar Snacks: **
Baseball Cougars Level
Parsippany Hills, 13-2
The Cranford High School base-

ball team leveled Parsippany Hills,
13-2, in five innings in the first round
of the North Jersey, Group 3, Section
2 Tournament in Cranford on May
23. Eric Walano had three hits and
scored four times for the 20-4, No. 10
Cougars, while Sean Trotter, Greg
Matlosz and Justin VanOstenbridge
each had two RBI, and Chris Fulinosz
had two hits.

No. 10 Cougars Rout
Minutemen Nine, 12-2

Greg Matlosz drilled three
doubles, scored twice and had four
RBI as the Cranford High School
baseball team routed Elizabeth, 12-
2, on May 21. Mark Osofsky and
Andrew DiFrancesco each had a
pair of RBI.

*Limited time offer, expires 6/30/11, equipment must be installed by 7/15/11. Combined rebates and tax credits of up to $2,200 may be available and must meet SEER and EER criteria
to qualify. Local, state and utility tax incentives vary by location. Call your local representative for complete terms and conditions. **Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Must present
ad at time of quote; cannot be combined with other offers. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2011 Petro. P_11155

Call now! 877.340.8718 petro.com

when you buy any qualified AC system from Petro. 

SAVE MORE with up to $1,200 
federal tax credits and other rebates.*

PLUS $0 down and affordable monthly payments.**

GET A REBATE UP TO $1,000 

SAVE UP TO $2,200!SURF OUR AC WAVE!

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION    | 24/7 CUSTOMER SERVICE    | SERVICE PLANS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING SIXTH IN THE POLE VAULT…Cougar Pat Lynch clears 11-6 to place sixth in the pole vault at the Union
County track & field championships held at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on May 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING HER OWN MEET RECORD…Cougar Natalie Englese, right, crosses first in the 400 meters with a time of
55.66 to break her previous meet record of 56.22 set in 2009 at the Union County championship held at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield on May 21. Westfield Blue Devil Ashley Edwards finished second with a personal-best time and WHS record time
of 56.68.

Loan Program Rate Points APR*

30 Year Fixed 4.50% -0- points 4.542%

20 Year Fixed 4.25% -0- points 4.277%

15 Year Fixed 3.75% -0- points 3.776%

5/1 ARM 3.125% -0- points 3.089%

OUR RATES

Rates as of 5/17/2011. Loans to $3,000,000 available.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Mendham Wolfpack
Stops Cougars, 6-0,
In Section Softball
*** See Full Story in

Next Week’s Issue ***


