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Cougars Edge Raiders for UCT Track Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

of the day, but she had a full load for
the following day with fierce compe-
tition in the 200 and 4x400 in addi-
tion to the 800, which would also
feature Raider Erin Pierce, who was
running in the top-four in the 1,600
meters, but seemed to get injured just
before the finish line and walked over
in seventh place.

“I was so happy that I had the 400
first, so I could get it out of the way,
but I have a busy day tomorrow. I am
really excited about the 800. I know
Erin Pierce had a tough finish in the
mile, but she is such a great competi-
tor, and I hope she is back up. That is
going to be my main competition. I
can’t predict who is going to win. It is
always a toss-up,” Englese said.

Blue Devil Edwards finished sec-
ond in the 400 with a personal-record
(PR) and WHS record time of 56.68.

“It was a personal best and a school
record,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jen
Boccino said. “It worked out well
yesterday. That was a big one, but she
still wants to get under 56 eventually.
That’s what we are hoping for. For
next week, she is heading in the right
direction. She was very strong at the

end. That’s critical.”
In the 1,600, which was won by

Ines Simoes (Roselle Catholic), Pierce
finished right behind Blue Devil
Kaitlyn Johnson, who finished sixth
at 5:25.44.

“Yesterday, something happened,
and I was crying all day. I didn’t eat
that much, because I did not have
much of an appetite, but coming here
with the rain, and I went out really
fast. If I would have kept with that
pace, I would have gotten a very good
time,” Pierce said. “I don’t really know
coming down the final straightaway,
I just lost it. I went down, hit the
ground, got back up and finished the
race.”

Pierce was ready for the 800, how-
ever, and the pair ran neck-and-neck
until Englese turned it on down the
home stretch and crossed first in
2:17.45. Pierce crossed second in
2:21.09. Blue Devil Amanda
Marcotullio finished fifth at 2:26.03
and Cougar Megan Byrnes finished
sixth at 2:26.14.

“Before the race, she [Englese] was
asking me how I was. We both know
that we both are going to push each

other. She put out a really good time.
I came back today and ran a good
race. I don’t think we are in the same
section, but maybe I will meet her
again,” Pierce said.

“I actually didn’t think that much
today. I wasn’t nervous. I was very
relaxed. I knew I had a lot of things on
my plate today, but I was taking one
thing at a time. I knew she was going
to be good competition and push me.
I heard her breathing down my neck,
so that kept me going,” Englese said.

Englese also finished second in the
200 with a time of 25.36, and team-
mate Ashley McGuire finished sev-
enth at 26.95.

Dayton’s Alexa Williams tied a
meet record (1983) in the high jump
with a clearance of 5-6. Blue Devil
Alex Hawkins placed fifth with a
height of 4-10.

Cougar Bryanna Grant had a battle
with Raider Camille Handy for top
honors in the triple jump, but pre-
vailed with a distance of 37-5.5 to
Handy’s 37-1. Grant also took third
in the pole vault with a height of 9-6.
Kronick took fourth at 8-6, and Blue
Devils Alex Kapadia and Olivia Dun-
ham tied for seventh at 7-6.

“Bryanna did a nice job handling
herself bouncing from pole vault to
triple jump on opposite ends of the
football field. She had, I believe, the
best jump going into finals, then
Camille Handy, on her last attempt in
the final, popped a 37-1. Brie’s best
was 36-5 [before final]. On her sec-
ond attempt, she jumped 37-5 for the
win,” Cougar Head Coach Pete Kane
explained.

Cougars Gillian Burke at 36-2 and
Regine Hunter at 35-3 placed 3-6,
respectively, in the triple jump.

“Gillian popped a huge PR and
went 36-2 and Regine Hunter PRed at
35-3,” added Coach Kane.

Cougar Kristen VanBenschoten
won the discus with a toss of 104-0.
Raiders Danielle Schweizer at 101-
11 and Osa Ebose at 96-9 placed 3-4,
respectively. Ebose placed second in
the shot put with a shove of 35-11.
VanBenschoten at 34-1.5 and
Schweizer at 34-0.5 placed 4-5.

In previous meets, Blue Devil
sophomore Meghan Reilly has been
progressing well in the javelin event.

“She’s up over 108 feet. She has
her eye on the school record at 120,
and she’s only a sophomore. It’s con-
ceivable,” Coach Boccino said.

Reilly did not have her best day, but
she did place third with a toss of 99-4,
followed by Raider Sam Renfree at 99-
3. Blue Devil freshman Christina Mosco
placed eight with a toss of 87-1.

Raider Kathleen Leeper crossed
third in the 3,200 with a time of
11:52.04. Blue Devil Alyssa Hatch
finished fifth at 12:14.96. Raider
Christine Charles placed second in
the long jump with a leap of 16-9.75
and teammate Sarah Robinson took
fifth at 16-4. Burke placed fifth in the
400 hurdles at 1:08.24, followed by
Robinson at 1:08.54 and Cougars
Rebecca Shimonov at 1:08.96 and
Megan Schetelich at 1:09.1. Robinson
crossed sixth in the 100 hurdles at
16.19, followed by Grant at 16.24.
Hunter finished seventh in the 100
meters at 13.21, and Kronick took
eighth at 13.26.

REILLY SCORES TWICE, HAGGERTY RAPS RBI DOUBLE

Minutemen Nine Strike Early,
Stop Raiders in Sectional, 14-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirteen Minutemen stepped to the
plate and produced 10 runs in the top
of the first inning, which catapulted
West Morris Mendham to a 14-5 vic-
tory over the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament on
May 23.

The 9-13 Minutemen pounded nine
hits in that fateful first inning, which
included a pair of three-run home
runs from junior first baseman Nick
Maguire, who finished 3-for-4 with
six RBI and three runs scored. The
Minutemen finished with 16 hits, and
No. 2 hitter in the lineup, Paul Burda,
went 4-for-5 with two RBI and two
runs scored.

Raider starting pitcher Sean Reilly
was tagged for five straight hits, in-
cluding Maguire’s first home run and
a double from Casey Meyers, before
being replaced by James D’Angelo
who got battered with four more hits,
including Maguire’s second home
run, which prompted Head Coach

Tom Baylock to bring in reliever
John Howarth to put out the fire.

Howarth yielded a run in the sec-
ond inning, but held the Minutemen
scoreless for the next four innings.
He ran into some difficulty in the
seventh, walking a pair of batters and
giving up a single to Meyers, before
being relieved by Marcus Rivera with
one out on the scoreboard. In his five-
and-two-thirds innings, Howarth
scattered six hits, walked three and
hit a batter, while striking out five.

“He kept us in the game and gave
us an opportunity to try and score
some runs,” Coach Baylock said. “Ten
runs is tough to come back from, but
we struck with two [runs], and we
had some opportunities, but we just
ran out of time.

Minuteman left-handed pitcher
Dan Dessel managed to keep the 11-
11 Raiders off-balance, scattering
eight hits and walking four, while
striking out seven. The Raiders’ only
extra base hit came in the bottom of
the first inning when Ryan Haggerty
(1-for-4, run scored) lined an RBI
double off the centerfield fence to

bring home Reilly (1-for-3, 2 runs
scored). The Raiders scored twice in
the inning.

“He did a good job, mixing his
speeds. Fastball, changeups, a little
curveball he had there! He kept us
off-balance enough to not let us hit
anything solid,” Coach Baylock said.

The Minutemen scored once in the
second inning as a result of a wild
pitch and a balk call, followed by a
throwing error. D’Angelo singled in
the fourth inning, but was left
stranded. In the fifth, Connor Th-
ompson walked and Christian Zazzali
followed with a single to left, but the
Raiders failed to score.

The Raiders added a pair of runs in
the sixth. D’Angelo and Howarth
walked, Frank Degnan slapped an
RBI single, and Thompson dropped
an RBI single down the third base
line. The Minutemen mixed a pair of
walks, a pair of wild pitches and a
pair of singles to plate three runs in
the seventh. Rivera chopped an RBI
single in the bottom of the seventh.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING THIRD ON A PASSED BALL…Raider third baseman Marcus Rivera waits for the throw from the plate as
Mendham Minuteman Ryan Donovan fives into third in the first inning.
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This pristine, renovated 4 bedroom, 2 full and 2 half bath colonial is located on a private, lushly landscaped lot on a quiet
Westfield street. Quality-built, this 1920’s home boasts many custom updates including a wonderful kitchen with inlay
cabinetry, corian and granite countertops, and SubZero refrigerator as well as beautiful, renovated baths—one with
Jacuzzi. This home is located close to excellent schools (Wilson Elementary, Roosevelt Intermediate and Westfield High
School), churches and temples, award-winning downtown, Zagat rated restaurants, library, YMCA and New York City
transportation. The living space of this wonderful home extends outdoors to the fenced, private backyard with patio and
heated built-in pool.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING SOUTH TO WRESTLE…Flanked by Westfield High School Princi-
pal Peter Renwick and Supervisor of Athletics Sandy Mamary, and backed by
coaches Don MacDonald (left), Glen Kurz (center) and John Cheddar, Christian
Barber, has committed to further his education and hone his wrestling skills at the
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. Barber won the NJSIAA 152-lb
championship in March and placed second in the Senior Nationals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING TO RYDER UNIVERSITY…Raider Charles Oliver, flanked by his
mother Silvia and baby sister Renee, and his father Charles, will continue his
education at Ryder University in Lawrenceville where he will play basketball.
Pictured in the background, from left to right, are: his sister Leah, head coach Dan
Doherty and coach Shawn Johnson.


