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REMEMBERING VIETNAM VETERANS…Optimist Club of Westfield Presi-
dent Rob Nehring, left, presents a contribution to Luke Gibbons in support of
Luke’s Eagle Scout project to plan, design and construct a memorial honoring the
11 Westfield soldiers who died during the Vietnam War. Groundbreaking ceremo-
nies are expected for this Memorial Day. At right is Luke’s father, Keith Gibbons.

Optimists Support Scout’s
Vietnam Memorial Project

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Optimist Club presented the first
major contribution in support of the
Westfield Veterans Fund and Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial during its
monthly meeting at Echo Lake
Country Club in April.

Members of the organization again
demonstrated their commitment to
community service by providing fi-
nancial support for the Eagle Scout
project of Luke Gibbons from
Westfield’s Troop No. 73 and the
newly formed Westfield Veterans
Fund non-profit organization.

Luke’s Eagle Scout project is to
plan, design and construct a memo-
rial honoring the 11 Westfield sol-
diers who served in Vietnam and lost
their lives in the war; the proposed
design was inspired by the Vietnam
Memorial in Washington, D.C.

The project entails the design and
installation of the structure, land-
scaping, walkway, lighting and flag-
poles. Groundbreaking ceremonies
are expected for this Memorial Day,
May 30, with anticipated project
completion and dedications sched-
uled for Veterans Day 2011.

The Westfield Veterans Fund was
established to recognize, honor and
serve all Westfield veterans and will
administer the funding for the me-

morial project. For additional in-
formation regarding the Westfield
Veterans Fund and the Westfield
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, con-
tact Keith Gibbons at
WestfieldVeteransFund@gmail.com
or visit
WestfieldVeteransFund.com.

Further information about the Op-
timist Club of Westfield is avail-
able by contacting Michael Walsh
at optimist@westfieldnj.com or
Darielle Walsh at (908) 654-3144.

Monday’s Parade to Feature
Music and Patriotic Tributes
WESTFIELD – The annual Westfield

Memorial Day Parade is scheduled for
Monday, May 30. Opening ceremo-
nies will begin at 9 a.m. at the World
War I Veterans Memorial Monument at
the North Avenue and East Broad Street
plaza. Participants are requested to be
in the Lord & Taylor West parking lot
by 8 a.m., where line of march loca-
tions will be assigned.

Peter Hogaboom, Master of Cer-
emonies, will provide opening re-
marks. Bob D’Arecca, chaplain and
membership chairperson of Ameri-
can Legion Post No. 3, will offer the
opening prayer and benediction. Bill
Maines, Commander of American
Legion Post No. 3; Bob Farley, Com-
mander of the Mountainside VFW
and this year’s grand marshal, and
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
also will speak at the monument.

Kerry Stubbs will sing his a
cappella rendition of “God Bless
America.” The Westfield High School
Marching Band, directed by Doug
Schwartz, will play “The Star
Spangled Banner.”

A special Echo Taps ensemble, di-
rected by Theodore Schlosberg from
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
will be performed. Playing the “echo”
portion will be Clayton Beyert, Dale
Beyert and Leslie Bartsch.

Luke Gibbons, a life scout from
Westfield Boy Scout Troop No. 73,
will address the crowd. For his Eagle
Scout project, Luke is coordinating
the construction and dedication of a
Vietnam Veterans Memorial honoring
the 11 Westfield veterans who died in
the Vietnam War. The ceremony will
feature an “official” groundbreaking.

Opening ceremonies also will in-
clude a tribute to Frank Woodruff Buck-
les, who passed away this past Febru-
ary at 110 years old. He was considered
the last World War I doughboy. Mr.
Hogaboom will say a few words about
this veteran and legionnaire.

Jack Panosh, Westfield Bell Master
and curator for the Westfield Town
Clock, will present a series of coordi-
nated bell rings. The bell and clock are
located in the tower of the First United
Methodist Church across from the
monument circle. There will be 11
tolls, one for each Westfield veteran
who died in Vietnam. There will then
be 11 rolling tolls commemorating the
ceasefire on the Western Front in World
War I, which was signed on the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.

After opening ceremonies, the pa-
rade, directed by Rob Whitehead,
will head up East Broad Street to
Fairview Cemetery, where the
Mountainside VFW will hold clos-
ing ceremonies. The Westfield High
School Band and the Echo Taps en-
semble will participate. Soft drinks

will be available after the parade for
participants.

With Mr. Farley leading the line of
march, veterans’ organizations, police
escorts, the mayor and town council,
members of the board of education, the
Westfield Fire Department, Department
of Public Works and rescue squad all
will participate, along with various civic
and youth organizations such as the
Lions Club and Westfield Hockey Club,
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts
and Brownies. Mr. Panosh will enable
the town bell to “ring” its way through
the parade.

Also joining this year’s parade will
be a contingent from “Tails of the
Tundra Siberian Husky Rescue,” a
non-profit, volunteer organization
that helps find new homes for abused
and abandoned huskies.

The Westfield High School March-
ing Band and the Westfield Commu-
nity Band also will participate. Addi-
tionally, the Rotary Club will spon-
sor a seven-piece band playing World
War II era music. The band is part of
the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Jazz and Rock Band and will be
led by Mr. Schlosberg.

This year, members of the Sons of
the American Legion and American
Legion Ladies Auxiliary will walk
the parade route offering American
Flags for a $2 donation to offset the
parade costs.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution and Sons of the American
Revolution will have their annual
memorial service at the Revolution-
ary War Cemetery.

The public is invited back to Ameri-
can Legion Post No. 3 after the parade
for a picnic and barbecue sponsored
by the Sons of the American Legion.

The parade committee has ex-
pressed appreciation to the manage-
ment of Westfield’s Lord & Taylor
for the use of its parking lot and
holding a delayed opening.

In the event of poor or question-
able weather on the parade day, call
(908) 233-2767 for a recorded an-
nouncement. Any other questions can
be directed to this same number.

POLICE BLOTTER

The Rubino OB/GYN Group is now offering even 
more convenient office hours. 

 
The Clark office is now open Wednesday evenings until 8 P.M.,  

including expanded office hours for Dr. Jacqueline Saitta.  
And Saturday hours are now available in our Bayonne office 

from 9 A.M.—12 P.M. with Dr. Allan Kessel. 
 

Nationally recognized for non-invasive solutions to women’s health 
issues, The Rubino OB/GYN Group consists of a team of highly  

credentialed specialists who understand women’s health. 
 

Convenient hours in convenient locations.  
         

Yes. We are Open. 
 

New Evening & Saturday Hours. 

Robert J. Rubino, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Audrey Romero, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Lisa Abeshaus, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Jacqueline D. Saitta, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Allan D. Kessel, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Howard D. Fox. D.O., F.A.C.O.G. 

Four NJ office locations in West Orange, Summit, 
Bayonne & Clark.  

Make an appointment today online: 

www.rubinoobgyn.com 
or call: 973-542-2024 
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“The Parables of Jesus” 
 

 
 

Wednesdays at 7:00 continuing through 

August.  The lessons are taught by Irish 

Evangelist Jim McGuiggan on DVD. 

 

All are welcome! 
 

Echo Lake Church of Christ 

419 Springfield Ave 

(Intersection of Springfield Ave. and East Broad St.) 

(908) 233-4946 

www.echolakechurch.org 

Vacation Bible School at Terrill Road Baptist Church
1340 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains

For children who have

completed pre-K to those

finished with 6th Grade

July 11th –15th
9 am to Noon

“The Big Apple Adventure”
Register Now for ...

Hurry! Space is Limited. Register Today!

908-322-7151
Register online at www.trbc4him.org or call

... It’s Fun, and It’s Free!

Funeral Consumers
Plan Presentation

SCOTCH PLAINS – Funeral Con-
sumers Alliance of Central New Jer-
sey will make a presentation on Thurs-
day, June 2, at 7 p.m. concerning
documents people should prepare
during their life.

Topics will include power of attor-
ney, estate planning, wills, rights, a
living will, organ donation and which
funeral directors to use. This program
will take place in the meeting room of
the Scotch Plains Public Library, lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Funeral Consumers Alliance is a
national, educational, not-for-profit
organization with over 100 chapters
in the United States.

Garwood Announces
Memorial Day Event
GARWOOD – The Garwood Cel-

ebrations Committee will present the
annual Memorial Day Recognition
Program on Monday, May 30, at noon
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue in Garwood.

All Garwood residents are invited
to attend. This year’s Memorial Day
Essay Contest winner is Kelly
Sullivan, a seventh-grade student at
Lincoln School. Hot dogs, chips and
beverages will be served.

Westfield
Monday, May 16, a resident of the

1200 block of Rahway Avenue re-
ported being the victim of a burglary.
One or more suspects forcibly en-
tered the premises. According to po-
lice, $50 in cash had been removed
but there was no total value at the
time regarding items that were taken.

Tuesday, May 17, a business on the
700 block of Central Avenue was
burglarized. Officers responding to
activation of a security alarm discov-
ered that the front door of the busi-
ness had been pried open. Authorities
later determined that the person or
individuals responsible gained access
to the establishment via the roof and
had exited through the front door.
Approximately $4,350 in U.S. cur-
rency and coin was taken, in addition
to a safe.

Wednesday, May 18, a Westfield
resident reported the theft of a men’s
yellow Trek 4300 mountain bicycle
from the north-side Westfield train
station after the lock on the bicycle
had been cut.

Thursday, May 19, an act of crimi-
nal mischief was reported at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Av-
enue, in which the south-side wall of
the school was defaced with graffiti.

Thursday, May 19, Lisa Haywood,
42, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue near Westfield Avenue. She
was processed and released after post-
ing $429 bail.

Saturday, May 21, the theft of $240
in currency from a residence was
reported on the 800 block of West
North Avenue.

Sunday, May 22, Harriet Johnson,
35, of Jamaica, N.Y. was arrested on
Prospect Street near East Broad Street
on a Somerset warrant. Johnson was
processed and released after posting
$500 bail.

Sunday, May 22, a burglary was
reported on the 600 block of West
Broad Street. A Tehatsu boat motor
was taken from the garage of a resi-
dence.

Sunday, May 22, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Daniela
Sarullo, 27, of Clark was arrested on
Clark Street near Ferris Place on out-
standing warrants from Springfield
and Linden, in the amounts of $183
and $215, respectively. She was re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, May 23, Justin
Cunningham, 43, of Hillside was ar-
rested at the East Orange Police De-
partment on an outstanding Westfield
warrant in the amount of $500. He
was processed and held in lieu of
bail.

Monday, May 23, an incident of
criminal mischief was reported on
the 700 block of Grandview Avenue,
in which a window on a motor ve-
hicle was shattered.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, May 18, an employee

at a Raritan Road business reported
that, sometime several days prior,
someone entered the shed in the back
of his property and removed a
lawnmower valued at approximately
$250. According to police, entrance
was gained by removing the lock.

Thursday, May 19, a resident of
Algonquin Drive reported that, some-
time overnight, someone entered his
unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in his driveway, and removed
baseball equipment.

Friday, May 20, a resident of Round
Hill Road reported that she has re-
ceived multiple messages from a
former business partner containing
obscenities and other derogatory com-
ments.

Friday, May 20, Steven Castano,
24, of Dover was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 on an
outstanding $458 warrant issued by
the North Plainfield Court. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, May 20, Joan Donovan, 29,
of Scotch Plains was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue
on an outstanding $95 warrant issued
by the Newark Court. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, May 21, Alex Pardon,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct af-
ter police responded to a report of an
individual screaming in the middle of
Jerusalem Road in the early morning
hours. According to police, when the
responding officer tried to calm Par-
don down, he became very angry and
was placed under arrest. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, May 22, Kenneth Thorze,
27, of East Stroudsburg, Pa. was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop on East Second Street.
According to police, the officer ob-
served the suspected marijuana and
Thorze was placed under arrest and
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Fanwood
Wednesday, May 18, Rosa

Contreras, 33, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Fanwood after a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Laurel Place. She
was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Wednesday, May 18, between the
hours of 7:21 a.m. and 2:33 p.m., a
locked bicycle described as a men’s

blue-colored ten-speed, valued at
$100, was removed from the north
side of the train station.

Thursday, May 19, Edwin Zuniga,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
active warrant out of Sayreville after
a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and Stewart Place. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Friday, May 20, Joseph Prince, 48,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
active warrant out of Bound Brook
after police investigated a report of a
suspicious person at Terrill Road and
Mary Lane. He was processed and
released.

Friday, May 20, a resident of
Watson Road reported a package was
stolen from her front porch approxi-
mately one week ago.

Friday, May 20, Kevin Mclean, 32,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Plainfield
after officers responded to a report by
NJ Transit regarding a disorderly per-
son on a train that had just pulled into
the Fanwood station. According to
police, officers boarded the train, at
which time a conductor pointed out
the individual and he was removed
from the train. A check of the
individual’s credentials revealed the
warrant and he was processed and
turned over to the Plainfield Police
Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 17, a large branch

smashed the windshield of a motor
vehicle traveling north on Summit
Road, penetrating both the windshield
and rear window of the vehicle. Ac-
cording to police, the branch fell from
a tree owned by the county. The county
Department of Public Works was
notified to inspect the tree. No inju-
ries were reported.

Tuesday, May 17, Amilcar O. Co-
lon, 39, of Plainfield was arrested on
charges of possession of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22. The officer found
trace amounts of a vegetative sub-
stance in the center compartment of
the vehicle, and a K9 Unit was called
in to inspect the vehicle, police said.
According to police, the canine posi-
tively identified an area that had been
in contact with a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) and the vehicle,
along with another container, was
seized, as well as a large quantity of
money, which also tested positive for
CDS. The currency will be sent to a
lab for processing and released pend-
ing a court hearing, police said. Co-
lon was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released
pending a court appearance.

Wednesday, May 18, Jeffrey E.
Williams, 34, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He was processed
and released.

Wednesday, May 18, a resident
came into headquarters to report that
two fraudulent charges were pre-
sented against her credit card in the
total amount of $642. According to
police, the individual was advised to
contact her credit card company and
cancel the card.

Thursday, May 19, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that
an unauthorized withdrawal had been
made against her debit card in the
amount of $303. According to police,
the individual was advised to contact
her bank and cancel the card.

Thursday, May 19, a resident of
Stony Brook Lane reported that some-
one vandalized her motor vehicle by
keying it while she was away. Ac-
cording to police, a neighbor of the
victim reported that, approximately
two months ago, someone keyed her
vehicle but she never reported it to
police.

Friday, May 20, a resident of For-
est Hill Way reported that after meet-
ing with a contractor in her home,
four checkbooks were missing from
a counter. According to police, calls
to the individual went unanswered.

Saturday, May 21, police responded
to a report of a motor vehicle being
driven across the baseball fields and
basketball courts at Deerfield School.
According to police, an investigation
revealed that an individual allegedly
looking for lost dogs drove across the
fields, leaving tire tracks and scaring
children playing in the area who were
forced to jump out of the way of the
vehicle. Witnesses said the suspect
was yelling and screaming at chil-
dren, accusing them of stealing her
dogs, police said. The individual was
located and issued a summons for
careless driving, and police will look
at surveillance video from the scene,
authorities reported.

Saturday, May 21, an employee of a
Route 22 gas station reported that the
operator of a motor vehicle bearing a
New Jersey license plate, the number
of which he was able to retrieve, pur-
chased $65.56 worth of gas, refused to
pay and fled the scene. According to
police, the attendant described the
vehicle as being a green Toyota, but a
check of the license plate revealed it to
be registered to a black Mercedes Benz.
The individual was described as a
white male, 30 to 35 years old, with
black hair, police said.

Sunday, May 22, Steven Castano,
24, of Dover was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
allegedly driving with a suspended
license. He was processed and re-
leased with a summons.


