
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 26, 2011 Page 5

We Have to Get Rid of ‘Financially
Incompetent’ County Government

This is the second time I have seen this
exact same quote from the Union County
government regarding the 2011 Union
County tax increase. The first time was
during a freeholder meeting in April,
from county manager George Devanney
and whose claim to fame is he is the
nephew of Senator Lesniak and has over-
seen county taxes double in 10 years. The
other time is just now in a local paper
(Westfield Leader May 19, 2011 edition
page 1) and credited to Freeholder Hudak
who has been on the freeholder board all
of five months. Mr. Hudak was probably
credited so he sounds like he knows what
he is talking about. Unfortunately, to put
it simply they both have lied to the public.
Regarding the county budget tax increase,
both had blamed the State of New Jersey
for county budget revenue shortfalls and
then stated, “Had the administration in
Trenton not implemented these cuts, we
would have only had a $3.8-million tax
increase in the (county) tax levy.”

So, if you look at the county tax in-
crease of $14 million, they are blaming
the state for stiffing them on $10 million.
To a point this may be true, but please
continue reading.

Only those who are informed or watch-
ing the county finances know it is all
hogwash and spin to avoid the true blame.
If you are not watching it becomes easy
for them to pull the wool over the county
taxpayers’ eyes and blame someone else.

Having been going to the Union County
budget hearings for six years, I have
become wary of their finances. Yes, the
state did short them revenues from hous-
ing prisoners and grant monies. But what
they did not tell you is that the county
offset this shortfall by taking $10 million
out of the county budget surplus, which
basically is a pool of money in the budget
that can be used for miscellaneous, unin-
tended or emergency costs.

So without that $10 million draw down
the county taxes would have really gone
up $24 million, an astronomical 9 percent
tax impact, not the 1.4 percent impact
they want you to believe. They are shame-
less. So, one $10 million washes out the
other $10 million and you end up back at
the same $14-million tax impact that is all
theirs in blame. If these two are reading
this I request they refute my analysis.
They can’t.

So what is this $14-million county tax
increase? Basically it is comprised of $6
million in health care cost increases since
they just gave 650 county employees
family lifetime “free” health benefits
along with the usual inflationary health
and prescription drug plan program costs.
Also there is $5 million in pension in-
creases for their amazing amount of 3,000
employees on the payroll. The final $3-
million increase is in debt servicing since
they like to borrow, and to note they now
have $547 million in county debt that all
us taxpayers have to pay back sooner or
later.

We, the taxpayers should be livid; and
then they try to pass the blame. We have
to get rid of this out-of-control and finan-
cially-incompetent government. As an
aside here, they just replaced the finance

director, who had 38 years experience
and retired May 1, with a person who
only has one-and-a-half years financial
experience. Does it make sense to have
someone that inexperienced to financially
control a county with a $490-million bud-
get and $550 million in debt?

The only solution is to remove the
incumbent Union County freeholders
enabling this travesty of a government.
One way is actually through the Primary
Election process upcoming this June 7.
Outside of the “Regular Democrats” in
control at the county level, there are other
Democrat factions from Hillside, Eliza-
beth, Plainfield, Rahway and Roselle that
do not agree with the “Regular Demo-
crats” way of doing bad business. There
is an opposing slate of “Democrats for
Change” contending against the incum-
bent “Regular Democrats.” If you are a
Democrat just vote the line for “Demo-
crats for Change.” If you are an Indepen-
dent, just go into the poll on Election Day
and declare yourself a Democrat and then
pull the lever for “Democrats for Change.”
You can always switch back to Indepen-
dent later. Republicans at this point have
no recourse and have to wait for the
General Election.

I am an Independent and this is what I
plan to do to try to re-right this failing
county government. You should too. I
wish us all luck!

Bruce Paterson
Garwood
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Letters to the Editor

I read the Star-Ledger’s editorial on
May 7, 2011 titled “Common Ground on
Health Costs” and found it overly biased
to the public sector versus the private
sector. The editorial stated that the Gov-
ernor was pushing a “flawed plan” for
health care reform, because he wanted
the amount the employee pays tied to the
cost of the insurance. The editorial blasted
him in that it was not fair to the lower
salaried individuals.

I have worked for many companies
and have never seen the cost of health
care being tied to salary. It is always tied
to the service provided, that being the
cost of insurance itself.

There are many that I know that have
lost their jobs. If they are lucky they have
been able to obtain temporary or part-
time employment that does not provide
any insurance. They would then face the
price of private insurance, which costs
$10,000 to $20,000 a year.

The newspaper should list names of
companies that tie the employee health
care contribution to salary. What is the
newspaper’s basis for establishing their
employee’s health care contributions?

The statement, “Sweeney and Oliver

are on the right track by seeking fairness
for public workers and taxpayers” —
What track is that?

Do we expect the Star-Ledger to do
fact checking on their articles and edito-
rials in the future?

On May 19 “Ask the Governor” on
NJ101.5, Senator Weinberg called the
Governor on a funding issue that she has
been pushing for months, despite our
state’s financial situation. I see nothing
wrong with a Senator asking the Gover-
nor a question and am making no com-
ment regarding its importance. I do find it
interesting that she took time away from
the general public’s limited access to the
Governor. I cannot help from wondering,
was this a way of stopping a governor
who is popular with a significant percent-
age of the people from interfacing with
these voters? Will this become a standard
approach that the Governor’s opponents
will take — that being using up all the
airtime in future “Ask the Governor”
shows, thereby isolating many from their
governor?

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Jerry Lewis, at age 85, has announced
that this Labor Day will be his last mus-
cular dystrophy telethon. He has raised
more than one billion dollars for “Jerry’s
Kids” since the telethon began in 1966.

Think of how many lives have been
saved! How many lives have been made
more comfortable! How much hope has
been generated! How much medical re-
search has been made possible!

Mr. Lewis’ announcement is sad. Time
has taken its toll on the great humanitar-
ian and comedian. His telethon was part
of our youth. More than this, he will not
be at his telethon to give his famous
smile, to tell his hilarious jokes, and to do
his famous slapstick to make people with
muscular dystrophy just a little bit hap-
pier, just a little bit more hopeful, while
raising all that money.

He does not live in his fame. He uses it

to help others.
What more can we ask of another hu-

man being?
In a world of this and that tyrant, this

and that dishonorable person, how re-
freshing that there are the Jerry Lewises
to give us hope for a better world to come.

May the day come soon when there
will be no further need for telethons!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

At the very end of 2010, I tripped and
fell on a badly maintained pedestrian
sidewalk on Edgewood Avenue in our
town. My face was badly bruised and my
eyeglasses were broken.

I stopped at the owner’s house two
days later and showed him my glasses
and my injuries. I mentioned that I would
appreciate it if he would contribute to-
ward the cost of new eyeglasses and that
my medical insurance would cover any
other costs. I submitted the bill for the
eyeglasses to him and two days later, I
received a letter from his attorney stating
that a homeowner is not responsible for
injuries that occur on a sidewalk in front
the homeowner’s house. Case law was
included which stated that the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court had upheld that a
homeowner has no responsibility for in-
juries or damages that occur on his side-
walk.

I spoke to our town clerk and town
engineer about the sidewalk. I was ad-
vised to file an insurance claim with the

town’s insurance carrier, Scibal Associ-
ates, which I did. I submitted the paper-
work with the bill for my eyeglasses and
photos of my injuries in mid-February
2011. In April, after six non-returned
phone calls to Scibal, I called my council-
man and told him that I had not received
any communication from our town’s in-
surance carrier.

Amazingly, the next day, Mr.
Colapietro of Scibal called and said that
my claim would not be paid because the
“town had no prior notice of a problem
with the sidewalk at or near 475 Edgewood
Avenue. According to title 59:4-3, a mu-
nicipality must have actual or construc-
tive notice of a condition and not remedy
the condition before the town can be held
liable.”

So my fellow residents take note. Be
careful when walking in our residential
neighborhoods. You are walking at your
own risk.

Florence Duggan
Westfield

In every war that the U.S. has fought
in, from the Korean conflict to today,
these wars were never declared by the
institution called Congress. They were
declared, instead, by the presidency, both
in Democratic and Republican hands.
Under Article I, Section 8 of the Consti-
tution, the power to declare war is the sole
responsibility of Congress and no other.
Yet, as with most issues, Congress has
been diverting more and more power to
the executive branch. Even the War Pow-
ers Act of 1973 allows for the President to
commit troops to battle provided that
Congress is notified 60 to 90 days of
deployment. This act is nothing more
than a poor and faulty attempt at compro-
mise. The question of whether it is the
President or Congress that have the power
to declare war has never been decided by
the Federal Courts, let alone the U.S.
Supreme Court.

If I had the standing, I would challenge
the authority of the executive not only to
wage war, but to also to commit troops
overseas. I would file the papers in court
if I were allowed to do so. I am surprised
that a member of Congress, who would
have more of a standing than I, has never
filed with the courts on such an important
issue such as war, peace, life and death. It
is high time that the question be answered
once and for all. Can one person decide to
send young men and women to face gun
fire? Or is that the duty of 535 persons?
Can the executive commit troops to battle?
Or is that the right of the legislative?
These and other questions must be re-
solved and must be answered for the sake
of the future and the sake of the American
people.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth
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Knights Congratulate
GW Contest Winners
The Msgr. John M. Walsh Council

5437 Garwood Knights of Columbus
would like to congratulate the following
winners of our 2011 Free Throw Contest.

Age 10, Brandon Cheety and Emma
Knutson; age 11, Zach Sluka and Gabrielle
DiCapua; age 12, Connor Fayard and
Alison Price; age 13, Joe Matlosz and
Meagan Beriont, and age 14, Michael
Lesniewski and Monica Archer. All the
winners advanced and won the district
round, and advanced and competed in the
regional round. The winners received an
engraved plaque for winning the Garwood
contest, and a medal for winning the
district round. Our sincere thanks to
Garwood’s Lincoln School physical edu-
cation teachers, Matt Burke and Eileen
Dalton, for their help in coordinating the
Garwood contest. Their dedication and
interest in the students is greatly appreci-
ated. In closing, our thanks to Superin-
tendent Teresa Quigley and Principal
Mary Emmons for their support of the
Garwood Knights of Columbus’s com-
munity activities.

Grand Knight Dennis Clark,
Keith Gallagher, Brian Downey,

Garwood
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