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Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

When Will We Demand Trenton, NJEA
Stop Standardized Tests Insanity?

What is Redevelopment
Versus Rehabilitation?

Note: The following letter was sent to
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and
copied to this newspaper. The mayor’s
response is below the letter.

*****
Are redevelopment and rehabilitation

synonymously the same as referenced in
The Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains Times
newspaper article and the Scotch Plains
Town Council meeting? See the video
library publication. This is in regards to
one of the wealthiest areas of town and
county – specifically the southside of
Scotch Plains and Shackamaxon Country
Club area. If you can’t hear the audio
video tape, please contact the municipal
offices of Scotch Plains.

Lena Crawley
Scotch Plains

*****

Mayor Malool’s Answer
Re: Rehabilitation

Redevelopment and rehabilitation have
two different meanings. The lots that
contain the Shackamaxon Golf Course
and Country Club, as well as various
township-owned lots, were declared an
Area in Need of Rehabilitation. This is a
planning mechanism whereby we were
able to enact a redevelopment plan as a
way to prevent 100 single-family homes
from being built on the property in the
event a golf club is no longer being oper-
ated there. If you would like additional
information, please feel free to contact
me again.

Mayor Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains

Academic Achievement Not Primary
Criteria for New Jersey Monthly

It’s Time to Complain
About SP Taxes

I have been paying taxes in Scotch
Plains for 43 years and during all that
time I have not had a child in school here.
As taxes kept leaping forward, I got ag-
gravated, but I have never complained –
until now. This whole thing with the
sewer tax is outrageous. Not only are they
keeping our money for some possible
future need, they actually increased the
sewer tax by 43 percent this year. It is
almost as much as my entire water bill.

I assume that they plan to pay us inter-
est on our “loan” at the same rate they
would charge us for late payment of taxes.

My family keeps urging me to leave
New Jersey and this Scotch Plains gov-
ernment may well be the deciding factor.

Jean Kellogg
Scotch Plains

Yes, Property Taxes In NJ Are Out Of
Control, But It’s Not The Township

Union Catholic Refutes Allegations
That School Is Not Good Neighbor

Please Be Aware of
Wild Fox in Westfield
I wanted to let someone know that I

have spotted a red fox in my backyard
chasing a small animal on May 12, 2011.
I live on the block of Knollwood Terrace.
Apparently I’m not the only person who
has seen it. I was told by my next-door
neighbor and other residents that they
have also seen it. I would like the neigh-
borhood to be on alert since we have
several new families with infants that
have moved in on the block to be aware
not to leave their infants unattended not
even for a few minutes while they might
be sleeping in a stroller or carriage.

They [foxes] will attack infants if they
are hungry enough. I did notify the police
department and was told, “There is noth-
ing we can do about it.” I just wanted the
public to be made aware of this animal’s
presence in our town.

Donna Russo
Westfield

In response to Mr. Ryan’s letter of May
19 regarding New Jersey Monthly
Magazine’s September 2010 issue rank-
ing high schools in New Jersey, please
permit me to address some of the com-
parisons stated in his letter.

The 2010 ranking of 322 public high
schools in New Jersey indicates outcomes
of the 2008-2009 school year. There are
10 columns of data that the magazine
pulls from the N.J. State Report Card for
2008-2009. Included in those 10 columns
are five columns that are indicative of a
school’s purpose and success: student
achievement.

Let’s look at the numbers compared to
two of the high performing districts cited
in last week’s letter:

Average SAT score in math, verbal
and essay: Westfield 1740, Summit 1735,
and Cranford 1599.

Percentage of advanced proficiency
on HSPA - Language: Westfield 27, Sum-
mit 25 and Cranford 22.

Percentage of advanced proficiency
on HSPA Math: Westfield 55, Summit 45
and Cranford 30.

Number of AP tests offered: Westfield
22, Summit 23, and Cranford 26.

Percentage of AP test takers scoring
3+: Westfield 90, Summit 82, and
Cranford 70.

Overall Ranking by New Jersey
Monthly Magazine: Westfield 41, Sum-
mit 25, and Cranford 13.

It would appear that in the eyes of the
magazine academic achievement is not
primary criteria for a school’s success.

Also to be noted is that despite
Westfield High School’s improvement in
all five academic areas since the
magazine’s previous (2008) publication,
WHS’s ranking dropped.

We share Mr. Ryan’s frustration and
portrayal of our district’s high school in
the magazine. Others have as well. One
member of the community, in discussion
with the editorial board of New Jersey
Monthly, has been told that the polling
institute hired by the magazine for the
2010 issue has not been contracted for the
next (2012) edition.

Margaret Dolan, Superintendent
Westfield Public Schools

This letter is written in response to the
letter in last week’s paper [May 19, 2011
Leader/Times] submitted by Patricia
Balke. Ms. Balke’s letter focused on the
cost of living in Scotch Plains, with par-
ticular emphasis on the sewer surplus,
and she opined that she could not afford
to continue to live in this town.

Had Ms. Balke contacted me to discuss
this, I would have informed her that,
since the sewer utility was created, her
bill of $267 this year would have cost her
$531 if the sewer charges had still been
included in her property tax bill. I also
would have told her that if the sewer
surplus had been returned to ratepayers in
full this year as she advocates, she would
have saved approximately $35 this year,
only to see her rate increase by $51 in
2013.

Instead, we elected to credit the sur-
plus to ratepayers over the course of three
years (a far cry from a ‘nebulous future

endeavor’) in order to avoid sharp spikes
in future bills. Homeowners’ rates will
now remain fairly stable, with most
homeowners seeing their rate remain the
same this year or drop slightly, with an
increase of about $13 in 2013.

However, the increase for commercial
and non-profit ratepayers, who pay the
overwhelming burden of the sewer fee,
would have been dramatic in 2013 if we
had returned the entire surplus this year.
In addition, for the record, Ms. Balke
should know that only 16 percent of her
property tax bill is controlled by the town-
ship.

Yes, property taxes in New Jersey are
out of control, but it’s not the township
that is chasing Ms. Balke away. Anyone
who tries to convince her otherwise is the
one who should be embarrassed.

Mayor Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains

Rajul Shah recently used this space to
attempt to win over public opinion fol-
lowing the Shahs’ unsuccessful legal chal-
lenge to the improvements to Union
Catholic’s athletic facilities. Her letter is
filled with misrepresentations and mis-
leading statements. In the letter, Rajul
Shah contends that the home they pur-
chased next to Union Catholic years ago
is suddenly being “pelted” with foul balls,
and that Union Catholic is doing nothing
to address the situation. At the risk that
the community might be misled by her
claims, Union Catholic needs to respond
with the facts.

Union Catholic followed all necessary
procedures and received permission from
the Township of Scotch Plains to update
the athletic fields in 2009. Only after
Union Catholic announced a plan to ex-
plore the installation of lighting at the
field did legal action begin. The Shahs
filed a lawsuit challenging all of the im-
provements to our athletic facilities; again,
only after Union Catholic announced a
plan to explore lights at the field. This
lawsuit was dismissed in August 2010 by
the Honorable Karen Cassidy, Assign-
ment Judge for Union County. Signifi-
cantly, the Shahs never mentioned the
issue of foul balls in that case.

As the Shahs spearheaded neighbors’
attacks on Union Catholic – angry ap-
pearances at public meetings, calling the
police and health inspector when Union
Catholic hosted events – they suddenly
raised concerns about foul balls. Respect-
fully, Union Catholic administrators did
attend a meeting with Scotch Plains offi-
cials, the Shahs and other neighbors, to
address concerns, legitimate and other-
wise. When the issue of foul balls came
up, we said we would offer a plan to
address it and we did.

In an effort to inflame the public fur-
ther, the Shahs’ letter describes “baseball
players peeing on our properties…” In
fact, there was one incident where a vis-
iting player relieved himself near a
neighbor’s property (not the Shahs.) While
Mrs. Shah took a picture of the young
man urinating, neither she nor the other

neighbor noticed that the player was not
wearing a Union Catholic uniform, al-
though they knew his number (8). The
Union Catholic baseball coach spoke to
the visiting coach, and it was addressed
immediately by the visiting school. All
visiting coaches have been instructed that
all players need to use the restrooms
inside the building. We agree that public
urination is unacceptable.

Union Catholic has plans to reduce the
visibility of the fields, and any foul ball
risk, with evergreens and related land-
scaping. In addition, in response to the
neighbors’ concerns, Union Catholic of-
fered to put up netting along the perim-
eter of the field, to reduce, if not elimi-
nate, the threat of an errant foul ball. The
neighbors rejected this offer because it
might be an “eyesore,” despite their al-
leged safety concerns. The neighbors have
ignored a second proposal offered by
Union Catholic and endorsed by the
Scotch Plains Town Council to contain
the foul balls. Their choosing aesthetics
over safety calls into question the seri-
ousness and legitimacy of their concern.
The facts do not support the Shahs’ state-
ment that Union Catholic “disregards (its)
neighbors’ safety and quality of life.”

Indeed, for years those very same neigh-
bors were permitted to use our outside
facilities, and our gymnasium, at no
charge, a fact absent from Rajul Shah’s
letter. Also, Union Catholic has permit-
ted numerous community organizations
to use our fields at no charge. We are
proud to have over 400 alumni living in
Scotch Plains, and we are proud to be
located in this wonderful community.
We are not the uncaring neighbors Rajul
Shah accuses us of being. For those of
you out there who wish to judge Union
Catholic based on the issues raised by
Rajul Shah, we respectfully ask that you
consider both sides in doing so, as Judge
Cassidy did when she dismissed their
lawsuit last year.

Karen Piasecki
Associate Principal

Union Catholic High School

For two days last week, our children’s
classroom education was interrupted for
yet another standardized test — this time
in biology. Every high school student
currently enrolled in a biology course sat
for two plus hours for two days to take the
New Jersey Biology Competency Test
(NJBCT). Competency may determine
whether or not a student graduates from
high school, regardless of his/her aca-
demic performance. The biology students
in the high school [Westfield] missed
almost a full day of school.

And here is the predictable outcome.
1. Some New Jersey students will get

low scores.
2. Members of the biology education

industry will lobby school systems across
the state to adopt their “bigger,” “better,”
“newer” biology materials... at a great
cost to the taxpayers.

3. NJEA will lobby Trenton and the
local school boards to add “more” and
“better” science teachers to the schools,

at every level... at a great cost to the
taxpayers.

4. Elementary and middle schools, in a
quest to better prepare our students for
this test in high school, will start teaching
more biology content in the early
grades...with “bigger,” “better,” “newer”
science curriculum materials...at a great
cost to the taxpayers.

5. Brilliant students all over the state,
for whom biology is not their strength,
will feel even more poorly about their
science ability and have tremendous stress
over taking the test. Their high abilities in
other areas of study will not be consid-
ered as they struggle through such ques-
tions as: {taken from the practice test}
“Scientists use certain techniques to mea-
sure RNA in various cell types. Which of
the following is most directly observed
by this technique? A. mutation, B.
biomagnification, C. gene expression or
D. osmotic regulation. [Don’t know the
answer? You should turn in your high
school diploma.]

6. When a high school learns of these
students’ low NJBCT score, they will
force the students to eliminate an elective
the following year in an area of study in
which they are interested, strong and tal-
ented, in order to take remedial biol-
ogy.... at a great expense to the taxpayer
AND at a great expense to the child.

When will we demand that Trenton
and the NJEA stop this insanity?

Sara Clarkson
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rhexis – In medicine, the rupture of

an organ or vessel
2. Lampadedromy – A torch in honor

of Prometheus
3. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
4. Matanza – A slaughterhouse

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TENEBROUS
1. Shameful; corrupt
2. Tired, mean, or worn out
3. Dark; gloomy
4. Tenative; timid

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

MAMMONISM
1. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
4. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits

SPRAINTS
1. The waste or dung of an otter
2. Splints used for broken bones
3. Spittle
4. Small number; insufficiency

Newspaper Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

See more letters on page 5

104 years of the newspaper
are available online at

www.goeader.com

Senior Proms Are Approaching;
We Look Forward to the Photos

Many Senior Proms occur in the area during the
first week of June. The gowns, pre-parties, limou-
sines and catering facilities will all be aglow with our
handsome youths. Dads and moms will be filled with
smiles when seeing their daughters and sons adorned
in evening dresses and tuxedos – pinned with cor-
sages and boutonnières. Maybe, too, parents will
hold back a teardrop when noticing their offspring
coming of age.

For the kids, it’s no doubt – the Senior Prom is
excitement, a great time to be had with their friends
and beaus. There are not thoughts about anything
other than the moment – nor should there be.

Gone are the days when the Senior Prom was held
in the school gym and the decorating committee got

the afternoon off to hang crepe paper streamers on
the rims. Of course, that was so long ago that cars
had 4-barrel carburetors, big tail fins, 13/1 compres-
sion engines that burned 100 octane leaded gas (at
$.50 per gallon).

Well nothing is $.50 a gallon anymore and all
television is broadcast in “living color.”

We wish all the seniors to have a wonderful time
at the prom. Enjoy your moment, as it sooner than
you expect becomes your memory. For this time
next year, most will be returning home from their
first year at college.

We look forward to seeing the photos and hope to
publish many of them.

Send your photos to edu@goleader.com.

Memorial Day Calls Upon All Americans
To Appreciate Precious Gift of Freedom

We will remember them all once again this Mon-
day, Memorial Day: America’s military men and
women who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense
of their nation and its people, from the Revolution-
ary War to present-day conflicts. The uniforms of
these fallen heroes may have changed over the past
two centuries, along with the enemies they faced and
the battlefields and seas on which they fought. All of
them, however, gave their fellow human beings the
same precious gift – the gift of freedom.

It was a gift the American colonists gave their
families and their neighbors when they challenged
the mightiest empire in the world for the right to form
an independent nation. It was a gift Civil War sol-
diers gave to American men, women and children
held in bondage. It was a gift the “Greatest Genera-
tion” of World War II gave to millions in Europe, and
guaranteed for an entire world.

It was this same gift so many others carried with
them to Korea, Vietnam and many other fronts
throughout the world, and which American troops
continue to bring to the peoples of Afghanistan and
Iraq today. Even during unpopular conflicts, our
military ranks never wavered in their determination
to bring that gift to others who had lost their freedom,
or perhaps never tasted freedom at all.

Memorial Day’s origins can be traced to the
19thcentury practice in various American com-
munities of decorating the graves of Civil War
soldiers. General John Logan, national commander
of the Grand Army of the Republic, inaugurated
this day of remembrance with a proclamation
dated May 5, 1868. The first observance took
place on May 30, 1868, when the graves of Union

and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National
Cemetery were adorned with flowers. This holi-
day originally commemorated Civil War dead
exclusively, and for many years was called Deco-
ration Day.

New York was the first among the states to offi-
cially recognize the holiday, in 1873. By 1890 all the
northern states had followed. However, southern
states opted to honor their war dead on different days
until after World War I, when the holiday was
broadened to serve as a memorial to Americans who
died in all wars. In 1971, an act of Congress estab-
lished Memorial Day as a national holiday, observed
on the last Monday in May.

Falling on a three-day weekend each year, Memo-
rial Day also has become known as the unofficial
kickoff to summer. We enjoy picnics, trips to the
shore and other leisurely pursuits. These activities
are not inappropriate, but they should not eclipse the
true meaning of the holiday.

While planning our festivities this Memorial Day,
let us remember to fly our flag, a symbol of that
priceless gift of freedom for which so many fought
and died. Let us make time to attend local parades,
as a “thank you” to all American service members,
living and deceased, who ensured that this gift
survived. Let us continue to decorate the graves of
those lost in defense of their nation, lest the sacrifice
they made to protect that gift be forgotten. And not
just on Memorial Day, let us keep alive in memory
those fallen sons and daughters, husbands and wives,
brothers and sisters, friends and neighbors, whose
gift of freedom to us and the world must never be
taken for granted.


