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Photos courtesy of Paul Harbaugh
Elizabeth Harbaugh (Westfield High School (WHS)  Class of 2008), and Katharine Horner, daughter of Patricia Harbaugh Horner (WHS Class of 1979) enjoy The
Westfield Leader during their semesters abroad. Elizabeth, who will be entering her senior year at Carnegie Mellon University, is studying at the University College
of London for a year. Her cousin, Katharine, is pursuing a major in art history at East Carolina University and is studying fine arts near Florence, Italy. Kate is resident
in the Middle Ages town of Certaldo in Tuscany.

Photo courtesy of Vincent Kearney
REST AND RELAXATION…Veronica Kearney enjoys The Westfield Leader in
front of City Hall in Hamilton, Bermuda.

rules set forth by the state in March,
the township library’s $1.3-million
budget will be separated from the
overall budget and listed as a separate
item, similar to sewer charges, on
property tax bills. Mr. Marion em-
phasized last week that the library
item is “not a new charge, fee or tax.”

The township’s capital budget of
$1.1 million will be used for four
major areas: $701,000 for roadway
improvements; $24,000 for drainage
upgrades; $275,000 for parks im-
provements, and $100,000 for the

Building on Park Avenue, moves
down Martine Avenue into the center
of Fanwood, and ends at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood.This year’s parade
will commemorate “The 70th Anni-
versary of the Start of World War II.”

* * * * *
Cranford’s Memorial Day Parade

festivities begin at 9 a.m. from the
Cranford Community Center at 220
Walnut Avenue and finish at 10 a.m.
with a traditional memorial ceremony
at Memorial Park on Springfield Av-
enue between Riverside Drive and
Central Avenue. In the event of in-
clement weather, services only will
be held at Bates Hall at First Presby-
terian Church, located between North
Union Avenue and Miln Street off
Springfield Avenue.

* * * * *
On Monday at noon the Garwood

Celebrations Committee will hold the

be a welcome addition to Scotch
Plains.”

Even after Ms. Peter’s presenta-
tion, which he called “admirable,”
Mr. Naturman spoke again and said,
“I just think it’s the wrong place for a
school.”

Later, he said that residential prop-
erties would be best suited for the
Verizon site.

Mayor Nancy Malool referenced
that parties had expressed interest in
building 300 housing units, or 20 to
30 condos, on the site.

“I outright rejected every one of
those proposals, with my primary
focus on the access point to Cellar
Avenue,” the mayor said. “I was con-
cerned about the traffic impact and
the infrastructure of Scotch Plains.
Also, adding 300 units would add
hundreds (of students) to our schools
[over time].”

She said her first reaction to the
news of a tax-exempt school being
interested in building on Cellar Av-
enue was tepid, noting that Verizon
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in August, part of the first 25 stores to
be closed in the retail chain.

The 4,800-square-foot store will
be a significant loss to the commu-
nity and efforts will be made by the
DWC to fill the square footage with
another marquee shop or business.

The board also highlighted the
Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
Pizza Extravaganza. Scheduled for
Wednesday, July 20, the event has 86
percent of its sponsorships filled from
such companies as Wells Fargo, Stop
& Shop and Horizon Blue Cross/
Blue Shield.

According to DWC Executive Di-
rector Sherry Cronin, the run was
“doing well in registrations so far,”
with over 300 registered participants.

In its tenth year of existence, over
24,000 runners have participated in
the Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
Pizza Extravaganza — 5,000 pizzas
have been consumed by participants
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Cranford Budget Delayed as
State Disallows Provisions

Cranford Discusses Potential
Impact of Housing Plan

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee will continue its public
hearing on the 2011 municipal bud-
get next month because state officials
disallowed the way some budget pro-
visions were treated by local offi-
cials.

The $31-million spending plan in-
cludes a 1.97-percent increase in the
municipal portion of property tax bills
and will result in the elimination of
14 municipal positions. Among the
positions slated for elimination are
two positions in the recreation de-
partment along with a reduction in
the number of crossing guards. Four
emergency medical services positions
will be eliminated as well, with those
responsibilities being absorbed by
the township fire department.

Tuesday’s public hearing on the
budget was brief, with township at-
torney Daniel McCarthy explaining
that the state Division of Local Gov-
ernment Services, which oversees
municipalities’ operations, had sub-
mitted to township officials several
comments on the budget, including a
request that sewer utility revenue be
treated as an operating expense in-
stead of debt service. Commissioner
Edward O’Malley said the state’s
comments were received late on Mon-
day, giving town officials little time
to make the necessary changes and
draft the needed budget amendments.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said the
state urged Cranford to reconsider its
sewer utility decision. Some 70 per-
cent of the local sewer bill “is related
to [the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA)] treatment plant,”
which was financed “with RVSA debt
that we guarantee. It’s debt. It should
be treated that way.”

Consideration of the budget will
resume at the committee’s Tuesday,
June 14 meeting.

In other business, the committee

introduced ordinances raising fees
for fire inspections—“very mod-
estly,” in the words of Deputy Mayor
Kevin Campbell — and increasing
fees for the township swimming pool
for non-residents. Public hearings on
both ordinances will be held on Tues-
day, June 28.

Mayor Aschenbach said the
Cranford Planning Board would hold
a hearing on Wednesday, June 1 to
address the Riverfront project on
South Avenue. Riverfront Develop-
ers LLC wishes to add an additional
21 housing units, three of which will
be designated as affordable housing,
to the $35-million development. If
approved, the township will receive
$756,000 in impact fees from the
developer, which will be used, the
mayor said, for various impact costs
related to the project such as sewer
capacity issues and traffic signal up-
grades. The township committee will
vote on the request for additional
units at its June 14 meeting.

The committee also appointed
members to the recently-created con-
servation utility, which will act in an
advisory role in suggesting ways the
municipal government can better con-
serve in such areas as the conserva-
tion center, sewage usage, leaf col-
lection and garbage pickup.

The seven-member group includes
Steve Andelfinger, Scott Mease, John
Salerno, Michael Kzirian, Nelson
Dittmar, William Montani and Louis
Lambe. The seven will serve stag-
gered terms, with Mr. Andelfinger’s
term expiring December 31, 2011;
Messrs. Mease and Salerno serving
until December 31, 2012; Messrs.
Kzirian and Dittmar serving until De-
cember 31, 2013 and Messrs. Montani
and Lambe serving until December
31, 2014. William Walsh and Ana
Pinto were named associate mem-
bers, and Mayor Aschenbach was
appointed liaison/chairman for the
remainder of this year.

By THOMAS S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township coun-
cil held a special meeting at the Orange
Avenue Elementary School on May 18 to
address the public’s concerns about a
proposed low-income housing develop-
ment planned for 215 Birchwood Av-
enue, currently the site of an abandoned
commercial building and large parking
lot.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach prepared a
PowerPoint presentation that was shown
at the meeting, and Township Attorney
Dan McCarthy spoke to residents about
the legal issues concerning the develop-
ment.

Mr. McCarthy explained that the con-
troversial “Mount Laurel Doctrine,” the
result of a 1975 New Jersey Supreme
Court case, mandates that Cranford has a
constitutional obligation to provide low-
income housing. Cranford had already
been involved with a lawsuit with a de-
veloper over this doctrine regarding a
property located at 555 South Avenue,
located near the Garden State Parkway
and the border between Cranford and
Roselle.

“In this case, with the South Avenue
projects,” Mr. McCarthy explained, “the
owner of that property [Lehigh
Aquisition] came in and filed suit against
Cranford in January of 2008. In that suit,
called the Mount Laurel Suit, [the devel-
oper] alleged that Cranford had not met
its obligations under Mount Laurel and
that they were entitled as a result of that to
what’s called a ‘builder’s remedy.’”

Later in 2008, as Mr. McCarthy con-
tinued to explain, the owner of the 215
Birchwood property, The S. Hekemian
Group, also filed suit against Cranford,
and by 2009, those two lawsuits were
combined into one. The suit was heard by
New Jersey Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal, who determined that Cranford
had an unmet need of 531 affordable
housing units and ruled in favor of the
developers, allowing them to build as
many housing units on their respective
properties as they want.

The 215 Birchwood property is planned
to consist of 419 housing units, whereas
the 555 South Avenue property is planned
at 168 housing units.

The township is appealing Judge
Chrystal’s decision. “Cranford’s argu-
ment continues to be that our ordinance is
constitutional and compliant,” Mr.
McCarthy explained, “and that we
shouldn’t be put in the position of taking
this formerly commercial property and
overloading this area with residential
development.”

The biggest problem with affordable
housing developments is that the town-
ship will collect less property taxes from
these units as they would from any other
residential property. When combined with
the volume of new residents brought in
by these properties, municipal services
will be overloaded as a result.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach encouraged
the residents in attendance to write as
many letters as possible to Judge Chrystal
encouraging her to reverse her decision.
“We have to show outrage about what
this will do. We don’t have exact num-
bers, but [the Brightwood development]
is certainly going to blow up the sewer-
age capacity, the drainage… [we] can’t
handle what we have now.”

“[The Orange Avenue school] is one
of the best schools in New Jersey,” the
Mayor continued, “and 419 housing units
has got to bring a lot of kids, and I don’t
believe there’s much capacity here left.”

The mayor compared the affordable-
housing projects with Cranford’s
Riverfront development project, which
involves the construction of non-afford-
able housing, and stated that in that in-
stance, the developer is required to pay
the township an “impact fee” which will
cover the cost of various improvements
that need to be made to accommodate the
new housing units, such as improvements
to the traffic lights and stormwater man-
agement systems.

“The owner [of the Birchwood prop-
erty] is a hedge fund, they don’t care
about Cranford,” Mayor Aschenbach
stated.

had paid about $50,000 in taxes. She
said she went to the initial meetings
with Newmark “as a courtesy,” but
ended up being “so moved” by their
presentation that “it really, as a par-
ent, struck me and moved me emo-
tionally.”

“The benefits the school brings to
the town add to our quality of life,”
she said. “As an added benefit,” she
stressed the reduced transportation
costs to the district in terms of keep-
ing special-needs students in-district.

She said, ultimately, the $50,000 in
taxes ends up equating to $8,000 in
actual money to the township, with
the rest split amongst the county and
board of education.

The one dissenting board opinion
came from Alice Agran. She said
while it was a “very impressive pre-
sentation,” she cited issues from pos-
sible flooding to a tax shortfall.

She said she took the public’s input
into consideration. “People say we
do things that make it harder on them”
from a financial perspective.

acquisition of vehicles and equip-
ment.

Mr. Marion said the biggest chal-
lenges going into 2012 are economic
conditions locally and nationwide;
the possibility of state aid cuts, which
were frozen this year; additional cost
increases for items such as health
insurance and pensions; further re-
ductions in  force and the increasing
number of tax appeals. He said 209
tax appeals have been filed so far this
year versus 166 in all of 2010, 50 in
2009 and 30 in 2008.

borough’s annual Memorial Day Rec-
ognition Program at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 37 South Avenue
Garwood. Hot dogs, chips, and bev-
erages will be served.

* * * * *
Clark’s 11th annual Memorial Day

Parade begins at 9:30 a.m. with
marchers proceeding from Nassau
Street to Arthur L. Johnson High
School.

* * * * *
Summit’s parade kicks off at 10

a.m. with Memorial Day observances,
followed by a ceremony at the Veter-
ans Memorial on the Village Green.
The parade will begin from the Bouras
Building parking lot on DeForest
Avenue and proceed down
Beechwood Road, right on Spring-
field Avenue and left on Maple Street
to the Village Green where a cer-
emony will be held.

and spectators. According to Ms.
Cronin, Ferraro’s will still be provid-
ing pizza, but, in all probability, to a
lesser extent than previous years.

In other news, it was announced
the DWC has spent 22 percent of its
operating budget accounting for four
months of activity.

A grant was approved for Platform
Hair Studio, a new business located
at 325 South Avenue West, while the
grant approval for American Shoe
Repair was tabled until more infor-
mation was obtained.

Studio S, a clothing and accessories
boutique, will be opening at 112 Cen-
tral Avenue, the previous site of the
Presidential Pen Company. The grand
opening is scheduled for June 4.

The next DWC board of directors
meeting open to the public is sched-
uled for Monday, June 27, at 7:30
p.m. The DWC office is located at
105 Elm Street.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TO BUILD?…Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach, left, and Township Attorney
Dan McCarthy field questions at a special council meeting held May 18 to address
the public’s concerns about a proposed low-income housing development.

The Scotch Plains Rotary Woof Walk by Betsey Burgdorf

GW Names Lt. Underhill as
Next Borough Police Chief

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Police Lieutenant
Bruce Underhill was selected to re-
place retiring Police Chief William
Legg, the Borough of Garwood Coun-
cil announced Tuesday night. Mr. Legg
announced his retirement two months
ago.

“I’m ecstatic. I have some big shoes
to fill,” Lt. Underhill told
The Westfield Leader. Lt.
Underhill has served on
the police force for 25
years and was promoted
to lieutenant the same
year Mr. Legg was ap-
pointed chief, he said,
about five or six years
ago.

Council President
Timothy Hak announced
to the council that the
Police Search Commit-
tee recommended Mr.
Underhill to be the po-
lice chief. Mr. Hak told The Leader that
the job of police chief was between Mr.
Underhill and Lieutenant James Pipala.
He said both candidates have extensive
experience.

The council will have a swearing in
of the new police chief on Tuesday,
June 28, at 7:15 p.m.

During the workshop meeting,
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said the
water leaking outside Personal Best
has stopped. She also said rumors in
town were that a person had been in-
jured by tripping over a raised sidewalk
due to a tree uprooting a portion of the
sidewalk outside of Borough Hall.

During the public comment portion
of the workshop, resident Anne Leonard
said she saw a woman trip over the red
bricks outside Lorenzos that resulted in
bruising. She said the bricks are com-
ing up. Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said there is $25,000 in the
budget for sidewalk repairs.

The mayor also suggested running a
seminar on how to handle Open Public
Record Act (OPRA) requests for town-
ship employees, council members and
possibly school board members and
other employees in the borough who
would have a need. The seminar would
cost $1,500 and could accommodate
up to 40 people. The mayor said if there
were available seats that she would
open the seminar up to other munici-
palities, which would pay for their spots.

“In the long run, knowing the law…is
extremely important… It can also be
very costly if you make a mistake,”
Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Ms. Ariemma also said she would
like to investigate other joint insurance
funds (JIF) to control costs in insur-
ance. She said her investigation would
not cost any additional funds. She said
she would like to have a borough health
insurance plan that has options to in-
clude a less expensive plan instead of
the current plan, where only one ex-
pensive option is available. She also
said since the police department con-
tract is up at the end of the year, that
“maybe we can negotiate.”

During the public comment portion
of the workshop, resident Bruce Pater-
son inquired about a street project on
the 200 block of Willow Avenue, and

asked the council to consider using a
better grass seed. Borough Engineer
Donald Guarriello said the brand of
seed the borough uses now has a 70-to-
80-percent success rate in growing with-
out weeds.

During the regular meeting, Mr. Hak
said the borough would solicit propos-
als for bulk pic up. New playground
resurfacing at Hartman Park across from

the school will begin, he
said.

The council approved
raffle license applica-
tions from the Knights of
Columbus and Best
Friend Dog Adoption.

A Memorial Day Rec-
ognition Program will be
held this Monday, May
30, at noon at the Knights
of Columbus hall, Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco
said. She also encour-
aged Garwood residents
to attend neighboring

Cranford’s Memorial Day Parade. She
also congratulated Kelly Sullivan on
her win of the essay contest at Lincoln
School.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, repre-
sentative of the Athletic Field Complex
Project Committee, said, “[The engi-
neering firm of] Hatch Mott MacDonald
will begin to install the 10 boring sites
in early June.”

At the Union County Air Traffic
Noise Advisory Board’s May 23 meet-
ing, Mr. Petruzzelli asked Sue Baer,
director of aviation at the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey, about
noise impact data from the Newark
Liberty International Airport on Union
County.

“She politely refused to send the
noise impact data that we requested
showing the impact on Union County.
The committee will continue to pursue
the data,” he said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu, represen-
tative of the Shared Services Investiga-
tive Committee, said he was looking
into the benefits of a dispatch center for
9-1-1 calls.

During the public comment portion
of the regular meeting, Mr. Paterson
asked why the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA) has not made a
report to the council in over a year. He
said when former councilman Charles
Lombardo was RVSA president, he
would make quarterly reports before
the Garwood council. The mayor said
she would ask the RVSA president to
come to a meeting to give an update.
She said she has received written re-
ports from the RVSA.

Mr. Paterson also asked the council
to clarify how much municipal taxes
will go up, saying there has been a
discrepancy on what the reported tax
rate increase will be. Ms. Ariemma
said she would check the figures and
announce it at the next meeting.

The mayor also announced that the
council is creating a new special com-
mittee called Police Contract Nego-
tiations Committee, consisting of
Councilman Victor DeFilippo as
chairman, Mayor Quattrocchi and
Council President Hak. The police
department contract expires Satur-
day, December 31.

Lt. Bruce Underhill


