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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LONG TIME COMING…At a groundbreaking ceremony held May 19, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr dons a hard hat
along with Elite Properties Principals Tom Powers and Amerigo Checchio and “breaks ground” on the future site of
Fanwood Crossing, a mixed-use property on the corner of South and Martine Avenue.  Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholder
Angel Estrada, Mr. Powers, Mayor Mahr, Mr. Checchio, and Assemblywomen Linda Stender.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
OVER AND ABOVE…Fanwood Rescue Squad EMT Ian Lewis was chosen as
Outstanding EMT at this year’s Overlook EMS Dinner held May 19 at Overlook
Medical Center to coincide with National EMS Week.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HONORING OUR HEROES…Flags are placed on the graves of veterans buried
in Fairview Cemetery in Westfield, including these on Revolutionary Hill,
honoring them for their service to their country. Approximately 4,000 flags are
donated and placed by the American Legion every year.

SP Council OKs $23.5-Million
Budget In Party-Line Vote

Memorial Day Parades
Scheduled to Honor Veterans
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council last week voted to ap-
prove the 2011 municipal budget,
with the three Republicans on the
governing body criticizing calls by
the two Democrats to use more sur-
plus funds as a way to effect a zero
property-tax increase.

By a 3-2 vote at its May 18 meet-
ing, the council approved the
$23,491,080 spending plan that will
be financed in part by a 13.4-cent
increase in the municipal portion of
property tax bills to $1.565 per $100

of assessed value, meaning the aver-
age assessed home of $122,100 will
see the portion of the tax bill dedi-
cated to local government purposes
rise by about $57, from $1,853 last
year to $1,910. The municipal bud-
get, including the library, is up
$531,923 over 2010.

Saying it would be “unwise” to use
too much surplus as a further rev-
enue-enhancer this year, Mayor
Nancy Malool called the proposals
by Democrats Kevin Glover and
Michael Marcus “a gimmick” that
would negatively effect township fi-
nances in coming years. She praised

remarks earlier in the meeting by
former mayor Martin Marks, who
admitted that the council’s zero tax
increase in 2000, when he was mayor,
had been a “mistake” because it had
relied too heavily on using township
surplus funds. Three years later,
Mayor Malool noted, that tax freeze
“came back to haunt us” in the form
of an 18-point property-tax increase.

This year’s budget will use about
$2.37 million in surplus funds, but
Councilmen Glover and Marcus last
week urged that more be used, or that
some of the several hundred thou-
sand dollars of surplus in the local
sewer utility be tapped to avoid the
need for a property tax increase. Call-
ing use of those reserves a “perfectly
legitimate and reasonable” way to
lessen the tax burden, Mr. Marcus
recalled that the top issue in his elec-
tion campaign for mayor last year
had been rising property taxes.

Mr. Glover went further, urging the
council to anticipate in its revenue
projections more money from con-
struction code fees and from the fund
for delinquent taxes.

“This is not reckless,” he said, “this
is prudent. We have the money.” A
motion by Mr. Glover to table the
budget failed on a party line 3-2 vote.

Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola la-
beled the Democrats’ proposals as
“gambling,” “reckless” and a “shell
game,” saying they would “back us
into a corner” and lead to layoffs and
higher interest rates on municipal
bonds.

Councilman William Vastine
warned against spending too much of
the surplus and a repeat of the situa-
tion of a decade ago, as former mayor
Marks had spoken of earlier in the
meeting. He called the differences
between the two parties’ proposals
the difference between “political
management and political grand-
standing.”

The township budget will account
for about 16 percent of the total prop-
erty tax bill, according to Township
Manager Chris Marion. During a 20-
minute Powerpoint presentation, he
detailed revenue sources, which be-
sides the $2.4 million of surplus, also
include $2.2 million in state aid,
$570,000 in anticipated construction
code fees, $20,000 in investment in-
terest and $14.2 million in property-
tax revenue.

Due to a change in library funding

AREA – Local towns are hosting
Memorial Day Parades this holiday
weekend. A rundown of these events
is as follows:

For those looking to remember our
veterans a day early, Rahway will
hold its parade beginning at 1:30 p.m.
on Sunday, May 29 from the City
Hall complex at the corner of Milton
Avenue and Main Street. The parade
will proceed west on Milton Avenue,
north on Pierpont Street, east on Elm
and north on Irving Street, south on
Main Street ending at the viewing
station in front of City Hall. After-
wards, the public is invited to the
American Legion Post No. 5 at 581
Maple Avenue for refreshments.

On Memorial Day the annual
Rahway Mayor’s 5K will take place.
The 1-Mile Fun Run/Walk kicks it
off at 9 a.m. followed by the Pee Wee
10-Meter Run at 9:30 a.m. and the
Mayor’s Trophy 5K Run and Wheel-
chair Athletes event at 9:45 a.m.

* * * * *
Westfield parade festivities kick

off at 9 a.m. on Monday at the World
War I Veterans Memorial Day Monu-
ment at the intersection of North Av-
enue and East Broad Street. This

year’s opening ceremonies will in-
clude a ground breaking for a Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial, the Eagle
Scout Project of resident Luke Gib-
bons. Following the opening ceremo-
nies, the parade route will continue
down North Avenue to East Broad
Street to Fairview Cemetery where
members of the American Legion
and the Veterans of Foreign War will
conduct closing ceremonies. This year
the Westfield High School Marching
Band will honor veterans with a con-
cert at Fairview comprised of patri-
otic music of all branches of the U.S.
Armed Services.

* * * * *
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial

Day observances begin with a me-
morial service at 8 a.m. at American
Legion Post 209 at Park Avenue and
Sunset Place in Scotch Plains, fol-
lowed by a 9 a.m. wreath laying at the
Fanwood Memorial Library at
Tillotson Road and North Avenue
and the 10 a.m. wreath laying at the
Veterans Monument at Park Avenue
and Front Street in Scotch Plains.

The parade begins at 10:45 a.m.
from the Scotch Plains Municipal
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Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME…Newmark School Attorney Steve Hehl, alongside Newmark School
Executive Director/Co-founder Regina Peter, present their case for moving the
school to Scotch Plains at the planning board meeting Monday night.

Scotch Plains Planning Board
Approves Newmark School

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
will welcome The Newmark School
into its community after a 7-1 plan-
ning board vote for final site-plan
approval was conducted on Monday.
The school – which caters to those
with learning and/or behavioral dis-
abilities – had already satisfied the
zoning requirements for Cellar
Avenue’s B-1 zone.

After three hours of testimony, the
board gushed at the “thorough” na-
ture of the presentation and spoke
glowingly of the quality-of-life boon
the school will provide to Scotch
Plains.

The Newmark School has two fa-
cilities at present – a K-8 in Plainfield
and a high school in Carteret – but
will now consolidate its efforts at the
Cellar Avenue property, located at
the extreme southeastern end of the
township at its border with Clark.

The five-acre lot had housed a re-
gional Verizon office.

The vacant building will be reno-
vated, and additions will be placed on
either side. At maximum, there will
be 140 students in the school at its
peek time, with an additional 50 staff
members. Parking will be reduced on
the site to accommodate larger green
spaces for students. The structure re-
quires no variances, as it does not
violate any condition outlined in the
township’s zoning ordinance.

Some residents, specifically those
in the neighboring Southwyck Vil-
lage, expressed distaste for the
project. Leonard Naturman said the
school was “really going to impact”
residents’ lives and “infringe” on the
Southwyck neighborhood. He wor-
ried about unattended children head-
ing through a wooded area and into
the development.

One Southwyck resident worried
about the impact of construction on
Robinson Creek, which has a ten-
dency to flood. Engineers had said
the project “was not going to impact
flood elevation.”

Ron Lindy, who also lives at
Southwyck, represented the oppos-
ing viewpoint. He said, “The chil-

dren are not wild...I think the school
is doing a heck of a job. I welcome
them to our community.”

Regina Peter, co-founder and ex-
ecutive director of the school, de-
scribed Newmark as a “state-funded
private school.” She said small class
sizes – eight to 11, at most – are a
hallmark of the school, which caters
to those she described as having high-
functioning autism, anxiety, ADD and
obsessive-compulsive disorders.

She said the “majority” of
Newmark students go to college. She
dispelled any belief that the students
are unruly, saying no students have
police records. “They are just much
more fragile and need a structured
environment,” she said. Students
come from all of the surrounding
towns, including Scotch Plains,
Westfield, New Providence and Sum-
mit. About 17 students are Scotch
Plains residents.

“I’m a Scotch Plains resident,” Ms.
Peter said. “It’s going to be a safe
place. To have them (kids) be a part
of a community is important.”

Mr. Lindy again spoke in favor of
the project, saying that the school’s
mission is an important one. “It would
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Ferraro’s Fire Discussed
By Westfield SID Board

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) held
its monthly board of directors meet-
ing this past Monday night to discuss
proposed improvements to the town,
to promote DWC events, and to ad-
dress recent events affecting the
downtown area.

The six-alarm fire that occurred at
Ferraro’s Restaurant in the early
morning hours of May 5 was dis-
cussed. Ferraro’s on Elm Street is
located at the heart of the Special
Improvement District (SID), the busi-
ness and residential area the DWC is
charged with promoting.

No one was seriously injured in the
fire, but it destroyed the restaurant
and damaged neighboring buildings.

Anthology, a women’s clothing
store located at 125 Quimby Street,
sustained “major smoke damage”
according to Town Administrator
James Gildea, resulting in a loss of all
its merchandise.

The owner of Anthology plans to
relocate the store to another site in
town or rebuild at its current location.
For those interested in the products
Anthology has to offer, the business
has another store in Hoboken and is
offering delivery to customers in
Westfield. More information can be

found at shopanthology.com.
On the end of the block adjacent to

North Avenue, State Farm Insurance,
located at 2 Elm Street, also suffered
damage.

According to Mr. Gildea, the own-
ers of Ferraro’s are “throwing around
ideas” between a major expansion
with additional residential space or
reconstructing the restaurant as it was.

Depending on the scope of the
project that is eventually decided
upon, it was speculated that it would
take from six to eighteen months to
complete the new restaurant.

The DWC approached the owners
of Ferraro’s to offer any assistance it
could provide. The owners expressed
their thanks to the DWC and the
public for their support and wanted to
inform the public that Ferraro’s South,
located at 425 South Elmer Street, is
open for catering, take-out, delivery
and on-line orders. More informa-
tion can be found at
ferrarosrestaurant.com.

The DWC discussed the closing of
Talbots, a Westfield staple for 25
years. The clothing and accessories
store will be closing approximately
75 to 100 stores, beginning this year
until 2013.

Westfield’s Talbots, located at 217
North Avenue West, will be closing
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