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Elizabeth Harbaugh (WHS Class of 2008) and Katharine Horner, daughter of Patricia Harbaugh Horner (WHS Class of 1979) enjoy The Westfield Leader during
their semesters abroad. Elizabeth, who will enter her senior year at Carnegie Mellon University, is studying at the University College of London for a year. Her cousin,
Katharine, is pursuing a major in art history at East Carolina University and is studying fine arts near Florence, Italy. Kate is a resident in the Middle Ages town of
Certaldo in Tuscany.

ley Heights for the past three years for
resource-room charges.
Mountainside will have a structured,
five-year payment schedule, which
Daniel Saragnese, school business
administrator, determined the district
can afford.

Finally, Mountainside BOE staff
will have a say in assisting Berkeley
Heights educators in developing Indi-
vidual Education Plans, or IEPs, used
to determine the course direction for
Mountainside special education stu-
dents.

According to Mr. Ruban, the settle-
ment will save the Mountainside BOE
significant and continued court costs.
“This agreement will stop the mount-
ing expense and inconvenience of this
litigation and allow us to work to-
gether with Berkeley Heights going
forward in a spirit of goodwill for the
benefits of all children in both of our
communities.”

Mr. Saragnese then submitted a pre-
sentation to the audience concerning
the new subscription bussing program
instituted by the district to trim costs.

Mr. Saragnese stated that he, in con-
junction with members of his staff and
the Vogel Bus Company, determined
“who would be receiving a ride that’s
mandated and not charged…and those
people who are identified as subscrib-
ers were identified appropriately.”

According to Mr. Saragnese’s pre-
liminary estimates, 296 riders are
scheduled to be routed to either Gov-
ernor Livingston High School or
Union County Vo-Tech.

These students will not be charged
for bussing, as the distances from
their homes to their school are over
the state-mandated, two-and-a-half-
mile (for high-school students) limit.

With respect to the district’s kinder-
garten through eighth-grade students,
146 students also are state-mandated
to receive free busing, as they reside
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Cranford Budget Delayed
As State Disallows Provisions

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee will continue its public hearing on
the 2011 municipal budget next month
because state officials disallowed the way
some budget provisions were treated by
local officials.

The $31-million spending plan in-
cludes a 1.97-percent increase in the
municipal portion of property tax bills
and will result in the elimination of 14
municipal positions. Among the posi-
tions slated for elimination are two po-
sitions in the recreation department
along with a reduction in the number of
crossing guards. Four emergency medi-
cal services positions will be elimi-
nated as well, with those responsibili-
ties being absorbed by the township
fire department.

Tuesday’s public hearing on the bud-
get was brief, with Township Attorney
Daniel McCarthy explaining that the
state Division of Local Government Ser-
vices, which oversees municipalities’
operations, had submitted to township
officials several comments on the bud-
get, including a request that sewer utility
revenue be treated as an operating ex-
pense instead of debt service. Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley said the state’s
comments were received late on Mon-
day, giving township officials little time
to make the necessary changes and draft
the needed budget amendments.

Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said the
state urged Cranford to reconsider its
sewer utility decision. Some 70 percent
of the local sewer bill “is related to [the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA)] treatment plant,” which was
financed “with RVSA debt that we guar-
antee. It’s debt. It should be treated that
way.”

Consideration of the budget will re-
sume at the committee’s Tuesday, June
14 meeting.

In other business, the committee in-

GW Names Lt. Underhill as
Next Borough Police Chief

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Police Lieuten-
ant Bruce Underhill was selected to
replace retiring Police Chief Will-
iam Legg, the Borough of Garwood
Council announced Tuesday night.
Mr. Legg announced his retirement
two months ago.

“I’m ecstatic. I
have some big shoes
to fill,” Lt. Underhill
told The Westfield
Leader. Lt. Underhill
has served on the po-
lice force for 25 years
and was promoted to
lieutenant the same
year Mr. Legg was
appointed chief, he
said, about five or six
years ago.

Council President
Timothy Hak an-
nounced to the coun-
cil that the Police
Search Committee
recommended Mr.
Underhill to be the police chief. Mr.
Hak told The Leader that the job of
police chief was between Mr.
Underhill and Lieutenant James
Pipala. He said both candidates have
extensive experience.

The council will have a swearing
in of the new police chief on Tuesday,
June 28, at 7:15 p.m.

During the workshop meeting,
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said the
water leaking outside Personal Best
has stopped. She also said rumors in
town were that a person had been
injured by tripping over a raised
sidewalk due to a tree uprooting a
portion of the sidewalk outside of
Borough Hall.

During the public comment por-
tion of the workshop, resident Anne
Leonard said she saw a woman trip
over the red bricks outside Lorenzos
that resulted in bruising. She said the
bricks are coming up.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said there is $25,000 in the budget for
sidewalk repairs.

The mayor also suggested running
a seminar on how to handle Open
Public Record Act (OPRA) requests
for township employees, council
members and possibly school board
members and other employees in the
borough who would have a need. The
seminar would cost $1,500 and could
accommodate up to 40 people. The
mayor said if there were available
seats that she would open the seminar
up to other municipalities, which
would pay for their spots.

“In the long run, knowing the
law…is extremely important… It can
also be very costly if you make a
mistake,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Ms. Ariemma also said she would
like to investigate other joint insur-
ance funds (JIF) to control costs in
insurance. She said her investiga-
tion would not cost any additional
funds. She said she would like to
have a borough health insurance
plan that has options to include a
less expensive plan instead of the
current plan, where only one ex-
pensive option is available. She also
said since the police department
contract is up at the end of the year,
that “maybe we can negotiate.”

During the public comment por-
tion of the workshop, resident Bruce
Paterson inquired about a street
project on the 200 block of Willow
Avenue, and asked the council to
consider using a better grass seed.
Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
said the brand of seed the borough
uses now has a 70-to-80-percent suc-
cess rate in growing without weeds.

During the regular meeting, Mr.
Hak said the borough would solicit
proposals for bulk pic up. New play-
ground resurfacing at Hartman Park
across from the school will begin, he
said.

The council approved raffle license
applications from the Knights of Co-
lumbus and Best Friend Dog Adop-
tion.

A Memorial Day Recognition Pro-
gram will be held this Monday, May
30, at noon at the Knights of Colum-
bus hall, Councilwoman Sara Todisco
said. She also encouraged Garwood

residents to attend
n e i g h b o r i n g
Cranford’s Memorial
Day Parade. She also
congratulated Kelly
Sullivan on her win of
the essay contest at
Lincoln School.

Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli, represen-
tative of the Athletic
Field Complex Project
Committee, said,
“[The engineering
firm of] Hatch Mott
MacDonald will begin
to install the 10 boring
sites in early June.”

At the Union County Air Traffic
Noise Advisory Board’s May 23
meeting, Mr. Petruzzelli asked Sue
Baer, director of aviation at the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey, about noise impact data from the
Newark Liberty International Airport
on Union County.

“She politely refused to send the
noise impact data that we requested
showing the impact on Union County.
The committee will continue to pur-
sue the data,” he said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu, repre-
sentative of the Shared Services In-
vestigative Committee, said he was
looking into the benefits of a dispatch
center for 9-1-1 calls.

During the public comment por-
tion of the regular meeting, Mr. Pater-
son asked why the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) has not
made a report to the council in over a
year. He said when former council-
man Charles Lombardo was RVSA
president, he would make quarterly
reports before the Garwood council.
The mayor said she would ask the
RVSA president to come to a meeting
to give an update. She said she has
received written reports from the
RVSA.

Mr. Paterson also asked the coun-
cil to clarify how much municipal
taxes will go up, saying there has
been a discrepancy on what the re-
ported tax rate increase will be. Ms.
Ariemma said she would check the
figures and announce it at the next
meeting.

The mayor also announced that the
council is creating a new special com-
mittee called Police Contract Nego-
tiations Committee, consisting of
Councilman Victor DeFilippo as
chairman, Mayor Quattrocchi and
Council President Hak. The police
department contract expires Satur-
day, December 31.

Lt. Bruce Underhill

Cranford Discusses Potential
Impact of Housing Plan

By THOMAS S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township coun-
cil held a special meeting at the Orange
Avenue Elementary School on May 18 to
address the public’s concerns about a
proposed low-income housing develop-
ment planned for 215 Birchwood Av-
enue, currently the site of an abandoned
commercial building and large parking
lot.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach prepared a
PowerPoint presentation that was shown
at the meeting, and Township Attorney
Dan McCarthy spoke to residents about
the legal issues concerning the develop-
ment.

Mr. McCarthy explained that the con-
troversial “Mount Laurel Doctrine,” the
result of a 1975 New Jersey Supreme
Court case, mandates that Cranford has a
constitutional obligation to provide low-
income housing. Cranford had already
been involved with a lawsuit with a de-
veloper over this doctrine regarding a
property located at 555 South Avenue,
located near the Garden State Parkway
and the border between Cranford and
Roselle.

“In this case, with the South Avenue
projects,” Mr. McCarthy explained, “the
owner of that property [Lehigh
Aquisition] came in and filed suit against
Cranford in January of 2008. In that suit,
called the Mount Laurel Suit, [the devel-
oper] alleged that Cranford had not met
its obligations under Mount Laurel and
that they were entitled as a result of that to
what’s called a ‘builder’s remedy.’”

Later in 2008, as Mr. McCarthy con-
tinued to explain, the owner of the 215
Birchwood property, The S. Hekemian
Group, also filed suit against Cranford,
and by 2009, those two lawsuits were
combined into one. The suit was heard by
New Jersey Superior Court Judge Lisa
Chrystal, who determined that Cranford
had an unmet need of 531 affordable
housing units and ruled in favor of the
developers, allowing them to build as
many housing units on their respective
properties as they want.

The 215 Birchwood property is planned
to consist of 419 housing units, whereas
the 555 South Avenue property is planned
at 168 housing units.

The Township is appealing Judge
Chrystal’s decision. “Cranford’s argu-
ment continues to be that our ordinance is
constitutional and compliant,” Mr.
McCarthy explained, “and that we
shouldn’t be put in the position of taking
this formerly commercial property and
overloading this area with residential
development.”

The biggest problem with affordable
housing developments is that the town-
ship will collect less property taxes from
these units as they would from any other
residential property. When combined with
the volume of new residents brought in
by these properties, municipal services
will be overloaded as a result.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach encouraged
the residents in attendance to write as
many letters as possible to Judge Chrystal
encouraging her to reverse her decision.
“We have to show outrage about what
this will do. We don’t have exact num-
bers, but [the Brightwood development]
is certainly going to blow up the sewer-
age capacity, the drainage… [we] can’t
handle what we have now.”

“[The Orange Avenue school] is one
of the best schools in New Jersey,” the
Mayor continued, “and 419 housing units
has got to bring a lot of kids, and I don’t
believe there’s much capacity here left.”

The mayor compared the affordable
housing projects with Cranford’s
Riverfront development project, which
involves the construction of non-afford-
able housing, and stated that in that in-
stance, the developer is required to pay
the township an “impact fee” which will
cover the cost of various improvements
that need to be made to accommodate the
new housing units, such as improvements
to the traffic lights and stormwater man-
agement systems.

“The owner [of the Birchwood prop-
erty] is a hedge fund, they don’t care
about Cranford,” Mayor Aschenbach
stated.

outside of the two-mile grammar/
middle school limit.

According to Mr. Saragnese, “we
have also identified a potential 620
subscribers, including 520 students
who were previously courtesy bused”
who will now have to pay for transpor-
tation to their respective schools.

At this time, Mr. Saragnese said he
cannot accurately determine the num-
ber of students who will participate in
the subscription bus service, nor the
cost for those who do elect to partici-
pate, as he is awaiting responses from
the affected students and their parents.
Parents have until Wednesday, June
15, to inform the district if they wish
their child to participate.

In other news, eighth-grade
Deerfield School student Andrew
Ciallella was recognized at the 16th
annual Wallenberg Honors Program
for his “Cans Against Cancer” Project.

According to Chief School Admin-
istrator Jeanette Baubles, the
Wallenberg Honors Program “was
developed to call attention to, and
praise the behavior exhibited by,
middle- and high-school students
which emulate that of Raoul
Wallenberg. A Swedish diplomat,
Wallenberg is credited for saving thou-
sands of lives in Hungary near the end
of World War II.”

According to Ms. Baubles,
Andrew’s “acts of kindness” exempli-
fied the spirit of Mr. Wallenberg.

The next BOE meeting, open to the
public, is scheduled for Tuesday, June
14, at the Beechwood School at 7:30
p.m. For more information on the
Mountainside BOE, go to
mountainsideschools.org.

troduced ordinances raising fees for
fire inspections—“very modestly,” in
the words of Deputy Mayor Kevin
Campbell — and increasing fees for the
township swimming pool for non-resi-
dents. Public hearings on both ordi-
nances will be held on Tuesday, June
28.

Mayor Aschenbach said the Cranford
Planning Board would hold a hearing
on Wednesday, June 1 to address the
Riverfront project on South Avenue.
Riverfront Developers LLC wishes to
add an additional 21 housing units, three
of which will be designated as afford-
able housing, to the $35-million devel-
opment. If approved, the township will
receive $756,000 in impact fees from
the developer, which will be used, the
mayor said, for various impact costs
related to the project such as sewer
capacity issues and traffic signal up-
grades. The township committee will
vote on the request for additional units
at its June 14 meeting.

The committee also appointed mem-
bers to the recently-created conserva-
tion utility, which will act in an advi-
sory role in suggesting ways the mu-
nicipal government can better conserve
in such areas as the conservation cen-
ter, sewage usage, leaf collection and
garbage pickup.

The seven-member group includes
Steve Andelfinger, Scott Mease, John
Salerno, Michael Kzirian, Nelson
Dittmar, William Montani and Louis
Lambe. The seven will serve staggered
terms, with Mr. Andelfinger’s term ex-
piring December 31, 2011; Messrs.
Mease and Salerno serving until De-
cember 31, 2012; Messrs. Kzirian and
Dittmar serving until December 31,
2013 and Messrs. Montani and Lambe
serving until December 31, 2014. Wil-
liam Walsh and Ana Pinto were named
associate members, and Mayor
Aschenbach was appointed liaison/
chairman for the remainder of this year.

The DWC discussed the closing of
Talbots, a Westfield staple for 25
years. The clothing and accessories
store will be closing approximately
75 to 100 stores, beginning this year
until 2013.

Westfield’s Talbots, located at 217
North Avenue West, will be closing
in August, part of the first 25 stores to
be closed in the retail chain.

The 4,800-square-foot store will
be a significant loss to the commu-
nity and efforts will be made by the
DWC to fill the square footage with
another marquee shop or business.

The board also highlighted the
Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
Pizza Extravaganza. Scheduled for
July 20, the event has 86 percent of its
sponsorships filled from such com-
panies as Wells Fargo, Stop & Shop
and Horizon Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

According to DWC Executive Di-
rector Sherry Cronin, the run was
“doing well in registrations so far,”
with over 300 registered participants.

In its tenth year of existence, over
24,000 runners have participated in
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Downtown Westfield Corp.
the Downtown Westfield 5K Run and
Pizza Extravaganza — 5,000 pizzas
have been consumed by participants
and spectators. According to Ms.
Cronin, Ferraro’s will still be provid-
ing pizza, but, in all probability, to a
lesser extent than previous years.

In other news, it was announced
the DWC has spent 22 percent of its
operating budget accounting for four
months of activity.

A grant was approved for Platform
Hair Studio, a new business located
at 325 South Avenue West, while the
grant approval for American Shoe
Repair was tabled until more infor-
mation was obtained.

Studio S, a clothing and accesso-
ries boutique, will be opening at 112
Central Avenue, the previous site of
the Presidential Pen Company. The
grand opening is currently scheduled
for June 4.

The next DWC board of directors
meeting open to the public is sched-
uled for Monday, June 27, at 7:30
p.m. The DWC office is located at
105 Elm Street.
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Westfield Council Discusses Signal
audience and stood up, yelling that
she was not attacking anyone. When
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that she
was out of order, Mrs. Carluccio
continued to yell that if she addressed
someone in the audience she would
expect that person to respond.

Mr. Caruana said this behavior
was an example of what is being
taught in schools about bullying. He
said Mrs. Carluccio’s behavior is
menacing and threatening because
of the “manner in which she says it.”

After the meeting, the yelling
match continued between Mr.
Caruana and Mrs. Carluccio when
Mrs. Carluccio confronted him in
the hallway, saying, “I haven’t threat-
ened anyone.” Mr. Caruana said,
“Your manner is threatening.” The

argument was stopped when the
mayor and a Westfield police officer
insisted that Mrs. Carluccio step out-
side and Mr. Caruana went in the
other direction.

In other business, resident John
Blake asked the council if it intends
to change the staffing levels at the
fire department. Mayor Skibitsky
said that “right now...our fire depart-
ment is going to be manned by the
manpower that we have.”

Resident Jim Baker said the town
should have gone out to bid for a
new town attorney when Robert
Cockren retired and Russell
Finestein was hired. He also said
that budget committee meetings
should be public and criticized
Councilwoman Neylan for calling

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas,
who was absent from Tuesday’s
meeting, “disingenuous” for voting
“no” on the budget several weeks
ago.

Councilman Ciarrocca said Coun-
cilman Haas called him the night
before the vote on the budget and
said the budget was good but he had
to vote no for “political reasons.”

The council also passed two ordi-
nances on first reading; the first
approved the expenditure of
$337,000 for a new 9-1-1 telephone
system and the second approved
$375,000 for the paving of Boule-
vard between South Avenue and
Park Street. The town has received
approximately $190,000 in state aid
for the paving project.

Happy
Memorial

Day!
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REST AND RELAXATION…Veronica Kearney enjoys The Westfield Leader in
front of City Hall in Hamilton, Bermuda.


