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John Walsh Urges Parents
To Warn Kids of Predators

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — John Walsh, the
man who helped catch John List
with his television show “America’s
Most Wanted” (AMW), returned to
Westfield on Sunday night to talk
about the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children
(NCMEC) and keeping children safe.

Mr. Walsh was a hotel builder in
1981 when his son Adam was kid-
napped and murdered. Since then,
he and his wife founded the NCMEC,
got the Adam Walsh Act passed by
Congress and Mr. Walsh is the host of
AMW, one of the longest running
shows on television.

He told the crowd of approximately
200 at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield that parents have to talk to
their children and educate them about
sexual predators, especially in today’s
computer age. He recommended that
if parents allow their children to have
Facebook accounts that they, too, have
one and “friend” their children so they
can monitor their activities.

Mr. Walsh said that the fad of
“sexting,” which involves minors tak-
ing explicit pictures of themselves to
share with friends, “is so stupid.” He
advised kids to not participate in such
activities as the image ends up out
there forever and could ruin future job
and college applications.

The NCMEC offers a free safety
program as an educational tool for
children, which Mr. Walsh said, “I
personally think it should be manda-
tory in schools.”

He said that DNA is the “fingerprint
of the 21st Century” and that he advo-
cates getting DNA upon arrest for a
felony. Mr. Walsh said while “we put
a man on the moon...we don’t have a
national DNA database” and that this
practice has not only lead to more
arrests in states that do it, but has also
freed 150 innocent people who were
incarcerated.

After his speech, Mr. Walsh took
questions from the audience, where
he offered advice on Internet and
child safety. He said that children
should be advised not to give so much
information about themselves online,
and that parents should try to make
kids feel that they can talk to them if
they “see something creepy.” He also
advised that if kids don’t feel they
can talk to a parent they can call the
NCMEC anonymously.

When asked by a woman named
Kelly how she should handle her 11-
year-old daughter wanting to go to
the park by herself, Mr. Walsh said
that while he doesn’t want to create
paranoia, he feels that 11 is too young,
and that it is important that parents
“don’t let your guard down because
you live next to a golf course” and
that “it’s your job (as a parent) to look
out for them.”

He urged New Jersey to get in
compliance with the Adam Walsh
Act, specifically urging Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (both R-21, Westfield) who
were in the audience.

At the end of the evening Mr. Walsh
was presented with a check for the
NCMEC for $50,000, which was
raised through ticket sales, sponsor-
ship of the evening and a silent auc-
tion.
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CHILD ADVOCATE...“America’s Most Wanted” host, John Walsh, was at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on May 15 to talk about the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children.

A ‘Romantic’ Night at the Symphony with
Works by Bruckner and Tchaikovsky

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – There’s Roman-
tic and there’s Romantic. The
Westfield Symphony showed us both
sides of that coin at Saturday’s con-
cert at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, presenting works by
Bruckner and Tchaikovsky.

The Romantic style period in classi-
cal music is generally considered to
begin with late Beethoven works (say
1820 or so) through the end of the 19th
century. While this is a very general
and somewhat vague approximation,
Bruckner and Tchaikovsky both fit
comfortably into that time frame and
are considered “Romantic” compos-
ers. There are general similarities, but
while Tchaikovsky wears his heart on
his sleeve, Bruckner’s music looks tran-
scendently inward.

The program opened with the first
movement of Bruckner’s 7th Sym-

phony. Maestro David Wroe spent quite
some time discussing the piece and
having the orchestra play excerpts as
illustrations, (much as Leonard
Bernstein did in his famous Young
People’s Concerts), giving the audi-
ence a “road map,” as he called it, for
understanding the structure and devel-
opment of the music. The subsequent
performance was intense, passionate,
mystical, and yet intimate, and had the
audience hanging on every note of this
complex work.

Bruckner’s own background as a
church organist can be heard in his
use of various groups of instruments
as independent sound blocks – all
the brass playing alone, or all the
woodwinds, for example, much the
way an organist changes sound by
moving from one manual (keyboard)
to another. His devout Catholicism
and his many years as organist at the
Austrian monastery of St. Florian

presumably influ-
enced his self-effac-
ing humility, which
results in a music
that is simulta-
neously complex yet
simple, universal yet
personal.

Tchaikovsky’s 5th
Symphony, on the
other hand, needs no
explaining. One
might complain of
his lack of subtlety,
but with such memo-
rable melodies and
engaging rhythms,
who cares? The solo
woodwinds all have
lots of moments to
shine, the brass are,
well, brassy, and the orchestration is
colorful throughout – sometimes
dark and brooding, sometimes full

and magnificent.
The symphony opens with a quiet

phrase by the clarinets alone, which
grows to become a unifying motive
in the work as a whole. While other
themes come and go, this motive is
woven throughout all the move-
ments, and it gradually evolves from
its somber beginning to a glorious
statement of triumph by the end. The
most famous tune in the work comes
in the slow second movement – a
gorgeous extended melody for the
French horn, here performed with
beautiful line and finesse by Patrick
Milando, the absolutely rock-solid
hornist who adds so much to all of
the WSO’s concerts. Other solos of
note were played by clarinetist Wil-
liam Shadel and oboist Richard
Foley, and, after switching from a
problematic reed to a better one,
bassoonist James Jeter. The finale
was grand – a vital rhythmic propul-
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SEASON FINALE...Maestro David Wroe conducts the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra in its season finale “To
Russia and Beyond With Love,” at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield on May 14.
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HOME OF THE BRAVE…Fifth-graders from Westfield’s McKinley Elementary
School, led by music teacher Stephen Markowski, sing the National Anthem to kick
off a recent Somerset Patriots game against the Lancaster Barnstormers.

Choral Art Society to
Perform Beethoven May 21
SUMMIT- The Choral Art Soci-

ety of New Jersey, Inc. will be per-
forming Ludwig Van Beethoven’s
Mass in C major, Opus 86 and Four
Sacred Motets by Anton Bruckner:
Ave Maria, Os Justi, Virga Jesse
and Locus Iste. The concert will
take place on Saturday, May 21, at
8 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church,
31 Woodland Avenue, Summit.

James S. Little, Musical Director
of the society, will conduct the per-
formance, which will be accompa-
nied by Brian Harlow on Calvary’s
magnificent four manual organ con-
sisting of 47 ranks of pipes and 27
digital ranks. Soloists include Andi
Campbell, soprano; Sharon Byrne,
mezzo-soprano; Brian Vandenburg,
tenor and David Kimock, baritone.

Admission is $20, $15 for se-
niors and students, at the door.

For information call (908) 654-
5737 or visit the Choral Art
Society’s web site at
thechoralartsocietyofnj.org.

Beethoven (1770-1827) wrote his
Mass in C major on a commission
from Prince Nikolaus Esterházy II
in 1807. In fulfilling this
commission, Beethoven was
extending a tradition established by
Joseph Haydn who following his
return from England in 1795 had
composed one mass per year for the
Esterházy family to celebrate the
name day of the Prince’s wife.
Haydn had ceased this tradition with
the failure of his health in 1802.

Anton Bruckner (1824-1896) had
a profound faith in the doctrines of
the Church. His motets span nearly
the whole of his compositional
career. He made his concert debut
as the composer and conductor of
his seven-part Ave Maria in 1861.

The Choral Art Society of New
Jersey, Inc., in its 49th season, is a

non-profit, community chorus of
about 60 singers dedicated to the
study and performance of great cho-
ral works. The chorus has earned
the accolades of the public and crit-
ics since its beginnings. Mr. Little
has been the Director of the Choral
Art Society of New Jersey since the
spring of 1999. In addition to his
duties with the Choral Art Society,
Mr. Little is Director of Music at
Calvary Episcopal Church in Sum-
mit, where he directs several cho-
ruses, most notably the Calvary
Chorale and the Calvary Concert
Series.

Funding has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of
State, a partner agency of the Na-
tional Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.
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