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Registration for NJIO Summer
Chamber Music Workshop Ends June 1

BERKELEY HEIGHTS - This
June and July, the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra is offer-
ing its Introduction to Chamber Mu-
sic Workshop for String and Winds.
The program is designed for begin-
ner and intermediate players of all
ages, but is open to all levels. The
registration deadline is June 1.

The workshop is held on Thursday
evenings, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
Judith G. Wharton Music Center, 60
Locust Avenue, Berkeley Heights.
Session A runs from June 9 – June 30,
and Session B from July 7 – July 28.

Musicians can register for one or

both four-week sessions. Each ses-
sion costs $100. Register for both
sessions at a discount of $175. An
application can be downloaded from
the NJIO web site, www.njio.org or,
call the NJIO office at (908) 603-
7691 and leave a message.

For more information, contact
workshop leader and cellist, Martin
Steinberg at (973) 953-4425 or, email,
MSteinberg@njio.org

The Introduction to Chamber Mu-
sic Workshop has been made pos-
sible in part though the generosity of
ACMP – The Chamber Music Net-
work.

Musicians Can Stay in Tune
At WF Summer Workshop

WESTFIELD - Aspiring musicians
can stay in tune this summer by enroll-
ing in the music department classes at
the 2011 Westfield Summer Workshop
(WSW).

Young violinists, in grades two and
three, can explore the basics of playing
the violin in Fiddlin’ Fun, while those
in grades four to six may choose to
learn fingering and basic chords and
strums in Guitar.

For pianists, in grades two to four,
Kids on Keys uses Musique Rapide to
help students learn the fundamentals of
piano in this accelerated learning pro-

gram.
Some potential players may wish to

play an instrument, but are unsure of
which one to take. Music Sampler, for
grades three to six, provides the basics
of clarinet, flute, snare drum, violin and
trumpet.

More advanced musicians, in grades
four to eight, who play brass, wood-
winds or percussion instruments and
have completed book one of any band
method, may enroll in Workshop Band.

In addition to the Music Depart-
ment, the WSW has classes in arts,
crafts, communications, dance and
movement, drama and special interests
for pre-school to grade eight. It also
includes the Summer Stage Theater,
for grades six through 12, which will
present the jukebox musical Leader of
the Pack: The Ellie Greenwich Story.

This summer’s program will be held
at Edison Intermediate School, 800
Rahway Avenue, from June 29 until
July 29, from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
Early morning 7:30 a.m drop-off is
available, as well as an option for a full
day of programming in conjunction
with the Westfield YMCA.

Classes at the WSW are taught by
degreed and/or certified instructors and
professional artists. A registered nurse
is in attendance during the regular Work-
shop hours.

For more information on the 2011
Westfield Summer Workshop, please
call (908) 518-1551, visit the studios at
150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield,
or log on to njworkshopforthearts.com
for the complete 16 page comprehen-
sive brochure.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Thor”
Earns No Thunderous Roar

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Despite “Thor’s” predominantly
summer flick intent, director Kenneth
Branagh, who crafted his dramatic
chops in the Shakespearean sphere,
couldn’t help but add a bit of the Bard
to this Marvel Comics take on Norse
mythology, available in 3-D. Comple-
ment that with a fine cast and what
might have been total tedium isn’t half
bad.

Although largely operatic, and set in
a multiple of domains courtesy of the
bounteous basket of special effects
employed, Branagh keeps his tale ac-
cessible by hinging it to basic soap
opera sensibilities. ‘Tis a saga of power,
love, hubris, sibling rivalry and oedipal
angst. In other words, the stuff we all
deal with on a regular basis.

But be warned, ye adolescents who
thrive on the deluge of lore that gener-
ally accompanies such fantastical fare.
While replete with a modicum of sub-
ject-specific vocabulary and a healthy
smattering of folkways and mores that
identify Thor and his culture, you don’t
have to know the secret handshake or
password to grok the story.

Gosh knows what year it is in what-
ever parallel or dimension Asgard ex-
ists. Maybe they don’t even have years.
Still, it’s been home to Anthony
Hopkins’s King Odin for as long as any
of his loyal subjects can remember. It’s
quite a place, where solids and space
begin and drop off in artistic whimsy.
Doubtless its architects obtained CGI
long before we did.

But of course said technical advance-
ment doesn’t render its superhero-quasi-
gods immune to the jealousies and
foibles that have long made their ac-
tions metaphorically instructive to us
mortals. As we tune in, the brothers
Thor (Chris Hemsworth) and Loki (Tom
Hiddleston) are testily wrangling for
who will take over the family business.

Odin, whose gold eye patch seems to
change color with the same regularity
that Loretta Young changed gowns, has
a lot on his shoulders. Peace with the
Frost Giants of Jotunheim is tenuous at
best; he’s not as spry as he used to be;
and now these kids, neither of whom is
really ready to assume leadership, im-
patiently await his irrelevance.

In addition, there are lots of secret
things going on in the
background…matters that can only be
peacefully resolved through astute
statesmanship. Naturally, the young
bucks don’t see it that way. Impulsive
and longing for military glory, Thor
figures the quickest way to advance up
the career ladder while also saving the

kingdom is through combat.
Loki’s scheme is a bit more subtle. In

any case, impetuosity causes matters to
go askew, and without giving too much
of the plot away here, suffice it to note
that Thor winds up in New Mexico, the
United States, circa the present day.
Contributing his two cents to the plot,
Cupid sees to it that Thor’s welcoming
committee includes scientist Jane Fos-
ter.

Hence, in a pairing even Yentl would
be proud of, Chris Hemsworth’s hand-
some god of Thunder meets Natalie
Portman’s woman of science. As worlds
collide, the usual getting-to-know-you
dance ensues. Hmm, seems this guy is
quite a catch. Not only a potential king,
albeit currently banished, the golden
boy also appears hip to the women’s lib
thing.

Yep, it’s a fantasy. Before long, Thor
is even showing sincere interest in Jane’s
work. But, no quicker than you can say
trouble in paradise, enemies from the
known world’s other eight realms are
rearing their ugly heads, literally. And,
in a respectful nod to every film about
alien visitors, the Guv’mint suits are
soon trying to nab and study our boy.

Expect the usual buffet of battle se-
quences courtesy of the blue screen
phantasmagoria procurable by any di-
rector with a few million bucks. But
don’t anticipate any great shakes from
the 3-D application. Save for “Avatar”
(2009), I haven’t been impressed by the
process since the 7-year-old me was
first wowed by “The House of Wax”
(1953).

Could someone explain why some
folks need to have various and sundry
items jump out in their movie fare?
Maybe it’s a vestigial effect of being
read story books with pop-up pages.
Gee, you’d think if it were that impor-
tant to us, there’d be a lot more jack-in-
the-box-type things in our daily lives. I
mean, no plastic hand juts forth with
our ATM cash.

Rarely does 3-D contribute to a bet-
ter enjoyment of the film. Plus, it puts
poor Dad in a tough spot: Shell out the
extra coin or appear an unloving piker.
Ironically enough, what makes this
better than most of its genre mates is
director Branagh’s decision to accent
the fable and leave out a lot of the
obfuscating garbage. In the case of
“Thor,” less is more.

…
 “Thor,” rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
Kenneth Branagh and stars Natalie
Portman, Chris Hemsworth and An-
thony Hopkins. Running time: 114
minutes
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W-E-S-T-F-I-E-L-D…The Westfield United Fund announced the nine winners in
its “ABCs of Westfield” photography contest. The contest, launched in March,
asked students to submit photographs of objects depicting the letters in “Westfield.”
One prize was awarded for each letter. Pictured, left to right, are: Dakota
Williams, David Vaykhanskiy, Daniel Han, Aidan Supranowitz, Maxwell Lehnert,
Madeline Motyczka, Daniel Scalia, Kyle Snyder, Lauren Lehnert.

SP-F Art Association
Members Exhibit at Gallery
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders is proud
to present artworks by the members
of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Art Association (SPFAA). The ex-
hibit is on display through June 1 at
the Freeholders Gallery located on
the 6th floor of the Union County
Administration Building,
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth. Gal-
lery hours are Monday to Friday from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The SPFAA members featured are
Bill Connolly, Marion Derrett, Tracy
Farrell, Sylvie MacDonald, Mike
McKenna, Paula Pearl, Connie
Pinkowski, Donna Stein, and Steve
Willis.

Bill Connolly studied drawing at
the duCret School of Art, the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey, and the
Montclair Art Museum. He is a na-
tive of Scranton, PA and a resident of
Garwood. Connolly is a trustee of the
Millburn-Short Hills Arts Center and
a member of the Livingston and
Westfield Art Associations.

Marion Derrett is a native of En-
gland who studied to be a teacher.
She has won various awards for her
paintings of landscapes, still life, and
portraits. Her inspiration comes from
traveling to many countries. Derrett
is a juried associate member of the
Pastel Society of America and the
American Artists Professional
League.

Tracy Farrell is a resident of Union
County. She began seriously taking
digital photographs in 2010. Her pho-

tos have been shown at local and
international juried shows in New
Jersey and New York as member of
both SPFAA and the Milburn-Short
Hills Art Center.

Sylvie MacDonald was born in
France. Her witty and whimsical art-
work is influenced by her heritage
and culture. She has developed a love
for folktales from her travels around
the world. Also a Spanish and French
instructor, she loves to combine learn-
ing with humorous visual materials.

Mike McKenna is a self-taught
photographer who has honed his art
by reading, trial and error, and by
studying the masters of landscape
photography: Ed and Brett Weston,
Ansel Adams, and Art Wolf. He has
won awards with his own style based
on natural lighting and heavy con-
trast.

Paula Pearl has a background in
photography, which she feels has a
strong influence on the lighting and
composition of her paintings. She is
drawn to scenes with water. Many of
her paintings show quiet, serene, ethe-
real places that come from her love of
nature and the beauty around us.

Connie Pinkowski earned a BFA in
photography at Rochester Institute
of Technology. She also studied pho-
tography and silkscreen printing at
duCret School of Art in Plainfield
and at LBI Foundation of Arts and
Sciences in Long Beach Island. She
taught photography at the Scotch
Plains Library and has conducted art
workshops for teens and adults.

Donna Stein, after a 40-year teach-
ing career, has become a pastel
painter, drawn to pastels because of
the immediacy of the medium. She
holds a BS from Southern Connecti-
cut University plus a BS and an MA
from Seton Hall University.

Steven Willis is the owner/opera-
tor of a bicycle shop in Scotch Plains
and has been interested in art as far
back as he can remember. His wife
helped re-inspire him to pursue art.
He started with graphite and pro-
gressed to other media, now focusing
on portraits.

For further information about the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood Art As-
sociation, please visit www.spfaa.org
or contact Paula Pearl at (908) 322-
2590. To learn about exhibiting at the
Freeholders Gallery, please contact
the curator, Teya David, at the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs. Telephone (908) 558-
2550 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
NJ Relay users dial 711.

Fine Art Show and Sale to Benefit Governor
Livingston Project Graduation

The Importance of Being Earnest at
The Summit Playhouse

SUMMIT –The Summit Play-
house will host Oscar Wilde’s fa-
mous comedy The Importance of
Being Earnest, produced by Ground
Up Productions Thursdays through
Sundays, May 20 to June 5.

The Summit Playhouse is located
at 10 New England Avenue. Tickets
are $20 for general admission and
$12 for students. The production will
preview Friday, May 20, with Open-
ing Night on Saturday, May 21.

For tickets, call (877) 849-5327
or visit groundupproductions.
com. Tickets will be on sale
through June 5.

The Importance of Being Ear-
nest cast includes: Amelia White,
Kate Middleton, Mark Thornton,
Josh Evans, Sarah Berk, Chris-
tine Mottram, Jerry Sipp,
Raymond James Hill, Phillip
Ruvelas. It is directed by Lon
Bumgarner.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS - The Gov-
ernor Livingston PTO will host “Art in
the Café,” an art show and sale on May
21 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Gov-
ernor Livingston High School, located
at 175 Watchung Boulevard.

More than two-dozen fine artists
will be present, featuring their respec-
tive works in oil, pastel, and acrylic,
pottery, mixed media, photography,
jewelry, and stained glass.

The event will help fund Project
Graduation, the all night, off sight
celebration for graduating seniors.

The event is free and open to the
public. There will be door prizes, re-
freshments available, and a silent auc-
tion of original art, donated by Jeri
Greenberg of Mountainside, Charlann
Meluso of Berkeley Heights, and Linda
Howe of New Providence.

Participating artists are Eileen
Osborne, Mary Kooi, and Robin Haller
of Summit; Miron Abramovici, Karen
Freundenberger, Brett Buchanan,
Charlann Meluso, Katie Tedesco, and
Michael Delia of Berkeley Heights;
Luz-Marina Pfau of Westfield; Alicia
DiGiovanni of Murray Hill, Jeff
Wagner of Mountainside; Wayne
Masiello of Springfield; Terri
O’Sullivan of Watchung; Jeff Nokes,
Corrinne Tweddel of Edison; Elissa
Merkl of Gillette; Pam Gosner of
Chatham; Linda Howe of New Provi-
dence; Michael Dantuono of Fanwood;
Lane Lewis of Gladstone; Joseph
Schembri of Metuchen; Raven
Walthour of Elizabeth; Patricia Pastore
of Union; Roz Weinberger of Mahwah;
and Kathryn Hetman of West Nyak,
N.Y.

WHS Receives ‘Rising Star
Award’ Bids for Sweeney

WESTFIELD - Westfield High
School’s (WHS) production of Sweeney
Todd received 13 nominations, two stu-
dent achievement awards and two hon-
orable mentions in the 2011 Rising Star
Awards released by Paper Mill Play-
house this month. The winners will be
announced at the awards ceremony
held at Paper Mill on Tuesday, June 7,
at 7:30 p.m.

The nominations include: Outstand-
ing Overall Production of a Musical;
Outstanding Performance by an Ac-
tress in a Leading Role – Catalina
Gaglioti; Outstanding Performance by
an Actor in a Leading Role – Peter
Surace; Outstanding Performance by
an Actress in a Supporting Role –
Rebecca Skowron; Outstanding Per-
formance by an Actor in a Supporting
Role – Matt Lynn; Outstanding Perfor-
mance by an Actor in a Supporting
Role – Christopher Morrissey; Out-
standing Performance in a Featured
Role – Peter Carmo; Outstanding Per-
formance by a Chorus; Outstanding
Achievement in Graphic Design –
Cheryl Wu; Student Achievement
Award – Jill Salisbury, Assistant Tech-
nical Director; Student Achievement
Award – Tzvetelina Garneva, Stage
Manager; Outstanding Achievement by
a Teacher or Outside Director – Daniel
Devlin; Outstanding Achievement in
Music Direction – John Brzozowski;
Outstanding Scenic Achievement – Roy
Chambers; Outstanding Lighting
Achievement – Michael Kimmel and
Lisa Weinshrott; and Honorable Men-
tions: Outstanding Performance by an

Actor in a Supporting Role – Garrett
Verdone; and Outstanding Costuming
Achievement - Christine Hahn, Alison
Antonelli and Samantha Waldman.

Because WHS is nominated for Best
Show, the cast gets to perform the
opening number, “The Ballad of
Sweeney Todd,” at the ceremony.

“To put these nominations in con-
text, there are 100 productions involved
in ‘Rising Star,’ versus eight – 10 for a
Tony,” explained WHS Drama teacher,
Daniel Devlin. “Also, and perhaps more
importantly, the students nominated
for Leading Actor/Actress and Sup-
porting Actor/Actress all win full schol-
arships to the Paper Mill Summer Con-
servatory program,” added Devlin.

In addition to the numerous nomina-
tions for WHS’s spring musical pro-
duction of Sweeney Todd, the school
recently won three awards from
Montclair State University at its The-
atre Night Awards, which recognizes
excellence in high school plays.

The following awards were presented
for WHS’s fall drama production of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream: Outstand-
ing Performance by an Actress in a
Leading Role in a Comedy- Catalina
Gaglioti; Outstanding Performance by
an Ensemble Cast; and Outstanding
Production of a Classic.

“The outstanding recognition that
our students and staff have received is
commensurate to the talent and hard
work they demonstrate all year long,”
commented Linda King, Supervisor of
Fine Arts for the Westfield Public
Schools.
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sion pushes the work toward a mag-
nificent climax, bringing the audi-
ence to its feet with cheers of
“bravo!”

The orchestra sounded magnifi-
cent. One of Maestro Wroe’s great
strengths is making a medium-sized
contingent of strings sound like a
much larger, lusher group. I don’t
know how he does it, but he does it
consistently. Conducting this pro-
gram from memory, he was fasci-
nating to watch, as he not only con-

ducted the music, but almost be-
came the music in his body lan-
guage. On several occasions he
stopped beating completely when
the music was quiet and still, but
then became wild and impassioned,
asking the orchestra for more, more,
when the music reached giant cli-
maxes.

This concert was a grand finale to
the WSO’s 28th season. Be sure to
be on hand for the beginning of the
29th in the fall!

Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Photo courtesy of Joe Perez
STANDING OVATION...Maestro David Wroe takes a bow as the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra receives a standing ovation at its season finale “To Russia and
Beyond With Love,” held at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on May 14.

Original Pastels by Uhr on
Exhibit at Bouras Properties
SUMMIT - Bouras Properties is

pleased to announce a new exhibit of
original pastels featuring artist Bar-
bara Uhr.

An award-winning artist, Ms. Uhr
always sought a visual medium to
express and make sense of the world
within and around us. As an
undergrad, she majored in the fine
arts and went on to obtain a Master’s
Degree in Social Work. She main-
tained her artistic endeavors with stud-
ies at the Art Student’s League and
the Parson’s School of Design in New
York City. Her art is a vehicle for self-
exploration as well as communica-
tion with others. She currently works
mainly with pastels and revels in the
richness of the pigments that are lit-
erally at her fingertips.

Ms. Uhr is a signature member of
the Pastel Society of New Jersey and
is represented by the Artist Framer
Gallery in Cranford. Other member-
ships and affiliations include the
Milburn-Short Hills Art Center, the
Westfield Art Association, Art Space
Studio, Scotch Plains/Fanwood Art
Association, Contemporary Art
Group and the Watchung Art Center.

Her works have appeared in a vari-

Pastel by Barbara Uhr 

ety of juried and non-juried shows in
the tri-state area.

Bouras Properties is located at 25
DeForest Avenue in Summit. The ex-
hibit can be viewed between the hours
of 9 and 5 p.m., Monday to Friday
through the end of June.

Rialto to Offer Night
Of Live Comedy

WESTFIELD – There’s some-
thing new coming to a movie the-
ater near you and it has nothing to
do with movies. The Rialto The-
ater of Westfield, purchased last
fall and converted to digital pro-
jection, is planning a live Digiplex
New York Comedy Series on
Wednesday, May 25. Doors open
at 8 p.m. and tickets for $20 can
be purchased at the box office or
online at digiplexdest.com. The
Rialto Theatre is located 250 East
Broad Street.

The Comedy Series will con-
tinue June 28, July 25, Aug. 23,
and Sept. 29. Check the website
for performers and show times.
Advance tickets are available to
all shows.

Meet and Greet with
Author Sue Fliess

WESTFIELD - The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a Meet
and Greet with Sue Fliess, author of
children’s’ book, “Shoes for Me!” on
Saturday, May 21, from 11 to 1 p.m.
Hippo needs new shoes! But with so
many choices, will she find the per-
fect pair? Join Hippo on her journey
through the shoe store with Mom,
where she tries on every pair of shoes
under the sun. Written in playful
rhyme, kids will identify with shoes
that are too tight, too loose, too ex-
pensive, dressy, sporty, squeaky and
flashy! Wear your favorite shoes!

Meet Sue Fliess at The Town Book
Store located at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable
to attend this event, feel free to call
The Town Book Store at (908) 233-
3535 to reserve an autographed copy.

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com/

