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Cranford Cougars Jump on GL Highlanders, 14-1, for UCT Baseball Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

this team is usually pull hitters, and I
was making them try to hit the oppo-
site way,” Rutmayer explained. “I
was hitting the outside spots and get-
ting them to ground out.”

In the meantime, the 17-4 Cou-
gars, well-known for their aggressive
behavior on the bases, pulled out all
the stops, but most of all pounded the
17-5 Highlanders with 14 hits, which
included three doubles, two triples
and a home run. The Cougars jumped
on pitching ace Graziano for nine
runs and eight hits before he had to
exit the mound after yielding a two-
run home run to Mark Osofsky with
one out in the second inning. Graziano
also walked a Cougar and hit two
batters.

Osofsky also jumped on Graziano
hard by thrashing a two-run triple in

the first inning. Andrew DiFrancesco
(run scored) hopped an RBI single in
the second and added a two-run
double in the fifth.

“We had to put the ball in play,
especially against Graziano,” Osofsky
said. “Everyone just brought his bat
today. You can’t just say that one guy
did that much better than anyone else,
because everyone had a beautiful
day.”

Leadoff hitter Eric Walano also
had a beautiful day by scoring in all
four of his plate appearances. He
went 2-for-2 with a two-run double
in the second inning and a bunt single
in the fifth. As he had been all season,
he was nasty on the bases, with seri-
ous acts of theft and generally giving
the pitcher headaches.

“He is so fast. He can get a single

and turn it into a double right away.
He will steal second. He can score
from anywhere,” Osofsky said.

Ryan Williamson went 2-for-3 with
a run scored and an RBI. Sean Feeney
doubled and scored. Greg Matlosz
(run scored) had an RBI single. Sean
Trotter exercised his “muscle” with
an RBI triple off the right field fence
in the second inning, but 6’2”, 215-lb
Chris Fulinosz (2-for-3, 2 runs scored)
pulled off the craftiest stunts in the
second inning with a bunt single and
a steal of home.

“That is what coach [Dennis
McCaffrey] told me. It was best to do,
because they had everybody out,”
Fulinosz said.

“We practice everything. It’s these
little things that we do. The out of the
ordinary, we practice it and get extra

[runs],” Osofsky explained.
As the visiting team, after the Cou-

gars plated a pair of runs in the top of
the first, Williamson robbed High-
lander leadoff batter Tyler Martis

with a diving forward catch in
centerfield. From his catcher’s posi-
tion, Walano recorded the second
out of the inning by gunning down
John Jennings on an attempted steal
of second base. In the second in-
ning, Trotter initiated a short-to-sec-
ond-to-first double play.

The Cougars took an 11-0 lead in
the third when Williamson slashed
an RBI single to left to bring home
Walano, who had previously stolen
second. The Cougars scored their fi-

nal three runs in the fifth when
DiFrancesco drilled his two-run
double, and Chris Nicastro walked
with the bases loaded off Highlander
relief pitcher Cranston. The High-

landers’ only run came in the fourth
when Jennings tripled and scored off
Skinner’s groundout to second.
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Cranford Youth Sports

If any Youth Baseball League
teams would like coverage,
beginning this June, please

contact David B. Corbin
dcorbin@goleader.com

See Cranford Online Sports Archives
Beginning From September 2009
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PONY CAMP

Come join us for a Magical Summer at Dapple Hill 

Farm, where a child’s dream is just a HOOF PRINT away.

Camp is offered in weekly sessions throughout the summer. 

Lesson packages for Children and Adults  |  Leasing options for 

students  |  Showing opportunities  |  Quality Horse Sale Program

Whitehouse Station, NJ   |   201-725-0047
www.DappleHillFarm.com   |   DappleHillFarm@gmail.com

Probitas Verus Honos

FFriendly Rivals 
                  Softball Camp 

   

For girls entering grades 2-9 
June 27 – June 30, 2011 
Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Pitching instruction: 12:15 pm – 1:15 pm 

Where:  Westfield High School 

For more information call:  732-873-5399 

E – mail: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org 

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS…The top-seeded Cranford Cougar baseball team pounced on the second-seeded Governor Livingston Highlanders, 14-1, in five innings at Kean University on May 14 to seize the Union County
Tournament Championship. The UCT title was the seventh for the Cougars under 13-year Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey. Last year, the Cougars, seeded third, burned the top-seeded Westfield Blue Devils, 6-5, for the crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FORCING A PITCHING CHANGE…Cougar Mark Osofsky rounds third after slamming a two-run home run over the
centerfield fence in the second inning, forcing the Highlanders to make a pitching change.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE SWEET TASTE OF VICTORY…The Cranford Cougar baseball team smothers pitcher Kurt Rutmayer and catcher
Eric Walano after defeating Governor Livingston, 14-1, in five innings to claim the Union County Tournament Champion-
ship at Kean University in Union on May 14.


