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Highlanders Edge Blue Devil Nine, 8-7

Thanks Mrs. Goski,
For All the Memories

Imagine a group of teenagers back in
the 1960s playing whatever sport was
in season over at the Franklin School. A
reporter from a newspaper comes up
and asks them: Who were Lee Waring,
Frank Ketcham, Pump Vella, Bob
McCoy, Jim Turpin, Floyd Beane, John
Chironna, Bobby Dougherty, Gerry and
Rick McGinley, Dave Townley, Sam
Mitchell and Bob Clotworthy?

Here’s a guess at the possible an-
swers:

“I don’t know, Mr. Ketcham?, I don’t
know, I don’t know, I don’t know, isn’t
he the cop downtown with the white
gloves?, I don’t know, I don’t know, I
don’t know, I don’t know, I don’t know
and I don’t know.”

Nobody out there on the playground
was all that interested in the town’s
legendary athletes of the 1930s and
’40s. Our world was the pickup full-
court basketball games, the tackle-with-
no-equipment football, the softball and
stickball games in our adult-free zone
at the Franklin Bowl.

That, somehow, came to mind a
couple weeks ago, when the news
spread of the death at age 88 of Evelyn
Goski. Mrs. Goski, whose husband Sig
predeceased her in 1992, was the ma-
triarch of one of the great sports fami-
lies this town will ever know. There
were a dozen Goski children, seven
boys and five girls, who grew up on
Massachusetts Street, just a couple of
blocks away from the Virginia Avenue
home of the just-as-reproductive-and-
athletic Byrne family.

Between the two households, WHS
was kept well stocked in talented ath-
letes in the ‘60s (Joe Goski, Fred and
Paul Byrne), the ‘70s (Tim, Rich and
Karen Goski, Bob and John Byrne) and
into the ‘80s (Paul Goski and Billy
Byrne). And that doesn’t even include
Kenny, Ron or John (Piano Man) Goski.

OK, Ken never played hoops at WHS,
but he should have. He and Tom Quimby
would’ve been a sick-good WHS
backcourt in ’64, although Bob
Whitaker, Mike Cowles, Pete
Mavraganis and Dennis Burke were
pretty darn good. Ken, an offensive
machine and a key guy on my old Y All-
Star team, could play on a level maybe
just a shade below younger brother
Tim.

Like Ken, Ron didn’t play at WHS .
. . but he was a key member of some
outstanding Franklin Bowlers teams in
the YBA. And John was a standout
basketball and baseball guy at Trinity,
helping the Blue Braves win a state title
or two.
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Joe was a fullback and cornerback
on the undefeated 1965 football team.

While Pistol Pete Maravich was light-
ing up the Southeastern Conference at
LSU, WHS had its own Pistol in the
dashing blonde No. 11. Maybe a little
lax on defense sometimes, occasion-
ally a bit too flamboyant and often
causing apoplexy for coach Neil Horne,
Tim remains one of the best ever at
WHS, and arguably the most exciting
to watch.

(Tim on an early matchup with Fred
Byrne at the Y: “He was the most in-
tense guy ever. He said to me, ‘I’m
going to tear your heart out.’ But play-
ing against him made me a better
player.”)

Rich was the fullback, playing along-
side Chuck Consenza, on my Steelers
team that won the 1970 WBFL title
with an overtime win over the Tab
Burnette-led Rams. We had 75 offen-
sive plays that day – 74 runs and one
pass (on the last play of regulation!).
Rich, who scored the winning touch-
down that cold November Sunday, went
on to play some solid hoops at WHS a
couple years after Tim.

Karen was a first-rate first baseman
for coach Carol Donner’s 1977 club,
and Paul, better known at the time as
“Bingo,” was a good running back in
football and a really good lacrosse
player.

It is very unlikely many current WHS
students would know much about the
Goski or Byrne families’ place in WHS
history. While that’s a shame, it’s also
simply the old circle game. Everybody
gets their chance to ride the short-lived
merry-go-round of youth, to have their
moments in the sun, and in the dark, as
adults . . . and then the ride is over. The
seasons go ’round and ’round, and left
behind, hopefully, are the memories.

That was a way different time. There
were no soccer moms or swim moms.
Either the kids walked to the practices
and games, or they rode bikes to
Gumbert or Tamaques or Jefferson, or
wherever the games were. As much as
I saw all the Byrne boys from Little
League through WHS, I could never
have picked Mr. or Mrs. Byrne out of a
lineup. And, although Sig Goski would
be easy – just follow the cigar smoke –
not so with Mrs. Goski, who was busy
cooking meals and washing clothes
and cleaning house for the other kids.

To be sure, there have been other
outstanding families during the last 50
years. But for quality and especially
for quantity, it’d be tough to top Sig and
Evelyn’s crew.

BASEBALL UPDATE
The Brew Crew followed up back-

to-back shutout victories with a hitting
display that may be unparalleled in
school history. After shutting out Eliza-
beth and South Plainfield, WHS scored
in double figures 11 straight games
before that streak ended last Thursday
in an 8-7 loss. Included was a 48-hour
stretch from May 7-9 when WHS lost
17-14 to Berkeley Heights in the county
tournament, then rallied for an 18-16
win at SPFHS!

A.J. Murray was 1-for-1 against SPF,
with a walk and three times he was hit
by a pitch. The big guy has a mature,
laid-back approach to things. Which is
tremendous and all WHS fans should
be thankful. Every athlete should have
his attitude.

Still, I couldn’t help but think what
might’ve happened if a pitcher had hit
Charlie Widmer (’64). So, we con-
tacted the fiery catcher up in Harrison,
N.Y., and asked, would he have bunted
up the first-base line? “It would have
been a bunt-and-run-him-over and go-
at-it job.” Is there a simpler way?
“(Pitcher) Greg Chlan would have taken
care of it for me and that would have
been it.” No charging the mound?
“Nemo (coach Norm Koury) would
have killed me if I charged the mound.”

SHOPRITE (C)UPDATE
The competition for the state’s pre-

mier Group 4 sports program heads
into the spring season with several teams
still in contention for the award the
WHS won in 2009-10. After the winter
season, West Windsor-Plainsboro South
was first with 48 points, followed
closely by Washington Township (45),
WHS (44), Hunterdon Central (39) and
Randolph (35).

To score points, a team must win at
least a sectional title, with bonus points
for being a state champion or runnerup.
WHS’s best shots at points this spring
are in baseball, tennis, golf and boys
track.

OLD SCHOOL UPDATE
Here are the results to our May 5

Devil’s Den test on whether our Faith-
ful Readers are old school (6-8 agrees
with me means you are old school, 9-
12 means you are Old school, 13 that
you are Olde School!). And, five or less
means you’re – shame on you! – new
school:

Olde School! (2): Ken (Little Cooch)
from Louisville, Ky.; Big Mike from
Westfield.

Old school (2): Steamboat from
Washington, Warren County; Lynchnd
from Westfield.

Old school (2): Dave from Scotch
Plains, Horace from Garwood, Glen
from Colts Neck.

DEVIL’S TOP 5
This week it’s the five things from

the Westfield of my youth that I miss
the most. These are actually all tied for
first because I miss them equally.

White Diamond: The one in Clark
isn’t bad; in fact, the large cheesebur-
gers ($2.65) there taste exactly the same
as they did at the Westfield joint on
North Avenue 35, 45 years ago, when
they cost 55 cents.

Jolly Trolley: Just because the name
still says Jolly Trolley doesn’t mean the
current bar is even remotely as good as
the Trolley of the ’70s and ’80s heyday.
(Then again, what is?) Who can ever
forget one noteable Trolleyite asking
every attractive girl who walked in the
door, “It’s after 10 o’clock, do you
need a note?” Or looking at his not-
filled-to-the-top glass and asking the
bartender, “What am I, a tourist?”

Charley’s Italian Deli: For those who
moved to town after the demise of this
South Avenue spot – or who got their
subs at Duke’s or Hershey’s – you will
never know the joy of walking into this
place, smelling the smells and getting a
baloney and American cheese with the
works, oil, vinegar and mayo put to-
gether by Charley or his brother John.

Baseball games at Tamaques No. 2:
The idyllic way to spend a “recovery
Sunday” in those summers of the ‘60s
was with a couple quarts of O.J. and a
sub or two, watching Post 3 at 9:30,
followed by a Merchants twinbill at 1.
(If it wasn’t a recovery day, then substi-
tute a six-pack or two for the O.J.)

Playing basketball, softball, stickball,
football at the Franklin Bowl: The bas-
ketball court is gone now. The chalked
strike zones on the two stickball “fields”
are gone. And there are swings and
stuff where the softball field of The
Town Softball League was set up. What
great days with the Crampton brothers,
Spike Morton, Arty Garvin, Chris
(Furd) Way, Chet (the Jet) West, Greg
Fleck, Charlie Freeman, Charlie Cra-
ven, Bob Small, Jerry Flynn, Jay Jones,
Slim Jim Wilson, Hud P. Whitenight,
Mike Birkler, Spider Schneider, John
Schneider, the Cutrer brothers, Rock
Hunton, et al.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

Devil of the Week
Will appear in

The June 2 issue

stop to make the score 7-3.
In the fourth, Varakian plopped an

RBI single to right and Riggs slid an
RBI groundout to second, tightening
the score to 7-5. DiSarno’s homer in
the fifth made the score, 8-5, then
Brett Ryan walked and scored on
Younger’s (2-for-5) double to left in
the bottom of the inning.

Gribbin retired all three Highland-
ers he faced in the seventh. Facing
Highlander reliever John Schmedel,
James Barry worked a walk with one
out in the seventh. Younger slapped a
single to right and O’Rourke skid an
RBI single over third base and sprinted
to second on the throw home. Murray
was intentionally walked, loading the
bases. Schmedel fanned Kerr and got
Varakian to ground out to third.

The Highlanders handed the Blue
Devils three of their four losses this
season, the other being a 6-5 loss to
Cranford, and all three were down to
the wire. A win for the Blue Devils
would have ensured them the top seed
in the upcoming sectional tournament,
which they wound up with by defeat-
ing Freehold Township on May 13.
(See story this page)

“Westfield is an outstanding pro-
gram, and I remember when I played

high school the tradition in this town.
And we try to play at their level. I
think Westfield is going to be tough
out at states the way they hit the ball,”
Coach Roof said.

“They made better plays than we
did. We gave them an error. We would
have been out of the inning with no
runs. All the sudden, an error, a run
and a three-run homer, and we are
down 4-0. Even if we don’t get the
double play, we get one out. It’s 7-7 in
the bottom of the seventh with the
bases loaded. It’s a whole different
situation,” Coach Brewster said.
Gov. Livingston 430 010 0 8
Westfield 003 210 1 7

The Cranford High School boys
lacrosse team built a 4-0 lead with the
strong face-offs of Will Bender and
goals from Luke Diano, Tom
Fitzgerald, Eric Knight and J.R. Rubin
then held on to edge Westfield, 4-3, at

Kehler Stadium in Westfield on May
12 to advance to the Union County
Tournament championship game
against No. 1 Summit. Goalie Bobby
Anstatt made 12 saves for the 9-6
Cougars.

Cougar Laxers Stun Blue Devils in UCT Semi

Blue Devil Nine Raps
Freehold Twp, 5-2

The Westfield High School base-
ball team improved to 18-4 with a
5-2 victory over Freehold Town-
ship at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in
Westfield on May 13. Danny Kerr
whacked a two-run home run and
scored twice. James Barry, James
O’Rourke and Brett Ryan each
had RBI. Justin White yielded six
hits and three walks.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PURSUING A COUGAR…Blue Devil midfielder Jack Allen, No. 2, pursues
Cougar Joey Papandrea, No. 50, in the Union County boys lacrosse semifinals.
Cranford stunned Westfield, 4-3.
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Phyllis

Brown

SPLIT

Westfield. This Henry West 3 BR, 2 Bath Split is situated on a huge piece
of property. The 1st floor boasts an entry foyer with double closet, a welcoming
LR with a WBF with wood mantle flanked by built-in bookshelves, a FDR,
EIK with oak cabinetry & greenhouse window. There are 2 BRs on the 2nd
floor with a main bath. A short flight of stairs lead to the MBR with 2 closets,
an alcove and Master Bath. HWF, screened porch, CAC, full basement and 2
car attached tandem gar.

Niki

Fry

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 5/22 1- 5PM

Westfield. 1930’s 5 BR 3.1 Bath updated colonial set on lush .33acre. The
1st floor offers a generously sized LR with double sliders to the patio and yard,
pocket doors to the FDR and an inviting FR. The EIK, renovated with cherry
cabinetry and pantry, has a porcelain tile floor and separate breakfast room with
built-in server. The 3rd floor bonus room includes a volume ceiling and is a
perfect spot for an au-pair or playroom retreat. A 2 car gar, CAC & high
ceilinged basement. Directions: Lawrence to Hillside to Mountainview #930.

Nancy

Kronheimer

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 5/22 1- 5PM

Westfield. Character galore in this picture perfect 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Cape.
Ideally located, only moments to transportation, town and schools. Remodeled
Kitchen, with newer appliances and Corian counters. Hardwood floors
throughout. LR features wood burning fireplace. Den on 1st flr has sliders
exiting onto rear patio. Private fenced backyard with mature trees. Partially
finished basement with Bilco walkout. CAC and one car attached garage
complete this lovely home. Directions: Clark Street to Ludlow Place #126.

Associate of the Month

COLONIAL

Westfield. 6 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Deluxe Home. Extensive trim details,
rich chestnut stained Hardwood floors and elegant tile throughout.
Center island, SS appliances, granite tops, tile backsplash and specialty
lighting complete the kitchen. FR with wood burning fireplace. The
accessories: gazebo front porch, mahogany back deck with retractable
awning. In Ground pool. Finished basement includes: exercise room,
billiard/poker room, wet bar, play room, powder rm. Attic can be finished.

Don

Villane
Pauline “Paula”

Sebolao

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 5/22 1- 5PM

Westfield. This Split has 3 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths. The entry hall leads
to a LR/DR combination. The EIK`s sliders open to a deck with a privacy
fence overlooking the fenced-in yard. The upstairs has the MBR w/full
bath, 2 other Bedrooms and Main Bath. The lower level features a FR w/
sliders onto a private patio, a powder room and laundry closet. The fin
basement has a rec room with an additional room with a wall length closet
which can be used as an exercise room, office or guest rm. Directions:
Lamberts Mill or Scotch Plains Ave to Warren #764.

Susan

Devaney

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. 4BR, 3.5 Bath Colonial on .92 acres on a quiet St. Updated
in 2009 with new EIK, bedrooms, baths, Family Room with great attention to
detail. Wonderful flow for entertaining, Great details include large rooms, large
Master Suite, sitting area on 2nd floor, Gas cooktop, Jennaire electric convection
oven, laundry room next to kitchen, lots of storage in large closets, basement,
garage, outdoor shed, patio and large yard for great gatherings.


