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– Obituaries –
Sarah Hope Van Why, Was Active
In PTA, Garden Club and Politics

With fond memories, Sarah Hope
Parkinson Van Why passed away on
Monday, May 9, 2011.

Born in Rahway, N.J. on April 14,
1962, Sarah moved to Westfield in
1963 and developed many lifelong
friends. She graduated Westfield High
School in 1980 and continued her
education at Gettysburg College, ob-
taining her degree in 1984.

Sarah met Scott Damon Van Why
during the summer of 1982 and they
were wed May 10, 1986. They moved
to Cranford in 1987, a town that Sa-
rah developed a passion for, and re-
mained active in PTA, Garden Club
and political committees.

Her life continues through the four
wonderful children she had with Scott,
Hannah Rose, 21, and graduating from
the University of Virginia this year;
William Armstrong, 19, and currently
attending Fairfield University; Ben-
jamin Granville, 14, who will be at-
tending Seton Hall Prep in the fall, and

Charlotte Damon, 11, vice-president
of her class at Brookside Elementary
School in Cranford.

Sarah also will be missed by her
father, Robert Parkinson; her brother,
Chris Parkinson; Scott’s father and
mother, Scott and Nancy, along with
Scott’s sister, Kristina, her husband,
Victor, and their children, Michael
and Alyssa.

A Mass was offered on Friday,
May 13, at St. Michael’s Roman
Catholic Church in Cranford.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue,
West, in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, charitable dona-
tions may be made in her remem-
brance to Missions Possible,
missionspossiblenj@gmail.com,
(908) 377-5257, and Griffin Bridges
Program at Seton Hall Prep, Ivan
Arocho, iarocho@shp.org.
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Marie L. Bogart

Hilda Gordon

Hilda Gordon
Hilda Gordon of Marco Island, Fla.,

formerly of Westfield, N.J., gently
passed away in the presence of her
daughters on Saturday, May 7, 2011.
She was born February 13, 1930 in
St. Ingbert, Germany. Hilda spent
time living in France and Japan until
moving to the United States in 1955.

She was a master Japanese doll
maker, wood carver and ikebana
flower arranger while living in Ja-
pan. Hilda loved bingo and crafting
and was active in the Marco Island
Shell Club and St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church in Florida.

She is survived by her daughters,
Linda Hoenig, and son-in-law, Hans
Hoenig, of Marco Island, Fla. and
Julie Gordon of Westfield, N.J., and
seven grandchildren.
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Marie L. Bogart, 89, Active With VFW;
Had Been Nursing Assistant at CSH

Marie L. Bogart, 89, formerly a
longtime resident of Westfield, passed
away peacefully and knowing she was
loved, on Friday, May 6,
2011, at Oconee Medical
Center in Seneca, S.C.

Born in Elizabeth, she
was the wife of the late
Lloyd M. Bogart, Sr. and
the daughter of the late
Cedric Rathbun and Ha-
zel H. (Kirk) Turner.

She is survived by her
brother, Theodore R.
Turner of Seattle, Wash.;
three children and their
spouses, Lloyd M. and Cheryl Reel
Bogart of La Crosse, Wis., Jeanne L.
Bogart of Seneca, S.C. and John W. and
Caroline Krause Bogart of Manches-
ter, N.H.; two grandchildren, Christo-
pher E. Bogart and Julie D. Garcia, and
one great-grandson, Ben C. Colvin.

For 15 years, Marie was a nursing
assistant at Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside, and she

loved working with chil-
dren. She was a member of
St. Paul’s United Church of
Christ in Garwood, N.J., a
devoted member of the
VFW Ladies Auxiliary
6807 and a member of the
Mayflower Society (a de-
scendent of John Howland.)

Her family would like to
thank the staff of Oconee
Medical Center for their
kind and thorough care.

Memorials may be made to the
Bayleaf-Leonard J. Sanders Memo-
rial VFW Auxiliary 6807, 221 South
Avenue, Garwood, N.J. 07027, or to
the Oconee Medical Center, 298
Memorial Drive, Seneca, S.C. 29672.
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William J. Townsend, 84, U.S. Marine;
Westfield Resident and Businessman

William J. Townsend, 84, a life-
long resident of Westfield, passed
away peacefully on Thursday, May
12, 2011, at Brighton Gardens in
Mountainside.

Mr. Townsend was a veteran of
World War II, serving in the U.S.
Marine Corps. He worked in the fam-
ily business, Henry P. Townsend
Moving and Storage in Westfield, for
several years. Later, he began
Townsend Rigging Company in
Westfield and retired many years ago.

Bill was a member of the Ameri-
can Legion, Lions Club and the 200
Club.

His beloved wife, Dorothy
Townsend, predeceased him.

Surviving are his daughter, Mar-
garet Picaro, and her husband, Tony.
He also will be deeply missed by his
grandchildren, Kelly Picaro-Brodo
and her husband, Vincent, Brett, Wil-

liam and Tara, and his great-grand-
daughter, Grace, along with many
other close family members.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, May 14, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in Bill’s memory may
be made to either the Center for
Hope Hospice or the Westfield Res-
cue Squad.
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ECF Announces Date
For Tea-Fashion Show
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
(ECF) will hold its second annual
Classic English Afternoon Tea and
Fashion Show, sponsored by
Coldwater Creek, on Sunday, June
12, to benefit children with cancer
and their families. All are welcome.

The event will take place from 2 to
5 p.m. at St. John’s Baptist Church,
located at 2387 Morse Avenue in
Scotch Plains, and will honor ECF’s
pediatric cancer mothers.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy finger sandwiches,
scones and dessert while listening to
piano music. Juanita Painson, an
ECF mother and businesswoman,
will be the keynote speaker.

In addition, participants will be
able to meet some of the Central
Region’s mothers who will be hon-
ored at this event. A 50/50 and gift
raffles also will be included. All
guests will receive a gift bag.
Women’s hats are optional, and
prizes will be awarded for best hats.

The cost is $25 per person. Ven-
dors are invited and tables are $25.
Interested persons are asked to con-
tact Barbara at (908) 322-4323, ex-
tension no. 17, or
barbara@emmanuelcancer.org.

Westfield Library Releases
Strategic Plan For 2011-14

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Memo-
rial Library has just released its Strategic
Plan for 2011-2014. Entitled “Collabora-
tion and Connection: Engaging the Com-
munity,” the plan is the result of work on
the part of community members, library
staff and library board members. Its pur-
pose is to help guide the board of trustees
in setting priorities over the next few years
given the economic realities that all mu-
nicipal agencies face today.

In order to define a shared vision and
mission for the library, community input
was sought out via a series of focus groups
and an online survey. More than 111
people attended the focus groups that
were led by Library Development Solu-
tions, a library-consulting firm based in
Princeton, and over 200 people took the

survey.
Participants were recruited through re-

quests from library board members, infor-
mation in the local press and sign-up sheets
in the library. Staff members also contacted
library users, non-users, readers and non-
readers and invited them to participate.

As a result of the focus groups, surveys
and meetings, the plan was written to in-
clude a series of goals and objectives along
with a new mission statement. The follow-
ing mission statement will now appear on
many library materials: “The Westfield Me-
morial Library – the community’s destina-
tion for discovery and ideas – engages
minds, entertains spirits and facilitates life-
long learning for people of all ages.”

The three goals that will guide the board
for the next three years include engaging
the community with modern, responsive
services, diverse collections and patron-
friendly policies; delivering up-to-date
information and resources to increase
awareness and use of the library and to
secure the library’s role as an essential part
of Westfield life, and connecting with the
community in an easy-to-use facility and
with current technology.

According to Phil Israel, library direc-
tor, parts of the plan have already been
addressed. “With a donation from the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, we now have six laptop computers
available for use in the library, a library
foundation has been established and a
contract for a new circulation system has
been awarded. We are on the verge of
lending out e-readers. I want to thank
everyone in the community who partici-
pated in the process to help create the
plan. With this plan in place, the library
board and I feel confident that the
Westfield Memorial Library will con-
tinue to provide outstanding services to
the residents of Westfield.”

To view the Strategic Plan, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and look
under the tab “About Us,” or visit the
Reference Desk and ask for a copy. The
library is located at 550 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

John Dietrich, Jr., 77, Systems Analyst;
Active In Church, Scouts, Golden Agers
John William Dietrich, Jr., 77, of

Scotch Plains died on Monday, May
16, 2011, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Elizabeth, he grew up in
Union and lived in Elizabeth before
moving to Scotch Plains in 1964.

A graduate of Rutgers University,
John served in the U.S. Army during
the 1950s. He was employed as a
systems analyst with Phelps Dodge
in Elizabeth. After retiring, he worked
as a tax preparer at H&R Block in
Scotch Plains for many years.

John was an active member of the
Golden Agers of Scotch Plains and
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church and was a former
leader of Boy Scout Troop No. 203.
He also was a volunteer with Junior
Achievement while at Phelps Dodge.

He is survived by his wife, Joan
Sauer Dietrich; two sons, Thomas
(Caroline) and Robert (Denise); two

daughters, Barbara Thompson (Gary)
and Eileen Cosentino (Mark); his sis-
ter, Mary Graybush (Richard); two
brothers, Robert (Gina) and George
(Kathy); seven grandchildren, Col-
leen, Derek, Craig, Elizabeth,
Madeline, Sarah and Samuel; several
nieces and a nephew.

The funeral will be held today,
Thursday, May 19, at 10 a.m. from
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral
Mass will follow at 11 a.m. at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church,
2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch
Plains. Interment will be at Graceland
Memorial Park in Kenilworth.

Those who wish may make dona-
tions to the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076. For additional informa-
tion or to sign the guestbook, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Bowling Event Helps Keep
Local Man’s Memory Alive

WESTFIELD – The Gregg F. Clyne
Memorial Foundation held its second
annual “Spirit of Gregg” bowling
event on May 7 from 7 to 11 p.m. at
Garwood Lanes in Garwood. A
Westfield resident, Mr. Clyne passed
away in August 2006 at age 27.

The intention of this event is not to
raise funds for the Foundation, but
to bring together family and friends
for a night of fun, laughter and fond
recollections of Mr. Clyne. Sixty-
five guests wore matching blue T-
shirts with the words “Spirit of
Gregg” on the back (the Foundation
logo on the front) and 52 of those
guests enjoyed bowling to compete
for the high bowler game, as well as
the low bowler game. It made for a
night of lots of good-natured com-
petition. Guests also enjoyed sand-
wiches, wraps and chicken fingers

from Hershey’s Deli in Westfield.
The Gregg F. Clyne Memorial

Foundation, Inc., a non-profit orga-
nization, was established in 2008 to
give financial support to qualifying
local high-school students who plan
to attend the University of Delaware
(Mr. Clyne’s alma mater.)

At present, the Foundation is
searching for its 2011 scholarship
award recipient (five students previ-
ously have been awarded scholar-
ships.) The next Gregg F. Clyne
Memorial Foundation fundraiser
event will be held at the Gran Centu-
rions in Clark on Saturday, March
31, 2012.

For more information regarding the
Foundation, interested persons are
invited to visit Mr. Clyne’s website,
greggclynefoundation.com, or to e-
mail gfcfoundation@gmail.com.

A FAMILY FOREVER…Mary Ann and George Clyne stand beside a picture of their
son, Gregg. The Gregg F. Clyne Memorial Foundation held its second annual “Spirit
of Gregg” bowling event on May 7 at Garwood Lanes as an evening of camaraderie
and reminiscing among family and friends. The Foundation’s next fundraiser event,
benefiting local high-school students, will take place in March 2012.
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Historian to Address
Willow Grove Forum
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Wil-

low Grove Presbyterian Church
will present John Fea, a historian
from Messiah College, at its Adult
Forum at 11:30 a.m. this Sunday,
May 22. Mr. Fea will discuss his
book, “Was America Founded as a
Christian Nation?” Members of the
community are invited to attend.

John Murrin, who taught Colo-
nial and Revolutionary American
History for 30 years at Princeton
University, stated that, “Fea chal-
lenges his readers to think like
historians, and presents them with
the facts they need to weigh the
evidence...[including] case stud-
ies of the religious beliefs and
practices of seven founding fa-
thers – three undoubtedly devout
and orthodox in their faith, while
the other four are questionable in
regard to one and/or the other.”

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. For further
information about the church’s pro-
grams and ministries,  visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call
(908) 232-5678. The church facili-
ties are handicapped-accessible.

NAMI Meeting to Feature
Family Coping Strategies

WESTFIELD – All are invited to
attend a program presented by the
Union County chapter of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) on Tuesday, May 24, at 7:30
p.m. at American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3, located at 1003
North Avenue, West, in Westfield.

Guest speaker John Gesumaria

will lead a discussion on the per-
sonal experiences of children grow-
ing up with bipolar, PTSD and learn-
ing disabilities. He will speak about
various coping strategies and first-
hand accounts of people and orga-
nizations that provide help along
the course of development.

Mr. Gesumaria’s mother also will
provide some insight into parenting a
child with mental illness. All are in-
vited to ask Mr. Gesumaria questions
and/or participate in an open and
friendly discussion on issues related
to the care of someone who may be
suffering with mental illness.

There is no charge to attend this
program, and snacks will be provided.
For more information, or in the event of
inclement weather, call (908) 233-1628
or e-mail nami.union.nj@nami.org.
Further information also is available at
nami-nj-uc.org.

Baptist Church Begins
Registration For VBS
SCOTCH PLAINS – Registration

is underway for Vacation Bible
School (VBS) at the Terrill Road
Baptist Church, to be held Monday
through Friday, July 11 to 15, from 9
a.m. to noon each day.

This year, participants will take
part in “The Big Apple Adventure,”
a journey that will teach how life and
faith connect. It will impart this mes-
sage through a combination of mu-
sic, Bible stories, missions, crafts,
games, learning, exploring, snacks
and fun. The week will wrap up with
Family Night on July 15.

“It is important for young people to
have an opportunity to learn about
who Christ is, what He has done for
them and what that means for them
living life each day. Vacation Bible
School will do just that in a fun, excit-
ing way that kids can understand,”
said VBS Co-Director Lisa Dyer.

“I am especially excited about this
year’s theme: The Big Apple Adven-
ture,” she added. “Living just out-
side New York City, I think the kids
will really enjoy and appreciate all
that they will experience. Seeing the
sanctuary look like Times Square,
having the kids get their picture taken
with a replica of the Statue of Lib-
erty and having a New York-style
pretzel for snack will all be part of
the adventure.”

“The Big Apple Adventure” is
open to those who have completed
pre-kindergarten through those who
have finished sixth grade. Admis-
sion is free, but space is limited.
Registration will end on Sunday,
June 5. For more information or to
register, call the church office at
(908) 322-7151 or register online at
trbc4him.org.

Terrill Road Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. The Reverend William C.
Page is pastor.

Virginia Kinney Dunnan, Executive;
Mother and Wife Extraordinaire

Virginia Kinney Dunnan died
peacefully on May 10, 2011, with her
husband and her family by her side,
at St. Joseph Medical Center in Read-
ing, Pa.

Virginia Lee Kinney was born July
31, 1935 in Meadville, Pa. and moved
to Westfield, N.J. with her parents,
Margaret Rennie Kinney and Samuel
Marks Kinney, Sr. She graduated from
Westfield High School in 1953, and
from Brown University in 1957. Her
parents, her sister, Margaret
McGroarty, and her brothers, R.
Stanton Kinney and Samuel Marks
Kinney, Jr., all predeceased her.

With her big sister’s talent, guid-
ance and encouragement, Virginia
became fascinated with music at the
early age of 4. She loved singing and
the piano, and in her busiest years,
could often be found skipping around
the house doing chores and singing
the latest Broadway show tunes, or
the most challenging passages from
her favorite Gilbert and Sullivan, as
she practiced for one of her many
performances at the Cranford Dra-
matic Club, where she was a regular
for many years. Virginia instilled her
love of music in each of her children
and was always one to lift those
around her with happy song.

Virginia met her husband, Bruce
Sr., at a freshman mixer at Brown
University. He saw her in a red dress
on the stairs of Brown’s Whittier
House and vowed to find his way to
meet her. Virginia wrote in her “Him”
book that he was “well – simply won-
derful!” Just two weeks after gradu-
ation, they married and moved to Del
Rio, Tex., where Bruce, an ROTC
graduate and second lieutenant, was
stationed with the U.S. Air Force.
The Air Force base, and the desert
that surrounded it, felt like an alien
planet to the newlyweds, but Jen (as
she was fondly called) quickly
adopted her new Air Force family
and, soon thereafter, started one of
her own. They returned east when
Bruce was discharged, moving first
to Cranford and then to Westfield,
where she lived and raised her fam-
ily, for more than 25 years, before
moving to Pennsylvania.

Virginia devoted the first seventeen
years of marriage to raising her chil-

dren and fostering several others. She
opened both her heart, and her door, to
anyone who needed an “extra Mom.”
Virginia loved to cook big meals and
to play cards and games, and used it as
a not-so-secret way to bring children,
friends and family together for a little
quality time. However, Virginia also
understood the importance of being a
strong, vibrant and healthy competi-
tor and contributor. She was the direc-
tor of Brown University’s
Chattertocks, the starring lead in nu-
merous musical productions, a state
champion Bridge player, national
Apple II Lode Runner champion, pro-
lific knitter of ski sweaters and baby
blankets, avid fisherwoman, and a
pretty good bowler, too.

Virginia loved her hometown and
devoted countless hours to helping
others. She served as a choir mother
and Sunday school teacher at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, a member
of the Westfield Service League and
chairwoman of its Consignment
Shop, and, as a volunteer, helped
establish the first College Resource
Center at Westfield High School.

In 1975, she became an employ-
ment counselor with Executive Search
Inc. and quickly rose in the ranks to
manage its Newark office before be-
ing promoted to executive vice-presi-
dent, then opening and managing the
company’s new Morristown office,
where she worked until her move to
Pennsylvania.

In addition to her husband, Bruce,
Virginia leaves four children, Bruce
Dunnan, Jr. of Westfield, N.J.,
Cameron Dunnan of Morris Town-
ship, N.J., Margaret Dunnan of Cov-
entry, Conn. and William John
Dunnan, IV of Blairstown, N.J. She
also leaves her daughters-in-law,
D’Arcy Dunnan of Westfield and Ruth
Dunnan of Morris Township, as well
as five grandchildren, Diana, Ashley
and Bruce, III of Westfield and Scott
and Kyle of Morris Township, as well
as many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service to share our
happy memories of Virginia will be
conducted at St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church in Morristown, N.J. on Fri-
day, May 20, at 11 a.m.
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Expo Sunday to Honor
Wellness Challenge

SCOTCH PLAINS – The commu-
nity is invited to the Scotch Plains
Wellness Challenge Expo to be held
this Sunday, May 22. It will take
place on the Village Green, adjacent
to the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing located at 430 Park Avenue. The
festivities will begin at 1 p.m.

Awards and prizes will be given away
at the Expo, which will feature free
activities and demonstrations, as well
as a Fun Bus for youngsters. Multiple
local vendors will have displays. The
Expo will mark the conclusion of the
first annual 12-week Wellness Chal-
lenge, a fun and friendly competition
during which participants were treated
to twice-weekly seminars, as well as
the Challenge point system that fo-
cused on the mind, body and soul.

The Wellness Challenge was
brought to the community through a
small group of volunteers as a part of
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool’s
Wellness Campaign.

All residents, including children,
are invited to attend this event to
celebrate this year’s achievements and
to learn what is in store for next year.


