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Reeve Family Legacy Enables
Westfield to Preserve Its Past

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the recent renovation of the
Reeve House completed last Decem-
ber, the long awaited opening of the
new home to the Westfield Historical
Society has brought with it a kind of
indescribable excitement. For the first
time in its history, Westfield will not
only have a cultural center that focuses
on local history, but one that is housed
in an exquisitely restored, 19th-cen-
tury Victorian-style home.

The preservation of the three-story,
3,000-square-foot house, set on 1.62
acres of property located at 314 Moun-
tain Avenue, began back in 2007.

The home, which recently was added
to the National Registry of Historic
Places, was donated to the Town of
Westfield 26 years ago by William
Edgar and Mamie Reeve’s two sons,
Ralph Tichenor and Edgar Reeve. The
sons donated the home and the prop-
erty in memory of their father, William
Edgar Reeve. In exchange, it was agreed
that Edgar, who was 85 years old at the
time, would live in the house until his
death, property tax free. Edgar would
maintain the interior while the town
would take care of the grounds.

Back in 1985, it seemed like a good
deal. Edgar wound up living to the ripe
old age of 100, thus occupying the
family residence for an additional 15
years.

It is not clear when the house was
built or who built it, but what is known
is that it was constructed on the site of
an earlier home that was the 1841 birth-
place of Brigadier General John R.
Myrick, a captain in the Civil War.
Myrick’s parents had purchased the
property, coincidentally, from an Ezra
Reeve of Newark, N.J., although no
relation to William Edgar Reeve.

Before William and Mamie pur-
chased the homestead, William Stitt
lived there. He was the proprietor of the
town’s first hotel, The Westfield Hotel,
built in 1857. He bought the home in
May of 1872. It is believed that when
Stitt bought the land, the house was
already standing.

In 1906 William and Mamie Reeve
bought the house, where they remained
until their deaths in the 1960s. They
loved this home and enjoyed many
happy occasions there, including a very
festive 70th anniversary party that their
sons hosted in April of 1963. The cel-
ebration was quite an event, with more
than 100 attendees.

Although there were many happy
occasions at 314 Mountain Avenue,
and some excellent longevity genes in
the family, the couple sadly and tragi-
cally lost a daughter, Grace, who passed
away suddenly in 1938 from pneumo-

nia. Her funeral also took place at the
home, as did the funerals of both her
parents decades later.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Reeve were civic-
minded members of the Westfield com-
munity. When Mamie moved to
Westfield, she organized a chapter of
the VFW, in which she had been an
active member in her prior community
of Newark. William was part of a small
group responsible for the founding of
the YMCA in 1923. Mindowaskin Park
exists today due to William’s vision,
efforts and ideas. Additionally, he and
Mamie donated more than three acres
of their home’s four-acre property to
create the park.

Some unique and rare trees on the
front lawn of the house have been there
for over a century. One of New Jersey’s
largest specimen trees, an English yew,
with a crown diameter of 65 feet, can be
found on the right-hand side of the
property. Interestingly, the tree does
not qualify as a national landmark be-
cause its species is not native to
America.

On the far left-hand side of the prop-
erty is a plaque commemorating the
dedication of the homestead by the
sons in memory of their father, William
Edgar Reeve, who was indeed a pillar
of the community and was affection-
ately known as “Uncle Bill” to all.

The Reeve name will live on per-
petually, not only because of the
family’s many philanthropic contribu-
tions, which now include their home,
but also for their congenial, loving and
always ready-to-help attitude.

The Westfield Historical Society has
done a professional job of renovating
the interior and the exterior, while at
the same time maintaining the integrity
of the late-19th-century Italianate-style
home.

The Reeve House History and Cul-
tural Center will serve the community
by providing cultural and heritage
events. The offices of the Westfield
Historical Society are now located
there, along with a small museum dis-
playing some furniture and other his-
toric items.

A plan is in motion to build a tem-
perature- and humidity-controlled fa-
cility where the carriage house now
stands. The new state-of-the-art facil-
ity will be designed with open work
spaces and will contain archival boxes
to store and protect historical items and
exhibits. Additionally, it will connect
to the house and provide handicap ac-
cessibility. Visiting hours at the Reeve
House will eventually be established.

For more information, contact the
Westfield Historical Society at (908)
654-1794 or visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.
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REEVE HOUSE PAST AND PRESENT…Pictured above are images of the
Reeve House History and Cultural Center of Westfield, both before its recent
renovation, left, and afterwards. The center will present cultural events as well as
house archival materials.

Chamber Asks for Help From
Community In Wake Of Ferraro Fire

Union Catholic Has Failed to Act on
Balls Landing in Yards SP Homes

Letters to the Editor

Bill Is Proposed to Prohibit Ex-Cons
From Serving on School Boards

In the wake of the tragic fire at Ferraro’s,
destroying a landmark and staple of our
community since 1969, we are reminded
that we as a community we are at our best
when times are at their worst. Our hearts
go out to the Ferraro family and to the
entire community and we look forward to
helping them start the next chapter of
their story.

As the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, serving the communities of
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Westfield, we have
dedicated ourselves to helping all busi-
ness owners and professionals connect
with each other, with the community at
large and with new customers from all
over.

Our community needs our help. When
a business as large and successful as
Ferraro’s closes, even temporarily, it af-
fects all businesses in the community.

Traffic flow decreases, patrons who would
have dined there and then stroll around
and shop elsewhere don’t come, and busi-
ness decreases for all.

We at the Chamber are geared up for
helping businesses grow, network and
market. And we look forward to doing so
for Ferraro’s when they reopen. In the
meantime, we will do everything we can
to work with the DWC and Sherry Cronin
as they help Ferraro’s with this transition.

I hope to see you all at future events.
And if you’re not already involved in our
collective success, please join us. The
time to participate in our community, in
your community, has never been more
“now” then ever. Give us a call, send us
an e-mail, get involved helping the com-
munity.

I wish us all a prosperous future.

Mitchell Beinhaker
 WACC Chairman

TRENTON –  Assemblymen Jerry
Green (D-20, Plainfield), Jack Conners
(D-7, Delran) and Herb Conaway (D-
7, Delran) are sponsors of a bill to bar
those convicted of crimes from serving
on school boards and requiring board
members to undergo criminal checks.
The bill (A-444) was approved 76 to 0
on Monday. The bill now goes to the
State Senate for consideration.

“If we prohibit someone from teach-
ing in a classroom because of past
convictions, then they definitely should
be prohibited from presiding over the
education of an entire school district,”
Asm. Green said. “It’s a common sense
change that is long overdue.”

Under the bill, any person elected or
appointed to a board of education would
be disqualified from serving if they
have been convicted of any crime that,
under existing law, would disqualify
them from being employed in a public
school.

A previous conditional veto by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie added language
barring people convicted of bias in-
timidation and any fourth-degree crime
involving a child.

The bill also would require each
member of a board of education to
undergo a criminal history background
check within 30 days of being elected
or appointed. The cost of the criminal
background check will be the responsi-
bility of the school board member, but
unexpended campaign funds may be
used in the case of an elected member.

Furthermore, it would amend the oath
of office taken by new board members
to include a specific declaration that
the member is not disqualified from
service due to conviction of one of
those crimes. Any member who falsely

swears that he or she is not disqualified
would face penalties of up to 18 months
in prison and $10,000 in fines.

The crimes included under the bill
include any crime of the first or sec-
ond degree; an offense involving the
manufacture, transportation, sale, pos-
session, distribution or habitual use of
a controlled dangerous substance or
“drug paraphernalia; a crime involv-
ing the use of force or the threat of
force to or upon a person or property
including, but not limited to, robbery,
aggravated assault, stalking, kidnap-
ping, arson, manslaughter and mur-
der; a third-degree crime, or any of the
following crimes: recklessly endan-
gering another person; terroristic
threats; criminal restraint; luring, en-
ticing child into motor vehicle struc-
ture or isolated area; causing or risk-
ing widespread injury or damage;
criminal mischief; burglary; threats
and other improper influence; perjury
and false swearing; resisting arrest;
any crime of the fourth degree involv-
ing a victim who is a minor; or con-
spiracy to commit or an attempt to
commit any of the aforesaid crimes.

In 1961, when the Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Board accepted the Archdiocese’s
application for Union Catholic (UC) to
exist in a residential zone (R-1 zoning to
be exact), they did so with the condition
that the school would always maintain a
25-foot tree/landscape buffer. The in-
tent of this requirement was to shield the
adjacent properties (and potential future
residences) from any disturbances that
might occur and to maintain property
values in this area of Scotch Plains.

In 2009, upon receiving a permit from
the Township of Scotch Plains (a permit
granted without any public hearing be-
fore any township board) UC renovated
its athletic field. Before the renovation,
the athletic field was approximately 70
feet from our property line. The mov-
able bleachers were placed 30 feet from
our property line at the base of a small
hill. When UC had baseball games, we
had minimal interruptions from sound
and spectators because they stood 20 to
30 feet away from our backyard at the
bottom of the hill. We (4 Dutch Lane)
did not receive any errant foul balls
because of the curved-top backstop and
the distance of the actual field from our
properties.

The renovated athletic field is 20 feet
closer to our property. The bleachers are
now fastened to a concrete retaining
wall less than 15 feet from our property.
Spectators stand less than two feet from
our property line during a game. There is
no tree buffer. There is no fence, no
sound wall, nothing to shield the resi-
dents of this neighborhood from loud-
speaker noise, whooping/hollering of
game spectators, spectators who (at
times) peer over our fence and peek into

our homes.
The most dangerous nuisance since

the renovation is the numerous foul balls
our neighborhood is subject to every
time there is a baseball game or practice
on the UC’s field. These errant foul balls
land anywhere in our yards, even four
feet from our homes and right on our
decks/patios. While ticket holders and
spectators attending a game inherently
accept the risk of being hit with a base-
ball, we do not just because we live next
to a high school field.

In fact, on April 26 an errant foul ball
landed two feet from my toddler in the
middle of our patio table and rolled onto
our deck.

UC has been notified both verbally
and in writing several times since 2009
regarding the foul ball issue. They have
done nothing.

At the September 7, 2010 Scotch
Plains town hall meeting Jim Reagan,
Jr., Sister Percy Lee Hart and Karen
Piasecki were in attendance. My neigh-
bors and I spoke to the numerous noise,
privacy disturbances, and foul balls fly-
ing into our yards during baseball games
and practices. Responding to the Mayor
Malool’s invitation, Mr. Reagan noted
his knowledge of the errant foul balls –
but offered no apology. Instead he said,
“I left them a bucket, and I never got any
(foul) balls back.”

At the September 21, 2010 Scotch
Plains Town Hall meeting Jim Reagan
spoke publicly that UC would take care
of the foul ball issue. This was six months
before the start of the 2011 baseball
season.

Rajul Shah
Scotch Plains

Center for Hope Hospice Sets 3rd
Annual 5K Run for June 18

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care will
host its third annual Patrick Allocca Me-
morial 5K Run, Walk for Hope on Satur-
day, June 18 at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. and
the Run/Walk will start at 9:30 a.m. An
awards ceremony and barbecue will im-
mediately follow the race.

The registration fee for individuals is
$25 by Monday, June 13 ($20 for U.S.T.A.F.
members) or $27 on race day. Children up
to 10-years-old will be charged a fee of $7.
Participants can register at
www.njraces.com or mail or register at
the Westfield Running Company, 123
Quimby Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
Packet pickup also will be available at
Westfield Running Company on June 15

to 17.
All Proceeds will benefit the Center

for Hope Hospice. Donations also be
made online at centerforhope.com. Those
unable to run or walk are asked to  con-
sider a sponsorship.

Sponsors to date include: Stagehouse
Tavern, Running Company of Westfield,
Frank and Camille Fortino, Ferraros Res-
taurant, Access 2 Care, Ashbrook Reha-
bilitation Center, Carrolls Florist, Hanley
Funeral Home, Livingston Infusion Care
and A.J. Jersey. The Race is U.S.T.A.F.
certified and all members will receive
500 points for completing the race.

For further information about the Cen-
ter for Hope or the 5K Event, please call
(908) 889-7780 or e-mail
rcoloney@centerforhope.com.

Valley Furniture Shop
Unique Heirloom Reproductions

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR
FACTORY AUTHORIZED PRICE REDUCTION

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity 

to purchase the world’s finest mattress! 

Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the 

hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 1893.

Shifman ultra-premium sets are entirely handmade 

in the USA featuring natural cotton upholstery,

a unique hand-tufting technique, and eight-way 

hand-tied boxsprings. So, don’t let this 

limited time offer catch you napping.

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT •
NATURAL MATERIALS •

TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES •
HANDCRAFTED QUALITY •

10 

DAYS 

ONLY!

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com
Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday until 7 * Sunday 1-5

Stickley - Henkel Harris - Kindel - D.R. Dimes - Karges - Southwood - EJ Victor - French Heritage - Hancock & Moore - Harden  

BANCROFT

SUGG. SALE 10%
TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149 $134
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249 $224

CRYSTAL

SUGG. SALE 10%
TWIN EA.PC. 460 $249 $224
FULL EA.PC. 620 $339 $305
QUEEN SET 1300 $699 $629
KING SET 2150 $1199 $1079

JADE

SUGG. SALE 10%
TWIN EA.PC. 620 $339 $305
FULL EA.PC. 790 $429 $386
QUEEN SET 1710 $939 $845
KING SET 2680 $1449 $1304

SAPPHIRE
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN EA.PC. 840 $449 $422
FULL EA.PC. 1010 $559 $503
QUEEN SET 2240 $1249 $1124
KING SET 3310 $1849 $1664

SATURN

SUGG. SALE 10%
TWIN EA.PC. 1460 $819 $737
FULL EA.PC. 1770 $999 $899
QUEEN SET 3860 $2199 $1979
KING SET 5510 $3099 $2789

ROYAL COMFORT PT
SUGG. SALE 10%

TWIN SET 3740 $2199 $1979
FULL SET 4490 $2599 $2339
QUEEN SET 5310 $3099 $2789
KING SET 7120 $4199 $3779

Save 35% - 50%
Plus an additional 10%
on every Shifman style in closeout covers only.


