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Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Scotch Plains Council’s Non-Refund
Of Sewer Money Is Insulting

WF Mayor Responds to Citizen’s
Developer’s Agreement Concern

Who Is That Honored
WW II Veteran?

Last September, I along with 10,000
other people, attended the annual Marine
Corps Parade in Raritan, honoring J.
Basilone, WW II Medal of Honor recipi-
ent. Before the parade started, I listened
to an interview with a WW II Marine
veteran who served two years in the Pa-
cific.

And behold, he is from Westfield and
has lived there for over 50 years. His
record was such, they placed him in the
lead car along with Basilone’s brother
and niece. His first name is Ray. Can’t
remember his last name (Meusel,
Musell?).

Mark Kugel
Union

Scotch Plains Zoning Board Thanked
For Cell Tower Denial at Swim Club

WF School Taxes Rise, Ranking Drops
All While FD and PD Are Understaffed

Westfield Gets Help From Cranford,
Neighboring Fire Departments

FW Comm. Thanks
Cleanup Volunteers

The Fanwood Clean Community Com-
mittee would like to extend their thanks
to the 100 volunteers who participated in
the April 30 Clean Community Day. Lit-
ter was removed from Fanwood’s public
areas. Picked up during the event were
approximately 25 bags of recyclables and
75 bags of trash. Good job, volunteers!

The morning began with Councilman
Russell Huegel’s welcome and reading
of the “Fanwood Clean Community Day”
Proclamation.

Fanwood Clean Community
Chariman Clint Dicksen,

Bob McCarthy, Linda Talcott,
 Greg Cummings, Dean Talcott,

 Donna Dolce

(Editor’s Note: This is Mayor Andy
Skibitsky’s response to a letter written by
Mr. Stillufsen published in last week’s
paper.)

*****
Thank you for writing. I appreciate the

opportunity to address your concern.
Please be advised that a “Developer’s

Agreement” is required by Article 8, Sec-
tion 17 of the Municipal Land Use Ordi-
nance “for all applications involving in-
frastructure...” Perhaps Part A of Article
8, Section 17 best clarifies what a
developer’s agreement is: “Prior to any
construction and coincident with the fur-
nishing of the performance guarantee by
the developer, the developer shall enter
into a developer’s agreement with the
Town of Westfield incorporating all the
terms and conditions of approval as re-
quired by the Planning Board or Zoning
Board of Adjustment.”

In all cases where the developer will be
responsible for installing public improve-
ments such as sanitary sewers, street light-
ing, curbs, storm water control convey-
ance facilities, and the like, the developer’s
agreement serves to protect the public’s
interest by legally binding the developer
to the construction standards set forth by
the Town Code. In this particular case,
the execution of a developer’s agreement
was one of the conditions set forth in the
Planning Board’s resolution of approval
that was memorialized and adopted on
September 15, 2010.

To be clear, there is no conflict of
interest, nor is there any “deal” between
myself and the developer. As Mayor, I

legally execute (sign) the required agree-
ment between the Town of Westfield and
the developer. (Remember, the agree-
ment is between the developer and the
Town of Westfield, not the Planning
Board, which is why I, as Mayor, sign it.)
Please note that no “deal” has been “in the
works.” Rather, the developer’s agree-
ment is the result of the comprehensive
and very public Planning Board process
defined by state law (Municipal Land
Use Law N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq.).
Accordingly, all testimony, including in-
put from the public and deliberations, are
conducted at advertised public meetings
and all decisions rendered are memorial-
ized in writing and adopted at advertised
public meetings. Notification of
memorializations are sent to The Westfield
Leader for inclusion under legal notices.
Further, the Planning Board is defined by
the Municipal Land Use Law as an au-
tonomous body and its exclusive author-
ity is codified in Ordinance 3.12 to the
effect: “Any power expressly authorized
by ordinance or the Municipal Land Use
Law to the Planning Board or the Zoning
Board of Adjustment shall not be exer-
cised by any other body,” which includes
the undersigned and the Town Council.
Therefore, neither the Council nor I can
intervene in the Planning Board process.

I trust this offers reassurance that no
“deal has been in the works” and that the
developer’s agreement is required by the
Town Code to protect the public interest.

Andy Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

We would like to take this opportunity to
thank the many people in our community
who joined our fight against T-Mobile’s
application for a cell tower at Willow Grove
Swim Club (Scotch Plains). Over 100 indi-
viduals strong, we sacrificed our time and
lent our talents in a variety of ways. Many
of us tirelessly showed up meeting after
meeting for the past 10 months because of
our belief that WGSC was not an appropri-
ate place for a cell tower.

We maintained tenacity in the face of
T-Mobile’s attorneys and host of experts,
challenging their claims of a gap in cov-
erage. T. Mobile could neither prove that

there was a “gap” big enough to justify
constructing a commercial cell tower in a
residential neighborhood, nor could they
prove that there wasn’t a better location.
The data they presented was contradic-
tory and inconsistent.

This was perhaps most strongly dem-
onstrated when the town’s rado frequency
(RF)  expert, Ronald Graiff, presented a
report from the Hillside Cemetery cell
tower application. This report, prepared
by T-Mobile’s RF expert Ben Shidfar,
stated that, “the coverage in the Willow
Grove Swim Club area is excellent.” Mr.
Shidfar is the same RF expert who testi-
fied to the contrary in the Willow Grove
application.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board, rec-
ognizing these facts, courageously stood
up for our neighborhood by unanimously
denying the application based on T-
Mobile’s inability to present clear evi-
dence of a gap. Additionally noted by the
board members were concerns for our
neighborhood and our kids. They chose
to not put them at risk by placing this cell
tower by their parks and their school.

A sincere thank you to the members of
the board for your careful deliberation of
the facts and hearing the voice of our
community. We applaud your decision to
deny T-Mobile this variance and once
again thank you for your commitment
and service to Scotch Plains.

Judy Lanfredi Mouckas,
Scotch Plains, for

Fight the Tower

Something has to give. I find it sad how
our town and school system work.
Westfield has the highest starting salary
for teachers in the nation. Westfield has
one of the highest tax rates in the nation.
We are told we pay the highest starting
salary so we can have the best teachers.
But are they the best and are they doing
the best job?

The fact is now in print. We don’t have
the best schools. Actually Westfield is
not the best in the nation or even the state
and is dropping in the rankings. Westfield
is ranked 41st in the state. In 2008,
Millburn was ranked no.1 and in 2010
they are still ranked no.1. In 2008 Cranford
was ranked 29th. They are now ranked
13th. Summit was 25th and is now 22nd.
Scotch Plains was 69th. It has moved up
to 62. Westfield was 27th and is now 41st.

So, all the increase in taxes was for
higher paid teachers, and administration
and a lower school ranking. A small sam-

pling and Westfield is the only school to
drop in the local sampling. Our adminis-
tration allows our principals to send jokes
on school e-mail to parents that leave the
town liable; and allow our teachers who
are doing drugs to continue to teach; but
we have no control on how much we have
to pay in taxes.

We now have the some of the highest
taxes in the state and/or country, but our
fire and police departments are under
staffed. We are all getting screwed and
we allow it. We passed our over-priced
school budget and we elect a council who
could care less about our safety by cutting
fire and police personal. When will the
people in this town pay attention? After it
is to late?

Wake up Westfield. Speak up and let
our council and school board know we
are not the open-ended bank account.

Greg Ryan
Westfield

As a resident and taxpayer in Scotch
Plains, I find it insulting to be told the
overpayment of $820,000 the town col-
lected for our “sewer costs” is not going
to be returned to us but will be “managed”
for our own good by those in government
with a better understanding of financial
matters. Excuse me? You overcharged
me and I want my money back. Let me
make this simple for you - you collected
too much. You cannot keep the money
because it does not belong to you. If you
don’t have this money due to you, you
have to repay the residents of Scotch
Plains. I know this concept of returning
money is foreign to you, but it is the right
and only option available to you.

Because of the wrong and greedy think-
ing of local, county, and state govern-
ment officials in New Jersey and in Scotch

Plains specifically, I am being forced into
selling my home. Exactly what business
would be legally able to tell us we were
overcharged, but they were keeping the
money for some nebulous future en-
deavor? I will be leaving this town and
this state in disgust and disappointment.
Give me my refund!

Thank you Louis Beckerman for tak-
ing on the Republican “business as usual”
group and their ridiculous but illogical
arguments for keeping money not be-
longing to them with reasoning so unsus-
tainable that only they would dare pro-
pose it without the grace of being embar-
rassed.

Patricia Balke
Scotch Plains

The most striking image from last
week’s Westfield Leader coverage of the
six-alarm fire at Ferraro’s was of the
Cranford fire departments’ tower truck
pouring water on the raging fire.

For the second time in six weeks,
Westfield’s fire department was unable
to adequately protect the citizens and
property of the town without help from
our neighboring towns.

And while the mayor and the town
council were correct to praise the fire and
police departments for their outstanding
work during this emergency, the council
needs to take responsibility for the appar-

ent inadequate funding they provide the
fire department.

What is needed is an open and trans-
parent discussion about how the current
staffing levels are derived and why our
town doesn’t seem to have enough staff
to man one of their most important trucks.

The mayor has rightly managed the
budget of the town in a prudent manner,
but the town has to ask whether the safety
of the public is now at risk because of
inadequate fire department staffing.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

Thank You for Making
FSP-Y 5K a Success

We would like to express our sincere
thanks to the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment, volunteers from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district and the
dedicated staff and members of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA for con-
tributing to the success of the 5K “United
for a Cause” Fundraiser that was held in
honor of Dr. Diane McGovern and health
and wellness awareness.

As a result of the commitment and
generosity of our community, the Diane
McGovern Fund exceeded its financial
goal. We were able to present the
McGovern family with much needed fi-
nancial support to help offset mounting
medical expenses incurred due to Dr.
McGovern’s continued battle with in-
flammatory breast cancer (IBC).

The name “United for a Cause” was
selected as the name of our event as it
captured the collective spirit driving this
fundraiser. Thank you for being a valu-
able part of this day.

Sheri Cognetti, FSP-YMCA
Janette Birkett, Robert Stevens

Scotch Plains

Council Refuses to
Answer Re. Firemen
The town council refuses to answer the

question, “What standard of fire safety
did you use in lowering the number of
firemen?” When I last asked that of the
council, they allowed their administrator
to evade a direct response by heaping
praise on the heads of the firemen and
police who acted so bravely at the Ferraro
fire. No one doubts their bravery. What
everyone can doubt is that the council
used any fire safety standard in the use of
their prerogative to lower the number of
firemen.

To support my position concerning the
evasion, Mr. Gildea praised Cranford as
the first responding town to come to the
scene. He didn’t mention that Cranford
arrived 20 minutes after the call went out.
I do not mean to denigrate Cranford’s
response or its much needed help. They
are greatly appreciated. Mr. Gildea did
not mention that the Westfield firemen
had to battle the blaze by themselves for
20 minutes before there were enough
men to be effectual. He didn’t mention
that our ladder truck sat impotent about
100 feet away because of his use of “Mana-
gerial Prerogative” in lowering the num-
ber of firemen. At what point will the
council, or any member thereof, abandon
their silence and answer the question? Do
they really think that the public believes
that it is safe when it takes 20 minutes for
the first mutual aid town to arrive and
allow an effective suppression of the fire?
With all the comment on the need for a
speedy response, does the public really
think it is safe with that much time pass-
ing from the first call for help? Please
come to a council meeting and express
your doubts about your own safety. Write
a letter. Let your councilman/woman
know how you feel.

A. John Blake
Westfield

The Virtual Downtown and
The Quimby Street Node

The Ferraro’s Restaurant fire in Westfield opens
many questions for the future while the reality of the
disaster for those directly affected sets in. How long
will it take to rebuild, if rebuilding is to, in fact,
occur? Several property owners, insurance compa-
nies, attorneys, planning board, architects; settle-
ments and lawsuits – how will they be able to come
together? The displaced employees – how to help
them find new jobs? The displaced businesses -
where will they relocate, will they continue in busi-
ness, will it be in Westfield?

These challenges involve the interests of the whole
downtown including the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (WACC), town government, nearly all
businesses and property owners and suppliers. How
will they come together, who is the lead and what
role do they all share?

All is not lost though and one restaurant and a few
buildings do not constitute the whole downtown
with the strength and breadth of Westfield. Still, the
situation is an injury and it presents a challenge.

In a micro sense, how will Summer Jazz Nights
function – where will the bands be placed, where
will the patrons sit, what view will they have –
burned out buildings on Elm Street? Summertime on
Tuesday nights with dining and jazz is popular for
many and it draws people from all over.

Is there a place for imagination and creativity to
deal with the near term or is it best to just deal with
it, wait it out and see what happens over the next two
years or so? If that is the case, it seems a shame to
lose the tremendous momentum that the downtown
has established.

Could there be a “Virtual Downtown” while rem-
edies are imparted? Could Quimby Street be closed
for traffic – tables set up in the evenings for diners –
speed dial phones on each table to order from any
restaurant while being entertained? Perhaps patrons
would connect to the restaurant’s website while at
their table and order online, then have their orders
delivered to their table at the “Quimby Node.” Pros-
pect Street between North Avenue and Broad Street
also could be closed to traffic and made a “Network
Share,” part of the “Virtual Downtown.”

And in a regional sense, could a deal be arranged
with NJ Transit whereby patrons could shuttle for
free during certain times on the Raritan Valley Line
between Cranford, Garwood, Westfield and Fanwood
to interconnect all, making an entertainment net-
work of “Virtual Downtowns?”

These are a few open thoughts we have. Those
with the responsibility to respond face a challenge,
and we support them in dealing with the actuality.
We’re sure that sooner or later, things will be rem-
edied and reshaped.

Letters to the Editor
Positive Revenue Forecast Shows

Budget Discipline is Working
The state’s positive revenue outlook

shows Republican budget discipline is
getting results in the fight to repair state
finances.

With state finances in shambles, Re-
publicans and Governor [Chris] Christie
led last year by offering a balanced,
fiscally disciplined budget after the
Democratic majority abdicated their re-
sponsibility to govern. Today’s improved
revenue forecast shows that the decision
to live within our means and hold the
line on taxes is working. While our re-
covery is tenuous and we must remain
cautious, the revised outlook is a wel-
come change from a decade of higher
taxes, spending, and debt under total
Democratic control of state government.

[I] urge caution to lawmakers who

would view increased state revenues as
a license to spend. Surplus revenues
should not be viewed by Trenton politi-
cians as an excuse to go back to the days
of unchecked spending. While the pic-
ture painted today is better than the al-
ternative, the numbers show that tax
revenues in New Jersey are highly vola-
tile. Democrat plans to increase taxes
would be the equivalent of chopping
down one’s house for firewood — short
term gain followed by long term misery
as revenues flee the state. Republicans
will continue to focus on meeting the
state’s obligations and living within our
means, rather than frittering tax dollars
away on special interests and bigger
government.

Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Senate Republican LeaderFor more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Reaching $14.3-Trillion
Federal Debt Ceiling
Today’s [Monday] news that our

nation’s debt now surpasses $14.3 tril-
lion is a sobering reminder that we must
tackle our unsustainable levels of debt
and deficits immediately and with deci-
sive action. President Obama and Con-
gress must work in a bipartisan capacity
on the debt ceiling issue by including
meaningful spending reforms, substan-
tial reductions in current spending and
safeguards that will restrict future spend-
ing, such as the balanced-budget amend-
ment and spending caps. Passage of such
a legislative package would be a signifi-
cant step toward a path of fiscal responsi-
bility, job creation and economic growth.
Failure to do so will damage our current
economic recovery efforts and further
burden our children and grandchildren
for future generations to come.

Rep. Leonard Lance
NJ 7th Congr. District

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zax – An instrument for trimming

roofing slates
2. Valise – A small suitcase
3. Phocine – Relating to seals
4. Spreaghery – Cattle stealing

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RHEXIS
1. In medicine, the rupture of an organ

or vessel
2. An early stage or beginning
3. A swift deerlike animal of south-

eastern Africa
4. A mild form of smallpox

LAMPADEDROMY
1. A large dolphin of the North Atlantic

having few teeth
2. A torch in honor of Prometheus
3. A catfish native to the River Nile
4. An electric eel

SPOOR
1. The tracks of a wild animal
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
MATANZA

1. A slaughterhouse
2. An outside staircase
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. A trap, snare

See more letters on page 5
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