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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's BOA Holding Vaccinations,
Cancer Screening in WF

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Health met on May 2 and
discussed several issues of ongoing
concern to the community.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department provides several free vac-
cinations for residents. These vac-
cines are available by appointment
by calling the Public Health Nursing
Supervisor, Laura Scanlon at  (908)
789-4070, extension 4074.

The vaccinations are: vaccine
against meningitis (Menactra) for
children 11 to 18 years old. This
vaccine is often required, or at least
highly recommended, for students
going to college or summer camp for
the first time; the papilloma virus
vaccine (Gardasil) for all children
starting at age 11. This vaccine may
prevent future cancer; the vaccine
against pneumonia (Pneumovax23)
for people aged 65 years old or older
and for others with certain chronic
medical conditions.

In addition, the Tdap vaccine is for
all adults and especially for people
who have close contact with young
children at home, including parents
and grandparents and for health care
workers to protect against pertussis
(whooping cough), as well as tetanus
and diphtheria.

In addition, the health department
sponsored a screening program for
oral cancer with the Union County
Cancer Coalition yesterday, May 18

at the Westfield Municipal Building.
The department is also sponsoring a
health screening concerning skin pro-
tection with Overlook Medical Cen-
ter in Summit on Thursday, June 9,
from 10 a.m. to noon at the municipal
building. For more information about
this programs call Ms. Scanlon.

The board received feedback from
the New Jersey American Water Com-
pany regarding the lack of commu-
nity water fluoridation for the town.

“Although the NJAW 2010 Annual
Water Quality Report states that our
water contains nondetectable to 1.0
parts per million fluoride, the NJAW
Water Quality Supervisor indicated
that our water is in the lower levels,”
said Dr. Lawrence Budnick, presi-
dent of the Westfield Board of Health.
“NJAW reiterated its position that
Westfield and all the other towns on
its eastern distribution network must
unanimously agree to community
water fluoridation before it would
provide the service, although it pro-
vides fluoridation to all the towns in
its western distribution network.”

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website,
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the May 2
meeting will be posted after review
and approval at the Monday, June 6
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m.
in the municipal building.

Christie Names Hendricks
As Higher Education Secretary
Governor Chris Christie has se-

lected Rochelle Hendricks as the
state’s secretary of higher education.
Ms. Hendricks currently serves as
the acting deputy commissioner of
the New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation.

Prior to joining the Department of
Education, she worked for over 15
years at Princeton University in nu-
merous capacities including assistant
dean of students. She began her career
as a teacher at the Rumson Fair Haven
Regional High School District, where
she taught for three years. She joined
Governor Thomas H. Kean’s Depart-
ment of Education in 1987 and has
previously served in various capaci-
ties within the department.

Ms. Hendricks starts her new job at
a time when a state commission is
considering reforming the medical
education system, including whether
to merge parts of Rutgers University
and the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ).

The state Senate must approve the
appointment.

Potosnak Announces Another
Bid for Congress in 2012

Ed Potosnak, a Democratic candi-
date for Congress in 2010, has an-
nounced he will run for Congress
again next year. Incumbent Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) defeated Mr.
Potosnak, 104,642 to 71,486 last year.
The new Congressional lines will be
drawn later this year so it is not known
if th two will face each other again.
Mr. Lance resides in Clinton Town-
ship in Hunterdon County while Mr.
Potosnak, a teacher, resides in North
Plainfield in Somerset County.

Phil Morin Named to
UCC Board of Trustees

Philip Morin, an attorney and chair-
man of the Union County Republi-
can Committee, has been appointed
by Governor Chris Christie to the
Union County College Board of Trust-
ees. In addition, GOP political strat-
egist Richard DuHaime has been
named to the Passaic County Com-
munity College Board of Trustees.

DeCroce Questions Oliver’s
Leadership on Reforms

Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-26, Whippany) has ques-
tioned the leadership of Assembly
Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34, East
Orange) in moving forward reforms
to address high property taxes. He
said “Tool Kit” reforms are needed
to address the state’s pension system
which is underfunded by $54 billion
and a nearly $70-billion shortfall in
the healthcare program.

“Standing up for the working man
means standing up for taxpayers, who
foot most of the bill for these pro-
grams,” Mr. DeCroce said. “But the
Assembly Democrats’ stated support
for the working man is nothing but a
cute way to disguise their undying
loyalty to special interest groups, such
as the public sector unions that en-
rich their campaign coffers. Instead

of partying in Atlantic City [this past
week’s Democratic Convention], the
Democrats should stay in Trenton
and work on issues that are important
to taxpayers.”

Sweeney Says ‘Tool Kit’
Won’t Cut Taxes

State Senate Present Steve Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) has said remaining
parts of Governor Chris Christie’s
“tool kit” will not save property tax-
payers money.

“The governor has blamed every-
thing and everyone for the highest
property tax increase in four years.
He continues to state that if only his
‘tool kit’ were passed, New Jersey’s
property tax problems would magi-
cally disappear,” Mr. Sweeney re-
sponded in a recent op-ed on the
Senate Democrats’ website.

“The governor cut over $2.4 billion
in funding to schools and municipali-
ties last year. That is why your taxes
are going up. The ‘tool kit’ will not
make up that shortfall. There are re-
forms that must be implemented, like
pensions and health benefit reforms,
which I have supported since 2006,”
Sen. Sweeney said.

He said the “tool kit” includes 20
items as the initial 33 bills included
duplications while four of the bills dealt
with higher education. Sen. Sweeney
said the Legislature has passed eight
“tool kit” items including the creation
of the 2-percent cap on annual property
tax increases, and arbitration reform
for police and fire contracts.
 Lawmakers Propose Change to
Permit Cut in Vo-Tech Tax Levy

Ninth District Legislators,  Sena-
tor Christopher Connors, Assembly-
man Brian Rumpf and Assembly-
woman DiAnne Gove, all Republi-
cans,  have announced that they are
drafting legislation that would allow
a board of education of a county
vocational school to reduce its local
share tax levy if the board and the
county government agree to the re-
duction.

The 9th District delegation’s ini-
tiative comes at the request of the
Ocean County Freeholder board
which, in preparing the county bud-
get, discovered that current state law
did not allow for a reduction in the
county levy allocation to the voca-
tional school districts. A minimum
tax levy for school districts was es-
tablished under Governor Jon
Corzine’s “School Funding Reform
Act of 2008.”

Lance Votes for Caps on
Malpractice Lawsuits

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) last week voted
in favor of legislation that he said
takes an important step toward ad-
dressing one of the main drivers of the
high cost of health care by reforming
the current medical liability system.
The House Energy and Commerce
Committee, of which Mr. Lance is a
member, voted 30-20 in favor of the
measure. The bill now moves to the
U.S. House floor for consideration.

H.R. 5, the “Help Efficient, Acces-
sible, Low Cost, Timely Health Care
(HEALTH) Act,” introduced by Rep.
Phil Gingrey (R-Ga.) and cosponsored
by Mr. Lance, would impose federal
caps on some damages in medical
malpractice lawsuits, limit attorneys’
fees and establish a statute of limita-
tions for filing health care suits.

“In my home state of New Jersey,
which has no medical liability re-
form, general surgeons experience

medical liability insurance premiums
that are nearly double those of gen-
eral surgeons in California, whose
landmark law was the basis for H.R.
5,” Mr. Lance said in an opening
statement before the Energy and Com-
merce Committee. “The Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) has esti-
mated that H.R. 5 could reduce the
deficit by as much as $62 billion over
10 years. H.R. 5 is an important step
in bending back the health care cost
curve, while ensuring patients retain
access to crucial care and are able to
recover all of their economic losses
as a result of negligent care.”

It is estimated that the current
health care system places a $210
billion burden on the nation’s health
system each year, the Congressman
said.

Mr. Lance has called medical mal-
practice reform an important compo-
nent of his efforts to repeal the 2010
health care law and replace it with
“common-sense fiscally responsible
reforms that will lower health care
costs, expand access, and protect
jobs.” The reforms supported include
allowing insurance to be sold across
state lines, establishing high-risk in-
surance pools, implementing medi-
cal malpractice reforms and prohib-
iting insurance companies from dis-
criminating on the basis of pre-exist-
ing conditions.

After President Barack Obama in-
cluded medical liability reform in this
year’s State of the Union, Mr. Lance
joined members of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee in sending
a letter to the President promising to
work with him on this issue.

“I have long been a supporter of
enacting medical liability reform that
will seek to end frivolous lawsuits
that force doctors to practice defen-
sive medicine and drive up health
care costs. Unfortunately, the
President’s health care bill is absent
of any meaningful medical liability
reform. Many have attributed
America’s medical liability system
as one of the root problems with the
nation’s high health care costs. I am
proud to have been part of the
committee’s efforts on this important
issue,” Mr. Lance said

Martha Washington
Focus of Celebration
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The

Union County Republican Women
(UCRW) are planning a champagne
birthday celebration for the nation’s
first First Lady, Martha Washington.
Taking their inspiration for the event’s
theme from a computerized age regres-
sion portrait showing Martha in her
twenties and an article that appeared in
The Washington Post, the UCRW de-
sired to celebrate her as the slim and
lively brown haired woman who capti-
vated a future Revolutionary War hero
and president and not the dowdy, dowa-
ger matron most Americans have imag-
ined for more than 200 years.

The “Lady Washington Party” will
celebrate Martha’s 280th birthday at
the Trap Rock Restaurant in Berke-
ley Heights on Thursday, June 2 from
6 to 8 p.m. The program will feature
a short reading about “The Martha
Washington You Didn’t Know” fol-
lowed by a champagne toast to “Lady
Washington.” Hors D’Oeuvres will
be served.

Guests are encouraged to wear their
fanciest string of pearls to be entered to
receive a surprise gift. Tickets are $70
each and checks should be made pay-
able to the UCRW and sent c/o Julie
Diddell, 411 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090. For additional information, call
Union County Republican Headquar-
ters at (908) 789-0200.

 

Great rates.
FDIC insured. 
Did we mention great rates?

12-month CD

for balances of $25,000 or more

METLIFE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT WITH: 

• A fixed rate for the term of the CD

• Choice of a traditional CD or  

 Individual Retirement Account CD

•  The security of FDIC insurance**

•  Free Identity Theft Resolution Services†

All from a bank with a name you can trust.

To take advantage of this great rate, open an account online

at www.metlifebank.com or call 1-800-753-6561

Mention special code: SNOOPY27

*Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective as of 5/9/11 and subject to change at any time without notice. The minimum balance required to earn the advertised APY is $25,000 and must be deposited in a 
single transaction and must come from a source other than MetLife Bank. Accounts with balances from $2,000.00 up to $14,999.99 earn 0.90% APY, balances of $15,000.00 up to $24,999.99 earn 1.10% 
APY, balances of $25,000.00 up to $49,999.99 earn 1.30% APY, balances of $50,000.00 up to $99,999.99 earn 1.30% APY and balances of $100,000.00 and more earn 1.30% APY. The minimum balance 
to open a CD is $2,000.00. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals. Fees may reduce earnings. IRA CDs cannot be applied for online. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you will earn the 
base rate of interest in effect at that time. Visit www.metlifebank.com for current rates, terms and account requirements. Rates apply to personal accounts only.
**FDIC insurance up to $250,000 per depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category.
†Identity Theft Resolution Services are provided by Identity Theft 911®.
Deposit products and services provided by MetLife Bank, N.A., Member FDIC.
© 2011 METLIFE, INC. L0511179829[exp0512][All States][DC] © 2010 PNTS
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Our medical professionals will develop a customized program 
combining the latest non-surgical  physical therapy and 

chiropractic treatments to eliminate pain.  

Back Pain
Neck Pain 
Knee Pain
Shoulder Pain 

We Specialize In

226 North Avenue     Westfield  www.westfieldhealthandrehab.com

CALL TODAY TO MEET WITH A DOCTOR

(908) 928-1000

State-of-the-Art, Non-surgical Treatments 

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Fibromyalgia
Headaches
Post-surgical Rehabilitation

GET PRECISION
PAIN RELIEF

WE STOP PAIN AT THE SOURCE
The point of pain is not always the source of pain.  

We evaluate your whole body to find the root cause of your 
pain enabling us to target the source to provide unparalleled 

PRECISION relief. 

Dr. Todd Carnucci, D.C. No Referral Necessary 

Kean Applauds Pick
Of Rochelle Hendricks

TRENTON — New Jersey State
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield), a member of the
Senate’s Education Committee, said
Governor Chris Christie’s choice of
Rochelle Hendricks to be secretary
of higher education shows the
administration’s commitment to
strengthening New Jersey’s public
colleges and universities.

 “Rochelle Hendricks has spent
her career as an innovator in educa-
tion. Her experience in the class-
room, as an administrator, and in
government makes her the perfect
choice to ensure that New Jersey’s
public colleges and universities con-
tinue to offer a world class educa-
tion at an affordable cost,” Mr. Kean
said.

Group Says State Focused
Too Much on Road Widening

TRENTON — A new analysis of
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation’s (DOT) fiscal year
2012 capital program shows mainte-
nance and repair making up the largest
category of spending, but also finds a
higher percentage of funds going to
highway and bridge expansion than in
any year in nearly a decade. The report
was released by the Tri-State Trans-
portation Campaign, a regional policy
watchdog organization.

“The analysis makes us concerned
the NJDOT is taking on too many
new road widening projects that it
cannot afford and moving away from
smart transportation policies,” said
Kate Slevin, executive director of the
Tri-State Transportation Campaign.

The report found that 44 percent of
the NJDOT’s 2012 capital program is
dedicated to fixing and maintaining
roadways and bridges, while 11 per-
cent of funds are going to road expan-
sion projects. Spending on roadway

and bridge maintenance has declined
since 2008. Spending on new road
capacity was 3.6 percent of the capi-
tal program in 2009 and 8.9 percent
in 2011.

The report offers the following rec-
ommendations for the Governor, State
Legislature and NJDOT: Recommit to
the fix-it-first policy mandated in 2000
to reduce the backlog of deficit roads
and bridges by half as the state ap-
proves the Transportation Capital Pro-
gram this year. In addition, they urge
the state to restore and increase funding
for the state’s smart growth programs
to restore funding to the Safe Routes to
Transit program to at least $1 million
annually and to use money previously
earmarked for Access to the Region’s
Core tunnel project for mproving the
cross-Hudson commute. The cam-
paign also said the proposed capital
program relies on $1.8 billion in bud-
get transfers over five years, revenues
that presently do not exist.

Enhanced Licenses
Unveiled By MVC

TRENTON -- The Motor Vehicle
Commission (MVC) last week un-
veiled New Jersey’s next generation
of personal identification with a new
Enhanced Digital Driver License
(EDDL). The EDDL builds on New
Jersey’s first digital license introdoced
in 2004. The new license, while simi-
lar in appearance to the old license,
features more than 25 covert and overt
features designed to reduce fraud and
abuse through updated technology
and enhanced security features that
are known only to the MVC and its
law enforcement partners.


