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Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROUND TABLE...Rep. Leonard Lance, accompanied by his staff, recently met
with Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times editor Paul Peyton
to discuss a range of issues going on in Washington, D.C. Pictured, left to right,
are: New Jersey District Director Amanda Woloshen, Ron Holden, Rep. Lance,
Mr. Peyton and Chief of Staff Todd Mitchell.

Christina Hinke  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEWEST COUNCIL MEMBER...Democrat Sara Todisco, left, was sworn in as
a member of the Garwood Borough Council by Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
(hidden) on May 10. Ms. Todisco fills the open council seat left vacant by the
resignation of Jonathan Linken.

County Wins $1.1 Mil. HUD
Grant for Housing Programs

ELIZABETH – Union County has
received a $1,101,229 U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) grant for a three-year
program to assist homeless families
with children in finding housing. The
grant was awarded based on Union
County’s record of achievement in
delivering effective housing assis-
tance programs.

According to a January 2011 survey,
there are 1,471 homeless people in Union
County, 584 of whom are children.

“We want Union County families
in financial distress to have, at the
very least, a stable and healthy envi-
ronment for their children,” Union
County Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon said. “Working
closely with local community orga-
nizations is the most efficient way to
accomplish this goal, especially when
federal and state budgets are being
cut to the bone.”

The funding is part of a $16.2-

million package of HUD grants re-
cently awarded to New Jersey. The
package targets locally based projects
that have not received federal fund-
ing in the past.

Union County will use its share to
fund a three-year homeless family
placement program, which will be op-
erated by the YMCA of Eastern Union
County. It will consist of 14 units of
leased housing for families with chil-
dren. In addition, last January Union
County received a grant of more than
$3 million from HUD to extend 21
current housing assistance projects for
another year. These are operated by
Bridgeway Rehabilitation Services,
Community Access Unlimited,
Homefirst, Inc., YMCA of Eastern
Union County, YWCA of Eastern
Union County, and the Elizabeth Coa-
lition to House the Homeless.

The Union County Department of
Human Services works closely with
these community organizations to
submit a joint application to HUD
each year to apply for funding.

“We provide HUD with a detailed,
comprehensive account of Union
County’s needs and resources across
the board,” said Frank Guzzo, direc-
tor of the Union County Department
of Human Services. “This high de-
gree of professionalism and coopera-
tion enables Union County to obtain
additional funding for vital programs
on a competitive basis.”

County Encourages Towns
To Sign Up for FirstAlert

COUNTY – Union County mu-
nicipalities seeking a cost effective
way of relaying critical information
to the public and emergency respond-
ers during a crisis, can do so by using
Union County First Alert; the county’s
free emergency messaging system.

Union County First Alert was un-
veiled on February 11, 2009 to pro-
vide emergency and community noti-
fications to Union County residents.
The system is powered by Cooper
Notification’s Roam Secure Alert
Network, and can enable city and
county officials to send e-mail, text
and voice messages to first responders
and the county’s more than 500,000
citizens via cell phones, pagers, Black-
berry and other mass notification me-
dia during an emergency. Notifica-
tions can also be made in Spanish and
other languages. For the special needs
community, the system can deliver a
message via Telecommunications
Device for the Deaf/Teletypewriter
(TDD/TTY) without pre-registration

or administrative configuration.
Cranford and Hillside are discon-

tinuing their service with private com-
panies to utilize FirstAlert.

“Union County First Alert is with-
out question the best option for local
police departments to disseminate
emergency, traffic and community
messages for their respective resi-
dents,” Hillside Police Chief Robert
Quinlan said. “I encourage all Hill-
side, and Union County residents, to
sign up with the Union County First
Alert system so they can receive
emergency service announcements
from their local officials.”

Municipalities interested in join-
ing the Union County First Alert
should contact Cherron Rountree of
the Division Director of Intergovern-
mental Policy and Planning at (908)
527-4200. Training will be provided
by the county’s Department of Public
Safety. Residents who wish to sign
up for the system can do so at
www.ucfirstalert.org.
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I have used Park Grove Auto Body on several occasions

and have been  more than satisfied every time. I am spoiled

by the door-to-door service and my car comes back
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is very professional, and handles all the paperwork and
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Health Care Hike OK’d,
PAC Stage to Be Renovated

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders with ap-
proved a $46.5-million contract to
Cigna for the county’s health insurance
plan last Thursday, representing a 4.43-
percent, or $1.5-million, increase over
what Cigna charged last year. The board
also approved Cigna to handle the
county’s $12.1-million prescription
plan contract, an 8.6-percent hike, or
$2.7 million, over 2010. Cigna replaces
Medco RX as the county’s prescription
plan provider. Both contracts are effec-
tive July 1, 2011.

Matthew Presutti of Brown &
Brown, the county’s insurance bro-
ker, told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the county has a “self-funded”
plan “so the projected costs just re-
flect the increase in claim usage from
year to year.”

“The fundamental assumption
about health-care increases is that
you can expect an average increase of
12 to 15 percent per year,” Mr. Presutti
said. “When we have used the mar-
ketplace to create leverage against
the incumbent carrier to reduce their
price, it is reflective of several things.
The county’s claims are not nearly as
bad as they were a year ago, which
forced a huge increase, and then mar-
ket pressures helped bring the price
down a bit more.” The county’s health-
insurance premium went up 34 per-
cent, or $11 million, last year. Cigna
has had the contract since July of
2009, after replacing Horizon.

In addition, he said the county gained
“a benefit” by giving Cigna its pre-
scription business in addition to the
health care contract. Mr. Presutti said
this change saved the county $400,000.

Mr. Presutti said the county antici-
pates total claims under the existing
contract, which runs from July 1,
2010 to June 30, 2011, to be about
$40 million. A total of 2,800 county
employees and 800 retirees are cov-
ered under the health insurance plan.
Prescription claim projections are
$11.9 million in the current contract.
He said these “perspective premium
costs,” combined with a medical infla-
tion adjustment and administrative costs,
account for the total contract cost.

The freeholders also approved two
resolutions for improvements to the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (PAC) in Rahway. A $419,846
Preserve Union County 2011 grant

will be used for various upgrades in
the theater, as well as for the repair of
the marquee. The funds will come of
out the county’s Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund.

The board additionally awarded a
$962,000 contract, also paid out of
the Open Space Fund, to M&M Con-
struction of Union for renovation of
the PAC’s stage.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, asked
if any of the money being spent on
these projects was being bonded.

Bibi Taylor, the county’s finance
director, said the money from the
county grant is solely coming from
the Open Space Fund, while the stage
project is “a combination of both”
Open Space and capital funds. “And
there is sufficient funds or else these
resolutions would not be before you
for consideration,” Ms. Taylor said.

Joe Mancuso, president of Rahway
Arts District, Inc., said the goal of the
District is to bring together organiza-
tions “with the purpose of creating not
only a vibrant community, but also a
powerful economic engine that drives
economic stimulus, higher tax ratables,
improvement of property values, and
[creates] jobs.” Mr. Mancuso also
serves as county liaison to the Union
County PAC. He said a number of
restaurants in the arts district have told
him they are in business solely be-
cause of the Union County PAC.

“If they are not in business, those
jobs are gone,” Mr. Mancuso said.
“More and more people are under-
standing that investments in the arts
is a great business. For each dollar
that goes in, at least four come back
in various capacities.”

He said the money approved by the
freeholders for improvements at the
PAC will allow the arts center “to
expand what it can do, meaning more
days, and it would mean that much
more to all the surrounding busi-
nesses.” He said a circus is coming in
October “if we can get all this work
done” with the stage.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Cranford resi-
dent Jim Buettner recommended the
county use “an outside auditing firm”
to review the county books, replacing
Westfield-based Suplee, Clooney &
Co., which has had the contract for a
number of years.  “I think it would be
nice to have a fresh pair of eyes
looking at the books,” he said.

Lawmakers Seek to Re-Open Eliz.
DMV Office, Reduce Crowds in Spr.

TRENTON – In an effort to re-
open Elizabeth’s Motor Vehicle Com-
mission office closed by Governor
Chris Christie, Senator Raymond
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), Assem-
bly Majority Leader Joseph Cryan
(D-20, Union), and Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth)
plan to introduce budget resolutions
in the State Senate and Assembly to
re-open a MVC site in Elizabeth.

“Since the closure of the Elizabeth
MVC office, thousands of residents

have been forced to travel to Spring-
field and Rahway and wait many hours
to acquire MVC services,” Mr. Lesniak
(D-Union) said. “Elizabeth is the fourth
largest city in New Jersey. It’s uncon-
scionable that it is has been stripped of
its only MVC office and its residents
denied basic services.”

Union County’s MVC facilities pro-
cess the second highest number of
items in New Jersey, and since the
closure of the Elizabeth office in De-
cember 2010, the displaced motorists
have been forced to go to Springfield
and Rahway MVC offices, the sixth
and seventh busiest MVC offices in
New Jersey, the lawmakers said. This
has led to three- to four-hour waiting
times with residents often having to
go back numerous times to get their
paperwork processed, they said.

N.J. Appeals  for Aid
New Jersey has appealed for a fed-

eral disaster declaration related to the
severe flooding that devastated parts
of the state in March. The original
request included  Bergen, Essex,
Morris and Passaic Counties.

Warren County was added in the
appeal. The federal governent denied
the state’s earlier request.

Did You Know?
There are 8.5 million people re-

ceiving unemployment insurance and
over 40 million receiving food stamps.

The share of middle-income jobs in
the United States has fallen from 52
percent in 1980 to 42 percent in 2010.


