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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WOOF WALK…Canines and their companions enjoy a walk around Scotch Plains last Sunday at the first annual Rotary
Woof Walk sponsored by the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains. The event, held at the Village Green in Scotch Plains,
also featured a demonstration by the K-9 Unit, food, music and contests.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARENTAL ADVICE...“America’s Most Wanted” host John Walsh was at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield last Sunday to talk about the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children and to educate parents on how to keep
children safe from predators. See story on page 20.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRAND REOPENING…Brookside Park, located on Hetfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains, was officially reopened at a ribbon-cutting ceremony held May 12. The
Dom Lawrence Backstop also was dedicated to the long-time Recreation and St.
Bart’s Softball League Commissioner. Pictured, left to right, are: Recreation
Commissioner Tom Kucin, Freeholder Al Mirabella, Eileen Lawrence, Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, Recreation Director Ray Poerio, Mike Dempsey and
Neil Kaufman, president of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association.

Heisey Recommends Changes
To Standardized Tests at SPFHS
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) will vote Thursday, May 26, on
changing how Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) students will be
tested. David Heisey, principal of SPFHS,
recommended to the board last Thursday
that the school district eliminate the non-
mandatory New Jersey Proficiency As-
sessment of State Standards (NJ PASS)
test in the ninth and tenth grades, admin-
istered in the spring, and make it manda-
tory that tenth and eleventh graders take
the PSAT in October. Eleventh graders
would continue to take the state-man-
dated High School Proficiency Assess-

ment (HSPA) test in March in addition to
the PSAT.

Justin Scholar, an eleventh grader and
the videographer of the board meeting,
came up to the podium. He said the topic
was being discussed by students through-
out the high school. “The SAT doesn’t
test intellect, they test test-taking,” he
said. He urged the board to look further
into the PSAT before going forward on
its decision.

This change would mean that ninth
graders would no longer take a standard-
ized test, but Mr. Heisey said the New
Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowl-
edge (NJASK) 8, taken by eighth grad-
ers, “provides us with valid data and valid
information to see students’ strengths

and weaknesses.”
The PSAT “is diagnostic in nature,”

Mr. Heisey said. “It is a valid prediction
on performance of the SAT and beyond.”

Upon questioning by BOE member
Betty Anne Woerner, Mr. Heisey said, “I
would suspect they (the PSAT) would
improve the SAT score.”

“We will not, nor do we, teach the
test,” Mr. Heisy said, adding that the SAT
is “integrated into the curriculum.”

Ms. Woerner said that “some schools
drive the SAT” and as a result achieve
higher SAT scores. “The more we have
our high-school teachers very aware of
the SAT…I think the better off our high
school will become,” she continued.

Joan Mast, Assistant Superintendent
of Curriculum, Instruction and Technol-
ogy, said the PSAT allows for teachers
to “get a read on students to encourage
them to take AP (advanced placement).
We would like to see more students
taking AP classes.”

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said that since the PSAT is taken
earlier in the school year (fall as opposed
to spring), the district can “get results in
a better timeframe,” for teachers and
students to take corrective action during
the better half of the school year.

Also, the current NJ PASS test is
optional, with one quarter of the stu-
dents opting to take the test, and the
PSAT is mandatory for every student.
There is a $13 fee to take the PSAT. Mr.
Heisey said it is less costly than NJ
PASS.

The BOE also is taking another step in
restructuring the school district’s staff
by eliminating the assistant director of
buildings and grounds position as of
July 1. Mike Roman currently holds the
position. Superintendent Hayes said the
district has eliminated 45 positions over
the last four years. The district is “trying
to be fiscally responsible,” she told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The board also discussed a change in
the summer student work assignments.
Students will receive additional
coursework to the English-language arts,
science, social services, world language
and art and music assignments. Most
support the AP classes.

Former board members Rob
O’Connor and Don Parisi, who served
on the board for seven and six years
respectively, were honored for their ser-
vice to the board. Many board members
spoke about each of the retirees’
strengths, particularly noting Mr. Parisi’s
intellect and his ability to take complex
subject matter and communicate it in
plain terms, and Mr. O’Connor’s ability
to balance the issues at hand in the school
district.

Jane Costello, the district fund-rais-
ing coordinator, said the May 6 fundraiser
at L’Affaire “raised enough money to
pay for one (computer) server.” She told
The Times that this was the first district-
wide fundraiser.

The board also motioned to recom-
mend the authorization of Potter Archi-
tects to prepare plans and specifications
for four modular classrooms at Park
Middle School, submit plans and speci-
fications to the State Department of Edu-
cation and modify the district’s Long
Range Facilities Plan to incorporate the
project. The modular classrooms will be
occupied in September.

The board also motioned to open a bid
on May 18 for asbestos removal/tile
replacement at SPFHS and Brunner El-
ementary School.

County Taxes Jump $13.8 Million,
Up $1 Mil. In SP,  $220,000 in FW

SP Management Corp. Gives
Nod for Exotic Car Show

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC) will
sponsor what it calls a “new and exotic
car show” in September along East Sec-
ond Street.

The SPMC board of directors last week
gave final approval for the program, which
is set for Sunday, September 18, from
noon to 5 p.m., with a rain date of Sep-
tember 25. The show is being produced
by G-Wiz Auto Entertainment Co., which
will secure participation from car
dealerships in the region.

David Biagini of
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s manager,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that G-Wiz is “shooting for 45-50 new
cars” to be displayed. Due to the length of
East Second Street, which runs nearly
two-thirds of a mile between Park Av-
enue and Terrill Road, the cars may be
paraded along its length versus being
parked for spectators to view. Mr. Biagini
said a final decision has not been made on
how the cars will be displayed or whether
the entire length of East Second Street
will be utilized, given that there are some
private homes located there.

Besides securing participants, G-Wiz
also will provide music, secure the re-
quired permits and organize the show

itself and oversee the vendors. Local busi-
nesses will be invited to set up tables and
SPMC will distribute gift certificates to
local establishments.

Mr. Biagini emphasized that the show
will be focused on new cars, along with
several “eye candy” novelty-type autos.
He said it is “not an antique car show” and
will not compete with any other local
group’s antique car show.

In other business at its monthly meet-
ing, the board agreed to again sponsor the
sound system at the May 30 Memorial
Day ceremonies at Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green. And SPMC also will commit
$1,500 toward the annual summer con-
cert series at the Village Green. The next
edition of SPMC’s magazine, Simply
Scotch Plains, will be published and dis-
tributed next month. Mr. Biagini said the
ad response for that “Dads and Grads”
issue has been “very good.” A page in the
magazine will be dedicated solely to prop-
erty owners seeking tenants for their com-
mercial space.

SPMC’s new Student Ambassador
program will get underway this sum-
mer, with several students from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s DECA
program working with SPMC to con-
duct a survey of merchants, assist with
the car show and work on upgrading
SPMC’s website.

Photo courtesy of Joyce Nowlin
DRESSED TO IMPRESS…Boys attending the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Junior Prom, held May 13, remind us that girls are not the only ones who
dress to impress on Prom night.

Borough to Break Ground
For Fanwood Crossing

FANWOOD — Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and Elite Properties, based in
Warren, will hold ceremonial
groundbreaking of Elite’s building, to be
located at 250 South Avenue, today, May
19, at 10 a.m.

Situated at the corner of South and
Martine Avenues, once fully constructed
this centerpiece of Fanwood’s downtown
will feature 8,000 square feet of retail space
on the ground floor and 24 two-bedroom
upper-level apartments. This building will
be named “Fanwood Crossing.”

Designed to complement Fanwood’s
historic Victorian train station, built in 1874
and situated directly across the street, the
mixed-use property also will feature a
bricked public plaza offering outdoor din-
ing and a locale for meeting friends or
simply resting on a park bench beneath a
pergola amid plantings and other greenery.

“I am thrilled that Elite Properties sees
all the promise of investing in Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County Free-
holder board adopted a $482.2-million
budget last Thursday night, with $291.2
million to be raised in property taxes,
an increase of $13.8 million over last
year. County taxes will rise in 20 of the
21 towns, with the exception of
Plainfield. County property-tax in-
creases per average assessed home will
range from $8 in Winfield to $300 in
Berkeley Heights.

According to a tax summary released
by the county’s Board of Taxation,
county taxes in Westfield will jump
$1.7 million to $29.9 million; Cranford
will see a jump of $1.4 million to $16.9
million; Scotch Plains will see an in-
crease of $1 million to $16.4 million,
with Fanwood paying $221,231 over
last year for a total of $4.7 million.
Garwood will pay $216,530 more than
in 2010 for a total of $2.8 million, with
Mountainside paying $7.1 million, a
jump of $178,523.

The western portion of the county
will see the largest tax increases per
average assessed home. Berkeley
Heights residents will pay $300 more in
county taxes for an average of $2,433;
New Providence taxes will average
$2,298, up $198, with Summit resi-
dents paying $3,613, the highest county
tax, up $141 over 2010. The total tax in
these towns is $14.1 million in Berke-
ley Heights, up $1.3 million; $10.5
million in New Providence, an increase
of $904,182, and $27.8 million in Sum-
mit, up $1.1 million.

While Elizabeth pays the highest
county tax at $31.7 million, the average
county tax in the city is $1,209, up only
$10 from last year. Union will see a
jump of $2.1 million over 2010, the
largest dollar increase, while taxes in
the township will average $1,283, up
$97 over last year, with Linden paying

$24.1 million, a $1.3-million hike over
last year. Linden taxpayers will pay an
average county tax of $1,212, an in-
crease of $66. Plainfield will see a de-
cline of $127,604 to $12.5 million, with
an average tax of $1,118, a drop of $16.

County officials have blamed the bulk
of the tax increase on a reduction of $10
million in state funding at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital and for the county jail.

“Had the administration in Trenton
not implemented these cuts, we would
have only had a $3.8-million increase
in the tax levy, which equates to a 1.4-
percent increase,” said Freeholder Chris
Hudak during remarks delivered at the
freeholders’ April 28 public hearing on
the budget.

According to tax information released
by the county, had the county received
the $10 million in aid, the overall tax
increase would have been $281.2 mil-
lion and would have dropped the aver-
age tax increase per homeowner to $70
in Westfield, $28 in Fanwood, $55 in
Scotch Plains, $15 in Summit and an
$11 reduction in Mountainside.

The freeholders last Thursday ap-
proved an extensive amendment to the
county budget after the state Depart-
ment of Community Affairs disallowed
$5.7 million of revenues as outlined in
the initial budget. These included $2.5
million for Delaney Hall, a drug and
behavioral rehabilitation program for
Union County jail inmates in Newark;
$2 million from an extension of a Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA)
lease with Covanta Energy for the Union
County garbage incinerator in Rahway,
and a reduction of $170,000 in realty
transfer fees for a new figure of $2.8
million. In addition, the county clerk’s
office’s revenue stream was reduced
$440,000 to $1.7 million.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
questioned the use of $2.4 million from
the county Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Trust Fund as part of the rev-
enue stream for the operational side of
the county budget.

“I think that’s illegal, utilizing open
space monies and putting it into the
operations of the county budget. That
doesn’t sound right,” he said.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the use of open space funds “is a per-
missible use…to maintain the property
that’s acquired and to maintain a prop-
erty that’s utilized for open space.”

Tina Renna of Cranford questioned
whether any county employee salaries
would be paid directly through the Open
Space Trust Fund. She said if that was
true, then those workers would be re-
stricted to work solely on properties
that were acquired through the fund and
not in other areas such as at parks not
purchased through the fund, trimming
trees or working at the MusicFest event.

“That is not accurate. It (Open Space
Trust Fund) can be utilized for salaries
and maintenance of open space whether
it was a property acquired through Open
Space funds or otherwise acquired by
the county,” Mr. Barry responded.

John Bury of Kenilworth said the
use of Open Space funds for opera-
tional purposes is “absolutely insane.”

“Otherwise, in 2000, when this thing
(Open Space Trust Fund) was passed,
you could have used the full $11 mil-
lion (what is collected annually for the
fund) to run the parks department,” Mr.
Bury said. “That’s a terrible, terrible
interpretation (of the state statute.)”

The amendment passed by a 7-0
vote. Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski
and Mohamed Jalloh were absent. The
county budget passed by the same vote.

that I do,” Mayor Mahr stated. “This
groundbreaking will signify another ma-
jor milestone in creating a vibrant down-
town where people can live, shop and
work.”

The Fanwood Downtown Redevelop-
ment Plan, originally adopted in 2005,
outlined the hopes and expectations the
borough had for its redevelopment zone.
Development immediately followed with
the erection of two mixed-use buildings –
“The Cornerstone,” at 222 South Av-
enue, and “The Fanwood Mews,” situ-
ated at 230 South Avenue.

Despite tough times, Fanwood is en-
joying full occupancy in the downtown
district and has added some flourishing
businesses in other areas of the munici-
pality, according to borough officials.

Elite Properties also has purchased
property for two additional developments
in the Fanwood Downtown Redevelop-
ment Zone.


