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PARENTAL ADVICE...“America’s Most Wanted” host John Walsh was at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield last
Sunday to talk about the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and to educate parents on how to keep children
safe from predators. See story page 20.

County Taxes Jump $13.8 Million;
Taxes Climb $1.7 Mil. In Westfield

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County Free-
holder board adopted a $482.2-million bud-
get last Thursday night, with $291.2 million
to be raised in property taxes, an increase of
$13.8 million over last year. County taxes
will rise in 20 of the 21 towns; with taxes per
average assessed home ranging from $8 in
Winfield to $300 in Berkeley Heights.
Plainfield will see a decrease.

According to a tax summary released
by the county’s Board of Taxation, county
taxes in Westfield will jump $1.7 million
to $29.9 million; Cranford will see a jump
of $1.4 million to $16.9 million; Scotch
Plains will see an increase of $1 million to
$16.4 million, with Fanwood paying
$221,231 over last year for a total of $4.7
million. Garwood will pay $216,530 more
than in 2010 for a total of $2.8 million,
with Mountainside paying $7.1 million, a
jump of $178,523.

The western portion of the county will
see the largest tax increases. Berkeley
Heights residents will pay $300 more in
county taxes for an average of $2,433;
New Providence taxes will average $2,298,
up $198, with Summit residents paying
$3,613, the highest county tax, up $141
over 2010. The total tax in these towns is
$14.1 million in Berkeley Heights, up $1.3
million; $10.5 million in New Providence,
an increase of $904,182, and $27.8 million
in Summit, up $1.1 million. While Eliza-
beth pays the highest county tax at $31.7

million, the average county tax in the city
is $1,209, up only $10 from last year.
Union will see a jump of $2.1 million over
2010, the largest dollar increase, while
taxes in the township will average $1,283,
$97 over last year, with Linden paying
$24.1 million, a $1.3-million hike over last
year. Linden taxpayers will pay an aver-
age county tax of $1,212, an increase of
$66. Plainfield will see a decline of
$127,604 to $12.5 million, with an aver-
age tax of $1,118, a drop of $16. County
officials have blamed the bulk of the tax
increase on a reduction of $10 million in
state funding at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital and for the county jail.

“Had the administration in Trenton not
implemented these cuts, we would have
only had a $3.8-million increase in the tax
levy, which equates to a 1.4-percent in-
crease,” said Freeholder Chris Hudak dur-
ing remarks delivered at the freeholders’
April 28 public hearing on the budget.

According to tax information released
by the county, had the county received
the $10 million in aid, the overall tax
increase would have been $281.2 million
and would have dropped the average tax
increase per homeowner to $70 in
Westfield, $28 in Fanwood, $55 in Scotch
Plains, $15 in Summit and an $11 reduc-
tion in Mountainside. The freeholders
last Thursday approved an extensive
amendment to the county budget after the
state Department of Community Affairs
disallowed $5.7 million of revenues as

outlined in the initial budget. These in-
cluded $2.5 million for Delaney Hall, a
drug and behavioral rehabilitation pro-
gram for Union County jail inmates in
Newark; $2 million from an extension of
a Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) lease with Covanta Energy for
the Union County garbage incinerator in
Rahway, and a reduction of $170,000 in
realty transfer fees for a new figure of
$2.8 million. In addition, the county
clerk’s office’s revenue stream was re-
duced $440,000 to $1.7 million.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned the use of $2.4 million from the
county Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Trust Fund as part of the revenue
stream for the operational side of the
county budget. “I think that’s illegal,
utilizing open space monies and putting it
into the operations of the county budget.
That doesn’t sound right,” he said.

County Counsel Robert Barry said the
use of open space funds “is a permissible
use…to maintain the property that’s ac-
quired and to maintain a property that’s
utilized for open space.”

Tina Renna of Cranford questioned
whether any county employee salaries
would be paid directly through the Open
Space Trust Fund. She said if that was
true, then those workers would be re-
stricted to work solely on properties that
were acquired through the fund and not in
other areas such as at parks not purchased
through the fund, trimming trees or work-
ing at the MusicFest event.

“That is not accurate. It (Open Space
Trust Fund) can be utilized for salaries
and maintenance of open space whether
it was a property acquired through Open
Space funds or otherwise acquired by the
county,” Mr. Barry responded.

John Bury of Kenilworth said the use
of Open Space funds for operational pur-
poses is “absolutely insane.” “Otherwise,
in 2000, when this thing (Open Space
Trust Fund) was passed, you could have
used the full $11 million (what is col-
lected annually for the fund) to run the
parks department. That’s a terrible, ter-
rible interpretation (of the state statute.)”

The amendment passed by a 7-0 vote.
Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski and
Mohamed Jalloh were absent. The county
budget passed by the same vote.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
HELPING JAPAN...Westfield students helped raise $22,475 for the Red Cross to
aid victims of the Japan earthquake and tsunami. The banner states, “Helping
Hands for Japan – Westfield’s Kids are Giving a Helping Hand.”

Westfield Town Council Sets 9-1-1
System Upgrade at $340,000

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council con-
ference meeting, the council tenta-
tively approved a $340,000 capital
expenditure for a new 9-1-1 system.

While the rest of the town’s capital
budget, which will include paving
projects, will not be set forth for
several weeks, the council feels a
“need to review this on an expedited
basis,” according to Finance Com-
mittee Chairman and Acting Mayor
Mark Ciarrocca.

Westfield Police Lieutenant Scott
Rodger told the council that the po-
lice department received a letter from
Verizon last year telling them that the
current 9-1-1 system would no longer
be able to be repaired or serviced as
of September 1, 2011. He said the
current system failed three times last
week, and that while Verizon was
able to repair it now, after September
1, “it will be offline if it fails” leaving
the town with no 9-1-1 system.

While the system has the capacity
for eight seats, Westfield will be us-

ing four. Acting Mayor Ciarrocca said
that Westfield has contacted other
municipalities that currently use the
old system offering shared services,
but have not received any commit-
ments yet. According to Lieutenant
Rodger, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside also use the Mars sys-
tem, which will no longer be sup-
ported. The new Patriot System will
have a 15-year useful life according
to Acting Mayor Ciarrocca.

With formal council approval at
next Tuesday’s public meeting, the
town will be purchasing the system
through state contract pricing. Last
year the town was quoted a price of
approximately $500,000 for the Pa-
triot System.

Acting Mayor Ciarrocca also re-
ported that the finance committee
discussed fire and police personnel
issues. He reported that the police
department is now below 50 officers
through retirements and will be look-
ing to hire two new officers. He told
The Westfield Leader that the town is
currently interviewing candidates
who have trained through “alternate

route,” meaning that the applicants
have already graduated from a certi-
fied police academy training program
at their own expense.

The council also reviewed several
resolutions for adoption at next
week’s public meeting, including the
receipt of a $44,713 grant from the
state Clean Communities Fund.

At next week’s meeting, the coun-
cil is set to approve sidewalk cafe
licenses for Wild Greens and Casa Di
Pizza. Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan said she had heard
concerns from residents regarding “a
few businesses (who offer outdoor
dining) not keeping enough of a path-
way” for pedestrians.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said each business has to submit a plan
for their sidewalk dining and that com-
plaints should be reported to the Town
Clerk’s office who will make sure that
the businesses are in compliance.

The council also reviewed resolu-
tions for the demolition of a home at
1011 Minisink Way and two road con-
struction change orders. The contract
for the 2010 section paving projects
increased by $29,445 for a total cost of
$314,975 and Barchester Way paving
project increased $55,531 for a total
of $344,607.

Resident Len Berman questioned
the council on the new 9-1-1 system
and then said he wanted to talk to the
council regarding the pedestrian cross-
ing signal on Central Avenue as he
thought he would have “better dis-
course here” at a conference session
rather than a public session. When he
was told he only had a minute remain-
ing of his allotted time he declined to
say anything further.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky arrived just
as the meeting came to a close and
First Ward Councilman Frank Arena
was absent.

WF BOE Acts On Fees, Contracts;
Eisen Named Philhower Awardee

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During its regular
board agenda Tuesday night, the
Board of Education unanimously
approved student-activity fees after a
successful introductory year in 2010-
2011. The fees are broken down into
tier 1 activities – such as dramas,
musicals, athletics and eighth-grade
sports – and tier 2, which includes all
other clubs and activities. The maxi-
mum annual fee per student is $125.

Late in the evening, the board, af-
ter a 5-4 vote, approved changing the
BOE website to disclose each
member’s e-mail. Currently, only a
group e-mail address,
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org, exists.

Mitch Slater, who raised the de-
bate, along with David Finn, Vice-
President Rich Mattessich and new-
comers Mark Friedman and Rosanne
Kurstedt, voted in favor of individual
addresses. President Julia Walker,
Ginny Leiz, Jane Clancy and Ann
Cary wished to keep the system as-is.

On a separate matter, Ms. Leiz
announced that the BOE had ratified
a three-year contract with the
Westfield Support Staff Association
(WSSA). The contract, which runs
retroactively from July 1, 2010
through June 30, 2013, calls for an
annual 2-percent increase in wages.
The WSSA represents 55 custodi-
ans and maintenance mechanics.

Ms. Leiz said the outcome was
“fair and balanced” and that even
during “unyielding pressure to con-
tain costs, this settlement represents
a reasonable outcome.”

The board approved several main-
tenance projects, totaling $354,800,
for completion this summer. The larg-
est include $107,000 in roof repairs at
the Westfield High School over gym
5, $52,000 to install a new roof over
the girl’s locker room and entrance
canopy at Edison Intermediate School
and $41,000 to re-build an outside
stairway leading to a boiler room at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

Mrs. Clancy noted that the board
will not have time, due to a lengthy
state-approval process, to replace
decades-old boilers at Franklin and
McKinley Schools before October
15; by this date, all districts must
provide heat. McKinley’s 45-year-
old boiler was described as being on
“its last legs.”

The evening also featured a lengthy
presentation, spearheaded by Assis-
tant Superintendent Anita O’Neal,
which dealt with a new program called
“Grade Portal.” This service offers
parents, as well as students, a glimpse

into a child’s progress. Parents would
have separate log-in information than
their children and would be able to
access records of most grades. Where
appropriate, Grade Portal will also
show attendance patterns.

“We think it’s time to open the
portal,” Ms. O’Neal said. She noted
that a “trial period” will be under-
way for the two intermedi-
ate schools between now
and the end of the current
school year. Parents will
only be able to monitor
their students’ attendance
records for now. Even
when fully functional in
this coming September,
Grade Portal will not dis-
play every grade.

Mr. Mattessich said he
was “surprised” that the pro-
gram was designed to work as such.
“The snapshot a parent sees may not
be indicative of the outcome. Why
will it reflect less than all the assign-
ments? I think it undercuts its useful-
ness.”

Mrs. Walker echoed her colleague’s
frustration, saying she would like to
use the system to its “fullest capabil-
ity.”

Ms. O’Neal said progress is being
made because “this is the first time all
teachers will be using the same uni-
form system.”

Superintendent Margaret Dolan
said she wanted to make sure that
“some of the great teaching doesn’t

go by the wayside” because teachers
are spending more time adhering to
using the new system.

The BOE held its meeting at
Tamaques Elementary School, where
it formally presented the Rotary
Club’s Charles Philhower Fellowship
Award to Tamaques teacher Diane
Eisen. Mrs. Eisen became the 19th

recipient of the award,
which is given to the most
outstanding teacher at the
elementary-school level.

Mrs. Eisen’s Westfield
tenure began in 1992,
dedicating her work ca-
reer to the special-educa-
tion arena. On Tuesday,
she was showered with
praise from students and
colleagues before the for-
mal beginning of the

board agenda.
Margaret Chin, whose daughter re-

quires special education, described
Mrs. Eisen as “the crème de la crème
– the best of the best.” Mrs. Chin
called the award winner’s classroom
“an extension of our family.”

In a surprise, Tamaques Principal
Michael Cullen showed a video of
current students congratulating their
teacher.

The short film moved Mrs. Eisen.
She called the children “the heart and
soul of what I do; they bring the
sunlight in.” She went on to call re-
ceiving the honor “the highlight” of
her teaching career.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
WOOF WALK…Canines and their companions enjoy a walk around Scotch
Plains last Sunday during the Rotary Woof Walk held at the Village Green.

Diane Eisen

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
KIDS RULE…Student Council members from Lincoln School sat at the
Garwood Council dais Tuesday night as they executed a mock council meeting.


