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Funding has been made possible in part through a 
grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Frank and Lydia 

Bergen Foundation

David Wroe, Music Director and Conductor

Saturday May 14th 2011 at 8pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and
The Times

WOW WHAT A GAL...In Smoke and
Mirrors, a two act comedy/murder mys-
tery presented by the Westfield Com-
munity Players, egocentric Derek
Coburn (Tim McGovern) describes a
gorgeous gal he has just met to screen-
play writer Clark Robinson (Mike
Burdick).

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COFFEE TALK…Sheriff LeRoy Lumpkin (Patrick R. Field) pours coffee for
Barbara Orr (Jackie Weiner) and her husband, Hollywood producer/director
Hamilton Orr (John Correll), in Westfield Community Players’ production of the
comedy/murder mystery Smoke and Mirrors, a delightful who-dun-it, running
weekends through May 20-21.
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Let Them Entertain You —
CDC’s Gypsy Does Just That

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KENTUCKY DERBY DAY FOXES…Suzanne Taylor, left, and Patty O’Connor,
wearing their traditional Kentucky Derby hats, pose with another fox dressed for
the occasion.

NJYT
“Arts Supports Art”

Auction
James Ward Mansion

Thursday, May 12,
6 to 9 p.m.

Admission is free

Westfield Community Players Reveal
Hollywood is all Smoke and Mirrors

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —Smoke and Mir-
rors, a two-act comedy/murder mys-
tery by Will Osborne and Anthony
Herrera, never made it to Broadway
or Off Broadway for that matter. Yet
producer Sally Brown and director
Maurice J. Moran of the Westfield
Community Players knew it was per-
fect fare for spring time theater.

The action takes place in the present

time in the beautiful living room of
Governor Robert Tubbman’s beach
house on a private island in the Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast. The beach house
is currently being rented to a well-
known Hollywood producer/director
named Hamilton Orr (John Correll),
his unfaithful wife Barbara (Jackie
Weiner), a frenetic screenplay writer
Clark Robinson (Mike Burdick) and
a pretty-boy egomaniac movie star
Derek Coburn (Tim McGovern). The
three men are scheduled to meet on
the island to work on a sequel to their
moneymaker blockbuster movie
“Vicksburg.” These are Hollywood
types who have to work together de-
spite not liking each other.

The action plays out like a soap
opera: Clark blames Hamilton for
ruining his precious screenplay.
Hamilton knows Clark slept with his
trophy wife Barbara. Ham actor, yet
incredibly handsome Derek is a sleaze
bag with an appetite for drugs, booze
and young girls. Unfortunately, be-
cause their first movie was so suc-
cessful, “Vicksburg II” is in the mak-
ing despite their detestation of each
other. They’ve formed a company –
Three Happy Fellows, Inc. - and they
are anything but.

Just like an Agatha Christie novel,
once everyone’s on the island, plans
are concocted, a shot rings out, and
one of the character lies still in a pool
of blood. Although there are lots of
laughs in Act I, the second act is when
the real fun begins.

Good ol’ boy Sheriff Leroy
Lumpkin (Patrick R. Field) arrives to

investigate the death. There is a lot of
conversation about some homemade
pickles in the pantry of the governor’s
house, and our sheriff sure loves the
special Columbian coffee that is de-
livered weekly to the beach house.
But Leroy isn’t a bumpkin. His sleuth-
ing skills might be a bit rusty since
he’s probably never investigated a
homicide before, but this cross be-
tween Inspector Clouseau of “The

Pink Panther” movies and Lt.
Columbo of the TV series is cleverer
than we think despite his heavy down
home country accent.

No spoiler alert here because there
are more twists and double crosses
than hair pin turns on Lombard Street,
the “crookedest street” in San Fran-
cisco. Director Maurice J. Moran has
assembled a great cast that keeps the
suspense moving while the audience
waits for the other shoe to drop. John
Correll, as always, brings energy and
excitement to any part he plays. He’s
almost too likeable, though, for a
cutthroat, back-stabbing Hollywood
producer. Jackie Weiner’s Barbara is
a beautifully-tanned woman who
speaks in clever metaphors that are
perfectly delivered.

The character Clark isn’t evenly
developed, but that’s not Mike
Burdick’s problem; it’s the
playwright’s. Mr. Burdick is hilari-
ous in his Mickey Mouse beach towel
bit, his “collecting himself” antics
and his confession that therapy helped
him find out “my work is not me.”

The actor who steals our hearts,
however, is Mr. Field as he plays the
innocently naïve Sheriff Leroy.
“What’s the difference between a
movie and a film?” he asks an exas-
perated Hamilton. We have to chuckle
every time the sheriff comes back to
ask just one more question even
though we know what’s coming.

A lovely blue/green and white two-
tiered set designed by Bill
McMeekan and constructed by a
team under George Hiltz makes us
want to call up a real estate agent for
a summer rental.

For clever, delightful entertain-
ment, smooth as a mint julep, WCP’s
offering is the perfect springtime
show. It plays weekends May 14-15
and 20-21.

For ticket information, visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org of
call (908) 232-1221.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The night of 93-
year-old playwright Arthur Laurents’
death, May 5, 2011, one of his best
known works, Gypsy, was staged by
Cranford Dramatic Club Community
Theatre (CDC). What a fitting tribute
to the musical that won numerous
Tony nominations and has been suc-
cessfully revived on Broadway four
times, replacing the first Mama Rose,
Ethel Merman, with Angela Lansbury,
Bernadette Peters, Tyne Daly and Patti
LuPone.

CDC’s production boasts a Mama
Rose played by Julie Waldman-Stiel
who is every bit as professional in her
acting and singing as the aforemen-
tioned stars. And with casting and
direction under talented Jeff Fiorello
who has an incredible eye for detail,
it was a memorable night of theater.

Gypsy with music by Jule Styne,
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and book
by Arthur Laurents, is loosely based
on the 1957 memoirs of a famous
strip tease artist known as Gypsy
Rose Lee. The storyline of the musi-
cal, however, focuses on Rose,
Gypsy’s mother, who is the
penultimate pushy show business
stage mom.

The age-old advice for actors to
never work with animals and kids
because they are scene-stealers could
be true for the first act of Gypsy
where the young newsboys, audition-
ing children and an adorable shaggy
black and white docile dog pull at the
heartstrings of the audience. But
vaudeville theater owner Uncle Jocko,
played by consummate character ac-
tor David Christopher, can hold his
own especially as his Scottish char-
acter leers over the young girls as he
takes a swig of booze from his trusty
hip flask.

The verve and energy propelling
the hypothesis of the show is wrapped
up in Rose’s dreams. First, she has
one she shares with her father (John
Duryee) in “Some People” that she
only needs “88 bucks” to make it
come true. She’s not like other people
and dreams for bigger and brighter
futures for her two daughters, the
sweet but overlooked Baby Louise
(Emma Schwartz) and the adorable
singer Baby June (Annie Reynolds)
who grow into young women who
have dreams of their own.

When Rose accidentally meets
candy salesman and former agent
Herbie (Robert Mackasek), she talks
him into handling the “Baby June
and her Newsboys” act. They find
they have “so much in common, it’s a
phenomenon.” Mr. Mackasek’s

Herbie doesn’t present a typical
milquetoast interpretation. A robust
Mackasek, in voice and stature,
doesn’t show weakness at all when
he sacrifices and fetches for Rose and
her girls.

Tina Kaye’s Louise is introspec-
tive in the haunting song “Little
Lamb” in which, on her birthday, she
wonders how old she is. Later, when
she appears as Gypsy, the physical
metamorphosis turns her into a clas-
sic Audrey Hepburn.

The boys of the Mama Rose’s act
get older and a bit embarrassed that
they are all smuggled into one room
to sleep. In the “Mr. Goldstone” num-
ber, the boys get a work out dancing
and jumping over furniture while a
bewildered Goldstone (David Chris-
topher) enjoys the attention.

Super singer/dancer John Sechrist
as Tulsa shares his dream that “All I
need is the Girl” with Louise who
wishfully thinks he’s singing to her.
But he’s enamored with grown up
Dainty June, the triple threat Megan
Bussiere, who sports a head full of
synthetic golden ringlets and a drop
dead gorgeous face as they elope and
skip off to their own stardom
dreamland.

After vaudeville fades, and the act
that is now comprised of teenage
girls is mistakenly booked into a bur-
lesque theater, the famous “You Gotta
Get a Gimmick” advice by Mazeppa
(Beth Amiano Gleason), Electra
(Carla Kendall) and Tessie Tura
(Karen Cantor) brings down the
house. Ms. Kendall in a dual role as
Miss Cratchitt shows she needs no
gimmicks to get a laugh.

While often hysterically funny,
Gypsy shows the raw side of ambi-
tion and the emptiness that both suc-
cess and failure of show business can
bring. Rose’s optimism rings true in
“Together wherever We Go” which
she belts with Herbie and Louise.
Presented on a bare stage, “Rose’s
Turn” reveals her utter despair and
rejection and questions why she sac-
rificed for everyone else.

Producer Elizabeth Howard, cho-
reographer Megan Ferentinos and
lighting designer Mark Reilly along
with director Jeff Fiorello put this
first rate show together with musical
director Ken Magos. The professional
orchestra set a brisk pace to move
along the songs in the three-hour
show.

Despite the fall out between Louise
and Rose at the end, the daughter/
mother combination wind up under-
standing each other just a little better
and we get the feeling that everything
will be “coming up roses” for them in
the end.

FW Street Fair Set
For Sunday, June 12
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Business and Professional Associa-
tion would like to remind the com-
munity that the Fanwood Street Fair
will be held Sunday, June 12, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on South Avenue
and South Martine Avenue. They
also announced that NJ-101.5-FM
Radio will be there.

Vendors, artists, crafters, food, live
music, games, rides, and family fun
will be offered. The street fair is
sponsored by Fanwood BPA.

The American Museum of Natu-
ral History will be at the fair with
their 40-foot long “Museum on
Wheels.”

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com/

