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HOWARTH FANS 8, TOSSES 4-HITTER; RIVERA 2 RBI

Baseball Raiders Jar Vikings
In UCT Quarterfinals, 7-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five days after pitching four strong
innings before running into a fifth-
inning jam against No. 14 Cranford,
Raider John Howarth took care of
business in a stronger five-and-two-
thirds innings outing on the new turf
field behind Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains on May 4.

Howarth struck out seven Vikings
and walked three, while allowing just
three hits then reliever James
D’Angelo finished the job, striking
out two, walking one and yielding no
hits to earn the fifth-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team a 7-1 victory over fourth-
seeded Union Catholic in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament (UCT).

“I really wanted to contribute to-
day. After three years of being on
JVs, being down, I wanted to be able
to say, ‘this is what I gave to the team

and help everybody out’. I feel like it
was nice to do my part for the team,
win a couple of games. I would like to
see us get a lot of wins in our pro-
gram,” Howarth said.

The 9-7 Raiders laced their hitting
shoes early, scoring three runs in the
top of the first inning and two more in
the third, before topping it off with a
pair of runs in the seventh. Marcus
Rivera led the nine-hit attack with a
pair of RBI singles, a walk, a stolen
base and two runs scored.

Viking starting pitcher Matt
Nowicki (4-1) yielded eight hits,
walked two batters and hit two bat-

ters, while striking out three in his
four-and-a-third innings. Reliever
Rich Birch recorded three strikeouts,
hit a batter and walked two.

Second baseman Christian Zazzali
(1-for-3, 2 runs scored) kindled the
action in the first inning with a single
to leftfield and later scoring on a wild
pitch. Catcher Ryan Henkels topped
it off with a two-run single that scored
Ryan Haggerty (single) and Rivera.
The Vikings, however, averted fur-
ther damage in the inning when right
fielder Zach Perez relayed to first
baseman Evan Dickerson, who fired
to third in time to nab Raider James
D’Angelo for the third out.

Howarth got into a bit of a jam in
the bottom of the second. Viking Bran-
don Suarez slapped a one-out double
to right field, and Mike D’Antico
followed with a sliding single under
the glove of first baseman D’Angelo.
Although Howarth fanned the next
batter, the third strike skid away from

Henkels, allowing Suarez to score.
Howarth walked the next batter to
load the bases. After Henkels came to
the mound for a conversation,
Howarth struck out the next batter
and got the next batter to ground out
to short.

“He comes out and basically tells
me anything to keep the conversation
going. He will just remind me, ‘look
you are going to play college ball
next year. You can clearly work your-
self out of this. You might have made

a mistake in the coaches’ mind, but
just worry about getting the out and
take the flack later’,” Howarth said.

Sean Reilly (1-for-1, 2 runs, walk,
2 hit-by-pitches) lit up the third in-
ning with a booming triple off the
centerfield fence. Rivera and
D’Angelo added RBI singles to give
the Raiders a 5-1 lead with one out.
The 14-5 Vikings escaped more blood-
letting with a second-to-first double
play.

The Raiders turned a third-to-sec-
ond-to-first double play in the bottom
of the third, and the Vikings turned a
second-to-first-to-third double play
in the fourth.

Howarth got the first two Vikings
out in the sixth inning but walked the
next two, causing Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock to bring D’Angelo to
the mound. A throwing error loaded
the bases, but D’Angelo fanned the
next Viking for the third out.

In the seventh, Zazzali took one for

the team and dashed around the bases
to score as a result of a passed ball and
a pair of wild pitches. Reilly, who
walked, scored the seventh run on
Rivera’s single to center.

Raiders Connor Thompson and
Anthony Scalfaro also contributed
singles. Vikings Dave Schanz and
Oscar Mujica also singled.

The victory earned the Raiders a
fourth straight trip to the UCT semi-
final round where they would face
top-seeded Cranford in Elizabeth on
May 7.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 302 000 2 7
Union Catholic 010 000 0 1

BLUE DEVILS WIN DMR; RAIDERS WIN JAVELIN, SHOT

Blue Devil Boys Place Second
At UC Track & Field Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic easily placed first
at the Union County boys track &
field Relays with a total of 93 points
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on May 6, ahead of the Westfield
Blue Devils, who finished second
with a total of 70 after rerunning the
4x1,600 on May 9 due to a judge’s
error *.

Governor Livingston placed third
at 56, followed by Union at 50 and
Rahway at 44. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys won two events and

finished sixth at 52.5, and Cranford
took first in one event * for a day and
finished seventh with 35 points.

The Union Catholic Vikings won
their first outdoor county relay title in
the school’s history and the team’s
third UC Championship this year (In-
door County Relay and Individual
titles). The Vikings won six events
(3x400, intermediate hurdles, sprint
medley relay, 4x800, long jump, triple
jump and discus).

Junior Allen Eke of Plainfield an-
chored the SMR and 4x800. Eke’s
times in the events were 1:56.2 and

1:53.6, respectively. Senior Evan
Gingrich of Westfield also ran the
winning SMR (22.9) and 4x800
(1:59.2). Senior Marcus Sancho of
Plainfield and brothers Marty, a jun-
ior, and freshman Justin Davidson
from Scotch Plains anchored the field
team that placed first in discus and
third in shot put. The triple jump
team, comprised of seniors Brian
Flores, Kevin Polt, and Jamaad Nash,
shattered the former meet record by
over one foot. The Vikings also took
third in high jump.
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Mountainview Drive, Mountainside, NJ $1,188,000
A wonderful opportunity to build your dream home on 2.5 acres of secluded property!   This prime 3 lot
subdivision has been approved and is ready for development. Don’t miss out on this rare chance to own
substantial real estate!  Land is situated at the end of Mountainview Drive.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING IN A TIGHT PACK…Blue Devil Evan Tarlow, Westfield shirt, runs in a tight pack ahead of Raider Alex Parker
and Cranford’s George El-Khoury, in back, during the very interesting 4x1,600 meter relay.
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1-4PM

712 OAK AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Charm abounds in this pristine home situated on a quiet street just blocks to Wilson school, downtown shop-
ping & NYC transportation.  The front porch invites you into this quaint Colonial home offering a new eat-in 
Kitchen, 2 new bathrooms, formal Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, hardwood 
floors, new windows and patio overlooking private, fenced rear yard.                        Offered for $599,000

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1-4PM

220 BRIGHTWOOD AVENUE, WESTFIELD
Custom built in 2001, this four bedroom Colonial home boasts extensive moldings and quality craftsmanship 
throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with Cherry cabinets & granite count-
ers, family room with fireplace, hardwood floors, central vacuum, first floor laundry, professionally land-
scaped, fenced yard with spacious deck and Recreation Room with gym!                  Offered for $889,000

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT AT THIRD BASE…Raider Anthony Scalfaro gets tagged out by Viking third baseman Anthony Coletti in the fourth
inning of the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game on May 4.


