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– Obituaries –
Helyne Dens Fox, Was Avid Golfer;

Active In Church and Woman’s Club
Helyne Dens Fox died on Satur-

day, 23 April 2011, at home in Jensen
Beach, Fla.

She was born on 29 July 1929 in
Brooklyn, N.Y. to J. Charles Dens
and Helen Ivins Dens
Tiedje, both deceased.
She also was prede-
ceased by her sister, Jean
Dens Mitchell of
Englewood, Fla.

She was a graduate of
Westfield High School
in New Jersey and
Stephens College of
Columbia, Mo. Helyne
had been active in high
school as a drum major-
ette and a ballet swim-
mer in the Aqua Show in
Long Island, N.Y. After
college, she became a professional
fashion model and worked prima-
rily for Hahne’s Department Store
in Newark, N.J.

She married Barclay Fillman Fox
of Westfield, N.J. on 14 June 1952.
Together they loved to travel and
lived in Texas, Wyoming,
Chateauroux, France, Monmouth
Beach, N.J., New Shrewsbury, N.J.,
San Juan, Puerto Rico, Middletown,
N.J., a winter home on Hutchison
Island, Fla., as well as a summer
home in Ocean Township, N.J.

Helyne had been active with the
New Shrewsbury Woman’s Club and
as a volunteer at the Red Bank Meth-
odist Church, where she was a mem-
ber. She was an avid golfer and mem-
ber at Bamm Hollow Country Club,
Beacon Hill Country Club in New

Jersey and Indian River Plantation
on Hutchison Island, Fla. She sup-
ported many animal shelters and
charities, including the Humane So-
ciety of the Treasure Coast, Palm

City, Fla.
She is survived by her

devoted husband, Barclay;
two sons, Barclay F. Fox,
Jr. (Debbie) of Hazlet, N.J.
and Richard W. Fox (Terry)
of Upperco, Md.; two
daughters, Sharon R. Fox
of Stuart, Fla. and Nicole
Tinsley (Michael) of
Davie, Fla.; a sister, Jane
Dens McManigal of
Williamsburg, Va.; four
grandchildren, Barclay
David Fox, Christopher J.
Fox, Jillian R. Fox and

Mikayla K. Tinsley, and two step-
grandchildren, Darren Conway and
Tami Conway Jones.

A memorial service will be held in
New Jersey at a future date to be
announced.

The Fox Family is very grateful to
the staff and nurses of Treasure Coast
Hospice and the Visiting Nurse As-
sociation for the compassionate care
that they provided during Helyne’s
long illness.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Treasure Coast Hos-
pice, 1201 SE Indian Street, Stuart,
FL 34997 or www.tchospice.org.

An online Remembrance Book can
be signed at www.heavencalled.com.

Arrangements are entrusted to the
Martin Funeral Home of Stuart, Fla.
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Janet Patterson, Had Been Active
With United Way and Girl Scouts

Janet Ramsay Patterson died on
Tuesday, May 3, 2011, at Morristown
Memorial Hospital after a brief ill-
ness.

Born October 21, 1914 in Manhat-
tan, she was a graduate of Metuchen
High School, N.J. and the New Jer-
sey College for Women (now
Douglass), where she earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Sci-
ence. A longtime resident of
Westfield, N.J., Mrs. Patterson was
active in the United Way and with the
Girl Scouts at the local, national and
international level for many years,
and was a member of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

Before she married, she worked at
what was then the Standard Oil Com-
pany of New Jersey, where she met
her future husband. They both en-
joyed traveling abroad and on road
trips in this country, Canada and
Mexico with their children.

She lived her last 10 years at Fel-
lowship Village in Liberty Corner,
N.J., where many of her friends also
lived. She is remembered for her en-
thusiastic volunteerism, her ability to
converse (in English and Spanish)
with people from all walks of life and
for her sense of humor and her love of
family and friends which carried her
through life’s challenges.

She is survived by her daughter,
Terry Robinson of Cincinnati, Ohio;
her sons, Albert C. “Skip” Patterson,
IV of Cape Cod, Mass. and David

Ramsay Patterson of Lawrenceville,
N.J.; seven grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 50 years, Albert C. Patterson,
III, who died in 1995 at age 90.

A memorial service celebrating her
spirit will be held at Fellowship Vil-
lage tomorrow, Friday, May 13, at 3
p.m. In lieu of flowers, a donation to
the Employee Fund at Fellowship
Village or to Big Brothers and Big
Sisters of Massachusetts Bay, 75 Fed-
eral Street, Boston, MA 02110, may
be made in her memory.

May 12, 2011

June Sobell, 86, Had Formerly Worked
For College President and Duke Estate
June Sobell passed away on Tues-

day, May 3, 2011, at the age of 86,
after bravely battling leukemia.

June was born in New
Britain, Conn. on Au-
gust 30, 1924. She
worked as a secretary to
the president of Teach-
ers College of Connecti-
cut from 1942 until she
and her husband, Leo,
were married in 1947.
They relocated to
Somerville, N.J., where
June worked for the
Doris Duke Estate be-
fore starting their fam-
ily in 1951. In 1955, they settled in
Westfield, N.J.

In 1968, Leo was transferred over-
seas, and the family spent three won-
derful years in the Netherlands, trav-
eling Europe extensively. June loved
golf, paddle tennis, bridge, writing
letters and times spent at Cape Cod.
She was a consummate homemaker,
taking pride in her surroundings. June
was known as a kind, soft spoken,
generous and most sincere person,

and will be missed by all whose lives
that she touched.

June was predeceased by her loving
husband, Leo, in June
2002, after 55 years of
marriage. She leaves be-
hind her children, Barbara
Skillman and her husband,
Peter, of Martinsville, N.J.,
Christine Sobell and her
partner, Norm Arnold, of
Carpinteria, Calif. and Jim
Sobell and his wife,
Debbie, of Santa Ynez,
Calif. June also was loved
and cherished by her five
grandchildren, Katie, Sara

and Christopher Skillman of Washing-
ton, D.C. and Brian and Sam Sobell of
Santa Ynez, Calif.

A memorial mass was celebrated on
Tuesday, May 10, at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

To post a tribute, go to
dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.
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Dorothy D. Ehrich, 82, Former Teacher;
Longtime Temple Emanu-El Librarian
Dorothy D. Ehrich, 82, beloved

wife, mother, grandmother and sis-
ter, passed away peacefully on Thurs-
day, May 5, 2011, surrounded by her
loving family.

Dot’s greatest joys were her hus-
band of 62 years, Herb; her four chil-
dren, Bev (Carl), Marjorie (Steven),
Marc (Rachel) and Lisa (Rob), and
her 12 grandchildren, Jesse, Adam,
Ben, Ashley, Cory, Caitlyn, Allison,
Emily, Jill, Andrew, Jonathan and
Lauren.

Dot was a graduate of Hunter Col-
lege ’49, where she was class presi-
dent and a loyal sister of Phi Sigma
Sigma. Prior to moving to Westfield,
N.J., where she raised her family, Dot

taught kindergarten in the New York
City public schools. In Westfield, Dot
was active in numerous organizations,
including ORT, Hadassah, PTA and
the Westfield High School Library.
She also was the librarian for 33
years at Temple Emanu-El.

Dot also is survived by her sister,
Jeanette Liemer of Sarasota, Fla.

The family requests that donations
be made to the Temple Emanu-El
Library, 756 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, or the MSK
Cancer Center (Ephraim Casper Re-
search Fund), P.O. Box 27106, New
York, N.Y. 10087.
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Janice Irwin, Was Devoted to Family;
Involved In Church and Choral Arts

Janice Ware Irwin, formerly of
Westfield, N.J., went to be with her
Lord on Thursday, April 28, 2011, at
Fellowship Village in Basking Ridge,
N.J.

Janice Elizabeth Ware was born on
May 7, 1919 in Orange, N.J. and
grew up in Maplewood and
Millburn. She attended
Centenary College and
graduated from New Jer-
sey College for Women
(now Douglass College) in
1942 with a Bachelor of
Arts in Music. After her
marriage to William Irwin
in November 1945, they
resided in Westfield, where
they raised their four sons.
In 1996 they moved to Fel-
lowship Village.

Her father’s family heritage goes
back to furniture maker John Smith
Ware of Bridgeton, N.J., who was
famous for the “Ware Chair,” and
her mother’s heritage goes back to
Isaac Lambert of Raritan Avenue,
for whom Lambert’s Mill Road of
Westfield and Scotch Plains, N.J. is
named. The family church is now
known as Willow Grove Presbyte-
rian Church. Isaac Lambert was fa-
mous for the truck farm that pro-
vided passage for immigrants from
Europe in exchange for a year’s work
on the farm.

Janice Irwin was a loving wife,
kind sister, dedicated mother, won-
derful mother-in-law, caring grand-
and great-grandmother and devout
Christian. She was predeceased by
her beloved husband of 56 years,
William Irwin, and her brother, John
S. Ware, III. She is survived by her
brother, Malcolm D. Ware, and his
wife, Marjorie; by her sister-in-law,
Ruth Ware, and by her four sons and
their families, William John (Jack)
Irwin, II of Valencia, Calif., Dou-
glas Lambert Irwin of Middletown,
N.J., Charles Fraser Irwin of
Guilford, Conn. and David Ware
Irwin of Readington Township, N.J.

Janice regarded her four daughters-
in-law as special “daughters” and
took great pride in her 14 grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren.

She enjoyed sailing at Raritan
Yacht Club and at Brant Beach Yacht
Club and spending many summers

on Long Beach Island with
her family.

During her 50-plus
years as a member of The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, Janice served
as a Sunday school teacher
and on many church com-
mittees. Music was always
a great joy to her and her
family. She was an active
member and officer in the
Choral Arts Society in
Westfield. She taught pi-

ano for many years and accompa-
nied the chorus and worship ser-
vices at Fellowship Village. Janice
also played the violin and, with hus-
band Bill and his cello, was a mem-
ber of the Summit Community Or-
chestra.

A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Saturday, May 21, 2011, at
Fellowship Village, 8000 Fellow-
ship Drive, Basking Ridge, N.J.
07920. Interment will be alongside
her husband in the Revolutionary
Cemetery on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, in a private ceremony.

The family requests that, in lieu of
flowers, donations in Janice’s honor
be made to the Janice Irwin Music
Memorial at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090-3131.
Expressions of sympathy may be
sent care of Gallaway and Crane,
101 S. Finley Avenue, Basking
Ridge, N.J. 07920.
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Robert J. Ratner, 60
Robert Jay Ratner, 60, of Westfield

passed away on Wednesday, May 4.
Mr. Ratner leaves his devoted wife,

Valerie (née Lohn); adored sons,
Andrew and Michael; dear mother,
Dorothy Scherzer; loving brothers,
Kenneth and David, and close friend,
Steve Legum.

An attorney with AFCO Financial
for more than 25 years, Bob loved his
career and his job. A graduate of New
York University and St. John’s Law
School, he was a member of the New
York Bar Association and
M.E.N.S.A., and enjoyed gardening,
as well as being a proficient writer.
He was an active, caring, civic-
minded individual.

Services were held on Friday, May
6, at the J.L. Apter Memorial Chapel,
415 Morris Avenue in Springfield.
Interment followed at Mount Leba-
non Cemetery in Iselin.

The family would appreciate do-
nations to the Union County Torah
Center or to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital.
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Jeanne Hughes, Loved Jersey Shore;
Known For Charm, Humor, Bravery

Jeanne Ellen Hughes was born in
Flushing, N.Y. on September 21, 1964
and returned to the Lord on Saturday,
April 2, 2011. She was preceded in
death by her grandpar-
ents and her father,
James J. Hughes.

Those surviving to
tenderly remember her
are her mother and step-
father, Sheila and Bill
Nichols; her sister,
Christine Hughes; her
Uncle Jack and Aunt
Claire Donahue; Uncle
Jim and Aunt Valerie
Donahue; Uncle Bob
and Aunt Edna Hughes;
10 cousins; numerous
friends too many to count, and her
beloved niece and nephew, Shannon
and Austin Brand.

Jeanne’s many Westfield friends
made her school days some of the
happiest years of her life. When she
entered Montclair University, she
found kindred spirits in her suite mates
and she loved to relate tales of their

antics. The Jersey shore, and the ocean
itself, were lifelong magnets for Jeanne
and her friends, and they spent many a
summer renting homes there.

She will be sorely
missed by those who
loved her. But what great
memories we have of her
charm and humor. The
battle is over, but she
fought to regain her
health and she did it with
great bravery each day,
never giving up hope that
she could have another
chance at life.

There will be a Funeral
Mass at St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in

Westfield, N.J. at 10 a.m. on Friday,
June 24. Interment will follow at
Fairview Cemetery, with a luncheon
afterwards back at St. Helen’s Parish
Center. The family would love to have
the opportunity to say hello to every-
one back at the center.
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F-SP Rotary Woof Walk Set
For Sunday in Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
invites the public and their four-
legged friends on Sunday, May 15,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to the First
Annual Rotary Woof Walk, a pet-
friendly, family-oriented activity. The
1.5-mile walk will begin and end on
the Village Green on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, adjacent to the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building.

Hundreds of participants are ex-
pected to bring their dogs for a stroll
around the town center of Scotch
Plains. At the Village Green, there will
be music, refreshments and festivi-
ties. There also will be dog contests
with prizes, and while supplies last,
participants will receive a free goodie
bag and doggy event bandana.

Check-in will start at 10 a.m., with
the walk beginning at 11 a.m. Partici-
pants can pre-register for $10 per
person or register at the Woof Walk

day itself for $15. More information
is available at RotaryWoofWalk.com.

The proceeds from this event will
benefit the K9 Unit and Bicycle Pa-
trol Police Units that help protect the
community and help save lives. Other
Rotary charities also are supported.

Members of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club include those in
business and professional roles in
government and non-profit organiza-
tions. Rotary is non-religious and non-
political, open to any race, culture or
creed, and committed to making com-
munities better places to live through
a broad range of cultural, humanitar-
ian and educational programs.

To learn more about Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary and enjoy a complimen-
tary lunch, interested persons are in-
vited to attend one of the club’s weekly
meetings on Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m.
at the Stage House Restaurant, located
at 366 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Atlantic Health Posts
New Hospital Names
MORRISTOWN – As of May 9,

each of Atlantic Health System’s hos-
pitals has taken a new name – medical
center – to reflect the non-profit health
care system’s expansive breadth of
top-rated specialty care, clinical offer-
ings and medical staff shared across
multiple campuses throughout North-
ern and Central New Jersey.

The changes are as follows: Over-
look Hospital in Summit will now be
known as Overlook Medical Center;
Morristown Memorial Hospital in
Morristown will now be known as
Morristown Medical Center, and
Newton Memorial Hospital in New-
ton will now be known as Newton
Medical Center.

Family Investors Co.
Plans Free Seminar

FANWOOD – Family Investors
Company will host a free seminar on
Wednesday, May 18, at 2 p.m. at The
Chelsea at Fanwood, located at 295
South Avenue in Fanwood. The topic
will be “An Update on Social Secu-
rity” with featured speaker Richard
Desir, Social Security Administra-
tion Public Affairs specialist.

Attendees will learn about their
options when filing for disability, re-
tirement and survivor benefits, as well
as when to file for Medicare. After a
brief presentation, there will be a
question-and-answer session. To re-
serve a seat, call the Family Investors
Company office at (908) 322-1800 or
e-mail info@familyinvestors.com.
Light refreshments will be provided.

Janice Ware Irwin
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WCW Flea Market
On Tap Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) will spon-
sor a flea market this Saturday, May
14, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, lo-
cated at 301 Clark Street in
Westfield. The rain date is Satur-
day, May 28. This event will benefit
Gilda’s Club, a support agency for
those with cancer and their fami-
lies.

Tables are available for partici-
pants’ own sales, at $25 for non-
profit organizations and $30 for pri-
vate sales. All proceeds, minus the
table fee, will remain with the seller.

Participants may sell household
items, gently used clothing, cos-
tume jewelry, crafts, books, CDs,
DVDs and other such items. The
WCW also will accept items that
individuals wish to donate. They
should be brought to the school
between 8 and 9 a.m. To reserve a
table, call WCW President Dolores
Geisow at (908) 233-2339.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Library Reveals Calendar
Of Upcoming Activities

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Public Library, lo-
cated on Constitution Plaza, invites
the public to attend its upcoming
series of programs.

A free concert will take place at the
library this Saturday, May 14, from 3
to 4 p.m., featuring Juilliard-trained
pianist Shelly Horn performing on
the piano. He will play classical and
pop selections, show tunes from mov-
ies and Broadway, plus new arrange-
ments of well-known standards. Mr.
Horn will actually play the drum on
some pieces while simultaneously
playing the piano, providing his own
percussion accompaniment.

The Friends of the Mountainside
Library will sponsor this program.
Reservations are not necessary, but to
ensure a seat, call the library at (908)
233-0115 or sign up at the library.

In conjunction with the Commu-
nity Health Department of Overlook
Hospital, the library has announced
the next session in a season-long
series of discussions and health
screenings.

On Friday, May 20, free diabetes
and stroke screenings will take place
at the library. Participants will have
an opportunity to learn their risks

through a fingerstick blood sugar
test and blood pressure/pulse check.
Counseling and stroke-prevention
education also will be provided by a
healthcare professional.

Interested persons must call Over-
look Hospital’s program registration
number at 1-(800) 247-9580 to sign
up. Participants will be given an ex-
act appointment time between 10 a.m.
and noon when they will meet with
the community health nurse and staff.
Drop-ins may be accommodated that
day if time permits, but the only way
to ensure a screening is to book an
appointment through the toll-free tele-
phone number.

A new free program on gardening
ideas, sponsored by the Friends of
the Mountainside Library, will be
featured on Saturday, May 21, from
11 a.m. to noon. Local horticulturist
Bryan Lowe will offer ideas and
suggestions on how to keep a beau-
tiful, colorful garden from now until
the fall. Participants will learn about
planning a garden with a focus on
color, the timing of blooms and the
conditions specific to this area. To
reserve a seat, call the library at
(908) 233-0115.

The library has announced its
Wednesday Night Movie Lineup, at
6:30 p.m., with dates and titles as
follows: May 18 – Gas Land; May 25
– Mao’s Last Dancer; June 1 – Un-
stoppable; June 8 – True Grit, and
June 15 – Waiting For Superman.

A flier containing brief synopses
of these movies is available at the
library. The library’s summer for-
eign film festival will begin on
Wednesday, June 22, with titles to
be announced.

The library currently has on dis-
play student art from Mountainside’s
Deerfield School, which may be
viewed during all library hours
through Tuesday, May 31. The dis-
plays include drawings and paint-
ings, as well as a selection of three-
dimensional works.

For more information about the
library and its services and programs,
visit mountainsidelibrary.org or call
(908) 233-0115.

Kilkenny to Support
Avon Walk Team

CRANFORD – On Monday, May 16,
the Kilkenny House Restaurant and Pub
will donate 10 percent of its lunch and
dinner bills to the Avon Walk for Breast
Cancer – Team Suvivi.

Participants need just remind their
server that they would like to participate
in the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer
fundraiser, and 10 percent of their food
bill will be donated to the cause. Kilkenny
House is located at 112 South Avenue,
East, in Cranford.

Kilkenny House’s owner, Barry
O’Donovan, is partnering with Team
Suvivi for the goal of ending this deadly
disease. Team Suvivi is made up of
eight women from Cranford and
Westfield who will walk 39 miles on
October 15 and 16 in the New York
Avon Walk for Breast Cancer.

Those who cannot attend the Kilkenny’s
event and wish to make a donation are
asked to visit The Avon Walk for Breast
Cancer New York City and select Team
Suvivi at avonwalk.org/new-york/.

Master Gardeners to Hold
Fair and Plant Sale Sunday
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Rutgers

Master Gardeners of Union County will
bring their Annual Spring Garden Fair
and Plant Sale to the Watchung Reserva-
tion in Mountainside this Sunday, May
15, from noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine. All
proceeds will help fund community
projects of the Master Gardeners.

The Master Gardeners of Union County
is a program of the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension, supported in part by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
An all-volunteer group, it is headquar-
tered in the county building in Westfield.

Among the offerings at this year’s Gar-
den Fair will be tomato seedlings specially
selected for containers and small gardens,
along with the legendary Ramapo To-
mato. Other highlights will include guided
tours of the Demonstration Garden, plus
lectures by Master Gardeners. The lecture
schedule is as follows: 1:30 p.m. – Plant
Propagation; 2 p.m. – Square Foot Gar-
dening; 2:30 p.m. – Vegetable Gardening,
and 3 p.m. – Home Composting.

There also will be free children’s ac-
tivities, free Helpline Clinic and Rutgers
information fact sheets. Residents are
invited to bring plant and insect samples
for diagnosis. Union County Division of
Mosquito Control supervisors will be
available to answer questions.

Additionally featured will be 4-H Master
Tree Stewards with a children’s activity
and display; Rutgers soil test kits for sale;
“The Cupcake Café” with home-baked
goods; an arts and crafts table; a Gardening
“Odds and Ends” sale table, and a used
gardening books and magazines sale.

The Spring Garden Fair will be located
at the Demonstration Garden by the
Trailside Nature and Science Center, at
the corner of New Providence Road and
Coles Avenue in Mountainside. A free

parking lot is located at the site. Addi-
tional free parking will be available at the
nearby Loop playground area. For maps
and directions, visit ucnj.org/parks.

Visitors who plan to purchase plants
are advised to bring a small wagon for
ease of conveyance.

To learn more about becoming certi-
fied as a Master Gardener, contact Lynne
Orlofsky at the Extension offices at (908)
654-9854 or visit mastergardeners-uc.org.

The free Master Gardener Helpline is
available 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday to
Friday. Individuals should call (908) 654-
9582 or e-mail mastergardeners@ucnj.org.

June Sobell


