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Jamie Novak to Give Talk
On How to ‘De-clutter’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present “De-
clutter Your Life,” a program by
professional organizer Jamie
Novak, on Thursday, May 19, at 7
p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

A local resident and author, Ms.
Novak also is a television and
Internet radio personality. She
founded Bite Size Living after real-
izing that she, too, was putting
projects on hold. Ms. Novak now
travels the country showing busy
people how to turn overwhelming
projects into manageable tasks.

She also has served as an expert
organizer for NBC’s iVillage, and has
appeared on QVC with a line of home-
solution products and HGTV’s Mis-
sion Organization. Her organizing tips
have been featured in national maga-
zines, including Everyday with
Rachael Ray, Real Simple, All You and
Woman’s Day. Ms. Novak has written
multiple bestsellers as well, including
“The Get Organized Answer Book.”

This program is open to all MURAL
and Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders. (MURAL cardholders
belong to libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. To see if one’s library
participates, visit the Westfield Memo-
rial Library’s website, wmlnj.org.) For

more information about other library
programs and services, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension no. 7951.

POLICE BLOTTER

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HONOREES…The Westfield Historical Society will
honor Robert Newell, left, and Stanley Lipson at its Annual Dinner May 25. Mr.
Newell will receive the Society’s Trustees’ Award, based on his continued active
involvement in the preservation of Westfield’s history. A 21-year member of the
Westfield Planning Board, Mr. Newell is a former chairman of the Historic
Preservation Commission and a founding member and chairman of Westfield
MainStreet. Mr. Lipson will receive the Society’s President’s Award for his
service as curator and preservationist in the Archives. He is a professor of
mathematics and computer science at Kean University.

Historical Society to Honor
Mr. Lipson and Mr. Newell

WESTFIELD – The 42nd Annual
Dinner of the Westfield Historical
Society will be held on Wednesday,
May 25, at Echo Lake Country Club,
located at 515 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Stanley Lipson will receive The
President’s Award, and the Trustees’
Award will be presented to Robert
Newell. During the evening, the Do-
nors to the Reeve History and Cul-
tural Resource Center also will be
honored.

Names of honorees to be inducted
into The Westfield Hall of Fame, com-
prising prominent Westfield residents
accomplished in their field, include
Garland C. “Bud” Boothe, Emma
Bridges, Robert Clotworthy, Robert
Hoffman, H. Emerson Thomas and
the Welch Family.

A celebratory report with pictures
about the major construction and
renovation of the Reeve House will
be discussed, as the project moves
forward toward completion. It is now
known as the Reeve History and Cul-

tural Resource Center.
Nancy Priest, president of the

Westfield Historical Society, will pre-
side over the annual meeting starting
at 5:30 p.m. The new officers and
trustees, as well as the slate for the
Miller-Cory Board of Governors, will
be introduced. The cocktail hour will
begin at 6 p.m., with dinner being
served at 7 p.m. A 50/50 raffle during
the evening will be part of the ongo-
ing fund-raising for the group.

Members of the public are invited
to attend, as well as members of the
Westfield Historical Society. The cost
is $50 for members and $55 for non-
members. Checks are due immedi-
ately and should be mailed to:
Westfield Historical Society, P.O. Box
613, Westfield, N.J. 07091-0613.
More information is available by call-
ing Carol Tener at (908) 232-1375.

For further information about the
Westfield Historical Society or to
become a member, call (908) 654-
1794 or e-mail the Society at:
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Richard Rubin

Home Video Studio Creates
Demo Reel For ‘Geek’

WESTFIELD – If you call
Flemington, N.J. native Richard
Rubin a geek, he won’t be offended.
He was the first runner-up on the
reality show “Beauty and the Geek”
in 2005-06, which helped usher him
into a career in entertainment. Mr.
Rubin now performs using his other
talents, like playing jazz piano, and
he’s done so professionally on Ce-
lebrity Cruises and in jazz
festivals. And if that’s not
enough, his Spanish fluency
led him to co-host an
Argentinean television
show.

With such a variety of
performing skills and ex-
periences, providing cast-
ing agents with an up-to-
date demo reel is just as
important for a performer
as a résumé is for a tradi-
tional job seeker.

“It’s like a video résumé and it’s
very valuable to people in the arts
because it shows what you’ve done,”
said Mr. Rubin. “They use it to evalu-
ate who you are, what you’re capable
of doing, and if you’d be a fit for
them.”

To update his demo reel with addi-
tional footage, Mr. Rubin turned to
Dan Weiniger at Home Video Studio
in Westfield (http://
www.homevideostudio.com/dan).

While Mr. Rubin found Home
Video Studio through the Internet, he
was looking for someone in his na-
tive New Jersey, and he appreciated
that Dan worked in Westfield and
made videos for the New Jersey Table
Tennis Club. “I used to play Ping-

Pong at the New Jersey Table Tennis
Club when I was 13. When I saw this
person lived in Westfield, it reso-
nated with me,” said Mr. Rubin.

And the experience of creating the
demo reel together has been great,
said Mr. Rubin, noting that Mr.
Weiniger is not only nice, but also
ethical and fair. “He’s not just doing

it to collect a paycheck,”
said Mr. Rubin. “He’s actu-
ally interested, and con-
cerned that the project goes
off well. He really wants to
help you.”

In the demo reel, Mr.
Weiniger highlights Mr.
Rubin’s numerous televi-
sion appearances, including
the “Tyra Banks Show,”
“Live with Regis and Kathie
Lee” and “Beauty and the
Geek,” plus his jazz piano
performances and the Flor

de Palabra game show he co-hosted
in Argentina. You can see Richard
Rubin’s demo reel on YouTube, un-
der HomeVideoStudio1818’s chan-
nel (look for “Richard Rubin Enter-
tainment Reel”) http://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=D8zO9E1vwms.

Home Video Studio offers a vari-
ety of video shooting, copying and
editing services. Contact Dan at New
Jersey-based Home Video Studio di-
rectly at (908) 301-9300 or email
dan.w@homevideostudio.com. Visit
the website to learn more about Dan’s
services at
www.homevideostudio.com/dan.
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The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldtoday.com/rotary

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

VP Salon Cut-A-Thon to Aid
Leukemia-Lymphoma Society

WESTFIELD – Look good! Do
good! On Sunday, June 12, Victor
Passucci and staff at VP Salon in
Westfield will open their hearts and
donate their time and talents to help
fight the diseases of leukemia and lym-
phoma. On that very special CUT-A-
THON Day, all hair and nail services
will be available to you, their clients,
and friends. One hundred percent of all
service proceeds will benefit the Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Society. All
donations are tax-deductible.

Founded in 1949, the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society (LLS) is the
world’s largest voluntary health or-
ganization dedicated to funding blood
cancer research, education and pa-
tient services. LLS’ mission is to cure
leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s dis-
ease and myeloma, as well as work-
ing toward improving the quality of
life for patients and their families.

The June 12 CUT-A-THON hair
services with Victor Passucci and staff
will include a complimentary
Kerastase hair treatment. Along with
breakfast and lunch sandwiches, re-

freshments will be served throughout
the day.

Show that you care. Let’s do what
we can to improve the quality of life
for patients and their families. Let’s
make an effort to help cure Leukemia
and Lymphoma. Space is limited. To
book an appointment, or for more
information, call VP Salon at (908)
928-1133.

“Just thinking about all of these
brave children fighting these diseases
really inspires me,” said Mr. Passucci.
“We thank you for joining us, as we
all look forward to finding a cure.”

What: VP SALON’S CUT-A-
THON TO BENEFIT THE LEUKE-
MIA AND LYMPHOMA SOCIETY.

When: SUNDAY, June 12, 2011, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Where: VICTOR PASSUCCI SA-
LON, 210 South Avenue, West,
Westfield.

Call: (908) 928-1133.
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Call my 
office for a 
quote 24/7.

You’re a 
neighbor, 
not a 
number.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

Health Dept. Offers
Free Rabies Clinic

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Board of Health will conduct a
free rabies clinic on Wednesday, May
25, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the south-
side firehouse, located at the corner
of Raritan Road and Martine Avenue.

Cats will be vaccinated the first half-
hour, from 6:30 to 7 p.m., and must be
contained in a “cat carrier” or a box and
accompanied by an adult able to con-
trol the animal. Dogs will be vacci-
nated between 7 and 8 p.m., and also
must be accompanied by a responsible
adult able to control the animal.

For further information, call the
Township of Scotch Plains Health
Department at (908) 322-6700, ex-
tension no. 1-309 or 1-310.

Westfield
Monday, May 2, Kenny Lugo, 21,

of Piscataway was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Elmer Street. He was
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)/
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was released on his
own recognizance with summonses
pending a May 16 court date.

Tuesday, May 3, Anthony
Porchetta, 18, of Westfield was ar-
rested after turning himself in at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding North Plainfield traffic
warrant in the amount of $300. He
was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Tuesday, May 3, a resident of the
300 block of Brightwood Avenue re-
ported that someone unknown stole
an iPhone, valued at approximately
$700, from the victim’s motor ve-
hicle.

Tuesday, May 3, a resident of the
100 block of Winchester Way re-
ported receiving a fraudulent check
in the amount of $340.

Wednesday, May 4, after a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of West
South Avenue, John H. Carter, III, 24,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Fanwood motor vehicle
warrant in the amount of $80. He was
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, May 4, Michael Ceczi,
18, of Clark was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the area of West
Broad Street and Osborn Avenue. He
was charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. Ceczi was released on a
summons.

Thursday, May 5, an incident of
identity theft was reported on the 200
block of St. Paul Street. According to
police, the victim said an individual
had sent e-mails on his behalf, asking
the recipients to take custody of $11
million, in a scam attempt.

Friday, May 6, Paige Phelan, 20, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on the 500
block of West South Avenue on
charges of driving while intoxicated
(DWI), three counts of possession of
prescription legend drugs and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. She
was processed and turned over to a
responsible adult.

Friday, May 6, Bruce Fallivene,
60, of Garwood was arrested on Pros-
pect Street on an outstanding
Westfield warrant in the amount of
$500. He was released after posting
bail.

Saturday, May 7, a U.S. passport
was reported stolen from a motor
vehicle on the 300 block of East South
Avenue.

Saturday, May 7, Fernando
Dejesus, 30, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on outstanding warrants from
Westfield, Woodbridge and Clark,
totaling $2,000. He further was
charged with possession of a fraudu-
lent driver’s license. The arrest oc-
curred after a motor vehicle stop at
Central and Sycamore Avenues.
Dejesus was released on his own re-
cognizance.

Sunday, May 8, Ralph Rotondo,
20, of Westfield was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop at Central Av-
enue and Clover Street on active war-
rants from Union and Westfield, with
bail amounts of $250 and $106, re-
spectively. He was released on his
own recognizance with court dates
on both warrants.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 3, a resident of

Meadowview Road reported that
someone removed approximately
$4,000 from her checking account
without her authorization.

Wednesday, May 4, a property
owner on Plainfield Avenue reported
that, sometime overnight, someone
dumped a large pile of blacktop on
his property.

Wednesday, May 4, a resident of
Grand Street reported that she had
received multiple messages from a
former friend on her Facebook ac-
count.

Wednesday, May 4, Priscilla Reed,
28, of Piscataway was arrested on an

outstanding $205 warrant issued by
the Fanwood Court after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, May 4, Thomas
Pettiford, 19, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding $800 war-
rant issued by the Scotch Plains Court
after a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, May 5, Rahkeem
Cheeks, 32, of Newark was arrested
and charged with hindering appre-
hension after a motor vehicle viola-
tion on Route 22. According to po-
lice, while the officer was speaking
to him, Cheeks supplied several dif-
ferent names and identifications. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Thursday, May 5, Akeya Peteete,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding $89 warrant issued by
the Scotch Plains Court after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22, at which
time authorities discovered the war-
rant. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, May 6, Tyrone Coley, 23,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Saturday, May 7, a resident of North
Plainfield reported that his bicycle
was stolen from a residence on Hunter
Avenue. The bicycle was valued at
approximately $150.

Saturday, May 7, Lindsay
Hickman, 22, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with obstruc-
tion of justice and driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Evergreen Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, when the officer
asked Hickman to get out of the ve-
hicle so it could be impounded, she
refused and became belligerent. She
was taken out of the vehicle and trans-
ported to police headquarters where
she was processed and released.

Mountainside
Monday, May 2, an officer re-

sponded to a location on Route 22 on
the report of a damaged motor ve-
hicle. According to police, the victim
stated that something flew off of a
vehicle traveling in front of her, caus-
ing damage to her vehicle, and that
the driver stopped and gave her a
business card from a landscaping
company. When the victim showed
the officer the damage, he felt it was
consistent with striking an object and
was able to locate an object in the
roadway approximately one mile
prior to the accident.

Tuesday, May 3, an individual came
into police headquarters to report that
his former employer had been ha-
rassing him by sending insulting,
threatening and derogatory text mes-
sages.

Wednesday, May 4, Julio R.
Cordero, 31, of Belleville was ar-
rested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22. He was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

Saturday, May 7, a resident of Pud-
ding Stone Road reported that he left
his wallet, described as a black leather
bi-fold, containing his driver’s li-
cense, Medicare card, disabled veter-
ans card, AARP card, Wells Fargo
credit card, Union Center Bank card,
$40 in cash and the key to the family
van, in the bathroom at a church sale
on Main Street in Chatham.

Saturday, May 7, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that she
received a message from an indi-
vidual claiming that her grandson
had been in a fight in California and
had been arrested. According to po-
lice, the individual, claiming to be a
lawyer, stated that she needed to send
him $1,575 to pay for her grandson’s
legal fees. She was instructed to pur-
chase a money gram and send it to an
address in San Diego, Calif. The vic-
tim contacted her grandson, who had
no knowledge of the incident, police
said. Attempts were made to contact
the law firm based on the address
provided, but were unsuccessful.

Construction Employee Killed
In Lenape Park Work Accident

UNION - Segundo Padilla, 33, of
Newark was killed at approximately
8 a.m. on May 6 in a work accident
at Lenape Park in Union. He was
operating a six-ton roller that toppled
down a shallow embankment.

Mr. Padilla was an employee of J.
A. Alexander Inc., a Bloomfield
construction company. He was
smoothing part of a 1.45-mile path
of the East Coast Greenway link in
Union County on the border be-
tween Union and Kenilworth. Mr.
Padilla is survived by a wife and
two young children.

The accident occurred along a
stretch of trail being constructed
through Lenape Park and Black
Brook Park that will pass through
sections of Cranford, Kenilworth,
Springfield and Union. Mr. Padilla
had smoothed over approximately
500 feet of trail off Springfield Road
and into Lenape Park when the
Ingersoll Rand roller he was oper-
ating apparently toppled off an edge.

Fellow employees discovered his
body and notified the Union County
Police and the Kenilworth Fire De-

partment, which assisted in the ex-
trication.

Union County Police and the Fed-
eral Occupational Safety and Health
Administration are investigating the
incident to determine whether Mr.
Padilla was wearing a seat belt.

St. Paul’s to Present
Choir Concert Sunday
WESTFIELD – The St. Paul’s Epis-

copal Church Choir will perform its
25th annual Spring Concert this Sun-
day, May 15, featuring Requiem (opus
9) for soloists, chorus, orchestra and
organ by French composer and organ-
ist Maurice Duruflé (1908-1986).

Members of the Grammy Award-
winning New Jersey Symphony, to-
gether with returning Princeton Uni-
versity principal organist Eric Plutz,
will accompany the choir in this choral
work. St. Paul’s Director of Music,
Charles Banks, will conduct. Mr. Banks
is celebrating his 25th Spring Concert
with the choir at St. Paul’s.

Mr. Plutz will begin the concert with a
performance of the Suite in G Major for
Strings and Organ by Italian composer
Ottorino Respighi (1879-1932). A con-
cert soloist and recording artist, Mr. Plutz
has performed in distinguished venues
throughout the United States and abroad.

Paying tribute to Mr. Banks, St. Paul’s
Rector, the Reverend Andrew
Hamersley, stated that, “Charles Banks,
our much beloved director of music, is
an invaluable member of St. Paul’s staff
and parish community…all will rejoice
in celebrating his 25 years of dedicated
service in September 2011 and in this
Spring Concert of distinguished music.”

Sponsored by the Friends of Music
at St. Paul’s, the concert will start
promptly at 7 p.m. and will be followed
by a gala reception. A $15 donation is
suggested. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
is located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For directions, visit
stpaulswestfield.org.


