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Westfield Historical Society
Hall of Fame 2011 Inductees

Mayor Garland “Bud” Boothe

By William Foley
The Westfield Historical Society’s

Hall of Fame Selection Committee
has named six individuals/families
for induction into the Westfield Hall
of Fame. The nominees are accom-
plished in their fields as well as hav-
ing made a significant impact on the
town, state or nation.

Nancy Priest, president of the
Westfield Historical Society, has an-
nounced this third group of honorees
who will be inducted at the society’s
annual dinner at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club in Westfield on Wednesday,
May 25.

This year’s inductees are as fol-
lows:

Emma Bridges (?-1924) - A resi-
dent of Westfield for 52 years, she
was the first president of the Westfield
Women’s Club. In
1874, she established
Every Saturday Book
Club, which was the
beginning of the
Westfield Public Li-
brary. She was in-
volved in the found-
ing of “Children’s
Country Home,”
which is now
Children’s Special-
ized Hospital.

Garland C. (Bud)
Boothe (1932-2009) -
Bud Boothe was a law-
maker, administrator,
volunteer, historian,
and servant to human-
ity. He helped acquire the Reeve
House for the Westfield Historical
Society. He led Westfield’s hugely
successful bicentennial celebration
in 1994. He achieved a number of
important advancements for the town
including the renovation of the NJ
Transit train station, replacement of
the Tuttle Parkway Bridge, founding
the Westfield Senior Citizen Housing
Corporation, and renovating the south
side traffic circle. He led a successful
“Stop the Mall” effort and obtained
approval for the creation of the
Westfield Downtown Development
Corporation.

Robert Clotworthy, (1932 – ?) -
Bob Clotworthy was a three-time state
diving champion, a two-time Eastern
interscholastic diving champion, a
five-time Big Ten diving champion, a
five-time National AAU, and a one-
time National Collegiate Athletic
Association diving champion. In
1952, he won the Olympic bronze
medal in Helsinki and in 1956 the
Olympic Gold Medal at Melbourne.

Robert Hoffman (1880-1953) -
Hoffman worked as a journalist on
several newspapers including the
Plainfield Courier News and the New
York Herald. He left New York and
became the editor and owner of the
Union County Standard. He also de-
voted time to historical research and
authoring several books about
Westfield and New Jersey.

H. Emerson Thomas (1903-2001)
- Emerson had an early career at
Phillips Petroleum. He created sev-
eral gas companies, which he sold to
Suburban Propane in 1958. He de-
signed and installed LP gas plants
throughout the country. He traveled
the country working on economic
studies, appraisals and accident cases.
Emerson was active in community
affairs in Westfield, including the Y

Board, the Westfield
Foundation, the
Westfield Community
Center, the United
Fund, and the Cham-
ber of Commerce. He
engineered the financ-
ing of the colonial
style Town Hall in the
50’s. He was known
as Mr. Westfield.

The Welch Family
(Since the mid 1800s)
- Charles Welch
opened Welch Broth-
ers Paint and Wallpa-
per in the 1860’s and
developed a patented
paint formula. William

Welch, as a township committeeman,
initiated the sewer system for
Westfield. Herbert Welch spear-
headed funding to build the Westfield
YMCA, and as a councilman mod-
ernized the fire department and sup-
ported building a new Town Hall.
Roger Welch is a world-renowned
conceptual artist whose work has been
exhibited at the Whitney and
Guggenheim museums in New York
and throughout the world.

Current Hall of Fame members are:
Charles Addams, Charles Apgar, Dr.
Virginia Apgar, Charles P. Bailey,
The Devlins (Harry and Wende),
Edward Ellsberg, The Fairbairn Fam-
ily, Sigismund Ivanowski, Gary
Kehler, The Pearsalls, Dr. Charles
Philhower, William Reeve, Anne
Revere, Jeff Torborg, and Charles
Wallace.

For more information about the
Westfield Historical Society or to be
come a member, call (908) 654-1794
or e-mail the society at
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.
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How Long Will It Take Westfield
To Hire More Firefighters?

I have a question for the Westfield
mayor and council. How many more
things have to burn down in Westfield
before you find the money to hire enough
firefighters to staff the truck company?
The game playing with safety should
stop. One of the primary responsibilities
of our government is to provide for the
safety of its citizens, is it not? I’ll prob-
ably get a migraine if I go and look at the
current budget to see programs Westfield
funds with tax money that are less impor-
tant than public safety and which haven’t
been subject to cuts or freezes.

It is wrong to have only six firefighters
on duty in a town the size of Westfield. To
have a ladder truck sit in the station
because there isn’t enough staffing to
operate it while waiting valuable minutes
for one from another town is absurd. This
latest example with the truck parked across
the street from the fire scene turns the
absurd into a tragic comedy.

 Over my years as a dispatcher and
police officer, I know that the longer your
response takes to get to the scene (with
enough manpower to do the job), the
more likely it is someone will burn to

death or the building will be lost. You
could have six fire vehicles show up a
minute after a 9-1-1 call, but they still
couldn’t fight the fire safely if each piece
of equipment had only one man on it!

 I don’t know what “expert” the coun-
cil consulted when deciding that six
firefighters was the correct manpower
level, but there are national standards for
the proper number of firefighters needed
to safely staff apparatus and fight fires. I
don’t see how the current manpower level
is acceptable by those standards, espe-
cially considering the density of visitors
the town draws on a daily basis. I’m left
to wonder if there are enough police
officers on duty when I find out how short
staffed the fire department is!

 Question: What’s worse for the
economy: Pension payments for a few
more firefighters, or the loss of dozens of
jobs and all the related money made off a
successful business in the heart of the
downtown? Then consider the cost in the
next fire could be a life that was otherwise
saved. What’s the price tag for that?

Vincent Kearney
Garwood


