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Twelve-Yr.-Old Promotes Bike,
Pedestrian Safety Awareness

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — While many children
awaited the food and fun at Westfield’s
Spring Fling street fair last week, Edison
Intermediate School student Ben Fried-
man attended for a different purpose: He
was on a mission to make the streets and
sidewalks of Westfield a safer place. The
12-year-old has teamed up with the
Stewart C. Gruskin Family Foundation
(SCGFF) to promote bicycle-pedestrian
safety as his Bar Mitzvah project.

Two years ago, 50-year-old Stuart
Gruskin of Westfield lost his life when a
delivery bicycle, pedaling the wrong way
down a one-way New York City street,
plowed into him as he walked to lunch.
His wife, Nancy, believed deaths like his
could be prevented, and launched the
SCGFF to promote better bicycle-pedes-
trian safety in New York City.

The SCGFF has already made great
strides, including Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s signing legislation into law,
which mandates the city’s proper report-
ing and collection of bicycle-pedestrian
statistics.

“Nancy is doing a great job in New
York City, but I want to educate Westfield
to prevent these types of accidents from
happening here,” Ben said.

He noted the amount of bicycles down-
town, especially on Friday afternoons
when many students traditionally walk or
ride there after school.

“I’ve walked in town and been very close
to having a kid riding a bike hit me,” he said.

Ben and Mrs. Gruskin believe many
people are simply unaware of the poten-
tial dangers when bicyclists and pedestri-
ans co-exist together.

“They’re not bad people…it’s that they
just don’t know,” Mrs. Gruskin said.
“When parents teach kids to ride bikes, of
course they say, [wear a] helmet, look
both ways…But, they also need to learn
and follow all the same rules as cars.”

Mrs. Gruskin emphasized that cycling
is wonderful, noting she herself just com-
pleted a “5 to Ride” 50-mile bike race in
in her husband’s memory. However, she
encouraged those who wish to ride con-
tinuously without making frequent stops
to consider doing so in a safer area, such
as a bike trail, as opposed to downtown
where bicyclists constantly interact with
pedestrians and motorists.

Ben explained his project was two-
fold: he wanted to educate local citizens,
and he wanted to raise money for the
SCGFF to continue its work. He made a
sizeable initial donation with his family.

At Westfield’s Spring Fling street on
May 1, Ben spent eight hours greeting
and encouraging both adults and children
to sign a simple 5-step “Pedal Pledge”
originated by the SCGFF.

The “5 to Ride” check list emphasizes
bicyclists must put pedestrians first, ride
in the proper direction with traffic flow,
and obey all lights and signals.

Ben particularly wanted to reach out to
young people, as he felt they ride the
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Prosecutor’s Office Looking
Into MusicFest Revenues

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office is investigating
whether all revenues from parking re-
ceipts at last year’s two-day MusicFest at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark have been ac-
counted for after a watchdog organiza-
tion claimed hundreds of thousands of
dollars were missing.

Union County officials have reported
that 80,000 persons attended the festival
and that parking was available for $10 a
day at the park or for free at other off-site
locations with transportation to Oak Ridge
provided.

According to the minutes of the Sep-
tember 16, 2010 Board of Chosen Free-
holders meeting, County Manager George
Devanney reported that the county paid
$500,000 to outside contractors to pro-
duce the festival. He said these costs were
offset by $150,000 received in private
sponsorships.

However, Tina Renna, president of the
Union County Watchdog Association
(UCWA), believes there may be up to
$250,000 in parking fees and additional
revenue from the sale of beer at the venue
not accounted for.

According to a copy of a letter dated
April 25 from the Attorney’s General
Office to Mrs. Renna and obtained by The
Westfield Leader and The Times, the
county prosecutor’s office has an “open
investigation” on the matter. Prosecutor
Ted Romankow previously sent a letter
to Mrs. Renna on March 18 asking for her
“assistance in providing us with any in-
formation regarding the missing monies
and source of this information.”

Mrs. Renna was skeptical on whether
prosecutor’s office was going to find
anything in its investigation.

“Why is Union County investigating
this? They can’t police themselves,” she

said.
Mrs. Renna told The Leader and The

Times that the UWA has been unable to
find receipts for any of the parking fees or
from the sale of beer. She said it was her
understanding that the county changed
Musicfest parking vendors last year.

She said the previous vendor estimated
that one-fourth or 20,000 of the cars com-
ing to Musicfest would have parked at Oak
Ridge generating $200,000 in revenue.

“My concern is this year’s vendor had
no apparent internal controls over the cash
intake. There were no tickets or receipts
issued, and it appeared that no one was
counting cars. The employees looked like
they were temps,” Mrs. Renna said in an e-
mail to The Leader and The Times.

County spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said
the county is cooperating with the probe.

“We’ve provided all documents to the
prosecutor’s office and are fully cooper-
ating with his office,” Mr. D’Elia said.
“MusicFest is a public-private partner-
ship and we’ve accounted for all public
monies involved in public meetings. We
are fully confident that everything was
done properly.”

John Holl, a spokesman for the
prosecutor’s office, could not shed any
light on any investigation. “I can neither
confirm nor deny any investigation as a
matter of course,” he said.

Nine Winners Announced in Westfield
United Fund Photo Contest

LOOK CLOSELY...The panorama above spells Westfield from the Westfield United Fund photo contest for students.

majority of bicycles downtown.
“I think hearing [that] someone died from

this, they’re going to change their perspec-
tive when riding their bikes,” Ben said.

Mrs. Gruskin reported that Ben secured
over 300 signatures for the “Petal Pledge.”

Ben said his friendship with the
Gruskins’ 14 year-old daughter, Samantha,
inspired him to take on the project.

“It was something I could do to help a
friend personally, but it could also be
good for the community at-large and help
a much bigger cause,” he said.

Ben has additionally posted pledges at
Edison School and hopes to expand to
include Roosevelt and other local schools.

“This is so much more than a Bar
Mitzvah project to me,” Ben said. “I love
this foundation, and I love helping them
out.”

Mrs. Gruskin said Samantha and her
entire family are very touched by his
grand gesture.

“I probably wouldn’t have been able to
reach all the young people Ben has,” she
said. “This was really thinking outside
the box. It was creative and a win-win
situation for us to have him, and such a
great thing for him, too.”

The Gruskin Foundation will honor
Ben with a “Youngest Advocate” award
at the SCGFF’s upcoming gala fundraiser
in New York City on May 19. The event
will feature the Rick Cantor Band, led by
the the Gruskin’s former neighbor and
Westfield resident, Rick Cantor. The
Farmhouse Store also donated merchan-
dise for a silent auction at the event.

Mrs. Gruskin, who was recently named
“New Yorker of the Week” by NY1 News,
will continue to champion bicycle-pe-
destrian safety in New York City and
expand awareness in New Jersey. Rutgers
University recently invited her for a “5 to
Ride” symposium there.

Ben said he is grateful to Mrs. Gruskin
for “showing him the ropes” and to his
entire family for their support and en-
couragement. He particularly wanted to
express appreciation to his mother, Stacy
Weinman, for motivating and supporting
him “the whole entire way.” He will
celebrate his Bar Mitzvah in November.

Those interested in signing a Pedal
Pledge may do so at www.5toride.org.
For more information on the gala
fundraiser or to make a donation, visit
gruskinfoundation.org.

SAFETY FIRST...Ben Friedman, 12,
looks to get passers by at Westfield’s
Spring Fling street fair on May 1 to
sign the Stewart C. Gruskin Family
Foundation pledge promoting bicycle-
pedestrian safety. Please see story at
left.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield United
Fund has announced the nine winners in its
“ABCs of Westfield” photography con-
test. The contest, launched in March, asked
students to submit photographs of objects
depicting the letters in “Westfield.” One
prize was awarded for each letter.

The winners and their schools are:
Dakota Williams, Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School (W); David Mark
Vaykhanskiy, Wilson School (E); Daniel
Han, Jefferson (S); Aidan Supranowitz,
Washington (T); Maxwell Lehnert,
Franklin (F); Madeline Motyczka, Holy
Trinity (I); Daniel Scalia, Holy Trinity
(E); Kyle Snyder, Tamaques (L), and
Lauren Lehnert, Franklin (D). The win-
ners each received a copy of the finished
picture and a $25 Westfield gift coin at
the fund’s annual meeting on May 10.

“We were extremely pleased by the
response and impressed by the cleverness
and creativity of all the entries,” said
Linda Maggio, WUF executive director.
“It was clear that this contest captured the
imagination of many students and their

families, as we noticed by several siblings
who participated. We hope all our young
people continue to look at our town with
such an observant and inventive eye.”

Over 100 entries were received from
students in nine different Westfield
schools. The images in the photographs
were drawn largely from the downtown,
parks and playgrounds. The final word
was chosen from a representative group
that best portrayed the spirit of the town.

The photography contest, a first for the
Westfield United Fund, was designed to
broaden awareness of the agency and its
work in the community among school
children and families. Copies of the fin-
ished picture will be made available as
part of the fund’s 75th anniversary cam-
paign this fall.

Since 1937, the Westfield United Fund
has partnered with local social services
agencies to help neighbors in need. At its
2011 annual meeting, the fund announced
grants totaling over $525,000 to 18 mem-
ber agencies. For additional information,
contact (908) 233-2113 or visit
www.westfieldunitedfund.org.

Human Trafficking
Topic of Forum

CRANFORD — The Union County
Republican Women have arranged to have
Kathy Friess of the New Jersey Human
Trafficking Task Force (NJHTTF) present
a program on how the Attorney General
and the Division of Criminal Justice with
state and federal law enforcement agen-
cies are addressing the problem of traf-
ficking of Humans in New Jersey. The
free program is open to the public and
will take place at 7 p.m. tonight, Thurs-
day, May 12, at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
For  information, e-mail
pcoronato@comcast.net.

Higher Ed. Council
To Examine Financials

TRENTON – Governor Chris Christie
has directed the Governor’s Higher Edu-
cation Council to examine the appropriate
levels of financial disclosures that public
college and university trustees must file
with the State Ethics Commission. Their
recommendations are due November 15,
2011.


