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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILL IT SURVIVE?...A Cranford resident is looking to save the former St.
Michaels Church Rectory, located at 12 Bloomingdale Avenue Cranford, from
demolition. The house dates back to 1870.

RVSA Struggles with Storm
Events; Will Pursue I&I

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The  Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s Board of Com-
missioners heard stories of flooding
within the facility and discussed mea-
sures to reduce and prevent future inci-
dents as well as reduce risks from them
at their April 28 meeting.

An April 16th storm caused flood-
ing in RVSA’s headworks building.
The plant sustained some damage as
a result. Executive Director James
Meehan, alluding to another similar
recent incident, commented, “We’re
getting good at this.”

Discussions were held with the com-
missioners about the possibility of
bypassing the headworks building on
an emergency basis. In a conversation
following the meeting, Mr. Meehan
expressed concerns about risks of
storm-related flows, especially in cases
of pumps failure or service issues. The
authority is considering contracting
with pump companies to have emer-
gency pumping capacity available on

an “on-call” basis.
During the meeting, the Authority’s

consulting engineer, Richard
Czekanski of Remington and Vernick,
described the RVSA’s plan to hold
discussions with town engineers to try
to alleviate inflow and infiltration (I&I)
issues. Chief among them is confirm-
ing separation of storm sewers from
sanitary sewers in communities where
they had previously been combined.

Prior conversations with RVSA per-
sonnel had revealed that sources of
these problems could range from
homeowners illegally discharging
sump pumps into sanitary sewers to
contractors erroneously connecting
stormwater discharges into the sani-
tary system to groundwater and wa-
terways seeping into the system due to
bad or failing seals on sewer piping.

Sanitary sewers are a town’s re-
sponsibility until they feed into
RVSA’s trunk lines. After the meet-
ing, Mr. Meehan confirmed that
RVSA would be pressing towns on
the I&I issue.When asked whether
the RVSA’s lawsuit against several
consultants and engineering firms
meant the abandonment of the co-
generation facility, Mr. Meehan stated
that it is “not being abandoned, but
suspended indefinitely.” He described
operation of the facility as “not cost
effective.”

A proposed trip to investigate ad-
dition of a “FOG” system to the plant
was deferred pending further investi-
gation of the system. Mr. Meehan
stated that the term FOG is short for
Fats, Oils and Greases. It is a system
that allows digestion of these materi-
als to increase gas production.
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Former Rectory, Circa 1870
Facing Demolition in CF
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — A single Cranford
resident is hopeful to save a home,
circa 1870, at 12 Bloomingdale Av-
enue, the former rectory of St.
Michael’s Church, from being de-
molished by its new owner. The owner
plans to rebuild a brand new home on
the lot.

Jim Buettner has gone before the
Union County Freeholders and the
Cranford Township Committee, and
has sent a letter to local realtors, to
seek their help in saving the house.

“They are destroying what
Cranford is all about,” Mr. Buettner
told The Leader and The Times. Mr.
Buettner has a history of restoring
older homes in the township.

He has proposed moving the house
to one of the township’s open proper-
ties. The owner of 12 Bloomingdale
Avenue has agreed to donate the house
and allow the house to be moved, Mr.
Buettner said, but it would have to be
completed by mid-May, the owner
told him. Calls to the owner were not
returned.

“I would love to save the house,
and I am looking at it from a prac-
tical perspective and I don’t see
how it would work, short of the
owner saying we would have at least
six months to move the house,” said
the chairwoman of the historic pres-
ervation advisory board, Maureen
Strazdon.

Ms. Strazdon believes the cost to
move the house would be around
$100,000, and about another
$100,000 to restore the house. She
said that she told the mayor of
Cranford, “Given the costs and the
township’s finances, I cannot recom-
mend the township do this.”

Ed O’Malley, liaison to the historic
preservation advisory board, said it
would cost about $50,000 to $100,000
to move the house. He said given the
costs involved, that the township
would be “break even at best” with a
possible sale.

In the 1990s, the owners of the
house then had won the historical
society’s preservation award for
their efforts in restoring the house,
and about four to five years ago
they sold it Ms. Strazdon said. Since
then the house was foreclosed on
and has been neglected. The roof
has been breached and water has
damaged some of the ceilings in-

side the house.
Deeming the house historic accord-

ing to state guidelines is another op-
tion of saving the house, but the
Italianite architectural style of the
house is seen in other homes around
the township, which is one reason
why the house may not be able to be
considered historic, according to Ms.
Strazdon.

“The house would have to be eli-
gible. It does not fit any of the criteria
[to have it be considered historic ac-
cording to state guidelines],” she said.

Mr. Buettner told the township
committee at the April 26 meeting
that it does have “historical and ar-
chitectural merit.”

 “I always thought this was a beau-
tiful house,” Township Mayor Dan
Aschenbach said. “We have to look at
this seriously, and not let this go by.”

He said that being given a “free
house” would make selling one of the
township’s properties more appeal-
ing to buyers, but had concerns about
insurance and the costs associated
with moving the house.

At the township committee meet-
ing, it was announced that Cranford’s
budget has a surplus of $58,000.

Bette Jane Kowalski, Union County
freeholder and Cranford resident, was
in attendance of the township com-
mittee meeting, and she told The
Leader and The Times that “as a resi-
dent I would like to see every histori-
cal property preserved, but the eco-
nomic conditions are not there.”

“With the budget the way it is, no
one wants to spend money on any-
thing but essentials. It would be a
shame in a few years from now that it
is realized that the house was torn
down and nothing was done to save
it; it would be too late,” said Deb
Murphy, a member of The Hanson
Park Conservancy, an historic prop-
erty on Springfield Avenue owned by
the township.

Ms. Murphy said that Mr. Buettner
had a mover look at the house, and the
mover said  the house is in a condition
to be relocated.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) touched on a number of national
and state issues during an interview
at the offices of The Westfield Leader
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
offices on April 27.

Speaking on President Barack
Obama’s appointment of current CIA
Director Leon Panetta as secretary of
defense, replacing retiring Secretary
of Defense Robert Gates, Rep Lance
commented, “I think it is a good
appointment. Obviously, this will be
a matter to come before the United
States Senate for its advice and con-
sent.”

“I think Secretary of Defense Gates
has been an excellent secretary of
defense and I was pleased to see
President Obama continue Secretary
of Defense Gates in office,” Rep.
Lance said.

Mr. Gates, who is retiring this sum-
mer after four years in office, was
appointed by former President George
W. Bush in 2006 after replacing
Donald Rumsfeld. Mr. Panetta served
as chief of staff for former President
Bill Clinton. The President also
named Gen. David Petraeus, now
running the war effort in Afghani-
stan, as CIA chief.

“I’ve heard good things about Gen.
Petraeus for 30 years,” Rep. Lance
said. “I think he did an outstanding
job in his military assignments and I
am sure he will do a fine job in the
CIA. It demonstrates that the Presi-
dent believes that the CIA [director]
is an extremely important position.”

On the issue of rising gasoline
prices, the Congressman said he fa-
vors drilling for oil in the Gulf of
Mexico. “I’ve been critical of the
President on the moratorium (not to
drill following the BP oil spill last
year). Obviously, we want drilling to
be safe, for all safeguards to be in
place…However, I point out that oth-
ers are drilling in the Gulf of Mexico
including, for example, the Chinese.
I hope that the moratorium will be
lifted.”

The Congressman serves on the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, which has jurisdiction over
oil drilling. “And I can assure that, on
a bipartisan basis, the committee
wants more drilling in the Gulf of
Mexico,” Rep. Lance said.

“But I hope that the White House
works with Congress in addressing
this issue particularly because we are
about to enter the driving season for
the summer,” the Congressman said.

Rep. Lance said he agrees with
House Speaker John Boehner (R-
Ohio) that Congress should consider
suspending the $4 billion in federal
subsidies to the oil industry.

When asked if the new Republican
majority in the House of Representa-
tives was making progress in Washing-
ton, he said, “We control one-half of
one-third of the federal government.”

“However, that is better than no
majority at all,” he said. “In my first
term in congress (2009-2010) I criti-
cized and observed, but whatever the
majority (Democrats) wanted oc-
curred,” Rep. Lance said.

He said the President now under-
stands that the federal government

must address the annual federal defi-
cits, which is now $1.7 trillion, the
highest deficit as a percentage of
Gross Domestic Product since 1945.
He said Congress recently to cut fed-
eral spending by $38 billion for 2011.
“It’s a drop in the bucket in compari-
son to the problem, but it is the first
time in modern history that there has
been a reduction in the budget,” he
said. The current budget is $3.6 tril-
lion with the overall national debt
standing at $14 trillion.

“I hope that next year the annual
deficit is reduced,” Rep. Lance said.
“We clearly cannot wait until tomor-
row because...these deficits are much
higher as a percentage of DGP than
traditionally has been the case and
others across the globe, including the
Chinese, are beginning to question
our creditworthiness.”

“There are many on the other side
(Democrats) that believe we need
further stimulus, further deficit spend-
ing. I philosophically disagree with
that,” Rep. Lance said. “I believe we
will create more jobs in this country
if we have lower deficits.” He said
lowering the unemployment rate from
9 to 6 percent “would have an enor-
mous impact on lowering annual defi-
cits.”

Speaking on foreign affairs, the
Congressman said he “does not want
to stay in Afghanistan forever.”

“I only favor our presence there if
it is in the national security interests
of the United States. I do not believe
in nation building,” he said. “I don’t
want to spend American treasure
and…American blood unless it is
essential to the national security in-
terests of this country.”

When asked if he would support
U.S. involvement in Syria, the Con-
gressman commented, “I believe we
have our hands full,” noting that the
United States currently has 100,000
troops in Afghanistan and 47,000
troops in Iraq.

He added that he does not support
sending U.S. military troops into
Libya. “I want a clear understanding
of what the goal is in Libya. Is it
merely to help the insurgents or is it
regime change (removal of Muammar
al-Gaddafi)? I don’t think the goal
has been well stated.”

On Israel-Palestinian relations, he
said he supports a “strong, free Is-
rael” and favors a “two-state solution
where the Palestinians recognize the
right of Israel to exist in peace and
security as a Jewish State.” The Con-
gressman is one of four co-chairs of
the Israeli Republican caucus.

The Congressman also commented
on the recent redrawing of the state’s
40 legislative districts. He said he was
disappointed that Somerset County is
now covered by six districts while his
home county of Hunterdon is repre-
sented by three districts.

The process to redraw Congres-
sional districts lines begins in June
with the selection of a 12-member
commission. New Jersey, which will
be losing a seat due to population
shifts to other states, will be moving
from 13 to 12 House seats.

Mr. Lance said he hopes the Sev-
enth District will stay intact as it has
gained population more than some
other North Jersey districts.

Assembly Votes to Eliminate Pres. Prim.
TRENTON –  A bill  (A-3777) that

would move New Jersey’s February
Presidential Primary Election back to
June, to be held with the regular parti-
san primary elections, passed the Gen-
eral Assembly on Monday by a vote of
76- 0.

“It costs between $8 to $12 million
to hold a separate Presidential Pri-
mary in February, money that, in this
economic climate, could be put to
much better use than ensuring New
Jerseyans can pick their party’s can-
didate for President on the same day
as half the nation,” said Asm. Joe
Cryan (D-20, Union), one of the spon-
sors of the bill.

The measure now heads to the
state Senate for further consider-
ation.
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