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Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO CELL TOWER...Scotch Plains residents applaud the Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment’s decision last Wednesday to
reject T-Mobile’s application for a 120-foot monopole cell tower at the Willow Grove Swim Club. The decision follows board
hearings that began last summer.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FERRARO’S FIRE...A six-alarm fire raged through Ferraro’s Restaurant in
Westfield last Thursday, destroying the landmark establishment. Twenty-one fire
departments from surrounding towns were on hand to help fight the blaze, which
burned out of control for three hours. See goleader.com/photos.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINNER’S CIRCLE...Sporting festive hats, a great time was had by all at a
Kentucky Derby party hosted by Patty O’Connor last Saturday. Even Harry the
dog had fun.

Grand Re-Opening
Tonight at Brookside
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Recreation Commission invites
the community to attend the grand re-
opening ceremony for Brookside Park at
5:30 p.m. tonight, Thursday, May 12.

The ceremony will feature speeches
from Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Freeholders. Also included will be
the dedication of the backstop to Dom
Lawrence, a former township recreation
commissioner and former commissioner
of the St. Bart’s Softball League.

Brookside Park’s baseball field went
through a complete makeover in the off-
season. The facility features a new back-
stop, new fence work, a re-graded infield
and new player bench area, as well as
new bleachers for spectators.

Following the ceremony, the St. Bart’s
Softball League will kick off its 2011
season with the inaugural game at the
renovated Brookside Park. For more in-
formation, call the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Department at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 1223.

Fanwood Introduces $5.6 Million
Borough Budget; Tax Rate Down

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Borough Council, at
Tuesday night’s regular monthly
meeting, introduced a 2011 munici-
pal budget that rings up at nearly
$5.6 million.

The borough’s Chief Financial Of-
ficer, Fred Tomkins, said the “num-
bers are reasonably good.” He ex-
plained during a presentation that the
municipal tax rate “is going to be
down for the first time in several
years.”

Mr. Tomkins said that although
state aid is expected to remain
“stable,” and “several budget items
increased” (notably public pension

costs and reserves for anticipated tax
appeals), these were “offset by other
adjustments” and increases in con-
struction code, municipal court and
other revenues.

As a result, Mr. Tomkins said, the
average Fanwood taxpayer could see
an overall (including municipal,
county and school taxes) 2011 tax
decrease of about $19.40 in the final
budget, which he said “may not seem
like a huge number, but most people
will be happy to see any decrease.”
He also noted that no services are
being cut and the borough still re-
mains “significantly below” the
state’s mandated 2-percent cap.

Breaking down the numbers, Mr.
Tomkins and Mayor Mahr provided a

budget spreadsheet that highlights a
3.68-percent municipal- tax decrease,
a 2.12-percent school-tax decrease
and a 2.22-percent county-tax in-
crease.

But, Mr. Tomkins also indicated
that the public library line item is
now removed from the municipal
budget and will be assessed as a
separate tax averaging about $147.20
per household this year.

Councilman Anthony Parenti, who
heads up the governing body’s Ad-
ministration and Finance Commit-
tee, said, “Fanwood is going to be
one of the very few towns where we
see a [municipal] tax
decrease…during very difficult
times.”

Mr. Tomkins said this will be pos-
sible because the “mayor and coun-
cil have been extremely frugal in
preparing the [last several]
budgets…keeping appropriations
down when revenues were down,”
and addressing issues like
downsizing “before many other
towns” took them up seriously.

“We did the hard things we had to
do when we had to do them,” said
Mr. Tomkins.

Mayor Mahr said the governing
body will hold a public hearing on
the municipal budget on Tuesday,
June 14, prior to its adoption.

While the mayor said the budget is
“one we can all breathe easy over,”
she emphasized, “there is no fat on
any of the bones,” and indicated that
this would likely be the case for the
foreseeable future.

“If we like living in a small
community…we need to constantly
figure out how we can keep ahead of
the curve,” said Mayor Mahr, point-
ing to her administration’s goal of
providing “the same services you’ve
come to expect, but maybe done in a
different way.”

For example, Mayor Mahr refer-
enced a “continuing conversation”
regarding possible shared-services
ventures, especially with the school
board.

“There is a tremendous amount of
opportunity there [to look at sharing
services]…you have to be diligent
over where every dollar goes,” she
added.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROGRESS...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr Tuesday night points to renderings
of the future Fanwood Crossing development at the corner of South and Martine
Avenues. A ground-breaking ceremony is planned for Thursday, May 19.

County Health Insurance,
Prescription Pacts to Rise

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Health insurance
and prescription coverage for some
2,800 Union County employees and
600-plus retirees is set to increase a
combined $4.2 million.

Cigna, the county’s health insur-
ance provider the past two years, is
seeking a 4.43-percent increase in
premiums, or $1.5 million, for a total
contract of $46.5 million. The
county’s health insurance policy
jumped 34 percent last year, from
$33 million to $44.9 million.

The company is also set to replace
Medco RX as the provider for the
county’s prescription coverage at
$12.1 million, an increase of $2.7
million over what Medco was paid in
2010. Medco’s $9.4-million contract
in 2010 represented a 9-percent de-
crease from 2009.

In 2010, the county experienced
140 employee insurance claims of

$25,000 or more, with 15 of those
amounting to $100,000 or more and
four in excess of $250,000, accord-
ing to a letter published in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in May 2010
from Matthew Presutti of Brown &
Brown Metro, Inc., the county’s in-
surance broker.

The new contracts would be affected
Wednesday, July 1. The freeholders are
expected to vote on both resolutions at
tonight’s regular meeting.

In other business, the board con-
sidered a resolution for $2.8 million
to KemperSports, the Illinois-based
company that operates the two
county-owned golf courses, Gallop-
ing Hill in Kenilworth and Ashbrook
in Scotch Plains. Al Faella, director
of the Department of Recreation and
Community Renewal, said the amount
of the contract “reflects the entire
amount that will be for operating
expenses for the year, including sala-
ries, course and grounds materials,
equipment, food and beverage sup-
plies, rain supplies and all other asso-
ciated operating costs.”

“Kemper took over the total man-
agement of the golf courses as of
April 1. This $2.8 million is about a
$600,000 reduction that we will see
over the next year or so and could be
potentially more,” Mr. Faella told the
freeholders. He said his department’s
staff will be “checking and monitor-
ing” the Kemper bills on a monthly
basis before they are submitted to the
county’s finance department for pay-
ment.

He also said the county expects to
see a significant drop in overtime
costs, as well as savings in purchases
of supplies and equipment, through
KemperSports.

The board also considered a reso-
lution last Thursday to enter into a
contract with Access to Money of
Whippany, an ATM machine provider,
to install, maintain and repair ATM
machines at eight locations in the
county. Liz Genievich, director of
administrative services, said the
county would receive a 20-percent
commission on the transaction fees,
representing an increase of 5 percent
over the current contract.

Among the locations of the ma-
chines are the county courthouse,
county jail, Ruotolo Justice Center in
Elizabeth, public safety building in
Westfield and Runnells Specialized
Hospital. Freeholder Dan Sullivan
suggested that the machines also be
added to the county’s golf courses
and the Warinanco Skating Rink.

The freeholders heard a request
from Joan Wheeler, administrator of
Runnells Hospital, to enter into a
month-to-month contract with Al-
ways Caring Medical Transportation,
the hospital’s current ambulance ser-
vice, at $60,000.

Ms. Wheeler said Runnells is in the
process of re-bidding for ambulance
services. She said funds spent for am-
bulance services that are not reim-
bursed through Medicaid, or by pri-
vate insurance companies, must be
picked up by the county.

SP-F BOE Re-Elects
Whitehouse as President

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The ScotchPlains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) meeting held last Thursday,
Trip Whitehouse was re-elected as
the board’s president, while Nancy
Bauer was elected as vice-president.

BOE Secretary Anthony Del Sordi
reported the results of the recent
BOE elections. Of 15,983 registered
voters in Scotch Plains, 2,421 voted
and passed the school budget – 1,516
voted in favor of the budget and 861
voted against.

In Fanwood, where 5,035 voters
are registered, 1,030 cast their vote,
passing the budget 671 votes to 345.

 New board members from Scotch
Plains, Douglas Layne and Warren
McFall, drew 1,122 votes and 991
votes, respectively. Jeanne Cleary
drew 428 votes to claim the Fanwood
seat. All three were sworn in for a
term of three years.

The board re-appointed Mr. Del
Sordi as the Qualified Purchasing
Agent and made TD Bank the official
depository for school funds. The
board made TD Bank, New Jersey
Cash Management Fund, Indepen-
dence Bank, MBIA-Class and Ben-
eficial Bank designated banks and
agencies for investment purposes.

The board unanimously approved
the holding of all future BOE meetings
in the administrative building on Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch

Plains. All agenda-setting and regular
public meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m.
The board will meet in executive ses-
sion at 7:30 p.m., and the public por-
tions are set to begin at 8 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for
today, Thursday, May 12, at 7:30
p.m. A regular public meeting is also
scheduled for Tuesday, May 26, at
7:30 p.m.
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Fire Guts Ferraro’s Restaurant,
Damages Nearby Buildings in WF

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A six-alarm fire raged
through Ferraro’s Restaurant, located at
8 Elm Street, in the early morning hours
on May 5, gutting the landmark establish-
ment and displacing tenants and busi-
nesses surrounding the restaurant.

According to Deputy Fire Chief David
Kelly, at approximately 12:03 a.m., Bat-
talion Chief Scott Miller looked out a
window at the firehouse and observed
flames coming from the entrance of
Ferraro’s. Simultaneously, individuals
passing by the station on North Avenue
began banging on the firehouse door,
alerting the department to the fire.

Upon arrival, Deputy Chief Kelly stated
firefighters were faced with heavy fire
coming from the front of the building at
the entrance leading to the pizzeria sec-
tion of the restaurant.

Deputy Chief Kelly reported the fire
was out of control, and additional aid was
requested. Westfield police were at the
scene and had evacuated the three apart-
ments located above the restaurant.

The blaze quickly escalated to a six-
alarm fire, and units from the following
fire departments responded: Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth,
Fanwood, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Linden, Millburn,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Plainfield, Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch
Plains, South Plainfield, Springfield,

Summit and Union. At the height of the
fire, approximately 80 firefighters were
at the scene. Personnel from the respond-
ing departments handled coverage at
Westfield’s fire headquarters and the
Westfield Rescue Squad was standing by
at the scene.

One firefighter did sustain minor inju-
ries and was treated at Complete Care in
Scotch Plains. No other serious injuries
were reported.

Deputy Chief Kelly stated that the fire
raged for several hours before finally
being deemed under control at approxi-
mately 3 a.m.

As the sun came up on Thursday morn-
ing, light was shed on the extent of dam-
age caused by fire, smoke and water.
“Not one portion of the restaurant was not
affected by the fire,” Deputy Chief Kelly
said.

The temporary loss of Ferraro’s, a
Westfield staple since 1969, will cer-
tainly leave a void in the community
much greater than that left by the charred
remains in what has turned out to be a
real-life nightmare on Elm Street.

Chuck Murray, son-in-law of Anna
and Palmiro Ferraro and a constant fix-
ture at the restaurant, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the family is
taking things in stride, and considering
the circumstances, is “doing good.”

“The Ferraro family has been over-
whelmed by how wonderful people have
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