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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CRAWFISH FESTIVAL...Although not at the New Orleans Jazz Festival, residents enjoy crawfish and jambalaya at 16
Prospect Street in Westfield while dining outside on May 1.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WINNER’S CIRCLE...Sporting festive hats, a winning time was had by all at a
Kentucky Derby party hosted by Patty O’Connor last Saturday.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FERRARO’S FIRE...A six-alarm fire raged through Ferraro’s Restaurant in
Westfield last Thursday destroying the landmark establishment. Twenty-one fire
departments from surrounding towns were on hand to help fight the blaze, which
burned out of control for three hours. For more photos visit goleader.com/photos.

Six-Alarm Fire Guts Ferraro’s;
Destroys Apts., Offices, Boutique

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A six-alarm fire
raged through Ferraro’s Restaurant,
located at 8 Elm Street, in the early
morning hours on May 5, gutting the
landmark establishment and displac-
ing tenants and businesses surround-
ing the restaurant.

According to Deputy Fire Chief
David Kelly, at approximately 12:03
a.m., Battalion Chief Scott Miller
looked out a window at the firehouse
and observed flames coming from
the entrance of Ferraro’s. Simulta-
neously, individuals passing by the
station on North Avenue began bang-
ing on the firehouse door, alerting the
department to the fire.

Upon arrival, Deputy Chief Kelly
stated firefighters were faced with
heavy fire coming from the front of
the building at the entrance leading to
the pizzeria section of the restaurant.

Deputy Chief Kelly reported the
fire was out of control, and additional
aid was requested. Westfield police
were at the scene and had evacuated
the three apartments located above
the restaurant.

The blaze quickly escalated to a
six-alarm fire, and units from the
following fire departments re-
sponded: Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood,
Garwood, Hillside, Kenilworth, Lin-
den, Millburn, Mountainside, New
Providence, Plainfield, Roselle,

Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, South
Plainfield, Springfield, Summit and
Union. At the height of the fire, ap-
proximately 80 firefighters were at
the scene. Personnel from the re-
sponding departments handled cov-
erage at Westfield’s fire headquarters
and the Westfield Rescue Squad was
standing by at the scene.

One firefighter did sustain minor
injuries and was treated at Complete
Care in Scotch Plains. No other seri-
ous injuries were reported.

Deputy Chief Kelly stated that the
fire raged for several hours before
finally being deemed under control
at approximately 3 a.m.

As the sun came up on Thursday
morning, light was shed on the extent
of damage caused by fire, smoke and
water. “Not one portion of the restau-
rant was not affected by the fire,”
Deputy Chief Kelly said.

The temporary loss of Ferraro’s, a
Westfield staple since 1969, will cer-
tainly leave a void in the community
much greater than that left by the
charred remains in what has turned
out to be a real-life nightmare on Elm
Street.

Chuck Murray, son-in-law of Anna
and Palmiro Ferraro and a constant
fixture at the restaurant, told The
Westfield Leader  that the family is
taking things in stride, and consider-
ing the circumstances, is “doing
good.”

“The Ferraro family has been over-
whelmed by how wonderful people
have been,” he said. “We would like
to thank the people and even our
competitors who have been great.
You always hear about negative
things, and here is a situation where I
can say people have really been won-
derful in a time of crisis.”

He stated that he knows the build-
ing “looks like an eyesore right now,”
and the family has already met with
an architect and builder. “We know
we have an obligation to the town to
rebuild as quickly as possible,” Mr.
Murray said. “We want to build some-
thing beautiful for the community
and our loyal customers. It will be
better than ever.” Palmiro Ferraro,
Inc. owns the majority of the build-
ing, while the building that housed
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WF Council Discusses Fire Dept.
Platoons; Hears from Ferraro’s
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At the start of Tues-
day night’s Westfield Town Council
meeting, Chuck Murray of Ferraro’s
Restaurant was called to the micro-
phone by Mayor Andy Skibitsky fol-
lowing last week’s devastating fire of
what the mayor called “one of our
Westfield institutions.”

Mr. Murray thanked the town for
all of its assistance on behalf of the
Ferraro family and said that the fam-
ily is most thankful that no one was
hurt. While the fire destroyed the
restaurant, he said the family plans to
rebuild and are “coming back as
strong as ever.” He said that the res-
taurant will begin a take out business
from their South Elmer Street cater-
ing facility on Friday.

Mayor Skibitsky said, “I thank our
firefighters and police officers for the
wonderful job that they did” and that
they “contained the fire just to that
building.”

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident John
Blake told the council that residents
have a “basic need for protection”
and that “we can’t use” the fire
department’s ladder truck due to a
lack of manpower. He said the fire
department currently has 32
firefighters and that the town should
hire an expert to tell them what their
staffing levels should be.

Mr. Blake also cited a recent ISO
report, which is done for insurance
purposes, stating that while the re-
port was issued this year, the data that
the report was based on for staffing of
the fire department was collected sev-
eral years earlier when the town had
a greater number of firefighters.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that while the town had nine-
man platoons when the last ISO re-
port was done in 1992, the town had
a lower score then for manpower than
it did in the 2011 report with three,
seven-man platoons and one eight-
man platoon. He said while the town’s
rating dropped, it “has very little to
do with manpower” but was based on
communication and water supply is-
sues.

Mr. Gildea said the fire and police
departments did a “phenomenal job”
on the night of the Ferraro’s fire. He
said the police officers who responded
to the scene evacuated the apartments,
including having to break down the
door of an apartment that ultimately
collapsed in order to evacuate the
resident. He specifically credited
Battalion Chief Scott Miller for call-
ing mutual aid, additional Westfield
firefighters and volunteers, saying that
the size of the this particular fire
“could (have been) catastrophic to

downtown.”
Mike Sawicki, president of the

Mutual Firefighters Benevolent As-
sociation (FMBA), said while the
firefighters are there to protect and
serve, and while he understands that
“things are tight” with the town’s
budget, the union wants four, nine-
man crews.

In other business, the council
passed a resolution to authorize the
mayor to enter into a development
agreement with Michael Mahoney
for a subdivision on Fourth Avenue.
According to Councilman James
Foerst, the five property subdivision

was approved by the planning board
and the agreement with the town cov-
ers drainage, maintenance and road
issues.

The development will have a new
street, which will be called Brandt
Court in honor of the late Charles

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
STATE CHAMP...Westfield High
School State Wrestling Champion,
Christian Barber, received a procla-
mation from Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
at the town council meeting Tuesday
night.
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MS BOE Installs New
Members; Disputes GL Rep.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) held a reorganization meeting
Tuesday following the school board
election held on April 27.

In addition to ratifying the 2011-
2012 school budget of approximately
$15 million by a vote of 591 to 400,
Mountainside residents elected a new
board member to a three-year term,
Dante Gioia, and reelected members
Cathy Jakositz (three-year term) and
Carolyn Williams (one year-term).

As covered in previous editions of
The Leader, the new board will face
significant budget issues due in part
to recent cutbacks in state aid and a
miscalculation in the number of stu-
dents who attended Governor
Livingston High School last year.

The board previously proposed
several initiatives to counter the cur-
rent budget shortfall, including sub-
scription busing, a “pay to play” op-
tion for co-curricular activities and
sports, and the before, after-school,
and summer camp programs’ admin-
istration by the Westfield YMCA.

In addition, six positions in the
district were to be eliminated in order

to further cut expenditures; however,
two members of the staff have since
retired and one staff member resigned,
thus removing the necessity of re-
ducing all six positions.

During the reorganization portion
of the meeting, James Ruban was
elected the new board president, re-
placing Mary Beth Schaumberg,
while Christopher Minks was elected
vice-president, replacing Ms.
Jakositz.

The first official act of the newly
reformed board was to approve Act-
ing Business Administrator Daniel
Saragnese as board secretary, a posi-
tion he has held for the past year. Mr.
Saragnese has been predominantly
involved in assisting the
Mountainside School District in clos-
ing the current budget shortfall.

The approval of professional ser-
vices personnel was tabled for the
board’s executive session, as there
was no clear consensus in retaining
the services of the school attorney,
the school physician and the labor
counsel/negotiator for the next year.

Mr. Minks commented on the pro-
fessional service personnel stating,
“I think there’s a little bit of change

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET CONCERNS…The Mountainside Board of Education met Tuesday
night at which time board members, including new member Dante Gioia,
provided input into the school budget and other issues.

County Health Insurance,
Prescription Pacts to Rise

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH - Health insurance
and prescription coverage for some
2,800 Union County employees and
600 plus retirees is set to increase a
combined $4.2 million.

Cigna, the county’s health insur-
ance provider the past two years, is
seeking a 4.43-percent increase in
premiums, or $1.5 million, for a
total contract of $46.5 million. The
county’s health insurance policy
jumped 34 percent last year from
$33 million to $44.9 million.

The company is also set to replace
Medco RX as the provider for the
county’s prescription coverage at
$12.1 million, an increase of $2.7
million over what Medco was paid
in 2010. Medco’s $9.4-million con-
tract in 2010 represented a 9-per-
cent decrease from 2009.

In 2010, the county experienced
140 employee insurance claims of
$25,000 or more, with 15 of those
amounting to $100,000 or more and
four in excess of $250,000, accord-
ing to a letter published in The
Westfield Leader in May 2010 from
Matthew Presutti of Brown & Brown
Metro, Inc., the county’s insurance
broker. The new contracts will begin
Wednesday, July 1. The freeholders
are expected to vote on both resolu-
tions at tonight’s regular meeting.

In other business, the board con-
sidered a resolution for $2.8 million
to KemperSports, the Illinois-based
company that operates the two

county-owned golf courses, Gallop-
ing Hill in Kenilworth and Ashbrook
in Scotch Plains. Al Faella, director
of the Department of Recreation
and Community Renewal, said the
amount of the contract “reflects the
entire amount that will be for oper-
ating expenses for the year, includ-
ing salaries, course and grounds
materials, equipment, food and bev-
erage supplies, rain supplies and all
other associated operating costs.”

“Kemper took over the total man-
agement of the golf courses as of
April 1. This $2.8 million is about a
$600,000 reduction that we will see
over the next year or so and could be
potentially more,” Mr. Faella told
the freeholders. He said his
department’s staff will be “check-
ing and monitoring” the Kemper
bills on a monthly basis before they
are submitted to the county’s fi-
nance department for payment. He
also said the county expects to see a
significant drop in overtime costs,
as well as savings in purchases of
supplies and equipment, through
KemperSports.

The board also considered a reso-
lution last Thursday to enter into a
contract with Access to Money of
Whippany, an ATM machine pro-
vider, to install, maintain and repair
ATM machines at eight locations in
the county. Liz Genievich, director
of administrative services, said the
county would receive a 20-percent
commission on the transaction fees,
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Special Townwide Edition with the 39th Annual This Is Westfield


