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CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
78 Winans Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

908.276.7611   www.cdctheatre.org

May 6-21,    2011
   May 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 @     8p; May 15 @ 2p

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
                                      presents

NJYT to Hold ‘Arts
Supports Art’ Fundraiser

BEST REVIVAL...The cast members from New Jersey Youth Theatre’s 2006
production of “Ragtime,” which Peter Filichia, Star-Ledger theater reviewer,
named best revival for that year.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Youth Theatre (NJYT) will host its
“Arts Supports Art” auction at the
James Ward Mansion, 169 East Broad
Street, on Thursday, May 12, from 6
to 9 p.m.  Attendees will have the
opportunity to bid on paintings, ce-
ramics and jewelry from New Jersey
artists, as well as from alumni and
friends of NJYT. Admission is free.

This event is the first of a series of
fundraisers planned for the statewide
theater as it mounts a campaign to
fortify the organization which, like
cultural non-profits nationwide, was
hard hit by the recession of recent
years.After 20 years of serving the
talented youth of the Westfield area
and the Garden State, NJYT, regret-
tably, with the significant loss of bene-
factors largely due to the economy,
finds itself in a precarious position as
the summer draws near.

The 20-year NJYT free summer
program is threatened by the down-
turn in funding, but the organization
is determined to not only recoup the
temporary shortfall, but continue to
remain at the core of the New Jersey
arts scene. “During this difficult time,
we have decided to not shrink back,
but to face the challenges of this
economy head-on,” said Cynthia
Meryl, NJYT Artistic Director.

“We are delighted to offer our space
to the New Jersey Youth Theatre dur-
ing this difficult time for the arts,”
said John Ward, owner of the New
Orleans-inspired mansion, a beauti-
fully renovated venue where guests
will enjoy historic charm and elegance
amid the mansion’s 24 foot ceilings,
gold gilded architectural detail, spi-
ral staircases, fireplaces, and French
appointments.

“When Cynthia called to request
our assistance, we didn’t hesitate to
lend a hand,” said Jennifer and
Stephen Quaranta, owners of the
Westfield catering firm Clyne and
Murphy, who will donate catering for
the affair. “NJYT is a tremendous
asset to New Jersey, serving youth
from Newark, Westfield, and from
communities all over this state,” said
Mrs. Quaranta.

“We have provided 20 years of free
summer programs,” said Ms. Meryl.
“We don’t just teach theatre. Kids
learn about teamwork and discipline,
and they emerge with a lifetime ap-
preciation of theatre,” she said.

Kwame Micah, an NJYT alumnus
from Newark, spoke firsthand of his
experience with the theatre. “I cannot
think of any other place where I would

have had the opportunity to perform
in an upscale, professional-level pro-
duction. They put all of my flaws
aside and looked at the potential rather
than the polished ability. This pro-
gram is one of the few places where
inner-city young performers can re-
ceive this exclusive training,” he said.

“I’ve not yet come into a class
where I wasn’t the best-informed stu-
dent in the room,” said alumnus
Caroline Moore. It is no wonder that
NJYT performances have caught the
eye of Star-Ledger theatre reviewer
Peter Filichia, who called NJYT’s
Carousel the “Best Surprise of 2007”
and Ragtime, the Musical and
Sweeney Todd the “best musical re-
vivals” of 2006 and 2009.

While NJYT’s summer program is
free to participating youth, the non-
profit theatre must cover expenses
through ticket sales and contributions.
NJYT will incur expenses of more
than $115,000 this coming summer
for its professional-grade summer
production of Kiss Me Kate in asso-
ciation with the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark.
NJYT hopes to cover more than half
of the expenses through contribu-
tions and special events such as the
“Arts Supports Art” auction.

As to the other fundraisers, NJPAC
has generously donated four June 22
tickets and four dinners at the The-
atre Square Grill as prizes for an
NJYT raffle, and Two River Commu-
nity Bank, 520 South Avenue in
Westfield, has invited NJYT to hold
its 20th annual car wash on its pre-
mises on May 7 from 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.

For further information about any
of the above-mentioned fundraisers,
or supporting NJYT, call (908) 233-
3200 or visit njyouththeatre.org. Tax-
deductible contributions may be
mailed to New Jersey Youth Theatre,
656 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ
07090.

A Chorus Line is More Than
Just ‘One Singular Sensation’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK — Dancers and singers
love the musical A Chorus Line be-
cause somewhere in it is a character
who articulates their own back-story.
Yet the 1975 musical – historically the
fourth longest running musical on the
Broadway stage – is also the story of
any human being who is going through
an audition/interview process, look-
ing for acceptance and putting himself
on “the line.”

The week of April 26 – May 1 saw
the New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC) hosting NETworks, the
traveling company of the iconic show.
The professional production blos-
somed with a young, talented cast that
brought to life the book by James
Kirkwood and Nicholas Dante and
familiar songs with music by Marvin
Hamlisch and lyrics by Edward
Kleban.

The musical’s tone is set by a stark
stage that sees characters auditioning
for a production being cast by a won-
derfully played no-nonsense director
named Zach (Ryan Steer). His assis-
tant choreographer, marvelous dancer
Larry (Netanel Bellaishe), puts the
dancers through a grueling audition.
From the first song, “I Hope I Get It”
we learn that each person is desperate
to land the job. The short but poignant
solo portion by Paul (Gaspare DiBlasi),
“Who am I anyway, am I my re-
sume…” is hauntingly real.

As with any audition or interview,
the producer/boss wants to learn more
about the person, and asks each to
introduce themselves with more elabo-
ration. Reluctantly, each one turns the
pages of a personal story. Each is
unique; some poignant, some humor-
ous. All entertain and enlighten.

The first to audition, Mike (Eric
Mann), relays watching his sister’s
dance class when he was four and
recalls the experience in the delight-
ful, upbeat number, “I Can Do That.”
Thirty-year-old blonde bombshell
Sheila (Suzanna Dupree) reveals in,
“At the Ballet” that when she was six,
she found ballet a relief from an un-
happy home life. It was an escape as
well for Maggie (Karley Willocks)
and Bebe (Erica Cenci, 2002
Westfield High School [WHS] gradu-
ate). They join Sheila to make a lovely
trio whose counterpoint melodies
complement their three distinct voices
and story lines.

Sheila, with a husky, sexy alto speak-
ing and singing voice is juxtaposed
with spunky Bebe’s strong middle
range. Bebe convincingly shares that
she is searching for “beauty” at the
ballet since her mother always told her
she was “different,” not pretty.
Maggie’s higher vocal range balances
the trio perfectly as she reminisces
about telling her father she’d love to
dance. A resounding brass section from
the small orchestra in the pit supports
the number.

One of the strongest moments of
the show, the “Ballet” number, was
backed up by a sensitive eight-mem-
ber orchestra under the direction of
conductor Joey Chancey. In that song,
Phil Coiro was noteworthy on drums

and 2002 WHS graduate Chris
Curcio, an assistant conductor, dis-
tinguished himself on keyboard.

“Hello Twelve, Hello Thirteen,
Hello Love” is the adorable montage
sequence that critics from the ’70s
show agree is original choreographer/
director Michael Bennett at his best.
Here the dancers are in constant mo-
tion against a backdrop of musical
mayhem, a reflection of that manic
time period called adolescence. Ku-
dos to Baayork Lee (who played
Connie in the original Broadway pro-
duction), the director/choreographer
who has restaged the show ever so
slightly.

During a break for the dancers,
former featured dancer and now just
another chorus auditioner Cassie
(Rylyn Juliano) stays onstage to talk
to Zach privately. It’s obvious that
they have a history together and Zach,
her former live-in boyfriend, ques-
tions why she’s even at the audition.
She confesses hasn’t found solo work,
so she will take any job that lets her
share her passion for dance. Ms.
Juliano expresses that passion artfully
in powerful vocals and magnificent
dance in “The Music and the Mirror.”

When Paul falls and seriously in-
jures his knee, the other dancers real-
ize that their careers could end in a
flash. Director Zach asks them what
their fate would be if they could no
longer dance. Diana Morales (Gina
Duci) delivers the iconic song, “What
I Did for Love” with a fresh albeit
surprising Latino-less spin.

In the finale of “One,” the song
begins with an individual bow for
each of the characters, now with their
colorful, individual rehearsal clothes
replaced by identical costumes. As
each dancer complete with top hat
and tails joins the group, it is nearly
impossible to distinguish one person
from the other.

Paradoxically, each dancer, full of
individuality and uniqueness through-
out the show, becomes a mere cog in
the wheel of the gold-costumed en-
semble, presenting a unified whole,
the ultimate goal of great dancing in
a professional chorus line.

WSO’s ‘Tour of Notable
Homes’ to Present Diversity
WESTFIELD – Chestnut Street in

Westfield is a desirable neighbor-
hood for families. In the daytime it’s
rife with a happy mix of kids and
dogs. At night the dads come home
from work and reach for a ball to toss
with their kids.

“That’s why the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra Friends has chosen
this particular Chestnut Street house
to join our annual “Tour of Notable
Homes” to be held Saturday, June 4,
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.,” explains
Gretchen Castorina, this year’s chair.
“The house with Tudor lines is a little
different and at once recognizable
because it’s brand new.”

“In fact, this year there will be a
variety of homes in diverse styles to
sample – from brand new to true
historical sights,” continues Mrs.
Castorina. “This new home is very
rich in desirable and unique elements
including the fact that is a modern
take on the time-honored center hall
Colonial. The color palette is white-
on-white throughout – a tribute to the
Nordic origins of the lady of the
house, who is a decorator.”

Commenting last week Friends’ co-
presidents Lee Corcoran and Vena
Sharma mentioned that this year’s
home tourists will be surprised to
learn that three of the homes to be
featured are rooted in Union County’s
history dating back to the 19th Cen-
tury. One of the homes was designed
by the master architect who designed
the Lincoln Memorial. Another was
originally the Summit Golf Club and
is currently home to a former major
league baseball player and his fam-
ily. The third is a classic Queen Anne
residence circa 1895 in the Westfield
Kimball Avenue Historic District.

The Friends will be providing mu-
sic, a plant sale, refreshments and a

boutique raffle on the day of the home
tour.

Tickets for the “Tour of Notable
Homes” are $30 when purchased prior
to Saturday, June 4, on the day of the
event they will be $35. Tickets are
available in Westfield at Baron’s Drug
Store, Coldwell Banker Realtors East
and West, The Town Bookstore,
Weichert Realtors and the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra office. In
Fanwood, they are available at
Norman’s Hallmark, in Cranford at
Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts, in
Mountainside at Christoffers Flow-
ers and in Summit at Keller Williams
Realty Premier Properties, Coldwell
Banker and Paperfolio.

For further information go to
westfieldsymphony.org, or visit The
Friends on Facebook.

WHITE ON WHITE...This Chestnut
Street house in Westfield can be seen
on the WSO’s 2011 “Tour of Notable
Homes” to be held June 4.

Chris Cercio and Erica Cenci, both
Westfield High School class of 2002,
are part of A Chorus Line national
tour.

Juxtapose Gallery to Feature
Jewelry By Due Sorelle

WESTFIELD – Due Sorelle will
be at Juxtapose Gallery for their an-
nual Spring Mother’s Day jewelry
trunk show. The show will take place
Saturday, May 7, from 11 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Past spring seasons have
been dominated by specific colors,
and this season’s hot colors are pinks
and corals, with royal blues follow-
ing a close second.

Due Sorelle follows the color
trends, but recognizes that a larger
color palette appeals to those who
prefer more subdued neutrals, and
earthy colors for spring and summer.
There are lots of casual necklaces
made with suede and earthy stones
for those hot summer days ahead
when you want to look stylish and
comfortable. Many of the necklaces
this spring are mid-length and long
so that you can layer them or wrap
them around to create a shorter double
strand.

Due Sorelle is branching out into

the bridal business with a beautiful
collection of wedding jewelry. The
collection ranges from classic de-
signs of simple white pearls to vin-
tage looks created with pearls and
oxidized silver, which gives the pieces
an heirloom feel. There is something
for every bride.

Due Sorelle can also produce some
of the looks for the wedding party,
including mother of the bride, brides-
maids and flower girls. Whether it’s a
formal affair or a beach wedding,
they can create a custom look for
your special day. The jewelry is not
exclusively for weddings, but a beau-
tiful collection of white jewelry for
any occasion, and will be available to
view on the day of the show. Come in
and see the unique collection that
will take you through your wedding
day and beyond.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express
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‘Harpin for Hunger’
mance gave a more Cajun flavor to
the song).

Sleigh unfortunately had a short
set because of time constraints, but
made the most of his time, using only
his harp on “Woke Up This Morning”
and a harp duet with his daughter on a
Big Walter song.

Sleigh was followed by the
evening’s organizer, radio host Den-
nis Gruenling and his band, Jump Time,
a diverse group featuring upright bass
and a saxophonist. Gruenling, a skilled
harpist and lover of the blues, first led
the group through a big-band style
song, in which almost every member
got a chance to solo. He followed it
with the more country-influenced
“That’s what Love Does to You” and
then brought up the evening’s final
performer Steve Guyger (perhaps also
due to time restraints), for a powerful
run through “One More Mile” (punc-
tuated by Guyger’s amazingly deep
vocals) and “You’re the One,” with
both harpists blazing all the while.

Gruenling then left the stage, giving
Guyger cart blanche to run the band
through “Rock this House” a Brian
Setzer like song (unsurprising, given
the similar style and name to Setzer’s
“Rock This Town”) followed by a
harp-less song that allowed the other
band members to shine in an almost
blues-trio atmosphere. After return-
ing to form with the classic story of
“She’s So Wretched,” Guyger asked
the crowd what kind of song they
wanted next. When they asked for a
‘hop’ (fast, upbeat song), Guyger
wiped his head and jokingly said,
“You people are killing me.” But he
still performed yet another song with
joy and passion, as then called
Gruenling back to the stage and the
two played out the rest of the night,
making sure that the harps burned
bright enough to cook all the cans of
food donated.

For information on making a dona-
tion to the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey, visit njfoodbank.org.

Chansonettes of Westfield to Begin
Rainbow Concert Tour May 11

WESTFIELD - The Chansonettes
of Westfield spring concert tour en-
titled “Sing a Rainbow” is set to be-
gin on Wednesday, May 11, at
Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
tour will continue at Westfield Senior
Housing, Spring Meadows in Sum-
mit and Fellowship Village in Bask-
ing Ridge through May 23.

The program will feature songs
celebrating the colors of spring and
the beauty of the world around us
including the title song “ Sing A
Rainbow,” “Here Comes the Sun,”
“Blue Skies,” “The Rainbow Con-
nection” and a medley of “Blowin’ in
the Wind” and “America.”

The Chansonettes is an all women’s

choral group, which began more than
60 years ago. Currently the group,
which performs a spring and holiday
concert series each year, rehearses
once a week at the Presbyterian
Church on Mountain Avenue under
the direction of Jean Schork and ac-
companied by Mel Freda. The group
is always looking for new members
who enjoy singing and gathering with
friends.

For more information regarding the
upcoming concerts, or for those in-
terested in joining the group or book-
ing a future concert may call co-
presidents, Jackie Costello at (908)
789-5819 or Amy Herrington at (908)
317-5910.

Musical Club to Celebrate
National Music Week

WESTFIELD - The Musical Club
of Westfield will present a program
celebrating National Music Week
on Wednesday, May 11, at 8 p.m. in
the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, featuring music for solo flute,
a flute, viola and harp trio, and the
Continuo Arts Singers, comprised
of treble voices ages 13-17.

 National Music Week, celebrated
each year in May, was founded by
Charles M. Tremaine, a longtime
Westfield resident, in 1924. This year’s
theme is “Music - An Instrument of
Universal Expression.” In addition to
the evening musical program, the
Musical Club will observe National
Music Week with music-themed dis-
plays, creatively prepared by club
member Ruth Obeid, at the Westfield
and Mountainside libraries.

Appearing for the first time on a
Musical Club program are the
Continuo Arts Singers.The ensemble
recently returned from performances
in Vatican City, Rome, and Assisi,
Italy, where they participated in the
International Festival di Arte Per
Giovanni Musicisti. Directed by
Candace Wicke, Principal Conduc-
tor, President and Executive Direc-
tor of the Continuo Arts Foundation,
and accompanied by John Conte,
the ensemble will perform a varied
program of sacred and secular mu-
sic, featuring works by Vivaldi,

Kodaly, Albrecht and others.
Clarissa Nolde, flutist, and Marie-

Danièle Mercier, pianist, will also
perform on the program. The duo
has collaborated many times over
the years and club members always
enjoy their performances.

Jenny Cline, flutist, Betsy Vaden,
violist, and Beverly Thomson Shea,
harpist, will perform the suite
“Harbord Street” by Milton Barnes.
Commissioned by the flute, harp and
viola Trio Lyra, the piece evokes
memories of downtown Toronto,
where the composer grew up. The
suite contains the movements
“March”, “Waltzing”, “Ragtime”,”
Memory”, “Pantomime”, and “Sat-
urday Night”.

The program is free and open to
the public. A reception featuring light
refreshments will follow the perfor-
mance. All are welcome to stay and
meet the performers.

The Musical Club of Westfield, in
its 94th season, is comprised of per-
forming and associate (non-perform-
ing) members who share a common
interest in music. The club provides
scholarships for promising young
musicians to pursue their musical
education. New members are wel-
come. For membership information,
please call (908) 232-2173, or visit
the club’s website at
westfieldnj.com/mcw/.

WSW Announces
Summer Program

WESTFIELD - As the doors of the
2011 Westfield Summer Workshop
open for the 40th time, the youngest
campers, who are in the beginning
stages of developing their relationship
with the arts, will have the opportunity
to experience this in the pre-kinder-
garten, kindergarten and first grade
classes.

In the Little Artists Workshop, de-
signed specifically for those entering
first grade, students move together as
a group to experience various creative
classes on a rotating basis. They will
also participate in a mini-musical the-
ater production for the evening of the
Arts Festival.

This year’s WSW program will be
held at Edison Intermediate School
from June 29 until July 29, from 8:30
am until 12:30 pm. Early morning
drop-off is available and a full day of
programming can be arranged with
the Westfield YMCA. A registered
nurse is on duty during the regular
Workshop hours.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
includes classes in arts, crafts, com-
munications, dance, drama, music and
special interests for students to grade
eight. The Summer Stage Theater will
present the jukebox musical Leader of
the Pack: The Ellie Greenwich Story,
for aspiring actors in grades 6 to 12.
No audition is necessary to become
part of the cast.

For more information on the WSW,
please call (908) 18-1551, or visit the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts at
150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield.
The WSW brochure is also available
at njworkshopforthearts.com.

pany, Jimmy Hewlett (Michael
Flood), is a handsome actor who
doesn’t realize that Ann, who recites
lines of love and passion to him
nightly, really does love him. To com-
plicate things, company owner Billy
Brown (Laurence Stepney) loves the
unsuspecting Ann himself.

Forty years before Lincoln ended
slavery, and fifty years before black
Americans earned the right to vote,
amazingly, the African Company of
New York produced plays in a down-
town Manhattan theater for both black
and white audiences. There was a
partition separating audience mem-
bers and, in an ironic twist, the whites
had to sit in the back of the theater.
Because of this evocative piece of
theater, our awareness is heightened,
history is retold and we’re better off
for seeing this compelling story.

Sadly, this is The Theater Project’s
last production at Union County Col-
lege, the home they have known for
almost a decade. They are looking for
a permanent home in the Cranford

area. Before they leave, follow Spina’s
advice and turn off that TV for a night
and go see The African Company
Presents Richard III that runs week-
ends through May 15.

For tickets, or more information on
the The Theater Project at Union
County College visit
thetheaterproject.org, or call (800)
838-3006.

The New Jersey Youth
Theatre

“Arts Supports Art”
Auction

James Ward Mansion
Thursday, May 12

6 to 9 p.m.
Admission is free


