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CLASSIFIEDSLetters to the Editor
Father ‘Thankful’ His Daughter Had
Mrs. Finkel as First-Grade Teacher

We know what we lost. We don’t have
to think too hard or long about it, because,
so recently, she was here, standing among
us, giving of herself to her students, col-
leagues and the parents whose children
were lucky enough to “get her” in first
grade.

Mrs. Kelly Finkel entered our family’s
life on the Franklin Field. My wife, Janice,
our daughter, Rebecca, and I were stand-
ing near the swings on a comfortable fall
day, waiting for our chance to meet
Rebecca’s first-grade teacher. When
someone pointed her out to us, my wife
and I were struck by how incredibly young
she looked.

We introduced ourselves and our
daughter, Rebecca – a shy kindergarten
kid. She bent down slightly, looked our
daughter in the eye, reached out her hand
and said, quietly and without any great
hurry, “It’s nice to meet you, Rebecca.”

Rebecca shook her teacher’s hand,
whose fingers were so thin they seemed
designed to play piano. While she was
talking in tones that, we’d learn later,
were as calm as she always appeared, a
second-grade girl appeared out of no-
where and flew into her hip, as if she had
some special kind of gravity that drew her
former students to her.

“Hi, Ms. Molnar,” the girl said, using
her name from earlier that spring, before
she married high school teacher Darren
Finkel. She hugged her long and without
reservation. “How are you?”

She smiled at her former students, then
introduced Rebecca to these older girls,
and asked them if they already found
their teacher. They nodded and hugged
her hip once more before drifting away.

It was clear, not in our daughter’s words
so much as in her behavior, that her teacher
was making her comfortable, and helping
stoke the fire of her desire to learn.

At parent-teacher night, Mrs. Finkel
stayed late so she could accommodate the
schedules of all the working parents. We
were the last ones to leave on what was an
incredibly long day, and yet she took time
to talk with us and, most especially, lis-
ten. She shared her observations of our
daughter and listened patiently as we
offered ours.

During the year, we visited her class-
room several times. Janice and I were
amazed at how a quiet, composed, grace-
ful teacher, whose voice would barely
register in my father-in-law’s hearing

aid, could command the attention and
respect of her enthusiastic, spirited and
energetic class. And yet it worked.

Since those days of observing Mrs.
Finkel in action, we have wondered how
she did it, especially when we find our
own voices rising to new decibel levels at
home.

As the year progressed, our daughter’s
affection for Mrs. Finkel was evident.
Mrs. Finkel had created a world in her
classroom that was fair, nurturing and
supportive. Most of all, the classroom felt
like home for her students.

After she left Mrs. Finkel’s class,
Rebecca went on to enjoy the teaching
styles of her other teachers. When
Rebecca came home from school, I’d
ask her about her day, and she’d often
say: “good.” On days when she saw her
first-grade teacher, Rebecca would share
that she said “hi” to Mrs. Finkel. Even a
“hi” made her feel connected.

A year later, when Mrs. Finkel became
pregnant, Rebecca was as excited as she
would have been if she were expecting a
new cousin. Each time she saw her former
teacher, she’d tell us how she looked and
how soon “it” was coming.

After a maternity leave, Mrs. Finkel
reappeared. Rebecca, Janice and I ran
into her on that same field again, this time
closer to the basketball court. She was
with her husband and daughter. Rebecca
beamed at her, basking in the excitement
of Mrs. Finkel’s family.

When we heard about her illness, it hit
us hard, including our son, Adam, who had
reported “Finkel sightings” from school to
his sister because he knew of their value to
Rebecca as soon as he entered Franklin.

To say we are grateful for the contact
with Mrs. Finkel is to use a word that
seems woefully inadequate. Grateful is
something you say when someone drives
your child home from a party because
you have a headache. It’s more than that.
We were touched, moved and thankful
that we “got” Mrs. Finkel for first grade.

For those of us whose children blos-
somed under the heat lamp warmth of her
teaching style, we know what we’re miss-
ing. To her daughter, her husband and her
extended family, we offer our heartfelt
sympathy. We were lucky to know her
and to receive the gift that is her memory.

Daniel Dunaief
Westfield

Why All Attention for Royal Wedding?
Because It Was Happy and Beautiful
Why all the attention to the wedding of

Prince William and Catherine Middleton?
It may be a love of pomp and cer-

emony.
It may be an interest in history.
It may be human interest.
It may be a love of weddings.
It may be that some people deep down

are monarchists.
 But it also may be that here was

something happy and beautiful. And how
we need this, given all the horrific hap-
penings in the world! War. Natural di-
saster. Disease. Famine. Crime.

 How nice to see people dressed well.
 And see everyone on best behavior.
 All this was a refreshing change from

life in the modern world, where with all
our technological achievements some-
thing is missing and sorely needed.

 That something is a sense that life, as
best as possible, should be happy and

beautiful.
 This is not to deny the terrible things

which can happen to individuals and to
communities and to countries.

 We cannot just see life through rose-
colored glasses.

 But how nice it was for a few hours that
a good part of the world put aside the
problems of the day to see something
happy and beautiful.

 And in an age when pride in country
has lost so much of its ring, we could see
people joined as one in celebration of an
uplifting national occasion.

 It may just be that if we could focus
more on the happy and on the beautiful in
life, we would be doing immeasurable
good in emptying the sea of problems in
which we are drowning.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Planned Parenthood Should Not
Be Reimbursed for Abortions

Bill A-32273/S-2393 came before the
New Jersey Assembly and Senate in
November and December 2010 to amend
the 2011 Annual Appropriations Act re-
quiring an expansion of Medicaid cov-
erage for family-planning services.
While it seems innocuous enough that it
supports women and their families in
need, this bill would further fund Planned
Parenthood by reimbursing them for 90
percent of the services they provide.

Planned Parenthood, as widely cov-
ered in the news, is the largest abortion
provider in the U.S. Do we really want
taxpayer money additionally extended to
an organization that performs abortions
as a method of family planning? Shouldn’t
family-planning services support women
in need in a way that promotes family
togetherness? Shouldn’t family-planning
services be in the best interest of all its
members, including the unborn child?
Family-planning services should not be
profiting by promoting abortions to its
clientele.

The bill was passed in the Assembly
with no Republican votes and passed in
the Senate as well. My district’s Assem-

bly representatives, Jon Bramnick (R-
21) and Nancy Munoz (R-21), chose not
to vote. Neither were willing to step for-
ward and vote for or against it. Was this
lack of participation (in abstentia) a po-
litical stance, since they were unwilling
to make their opinion about this contro-
versial bill public, or did they just not
have an opinion?

Elected officials need to know their
voting records are being watched as an
indication of how they are representing
you, the taxpayer.

I am pleased to report our Governor
rescinded the bill back to the Assembly
without his approval. We cannot, as a
nation, continue to fund services that do
not protect the rights of all family mem-
bers – including the unborn child. New
Jersey provides a wide range of coverage
to low-income women and their families.
However, New Jersey should not be in
the business of funding expanded ser-
vices to an organization that is more
abortion-minded than family-minded.

Judy Baker
Westfield

Parade Plans Unfold
For Memorial Day

WESTFIELD – Plans for the an-
nual Westfield Memorial Day Pa-
rade are underway. The parade,
scheduled for Monday, May 30, will
feature opening ceremonies begin-
ning at 9 a.m. at the Monument to
Veterans of World War I, located at
the plaza of East Broad Street and
North Avenue. Participants in this
parade are required to assemble in
the Lord & Taylor (west) parking lot
at 8 a.m.

All Westfield and Mountainside
organizations are invited to march
in this year’s tribute to veterans who
made the supreme sacrifice fighting
for freedom.

The parade committee urges orga-
nizations or individuals to either
march in the parade, sponsor a wreath
to be placed at the monument or to
make a financial contribution to the
parade committee to help offset the
costs of running the event.

The committee also is asking for
information about any Westfield or
Mountainside residents who have
family currently serving in or re-
cently returned from the Middle East.
A tribute is being planned.

This year’s parade route, after
opening ceremonies, will be straight
up East Broad Street, ending at
Fairview Cemetery. For more infor-
mation, call Stan Cuba at (908) 233-
2767.

Wine Tasting to Aid
  Local Dogs in Need
WESTFIELD — Brendan’s

Meadows Dog Rescue would
like to announce its upcoming
Wine Tasting at 16 Prospect in
Westfield on Sunday, May 15,
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Proceeds
will benefit local dogs in need.
Anyone interested in attending
should contact Amy Jester at
(908) 233-5241 or
amy@brendansmeadows.com.
Space is limited.

Tickets are $35 per person. A
silent auction will be held.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

goleader.com/

subscribe

Golden Agers Plan to Attend
Brauhaus Lobster Festival

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will take
its trip to The Platzl Brauhaus Lob-
ster Festival on Wednesday, May
18. All are welcome. The cost of the
trip is $61.

The bus will leave at 9 a.m. from
the Scotch Hills Country Club park-
ing lot, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains,
for a leisurely ride to Pomona, N.Y.

During the festival, participants
will have an opportunity to stroll
down scenic paths while enjoying
the outdoors and viewing the new
spring foliage. The four-course, fam-
ily-style dinner will begin at noon.

The menu will include lobster
tail, top sirloin roast beef or roasted
half chicken, crab cakes served with
New England clam chowder, tossed
green salad, rice pilaf and accom-
paniments. Dinner will conclude
with hot coffee, tea and dessert.
The Calypso Dancers will perform,
and attendees will be able to join
the fun on the dance floor.

At 4 p.m., participants will be
served a roast beef sandwich carved

from a standing steamship roast.
Beer and soda will be served from
noon to 5 p.m.

The Golden Agers Club allows
senior citizens a chance to meet
with their peers, share ideas, inter-
act and gather useful information to
enhance daily living. The club meets
weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m.,
from September through June, at
the Scotch Hills Country Club. With
a membership of over 115, the
weekly attendance ranges from 65
to 75 participants. Members are
invited to provide suggestions for
activities, and free luncheons are
provided at least one week during
each month. Special speakers dis-
cuss health and other topics.

Membership, theater, musical re-
vues and fun activity trips are avail-
able to everyone. For trip details,
call Jean DeTore at (908) 889-4121
or Mary De Jesso at (908) 654-
4512. Membership details are avail-
able from Marge Van Duyne at (908)
889-4631.

Celebrity Stylist Pays
Visit to Westfield Salon
WESTFIELD – The Guillotine Sa-

lon and Spa had the great fortune of
inviting Betsy Reyes to come to the
salon to share her talent, inspiration
and tips of the trade with the Guillo-
tine team. Ms. Reyes currently is work-
ing as a stylist on the sets of “Gossip
Girls,” “Saturday Night Live” and
MTV. She continues to work as an
editorial stylist with a client portfolio
that includes Vanessa Minnillo,
Damien Fahey, Kim Stoltz, Suchin
Pak and Abby Elliot. You also can find
her work in the pages of magazines
such as Maxim, Seventeen, Teen
People, and more.

The team at the Guillotine had the
opportunity to learn new techniques
on live models, with Ms. Reyes teach-
ing along side them.

CELEBRITY STYLIST...Celebrity
stylist Betsy Reyes works her magic on
a client on  a recent visit to a Westfield
salon.

 

Kohl’s KidsAbilities 

Carnival 
 

Come on out for a free carnival free carnival with  
games and prizes, free food and ice cream,  

arts and crafts, face painting,  
car seat safety checks, special needs awareness,  

and more!  
 

Saturday, May 7, 2011 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

Children’s Specialized Hospital 
150 New Providence Road  

Mountainside, NJ 
 

Registration is encouraged.  
Please call us at 908-233-3720, ext. 5188, to reserve your spot.  

 

 

 
The Kohl’s KidsAbilities Program at Children’s Specialized Hospital encourages special needs 
awareness in our communities through these carnivals, our Walk n’ Roll, educational outreach, 

and events for the hospital’s patients. Come join the fun!  
 

 
 
 
 

  

www.childrens-specialized.org 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

JUNE 2011 MEETING DATE

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the pub-
lic that the date of the regular monthly
meeting of the Planning Board in June has
been changed from June 6, 2011 to June
8, 2011. This meeting, at which formal
action will be taken, will be held at 7:30
p.m. in Council Chambers in the Municipal
Building at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Applications and plans to be considered
at this meeting are on file in the office of the
Secretary of the Planning Board, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 5/5/11, The Leader Fee: $20.91

MOVING SALE

SATURDAY, MAY 7TH
8 TO 1PM

Lots of stuff needs to go !
(nice furniture, toys, bikes ...)

1325 Boynton Ave. Westfield

BEACH HOUSE RENTAL

Cape Cod: Chatham, MA
3 BR 2 BA- 500 ft. to
Cockle Cove Beach

Property ID: 2883 $3400
www.chathamvacationrentals.com

MOVING SALE

5/7, 9-3pm & 5/8, 10-4pm
249 Twin Oaks Terrace

Westfield
Antique furniture, 17 antique
mechanical music machines,
including Duplex Regina coin-op
graphophone, Dining rm, Bed rm,
Living rm Furn, Exercise
Equipment, Fish tanks and more!

TAG SALE

Saturday, May 7, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
First Congregational Church
125 Elmer Street, Westfield

Tag Sale to benefit youth mission
trip. Furniture, household items,
collectibles, tools, toys/infant equip-
ment, jewelry, clothing, more. Early
birds at 8:30 a.m. for $5 fee. Half
price after 1 p.m. Rain or shine.

REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Growing real estate company
seeks licensed salespeople to
service expanding client base.
Highest commission splits and
benefits for experienced agents.
Training and leads provided to
newcomers. Mountainside
location. Please email
wcarecruiting@gmail.com to
arrange a confidential meeting.

CHILDCARE

Community center in Scotch
Plains seeks a mature and
responsible individual to work
weekends (8:30 -11:30am) in their
child care center. Must be able to
interact in a nurturing fashion with
children between the ages of
6 weeks to 6 years. Experience
preferred but not essential.

Email resumes to
coley@jccnj.org or

fax to (908) 889-4070

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

FINANCIAL SECURITY-LEARN HOW

International marketing nutritional
and image company seeks
motivated partners in a business
you own; working it part-time. No
investment required. Exclusive
training provided. Contact:
http:/flecomte.nsedreams.com

ELITE EXPERT

CERAMIC / SLATE / GLASS /
STONE / MOSAIC / MARBLE /

GRANITE TILE RENOVATIONS
KITCHEN / BATHROOMS &

BASEMENTS.
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL DAREK (973) 609 2533
AFFORDABLE PRICES

YOUR IMAGE IS IN OUR HANDS

TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE

Southwyck Village Townhouse
One Eastham, Scotch Plains.
Gated community with swimming
pool, tennis courts, walking paths
including riverside, and
clubhouse. End unit, 2 bedrooms,
2.5 baths, garage. Ready for move
in now. $360,000. Sale by owner.
Call for apt. (908) 233-3960

Available to clean houses,
offices and apartments.

5 yrs cleaning experience,
own trans. & equipment.

References available.
(908) 361-0453

FERNANDO’S CLEANING

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
The deadline for

placing classified ads
NEXT WEEK  is
Monday, 5/9/11

CHILDCARE

Experienced with children of all
ages. Has good references. En-
glish speaking. Fun, loving woman
will care for your child in your
home. mariec019@verizon.net

FT MEDICAL BILLING

Westfield area medical billing
company seeks full-time
motivated individual to assist with
client reimbursement man-
agement and other related duties.

Email resume to:
paulb740@cs.com or
fax to (908) 317-6896

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Scotch Plains - Beautiful executive
office ideal for attorney, CPA,
or any professional. $850.00
incls telephone, internet, two
conference rooms, and more.

(908) 322-5423

Est. in Westfield since 1968.
Available for Improvement,
Repair & New Construction.

Please call Phil at
(908) 654-6336

HOME IMPROVEMENT &
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

ERRANDS & MORE

Helping Time for Seniors &
Disabled, Light Housekeeping,
Shopping, Doctors Appointments.
Reliable, Excellent references.

(732) 726-0241

NURSE AIDE OR CNA CLASSES

Starting May 9 for morning classes
& June 6 for evening classes
HOME HEALTH AIDE or CHHA

starting May 16 for evening
Call Humane Concepts at

(908) 688-8184 or (908) 688-9803

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield. Attractive 2 BR duplex
near town & transp. D/W, W/D,
HWd Flrs, CAC. Garage.

$1750/mo. No Fee.
(908) 568-1217

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


