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Cranford/Garwood News

Garden Club of Cranford
Announces Estate Sale

Temple Sisterhood
Posts Rummage Sale
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of

Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim will
hold its Spring Rummage Sale on
Sunday, May 15, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. It will take place at the temple,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford.

Jessica Hoff-Gottschalk, chair-
woman for the event, has announced
that there will be available for sale
men’s, women’s and children’s cloth-
ing, as well as household items, bric-
a-brac, toys and miscellaneous items.
For more information, call the temple
at (908) 276-9231 during office hours.

Cranford Garden Club
Announces Estate Sale
CRANFORD – The Garden Club

of Cranford will hold its first estate
sale on Saturday, May 21. It will take
place at the corner of Linden Place
and Casino Avenue in Cranford from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“This sale will be more than just
garden related, it will also include
furniture, linens, glassware...many
special items for the household,” said
Club President Julie Murphy.

All proceeds from the sale will ben-
efit the organization’s scholarship
fund. The Garden Club of Cranford
annually awards a $1,000 scholarship
to a local high-school student going to
college and majoring in a field related
to Garden Club objectives.

The Garden Club of Cranford was
organized in 1927 and federated in
1928. It is a member of National
Garden Clubs, Inc., The Garden Club
of New Jersey, the Nature Conser-
vancy, the New Jersey Conservation
Foundation and the Hanson Park
Conservancy.

Freeholders to Sponsor
Youth Career Prep Academy
CRANFORD – Last year’s county-

sponsored program to steer local
youth toward careers drew praise from
hundreds of students and parents. The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders took notice of the success and
have directed the Workforce Invest-
ment Board to extend the program
throughout the year and offer it to
almost 150 of the county’s high-
school age residents.

The county has enlisted Union
County College (UCC) and several
community-based organizations to
develop and implement a Career Prep
Academy for out-of-school and in-
school youth and College Prep 101
for high-school seniors.

Both the Career Prep Academy and
College Prep 101 are designed to
help economically disadvantaged
youth. The goals of the Career Prep
Academy are to give young people
training and information to prepare
for rewarding careers. College Prep

101 is based on a Union County Col-
lege program to provide high-school
students with the means to become
successful in college.

The Career Prep Academy will pro-
vide young people with 90 hours of
classroom instruction, college prepa-
ration workshops, and support ser-
vices. This training may lead to na-
tionally recognized certification in one
of several occupational areas includ-
ing Retail Skills, Pharmacy Tech, Web
Design, A+ and MS Certification.

Successful program completers
with the requisite basic skills will be
offered the opportunity to continue
their career development with a re-
ferral to the Utility Workers Union of
America, “Green Skills = Green Jobs”
occupational training program to pre-
pare them for “green” utility jobs.
These jobs offer career advancement,
union wages and benefits.

College Prep 101 offers high-school
seniors 30 hours of “Freshman Suc-
cess” classes and 15 hours of work-
shops. Modeled after Union County
College’s award-winning UCC 101,
the program immerses students in the
college experience to help build a foun-
dation for a successful transition into
higher education. Each class is taught
by an instructor as well as an advisor
who is a high-achieving student cur-
rently enrolled in UCC.

The youth will receive a $5-an-
hour stipend for their participation in
either program. To be selected for
these programs, participants must
meet the county’s financial eligibil-
ity requirements.

For additional information please
contact Christopher Gore at (908)
659-5166 or gore@ucc.edu.

Carlyle Brown’s The African Company Presents
Richard III in Compelling, Historic Story

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD—The Theater
Project’s unofficial motto is “Throw
out your TV sets.” Mark Spina, found-
ing artistic director of the Union
County Theater and director of their
current production starts every show
with that mantra to encourage audi-
ence members to see more live the-
ater. One can understand his philoso-
phy after seeing his thought-provok-
ing staging of a Carlyle Brown work
at the Union County College,
Cranford Campus.

The current offering of The The-
ater Project (TTP), The African Com-
pany Presents Richard III, is set in
various northern theaters after the
turn of the 19th century. It gives us an

understanding of what it must have
been like for black actors in the 1820’s
to present quality work in a racist
society.

 Thanks to program notes by Zoya
Bromberg, TTP’s dramaturge, audi-
ence members don’t have to guess at
the history surrounding the two-act
play. The show is based on a real

event that occurred nearly 200 years
ago. The African Grove Theater,
founded by West Indies – born Billy
Brown, presented Richard III with an
all black cast. When a theater com-
pany of white actors and the com-
pany of black actors have scheduled
Richard III on the same night, next
door to each other no less, the con-
flict escalates with the owner of the
white theater, Stephen Price, trying
to shut down and then buy off the
African Company.

Gary Glor smugly portrays the stern,
racist Stephen Price as he addresses
the audience to “educate” them on
keeping certain divisions in the world.
As he puffs himself up and furrows his
brow, this self-appointed keeper of
supposed purity of the theater spits out

the words to demand
that Constable Man
(David Neal) shut
down the black the-
ater on a trumped up
charge of violation of
seating capacity laws
or fire regulations or
unlawful congregat-
ing.

Seamstress for the
black company Sa-
rah (Daaimah Talley)
and feature actress
Ann (Bliss Griffin)
discuss their day jobs
and routines that in-
clude sneaking out at
night to either re-
hearse or perform.
The chemistry be-
tween the two ac-
tresses is a warm,

comfortable partnership as they share
stories and their dreams. One of Ms.
Griffin’s most hard-hitting lines lands
a poignant blow when she says, “Col-
ored folk perform all the time …we
act all the time as maids, cooks ….”

Papa Shakespeare (Lorenzo Scott)
who punctuates much of his tales
with tapping on a side drum he wears

like a badge reveals in one of his
intriguing, foreshadowing mono-
logues, that he uses his talents of
mediation between people who can’t
understand each other.

Lead character in the black com-
pany, Jimmy Hewlett (Michael
Flood), is a handsome actor who
doesn’t realize that Ann, who recites
lines of love and passion to him
nightly, really does love him. To com-
plicate things, company owner Billy
Brown (Laurence Stepney) loves the
unsuspecting Ann himself.

Forty years before Lincoln ended
slavery, and fifty years before black
Americans earned the right to vote,
amazingly, the African Company of
New York produced plays in a down-
town Manhattan theater for both black
and white audiences. There was a
partition separating audience mem-
bers and, in an ironic twist, the whites

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GET RID…Stephen Price (Gary Glor) browbeats Con-
stable Man (David Neal) in The African Company Presents
Richard III a production by The Theater Project at Union
County College. The historically based show runs week-
ends through May 15.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MIDDLE MAN…In The African Company Presents Richard III, a production by
The Theater Project at Union County College, Ann (Bliss Griffin), Papa
Shakespeare (Lorenzo Scott) and Jimmy Hewlett (Michael Flood) work out their
differences with the help of mediation. The Carlyle Brown two-act play is the
fictionalized story of the first company of black actors.

had to sit in the back of the theater.
Because of this evocative piece of
theater, our awareness is heightened,
history is retold and we’re better off
for seeing this compelling story.

Sadly, this is The Theater Project’s
last production at Union County Col-
lege, the home they have known for
almost a decade. They are looking for
a permanent home in the Cranford
area. Before they leave, follow Spina’s
advice and turn off that TV for a night
and go see The African Company
Presents Richard III that runs week-
ends through May 15.

For tickets, or more information on
the The Theater Project at Union
County College visit
thetheaterproject.org, or call (800)
838-3006.

Burning the Blues Harp at
‘Harpin for Hunger’ Benefit

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — There’s a legend-
ary story in rock that AC/DC guitarist
Angus Young played so hard at a
recording session that his amp caught
on fire (he still finished the song). As
such, Young would have appreciated
the fiery notes of the blues harp (har-
monica) as it raged from the “Harpin’
for Hunger” Benefit in Garwood on
Saturday night. The benefit was held
to support the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey and donations could
be made with either food or money.

The evening began with a perfor-
mance by Big Mike DeVita and the
Jersey Jump, a band firmly steeped in
the classic Chicago electric-blues
style. In-between DeVita’s Junior
Wells style blues-harp, the band stuck
to the classic twelve bar and stop-
start forms. It was a common theme
of the night, but an unsurprising one,
as love of the blues comes partly
from its familiarity.

The songs were classic blues as
well, covers of ‘Walkin’ to My Baby’
and “I’m in Love With You’ a bouncy
song that showed off the blues’ big
band roots. The band played each
song to bluesy perfection. DeVita’s
harp functioned not only as a solo
instrument, but also as a rhythm one,
giving an organ like boost to the
rhythm section, and the many guitar
solos peppered in the songs.

The next act was somewhat of a
departure as Richard Sleigh took the
stage, backing himself with guitar
and harp ala Bob Dylan. Sleigh how-
ever, took none of Dylan’s folk roots,
instead opting for a slowed-down
cover of Elvis’s “Heartbreak Hotel,”
which revealed the pain behind the
word’s much like Richard Marx’s
slow version of the Beatles’ “Help.”
He followed it with “Oh Well,” a
Peter Green song with a riff that in-
spired AC/DC’s “Beating Around the
Bush” (although Sleigh’s perfor-
mance gave a more Cajun flavor to

the song).
Sleigh unfortunately had a short

set because of time constraints, but
made the most of his time, using only
his harp on “Woke Up This Morning”
and a harp duet with his daughter on a
Big Walter song.

Sleigh was followed by the
evening’s organizer, radio host Den-
nis Gruenling and his band, Jump
Time, a diverse group featuring up-
right bass and a saxophonist.
Gruenling, a skilled harpist and lover
of the blues, first led the group through
a big-band style song, in which al-
most every member got a chance to
solo. He followed it with the more
country-influenced “That’s what
Love Does to You” and then brought
up the evening’s final performer Steve
Guyger (perhaps also due to time
restraints), for a powerful run through
“One More Mile” (punctuated by
Guyger’s amazingly deep vocals) and
“You’re the One,” with both harpists
blazing all the while.

Gruenling then left the stage, giving
Guyger cart blanche to run the band
through “Rock this House” a Brian
Setzer like song (unsurprising, given
the similar style and name to Setzer’s
“Rock This Town”) followed by a
harp-less song that allowed the other
band members to shine in an almost
blues-trio atmosphere. After return-
ing to form with the classic story of
“She’s So Wretched,” Guyger asked
the crowd what kind of song they
wanted next. When they asked for a
‘hop’ (fast, upbeat song), Guyger
wiped his head and jokingly said,
“You people are killing me.” But he
still performed yet another song with
joy and passion, as then called
Gruenling back to the stage and the
two played out the rest of the night,
making sure that the harps burned
bright enough to cook all the cans of
food donated.

For information on making a dona-
tion to the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey, visit njfoodbank.org.

By Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RHYTHM AND BLUES...Big Mike DeVita and the Jersey Jump, a band firmly
steeped in the classic Chicago electric-blues style, performed at “Harpin for
Hunger” April 30 to benefit the Community FoodBank of New Jersey.

The Garden Club of Cranford will
have its first Estate Sale on May 21.
The sale will be located at the corner
of Linden Place and Casino Avenue
in Cranford and will be from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.

Club President Julie Murphy said,
“This sale will be more than just
garden related, it will also include
furniture, linens, glassware...many
special items for the household.”

All proceeds from the sale will
benefit the scholarship fund. The
Garden Club of Cranford annually
awards a $1,000 scholarship to a lo-
cal high school student going to col-

lege and majoring in a field related to
Garden Club objectives.

The Garden Club of Cranford was
organized in 1927 and federated in
1928 and is a member of National
Garden Clubs, Inc, The Garden Club
of New Jersey, Nature Conservancy,
the New Jersey Conservation Foun-
dation and the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Next Week
GARWOOD – St. Anne’s Ro-

sary Altar Society of Garwood will
hold its next regular monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, May 12, at 7:30
p.m. at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood. Attendees may park be-
hind the building on Willow Av-
enue.

President Christine Guerriero will
welcome all members and call for
committee reports. Newly-installed
officers for the Rosary Year 2011-
2012 are: President, Christine
Guerriero; Vice-President, Eleanor
Senus; Treasurer, Lina Delmonaco;
Recording Secretary, Ruth Becht,
and Corresponding Secretary, Ann
Suszko.

Members are reminded that St.
Anne’s Parish will hold its May
Crowning this Sunday, May 8, af-
ter the 10 a.m. Mass, in the Grotto.
All are encouraged to attend.

The meeting next Thursday will
be the last one until September.
Rosary Sundays will be on the first
Sunday of June, July, August and
September. Recitation of the Ro-
sary will be at 7:40 a.m., followed
by Mass at 8 a.m.

Probitas Verus Honos

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
78 Winans Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

908.276.7611   www.cdctheatre.org

May 6-21,    2011
   May 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 @     8p; May 15 @ 2p

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
                                      presents

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS!

MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from 

$1,450/month
2 BR/2 BA apartments from 

$1,775/month

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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