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Cranford Cougars Pounce with 10 Runs in Fifth to Top Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 12-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing hard at practice and getting bet-
ter,” Williamson said.

Raider starting pitcher John
Howarth was rolling along well for
the first four innings, yielding two
runs (one unearned) and scattering
four hits and three walks; however,
the Cougars, once they got on first
base, forced him to make many throws
to keep them in check. That harass-
ment finally paid off when Trotter led
off the fifth with an infield single and
promptly stole second base. From
that point, seven more Cougars
reached base safely before an out was
made. Midway through that blood-
letting, Howarth was relieved by Ryan
Haggarty just in time for him to yield

the grand slam to Williamson.
“John’s pitch count was getting up

there. We have a county game tomor-
row with Union. That’s a game that
we feel is more important than this
game. I have pitchers lined up for
tomorrow. I wasn’t bringing anybody
in who was going to potentially pitch.
We were pretty much down to the last
two guys and some have pitched one
or two innings all year,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock explained. “We
were throwing two guys on the mound
who don’t have the experience out
there against a team like Cranford
that is going to run all over the place.
It just puts more pressure on the
pitcher. At that point when it was 7-2,

we were just trying to throw strikes
and get outs.”

“We got back to what we were used
to, playing small ball, attacking teams
with the little things, like making
plays and running bases. We are not
going to be a team that is going to be
hitting a lot of homers like we did
today. We are a team that is going to
steal bases and not make mistakes,”
Trotter said. “It makes pitchers think,
and it helps out our batters. If we are
in scoring position, they are more
confident, and they are going to hit
the ball hard.”

“We were able to steal a couple of
bases today and put guys in scoring
position and had good situational

hitting and put the pressure on them.
But they battled hard and we were
fortunate to put 10 runs across in
the fifth inning,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

After the Cougars made their first
out in the inning, Trotter exercised
some power with a long RBI double
to center, and Sean Feeney (2-for-3, 3
RBI, run scored) added a two-run
single.

“The kid threw me a fastball, and I
turned on it. We needed to score a run
there with a man on third,” Trotter
said.

Trotter singled, stole second and
scored the first run of the game on a
throwing error in the first inning.

Raider Ryan Henkels (2-for-2)
doubled and scored on Anthony
Scalfaro’s RBI single in the second to
tie the score. In the third, Cougar Eric
Walano singled and scored on Greg
Matlosz’s (2-for-2, 2 RBI, 2 runs)
RBI single. In the bottom of the in-
ning, Raider Sean Reilly singled and
later scored on James D’Angelo’s
lined RBI single.

Defensively, as he had in a game
against Westfield on April 21, Raider
freshman second baseman Christian
Zazzali was involved in several fine
plays.

“He keeps getting better each game.
He works hard at practice. He has
been taking some extra groundballs.

He and Frankie Degnan, at shortstop,
before practice, after practice, the
two of them were turning double
plays,” Coach Baylock said.

Offensively, Raider Degnan was
walked and hit-by-a-pitch, and
Connor Thompson had a single.
Cougars Andrew DiFrancesco,
Mark Osofsky (hit-by-pitch, walk)
and Chris Nicastro each added a
single. Eric Garguilo had an RBI,
walked twice, stole a base and
scored once.
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Teriyaki Sliced 
Tenderloin

Only $14.99

Join us for our

For a limited time

3-Course Dinner 
Starting at just $15.99

Featuring your 
seasonal Charlie 

Brown’s favorites

Sunday, May 8

Your food purchase of 
$20 or more

Valid through May 30, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake Club birthday coupons.  
Cannot be combined with any other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 
1/100 cent.  Maximum value $5.00.  Only one coupon per two dinner entrees.

One Senior Living Campus, Many Choices!
Your next move will be a pleasure when considering the many options 

available on our beautiful campus. Come see our newly updated 

residences and community center. You will also find many amenities 

along with an on-site healthcare center. This is the lifestyle you deserve. 

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Road  Basking Ridge, NJ 

www.fellowshipvillage.org

A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL IN A DAY’S WORK…Cougar Ryan Williamson literally takes things in stride as he rounds third base on his way to
a grand slam home run in the fifth inning against the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTING WITH A RUNNER IN SCORING POSITION…Cougar Greg Matlosz, at bat, looks to bring the runner on third
base home in the fifth inning against the Raiders. Matlosz finished with a pair of RBI singles and a walk, while scoring twice.


