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Lady Cougars Top SPF Raiders in Softball, 8-1
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HENKELS DBLS, SINGLES; REILLY SINGLES, SCORES

Cougars Pounce with 10 in 5th
To Top Baseball Raiders, 12-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A “Big Bang” of 10 runs in the fifth
inning accelerated the Cranford High
School baseball team to a five-in-
ning, 12-2 victory over the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders on
April 29.

Sophomore Ryan Williamson put
emphasis on that big inning with a
grand slam home run over the right
field fence, and Sean Trotter, who
went 3-for-4 with a double, an RBI
and three runs scored, sparked the
inning with an infield single and his
second stolen base.

“He gave me something to hit, obvi-
ously. He threw it right down the
middle, so I was looking to hit the crap
out of the ball,” Williamson explained.

The back-to-basics resilience was
just what the Cougars needed after
suffering a 10-0, six-inning shutout
at the bats of the Westfield Blue Dev-
ils on April 26.

“We played a very good team in
Westfield. They played a very, very
impressive game. They flat out beat
us. They played as good of a high
school game, and I have been around

for a long time,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

“Coach McCaffrey told us after the
game [Westfield] that we should for-
get about our loss, and we should
keep working hard and be the hardest
working team. We have been work-
ing hard at practice and getting bet-
ter,” Williamson said.

Raider starting pitcher John
Howarth was rolling along well for
the first four innings, yielding two
runs (one unearned) and scattering
four hits and three walks; however,
the Cougars, once they got on first
base, forced him to make many throws
to keep them in check. That harass-
ment finally paid off when Trotter led
off the fifth with an infield single and
promptly stole second base. From
that point, seven more Cougars
reached base safely before an out was
made. Midway through that blood-
letting, Howarth was relieved by Ryan
Haggarty just in time for him to yield
the grand slam to Williamson.

“John’s pitch count was getting up
there. We have a county game tomor-
row with Union. That’s a game that
we feel is more important than this

game. I have pitchers lined up for
tomorrow. I wasn’t bringing anybody
in who was going to potentially pitch.
We were pretty much down to the last
two guys and some have pitched one
or two innings all year,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock explained. “We
were throwing two guys on the mound
who don’t have the experience out
there against a team like Cranford
that is going to run all over the place.
It just puts more pressure on the
pitcher. At that point when it was 7-2,
we were just trying to throw strikes
and get outs.”

“We got back to what we were used
to, playing small ball, attacking teams
with the little things, like making
plays and running bases. We are not
going to be a team that is going to be
hitting a lot of homers like we did
today. We are a team that is going to
steal bases and not make mistakes,”
Trotter said. “It makes pitchers think,
and it helps out our batters. If we are
in scoring position, they are more
confident, and they are going to hit
the ball hard.”

“We were able to steal a couple of

third. I tried playing third, but I feel
more comfortable at second,”
Bagniewski said.

Siragusa, who has been nursing a
hip injury all season, improved to 5-
1, struck out six Raiders and demon-
strated her control by not allowing a
free pass. Meg Sawyer pitched the
final three innings and allowed one
run on three hits, while fanning three
and walking none.

“My hip is still sore, so I am not
myself yet, but hopefully I will be
back soon,” said Siragusa, who added.
“I am not usually a big walker. I usu-
ally have a lot of control over the ball.”

The Cougars made good on all six
of their hits. Brie Capece rapped a
two-run single and scored. Verilli
singled and scored twice. Melissa
Moreno singled and scored once.
Nicole Ravetier drew a bases-loaded
walk and later scored. Olivia
Salinardo walked and scored.
Siragusa (run scored) singled in her
first at-bat but was walked in her next
two at-bats.

“I hate being walked. That’s a pet
peeve,” Siragusa commented.

The Raiders totaled four hits. Lead-
off batter Kelly Lapham (1-for-3)

singled off Siragusa in the first inning.
Brokaw singled and scored the Raid-
ers’ only run in the seventh. Arielle
Zuaro doubled, and Courtney Zyla
singled but had delivered one of the
hardest shots of the game right into the
glove of leftfielder Julie Schott. Sara
Killeen had an RBI groundout.

Amanda Raphael started on the
mound for the Raiders before being
relieved with one out in the six-run
third by Dana DeCarlo. Raphael al-
lowed five hits and struck out two,
while walking five and hitting two
batters. DeCarlo yielded the big
double to Bagniewski and walked
three Cougars, while fanning one.

“We have a good crew here. We just
have to clean up the rough spots. We
get a little bit better each game. There
were a lot of good things that hap-
pened out there today. A couple of
more timely hits, one or two less
walks, we are back in it,” Coach
Hulnik said.

The Cougars took a 2-0 lead in the
bottom of the first when Bagniewski
tapped her RBI single and Kathleen
French drew a walk with the bases
loaded. But the real deciding factor
arrived in the third when the Cougars

blended four walks, Capece’s two-
run single, Verrilli’s chopping single
past short and Bagniewski’s three-
run double that came up just short of
clearing the fence for a home run.

“I am hoping for it [home run] one
day. One day it will come,”
Bagniewski predicted.

“With the exception of that one
inning, I thought we hung right in
there. We had a few hits that were hit
right at people. We are a couple hits
away from giving them a little bit
better battle, so I think it is something
that we are capable of. Competition
in some positions is still very close,”
Coach Hulnik said.

The rainy weather this spring,
which has caused several postpone-
ments, has been tough on most teams
trying to get into a proper rhythm and
establishing their final lineups.

“You play a game then you are
back inside for three days. It’s hard to
get some continuity, but other teams
are doing the same thing. So we have
to do the best we can,” Cougar Head
Coach Bob Bruno said. “We played
OK today. We were a little lethargic.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIRRING UP ACTION ON THE BASES…Cranford Cougar Sean Trotter steals third base as the ball sails out of range
of Raider third baseman Marcus Rivera in the first inning. The Cougars scored 10 runs in the fifth inning to win, 12-2. Go
to goleader.com – Click Online Cranford Sports pages at bottom for more.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST…Raider first baseman Lindsey Wilkinson gets the throw from third in time to make
the putout on Cougar Jenna Goeller in the fourth inning. Go to goleader.com – Click Online Cranford Sports pages for more.

SCOTCH PLAINS $435,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $669,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $775,000 WESTFIELD $475,000

CRANFORD $339,000 CRANFORD $389,000 FANWOOD $309,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $440,000

WESTFIELD $499,000 WESTFIELD $699,000 WESTFIELD $779,500 WESTFIELD $939,000

Charming Brick Cape w/remodeled Kit. Oak hwd flrs thruout. Spacious Master BR
w/Half Bath. Recreation Room w/Dry Bar- Separate Laundry Rm and Home Office.

Spotless Colonial with loads of updates. Hardwood floors, fireplace in living room,
deck off family room. Updated mechanical systems. Absolutely move-in condition.

GREAT PRICE! Sunny Cape offers LR, formal DR, 1st flr BR & bath, Eat-in kitchen, high
bsmt w/Rec rm. 2nd flr has 2/3 BR's & full bath. Beautiful fenced yard; Vict. playhouse incl.

Great opportunity. Well cared for home. w/wood flrs under carpet. Full hall bath. Over-sized
gar. Electric LR fplc. Pocket drs in EIK. Beautiful street & short distance Schl & transport.

Spacious Cape, Eat-in kit w/new appliances opens to Fam Rm, Newer fixtures in baths,
Master w/full bath & 2 closets, 1st floor office/nursery, large bedroom w/half bath & more!

Sunlit Ranch w/spac rms on acre of park like prop, hwd flrs thru out, Fam Rm w/built-
ins opens to deck, sunny Ei-Kit w/newer appls, Fab LR & formal DR. Idyllic location!

Stunning home! Extensive renovations in 1997 incl. Kitchen w/ample array of cabinetry & counters,
Master bath & more! Spectacular Great Room, sprawling back yard, huge deck & more!

Charming & inviting Colonial, LR w/fplc, lovely formal DR. Newer Kit w/pdwr rm & brkfst
rm, sunny parlor/den, nice BR, enclosed porch, great yard, close to everything location.

Surprisingly lrg updt colonial w/great curb appeal on a tree-lined str. Spacious 1st
flr fam rm, chestnut trim, handsome updates, and a flow perfect for today's living.

Gracious Colonial in great location! Master w/full BA, Liv rm w/fplc, large formal dining
room, Sunny Den, Ei-Kitchen w/Powder Rm, part finished bsmt. Some recent updates.

Gracious Colonial boasts 4 BR 3full BA on quiet tree lined street. Updated
Kitchen, Family Room, Deck, Private Yard, New Roof/Furnace - A must see!

Spac Colonial, Fam Rm & cust designed kit add - 03 w/Viking appls, LRw/fpl, Sun rm &
updt pdwr rm, Master w/full BA, fin 3rd flr & bsmt rec rm w/wet bar, nice yard, conv locn.
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Agent: Wende Gates MLS: 2850313 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2846310 Agent: Patricia Shakal MLS: 2851386 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2836139

Agent: Dorothy McDevitt MLS: 2853198 Agent: Elaine Demyen MLS: 2852021 Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 2852880 Agent: Joyce Antone MLS: 2852588


