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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Are You Calling Me
‘Old School’? Thanks

Most of the people I work with in
my real-life newspaper job were born
in the 1970s, before ESPN had forever
soiled the sports world as some of us
knew it, or maybe even in the ’80s.
They’re basically a good group, al-
though I sometimes wish they’d stop
calling me “old school.”

When I questioned them about con-
sidering pitcher Cliff Lee to be such a
white knight on a white horse for
taking Philadelphia’s $120 million
offer over the Yankees $140 million –
note: after turning down the Phillies at
$100 million – they called me “old
school” to be making such a big deal
about $20 million. Did they not take
economics in school? Do they think
$20 million is a mere pittance? Turn-
ing down a $100 million offer when so
many people are unemployed, when
the country is bankrupt and people are
living on food stamps? And, since
most of this pro-Lee group would be
considered very conservative, don’t
they realize how many bombs could
be made for $20 million?

Then I thought about what coaches
these people considered to be “old
school”: Paul Brown, Bear Bryant,
Gene Stallings, Nick Saban, Bill
Parcells, Bobby Knight, Mike
Krzyzewski and Gil Hodges. Who are
“new school”? John Calipari, Rick
Pitino, Urban Meyer, and AAU travel
team coaches.

You could probably include Gary
Kehler and Norm Koury under “old
school.” So, what exactly is so bad
about “old school”?

If you aren’t sure if you qualify as
“old school” or not, here’s a simple
test. Circle how many of the following
Devil’s Dozen you agree with, then
check below.

You are “old school” if you think …
… starting pitchers should finish

what they start . . . and pitch counts are
for wussies.

… watching sports on TV was better
when there were only seven channels,
and games only appeared occasionally.

… preening, pregame circle dances,
chest bumps, posturing after a tackle
and end-zone celebrations should not
be part of anybody’s real world.

… baseball has been ruined by man-
agers who use three or four pitchers to
each pitch to one batter.

… people still read newspapers to
follow what was going on in the world.

… basketball players should wear
shorts, not knee-length skirts or kilts.

… grown men shouldn’t go around
wearing a pro team’s game uniform
(T-shirts and hats are OK), and espe-
cially never a uniform with another
man’s last name on it.

… kids should learn to play sports
on the local playgrounds, without
AAU, club, travel, quote-unquote elite
teams or parents to ruin it ... and charge
big bucks to do it!

… people should only wear black
socks for church, weddings or funer-
als, not to play sports.

… the bowl season should just be
the Cotton, Sugar, Orange and Rose,
all on New Year’s Day, and NO with
sponsor names!

… ESPN has been the death of
sports, with its arrogant, loud-mouthed
analysts, absurd charts and graphics,
and playing up to home runs, dunks,
end zone celebrations and hockey
fights.

… professional athletes should be
paid so they need off-season jobs to
make ends meet, not more than the
president.

… the high school coach’s word
was the law; and nobody went crying
to the principal’s or athletic director’s
office.

If you agreed with any six of those
statements, you are old school. If you
agreed with nine, you are Olde School.
If you agreed with all 13, welcome to
my world.

Let me know how you did. It’d be
fun to see who else is, or isn’t, “old
school” out there.

BASEBALL UPDATE
It was great to see a huge turnout in

nasty, rainy conditions for the dedica-
tion of Bob Brewster Sr. Memorial
Field on April 23. Players and athletes
from the ’60s, ’70s, ’80s, ’90s and
’00s were there, along with the entire
current team, members of the Brewster
family, members of the Board of Edu-
cation, family friends, and WHS fans
in general.

Other towns undoubtedly do simi-
lar things, but I would like to think
moments like that are what makes the
Olde Town, Westfield High School
and our town’s sports teams and fans
so special. And Papa Brew’s wife,
Marge, threw a perfect strike to catcher
A.J. Murray to complete the dedica-
tion.

Three days later, it was WHS 10,
Cranford 0 in the first game at Brewster
Field.

TENNIS UPDATE
The WHS tennis team will be hosting

Cold Spring Harbor (N.Y.) on Tuesday,
4 p.m., at Tamaques Park. The Long
Island powerhouse has reportedly lost
one match in the last three years and is
looking for some good competition.
Former CSH Seahawk Lindsay Lohan
is in and out of jail, so her attendance is
doubtful, same as Billy Joel, whose first
solo album in 1971 was named “Cold
Spring Harbor.”

Congrats to the guys on winning
their seventh straight Union County
Tournament title, and 31st in school
history. Winning at first and second
singles were Tom Kowalski and Scott
Thompson, the second doubles pair-
ing on last year’s state champs; Alan
Chu, the winner at third singles, played
first dubs a year ago.

LACROSSE UPDATE
Caught the last period of the WHS-

St. Peter’s Prep game at rainy Kehler
Stadium on April 23. When the game
ended, a 5-4 win for the visitors, you’d
have thought the state-ranked St.
Peter’s players and fans had just beaten
Don Bosco in football, or at least
avoided the Mercy Clock, the way
they screamed and celebrated their 7-
3 team’s triumph over the 4-6 Blue
Devils. Almost the entire fourth quar-
ter was played in front of the St. Peter’s
goal; their goalie made at least four
amazing saves on point-blank shots,
and two other shots beat him but were
just wide. (p.s.: St. Peter’s lost its next
two games.)

IN PASSING
The WHS sports family recently

lost Jean Meiklejohn, mother of wres-
tler Skip (’71) and tennis whiz Penny
(’72).

DEN’S TOP FIVE
This week it’s the top five baseball

fields WHS has played at over the past
50 years.

Newark Schools Stadium. “The Old
Lady of Bloomfield Avenue” was built
in 1925 and was once home to an NFL
franchise, the Newark Tornadoes in
1930. Far as I know, WHS only played

there once, losing to Parsippany in the
1965 Greater Newark Tournament
championship game. Sat in the left-
field bleachers with Joe (The Mail-
man) Wheatley. It was less than 300
feet down fair lines to left and right,
but had to be about 1,500 feet to center
field.

Franklin Intermediate School Field,
Kearny. Short fence in right field, but
with a high screen, and deep fences in
left and left-center.

Gilder Field, Bordentown. OK,
WHS never played there, but the Post
3 Legion team did for several years in
the 1960s at a July Fourth tournament.
The field still has the concrete stands
along the third base line, but no longer
has the picnic area in the outfield,
where fans (like me and The Mail-
man) could bring subs and a six-pack
(or two) of beer and watch three or
four games.

Veteran’s Memorial Field, Rahway.
Before the current fence around the
field, right-center field had the con-
crete football seats in play. And passed
balls were just about impossible with
the close quarters at home plate. The
memory of Chuck Hood plowing into
a catcher to jar the ball loose is en-
graved in my memory.

Williams Field, Elizabeth. Beauti-
ful ballyard, with all kinds of weird
dimensions in the outfield – “It’s a
crazy field,” WHS coach Bob Brewster
said. “A ball hit into the left-field
corner, there’s no way to make a direct
throw to third base!” – plus the tall
right-field screen . . . airplanes landing
and taking off . . . the Route 1-9 traffic
whizzing past . . . and day games.

(Next time: five things about the
Westfield of my youth whose absence
I miss.)

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
The April winners of a free sub from

Ryan (The) Mann at Hershey’s are
Andrew Kirna and James Barry.

Kirna, a senior distance runner, won
the 1,600 and 3,200 runs in a dual meet
win over SPF, ran on the winning
distance medley at the Kearny Relays,
and anchored the winning distance
medley and 4x800 relays at the Blue
Devil Classic.

Barry, a senior first-year starter,
belted two home runs out of the No. 9
spot in the order to spark a 10-0 rout of
Cranford. He is only the ninth Devil to
hit two dingers in a game, the others
being Hunter (1924), Dick Myers
(1962), Skeeter MacCloskey (1970),
Kevin Stock (1988), Ron Nobile
(1994), Lamont Turner (1999), Alex
Zierler (2005) and Mike Murray
(2006).

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

Devils of the Week
James Barry (baseball)
Andrew Kirna (track)

Blue Devils’ Girls, Boys Top
Rahway in Track & Field

The Westfield High School girls
track & field team defeated Rahway,
93-45, and Plainfield, 101-38, while
the Westfield boys topped Rahway,
88-52, on April 26. The Blue Devil
girls swept four events, while the
boys swept two events.

Kaitlyn Johnson at 5:58.2, Danielle
Grimes at 5:58.9 and Ellie Tanji at
6:00 swept the 1,600 meters. Ashley
Edwards (26.9), Samantha Costello
(27.0 – personal record [PR]) and
Sirena Van Epp (27.2) swept the 200
meters. Alex Hawkins with a height
of 4-10, Jen Porch at 4-6 and Emily
Hutchinson at 4-4 swept the high
jump. Christina Mosco with a toss of
90-8, Costello at 82-0 and Meghan
Reilly at 81-5 swept the javelin.

Hannah Kronick (PR 1:05.6), Anna
Simon (PR 1:05.8), Amanda
Marcotullio (1:05.7) and Sophia
Devita (1:04.8) crossed first in the
4x400 with a time of 4:21.9. Grimes
and Alana Basile both at 14:57 tied
for first in the 3,200 meters. Edwards
at 1:00.2 and Simon at 1:02.5 (PR)
placed 1-2 in the 400. Edwards won
the 100 meters with a time of 12.3.
Kronick took first in the pole vault
with a height of 8-0. Van Epp at 33-2
and Devita at 30-3.5 placed 1-2 in the

triple jump.
Jon Henry at 1:59.5, Kevin Smith

at 1:59.8 and Jack Leahy at 2:00.3
(PR) swept the 800 meters. Declan
Fitzmaurice with a distance of 38-
5.25, Mike Depaolo at 38-4.25 and
Chris Jimenez at 37-5.25 swept the
triple jump. Depaolo took first in the
high jump with a clearance of 5-10.
Jimenez won the long jump with a
distance of 20-6. Max Bohall took
top honors in the javelin with a toss of
130-2.

Dan Luzzi at 4:35.5 and Evan
Tarlow at 4:35.9 crossed 1-2 in the
1,600. Edward Stocking won the
3,200 with a time of 11:11.6. Rob
Ciardullo (PR) and Kyle Star both at
11.3 took 1-2 in the 100. Ciardullo
(PR 22.8) and Star (23.2) took 1-3 in
the 200. Matt Gordner at 11 feet and
Peter Foltz at 9-6 (PR) placed 2-3 in
the pole vault. Luke Gibbons with a
shove of 38-10.5 (PR) and Ryan Elliott
at 34-1 placed 2-3 in the shot put.
Bryan Reilly at 1:02 placed second in
the intermediate hurdles. Sam Tooley
crossed third in the 400 with a time of
52.5.

Probitas Verus Honos

Direct Cell: 609-709-0664

Email: ncallahan25@hotmail.com

The Most Respected Name in Real Estate

Long Beach Island
RealEstateOnLBI.com

ZACK SHORE PROPERTIES

1000 Long Beach Blvd. Ship Bottom, NJ 08008  1-800-633-1140

Noreen Callahan
Realtor Associate

Middletown $4,895,000
NAVESINK RIVERFRONT-Elegant home on 1.74
acres.Riparian grant,boathouse, pool & cabana.Car-
riage house w/2 bdrm apt.

Pauline Poyner, Sales Associate 732-842-3200

Colts Neck $2,999,999
Beautiful custom Col on 12acs w/6BRs, 5 1/2 bths,
5fpls, hdwd flrs, updtd chef’s kit, in-grnd pool, det gar
/workshop & horse barn w/outdr lighted riding ring.

Kimberly Mulligan, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Fair Haven $3,500,000
PRIME WATERFRONT-1.78 acres,345' bulkheading,
riparian grant, dock, tennis courts. 10 room Colonial
& a 2 bedroom summer cottage.

Sarah Pomphrey, Sales Associate 732-842-3200

Colts Neck $2,850,000
Custom Estate home w/wrap around porch situated
on the Golf Course premier lot overlooking 11th hole.
Full finished Bsmt.

AdrianaD’Agostino, SalesAssociates 732-946-9600

Rumson $2,485,000
RUMSON ESTATE - 3.57 magnificent acres, pool,
poolhouse, tennis courts. Gracious 6 bedroom,4.5
bath Colonial, library, study.

Christine Kuch, Sales Associate 732-842-3200

Holmdel $1,899,000
Everything desired in Luxury home! 5BR, 3.4 acres,
fantastic neighborhood, finished walk-out basement,
lighted tennis/baskball court, etc.

Teresa Pavlinetz, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Wall Township $1,575,000
An Elegant Shore Colonial w/5BD & Gourmet
Kitchen has spectacular views of the Shark River. A
must see!!

Walter Kim, Sales Associate 732-449-2777

Scotch Plains $1,449,000
Spectacular 4/5 bedroom Colonial with circular
grand staircase features new kitchen, media room,
heated pool, 1st floor Master bedroom, over 1 acre.

Louis “Lou” Faruolo, Broker Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $1,295,000
Magnificent 5yr young 5 bedroom,3 1/2 bath Needle-
point home, Grand Foyer, LR, FDR, Gourmet EIK,
FR w/fpl, beautifully appointed & landscaped.

Frank Isoldi, Broker Sales Associate 908-233-5555

*Data based on closed and recorded transaction sides of homes sold for $1 million or more as reported by the U.S. Coldwell Banker® franchise system for the calendar year 2010. $USD. It should be used for comparison purposes only. Although Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. deems
this information to be reliable, it is not guaranteed. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

On average, Previews® handles $68.9 million in luxury homes sales every day.*
ColdwellBankerMoves.com • (973) 630-9368 • ColdwellBankerPreviews.com

Follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/CBRBNewJersey Follow us onTwitter at Twitter.com/CBRB_NewJersey

Previews
International,

the luxury division of
Coldwell Banker, has
been refining the

world’s most luxurious
lifestyles since 1933.
Previews continues to
be a dominant real
estate source for the
exceptional home

market, attracting the
world’s most qualified
luxury home buyers.

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS!

MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from 

$1,450/month
2 BR/2 BA apartments from 

$1,775/month

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

Courtesy of Paul Heroux for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING AT PENN RELAYS…Brandon Heroux, a 2008 graduate of Westfield
High School, while representing William and Mary, won the javelin event at the
Penn Relays in Philadelphia on April 30 with a toss of 239-9 on April 30.


