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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

County Lobbies Lawmakers for
‘Equal’ Treatment on Inmate Program

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Union County legislative delega-
tion and copied to this newspaper.

*****
On behalf of Union County, I am writ-

ing to ask for your assistance in procuring
Union County’s fair share in state aid in
the state budget for an inmate substance
abuse, residential treatment program.
There is a striking disparity —frankly, an
enormous disparity — between the
amounts that Essex County and Union
County receive for an identical program
at the same facilities.

The program is funded through state
aid and provided under contract by Edu-
cation and Health Centers of America,
Inc. offers residential treatment, day treat-

ment and outpatient aftercare for adult
county sentenced and pre-sentenced in-
mates. The provider’s residential treat-
ment services are offered in Newark at
either Delaney Hall or Logan Hall.

While Union County’s share has been
cut, Essex County has continued to re-
ceive 100 percent funding. In fact, the
Governor’s current budget proposal has
Essex receiving an increase from $15
million to $18 million for 2011, while
Union County is scheduled to receive
$2.5 million. That is $1 million less than
what it costs us to run the program. In
2010, Union County had its funding cut
from $3.1 million to zero. While Essex
County’s funding was initially eliminated
too, it was subsequently restored in the
Governor’s budget to its’ full amount of
$15 million.

Should Union County request full fund-
ing at 100 percent for the past two years,
we would be seeking $6.2 million. How-
ever, being realistic, we are hopeful to
receive $5 million, and are asking for
your full support in ensuring this appro-
priation occurs in the state budget.

As a member of the State Legislature
representing Union County, I am asking
you to please strongly consider support-
ing $5 million in the state budget funding
for this program to Union County. Your
support will help our taxpayers and our
2011 budget by helping restore Union
County’s fund balance, which has suf-
fered and is threatening our Aaa bond
rating.

The support you provide for funding
our rehabilitation program efforts at
Delaney Hall is a very worthwhile effort,
which provides many benefits to our
county. The individuals who complete
the program are employable and pre-
pared to be taxpaying citizens rather than
tax burdens and less likely to continue to
commit new crimes.

If you wish to discuss this further,
please feel free to contact me in my office
at (908) 527-4200.

Thanks for your attention to this im-
portant matter.

George Devanney
Union County Manager

Letters to the Editor

SP, FW Voters Thanked for Support
For 2011-2012 Board of Ed. Budget Thank you WF Voters

For Passing Budget
Thank you to Westfield voters for ap-

proving the 2011-2012 school district’s
budget. Although we are not the largest
community in Union County, we experi-
enced the highest number of “yes” votes.

Your support of our schools demon-
strates the value Westfield places on edu-
cation and the future of our children. I am
committed to ensuring the continuation
of quality programs for our students and
to fulfilling the educational and fiscal
expectations of our community. I am
pleased to report that as a result of the
budget’s approval, all programs will re-
main intact in 2011-2012.

I welcome returning board member,
Ann Cary, and newcomers Mark Fried-
man and Rosanne Kurstedt to the
Westfield Board of Education, and I thank
all the candidates for offering their ser-
vices to our district.

As we continue to honor students and
teachers with numerous achievements,
particularly this time of year, I extend my
appreciation to all who contribute to the
continued success of our school commu-
nity.

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Congrats to Winners
And All Who Ran

I would like to take a few moments to
congratulate Messrs. Cleary, Layne and
McFall on their well-earned election to
the SP-F BOE, and all those who worked
diligently to support a school budget that
was both responsible and affordable.

As importantly, I would like to thank
Messrs. Savoca, Root and DeVizio for
their candidacies because our whole
democratic process rests on representa-
tion of a broad spectrum of community
values; consensus comes out of an open
debate of issues – it cannot be achieved
by backroom dealing or judicial fiat.

To those of you who voted (and espe-
cially those of you who voted for me!),
thank you for making your voice heard; it
makes it less likely that you will be taken
for granted going forward.

And finally, I would remind everyone
that the full State Legislature is up for
reelection this year. Scotch Plains/
Fanwood happens to be represented by
Democrats (Scutari in the Senate, Stender
and Green in the Assembly), but when it
comes to reform of the drivers behind
property taxes, support for the status quo
is bipartisan. Whether Democrat of Re-
publican, remind your representatives in
the Assembly and Senate that you will be
holding THEM accountable for what hap-
pens – or does not happen – between now
and November.

Michael Lewis
SP-F BOE Candidate, Fanwood

Help Fight Cancer by Taking Part
In June 11 Auction In Westfield

Collapse of Bounce and Ride Air
House at Westfield Spring Fling

On May 1 at the Westfield Street fair
at about 4:20 p.m., the Bounce and Ride
Air House lost its air pressure causing
the house to collapse onto children play-
ing inside. Luckily, bystanders imme-
diately ran to the rescue by holding up
much of the house, thus giving time for
any children inside to escape unhurt.

These bystanders confirmed that no

children were still trapped inside. No
one was hurt in this potential disaster,
although smothering was a potential haz-
ard. The photo above is of the bystand-
ers holding up the air house and then
looking around after the incident.

Sherman Feller
Westfield

We would like to invite your read-
ers to assist us as we fight cancer by
coming to Jay’s Cycle Center in
Westfield on Saturday, June 11 from
7 to 9:30 p.m. for a silent and live
auction to benefit Dana Farber Can-
cer Research Institute through its
Jimmy Fund fundraising arm. The
four of us from Westfield will be
cycling 200 miles this summer in The
Pan Massachusetts Challenge (PMC),
the oldest and most successful ath-
letic fundraiser in the nation and ben-
efits the Jimmy Fund, which is affili-
ated with Harvard Medical School.
Last year the PMC raised $33 mil-
lion, 100 percent of which went di-
rectly for cancer research. Our team
of six Westfield and seven non-
Westfield cyclists raised more than
$100,000 in 2010, and we hope to
exceed that amount in 2011.

To kick off our fundraising for the
August 2011 event, Jay’s Cycle Cen-
ter will host our auction on Saturday,
June 11. Many items will be auc-
tioned, including: rounds of golf at
area country clubs, tickets to New
York shows, jewelry, handbags, per-

fumes, Yankees vs. Red Sox tickets at
Fenway Park, Mets tickets, Westfield
Symphony tickets, restaurant gift cer-
tificates, gift bags from local shops,
personal training sessions, food, rare
wines, cycling equipment, etc. There
will also be a 50/50 raffle. Pianist
extraordinaire Clem Ehoff has again
kindly agreed to provide live musical
entertainment at the auction.

Dinner food and appetizers have
been generously donated by several
Westfield restaurants. The signature
item up for bid at our auction is the
right to ring the opening bell on the
New York Stock Exchange on Friday,
August 5. This right is rarely given to
charitable causes and we are most
fortunate to be able to offer it. This
may be the last year that we are able
to offer auction this right.

So, whether or not cancer has di-
rectly impacted either you, your fam-
ily, a co-worker, or a friend, we en-
thusiastically ask you to please help
us fight cancer, enjoy a fun evening
and perhaps find a real deal by com-
ing to Jay’s Cycle Center on Elmer
Street on Saturday, June 11, at 7 p.m.

Helping rid the world of cancer as
best we can, we hardcore cyclists are:

Ed Carr, Tony Cook,
Bill Foley, Ed Gallagher

Westfield

My sincere thanks to the voters of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood for support-
ing the 2011-2012 school budget. I com-
mend the Board of Education for their
insight and creativity during these chal-
lenging economic times and for their

focus on delivering value for the invest-
ments our communities are making in
education. My thanks go to our PTAs for
their efforts to inform our families and
community members about this budget
and for the work they do throughout the
year to further the success of our schools.

Congratulations to Warren McFall on
his reelection to the board and to our
newly elected board members, Jeanne
Cleary and Douglas Layne. I also extend
my gratitude to Victor DeVizio, Michael
Lewis, Maggie Savoca, and Melanie Root
for their interest in serving on the board.
At a time when thoughtful public service
is so vital, our communities are fortunate
to have your commitment to draw upon.

I am privileged to work with the tal-
ented teachers, administrators and support
staff who are dedicated to our public
schools. Through their service combined
with our board’s leadership and the excep-
tional support we receive from our parents
and the Scotch Plains and Fanwood com-
munities create the winning teamwork that
will keep our public schools strong! Thank
you for valuing the importance of this
work on behalf of the students we are
serving now and in the future.

Margaret Hayes, Ed.D.
SPF Superintendent of Schools

Westfield School Board Has Both
Challenges And Opportunities Ahead
I am very honored to have been se-

lected by the voters of Westfield to serve
on the Board of Education. I have learned
a lot over these last 11 weeks about our
school district and I am eager to contrib-
ute towards the on-going development of
the Westfield Schools. I would like to
thank my family, especially my wife
Debbie, my friends and all of the new
people that I have met during this process
for their support. I would also like to
thank all of the candidates who stood up
to run in this election. This was a very
qualified group of people and I hope that
all of them will continue to contribute to
our schools.

I would also like to congratulate Ann
Cary on her re-election as well as fellow
newcomer Rosanne Kurstedt on her elec-

tion.
As I described during the campaign, I

truly believe that Westfield has a won-
derful foundation in our schools from
which to continue building. We clearly
have some challenges, but we also have
many opportunities. We will not be suc-
cessful in achieving our goals unless we
get the continued support from you, the
good residents of Westfield. Please let us
know how we are doing and become even
more engaged than you might already be.
We need your ideas and suggestions and
most of all, we need your continued inter-
est.

Thanks again for voting me a member
of the Westfield School Board.

Mark Friedman
Westfield BOE Member

Cuts to Nursing Homes
Could Be Dangerous
Could a $70 million+ cut in Medicaid

reimbursement for nursing homes and
specialty hospitals endanger our most
vulnerable citizens? Could it create nurs-
ing home nightmares?

The proposed cuts in the state budget
could threaten the quality of care for
many seniors who do not have options
other than nursing home care. The state
ought to do more to provide home- and
community-based care options, but until
it does, we need high-quality nursing
home care firmly in place.

During an AARP “teletown hall” on
April 20, AARP asked Governor Christie
to review the proposed budget cuts and
possibly restore some of the funding. The
Governor gave an affirmative response
and stated his shared concern regarding
quality of care. That’s good news. AARP
trust he will to do his best to protect our
most vulnerable citizens.

Cuts to nursing facilities could easily
result in personnel layoffs, and for vul-
nerable people in nursing homes, this
could be dangerous. Less is definitely
NOT more when it comes to nursing
care!

Christine Mancuso
AARP , Bernardsville

‘Tar and Weathered’
You newspaper guys are falling down

on the job. The streets around you are
crumbling and you have not said a word.

Take for example Clark Street, Lin-
coln and Prospect. All three are badly
cracking and no effort is being made to
halt the decay. The South Avenue train
station parking lot is full of cracks.

On the other hand, the parking lot for
Shop Rite Liquors on South Avenue has
faced the same difficulty, but has taken
steps to preserve what they have. They
have cleaned out the cracks in the pave-
ment and have poured tar into the cracks
to preserve the integrity of the pavement.

Most of the other towns surrounding
us have used the asphalt preservation
technique as well as the county. Maybe
they will loan us the equipment. Make
small repairs now or face huge bills later.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

Joe
knows
Cars...

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

I have used Park Grove Auto Body on several occasions

and have been  more than satisfied every time. I am spoiled

by the door-to-door service and my car comes back

practically brand new. Park Grove does high quality work,

is very professional, and handles all the paperwork and

negotiations with the insurance company. The attention to

detail is phenomenal. Joe Binko is trustworthy and easy to

work with. The process is completely hassle-free.

Jody W., Westfield NJ

Heres what our Customers are saying


