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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

District Mailing Lists
Were Misused by Perry

The PTO sent out a letter in favor of the
BOE budget. The violation of the law was
so obvious that they immediately with-
drew it as an organization letter. They
still misused their position and the orga-
nization mailing lists for a political pur-
pose.

Dr. Perry has sent out an allegedly
humorous letter which was un-arguably a
partisan viewpoint on the budget. He
used public mailing lists, public comput-
ers and time to advocate a political posi-
tion.

It should make no difference whether
the “cause’ is considered popular, un-
popular or innocuous. The BOE should
have a zero tolerance for use of its mail-
ing lists, time or machinery to advocate
for or against any public opinion. You
have to think of the consequences. What
would the board ever do if a Republican
principal agreed with Gov. Christie?

A. John Blake
Westfield

Congratulations to the
SPHS Swim Team

Congratulations to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Varsity Swim
Team in their capture of the long strived-
for state championship. Although my son
Craig is mentioned in your article of
March 3, 2011 (Raider Boys Sink
Princeton for Public B Swim Crown),
both my sons, Keith and Craig, were
members of the very first SPFHS swim
team in 1983.

My husband Fred, their father, went
before the school board against some
negative input (“don’t bother, it’s been
tried before”) and presented solid docu-
mentation that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School could field a reputable team
based on the numbers of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood kids swimming at the YMCA
and Highland Swim Club at that time.

His proposal was voted on and ac-
cepted and the first team became a reality.
Fred passed away in 2007. He would
have been so proud to learn of this team’s
accomplishment and the success of the
swim team program. But then, he knew it
all along. Congratulations, Raider Swim
Team, from the Hafer family.

Martha L. Hafer
Wyomissing, Pa.

Bird’s Eye View
The front-page photo last week of the

“white crane” is in fact a Great Egret not
a crane.

Tom Mann
Westfield

SP Republican Chairman Corrects
‘Misrepresentations’ on Sewer Utility

BOE Member McFall
Thanks Voters

I want to express my appreciation and
admiration to all those who voted me
back to serve a third term on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education and
who successfully passed the school bud-
get.

I join everyone in looking forward to
prosperous and productive new era in
managing our schools and providing a
fruitful future for our children.

Warren McFall
Scotch Plains- Fanwood BOE

I am writing in response to the letter to
the editor from Scotch Plains Democrat
Chairman Lou Beckerman. It contains
many misrepresentations and inaccura-
cies that I would like to clarify. Here are
the facts:

First, the fact is that the sewer utility
was created to enable the council to re-
main under the state-mandated cap in
2009, not so that they could raise taxes. In
fact, the municipal portion of our taxes
decreased significantly that year. The al-
ternative to creating the utility was mas-
sive layoffs of approximately 28 town-
ship employees. Indeed, if this year’s
budget passes, our municipal tax rate will
be three cents lower than in 2008.

Second, the fact is that the sewer utility
is a much more equitable way of paying
our sewer bills. We now pay based on
actual use rather than paying based on the
value of our houses, which means that
Mr. Beckerman and Councilman Glover,
who both pay fairly substantial property
tax bills, are paying less now under the
new system. It also means that nonprofits
that never paid before are paying now,
bringing more than $100,000 per year to
the township that it was not able to collect
under the old system. Because commer-
cial and nonprofit users now pay their fair
shares, every resident pays less than they
did under the old system.

Third, the fact is that the entire surplus
in the sewer utility is being returned to the
ratepayers. The majority of the council
chose to return it in phases to avoid huge
spikes in the rates over the next two years,
particularly for the commercial and non-
profit users who now pay the overwhelm-
ing majority of the bill.

Fourth, the fact is that the Mayor was

the first to discuss the issue of the surplus
at a council meeting. Mr. Beckerman was
not in attendance at the untelevised meet-
ing. In fact, the Mayor asked the CFO to
discuss the large surplus at the confer-
ence meeting where they were scheduled
to set the rate, exactly at the time they
needed to discuss it. Unlike Mr. Glover,
however, the Mayor does not spend her
time taking credit and patting herself on
the back. In fact, she shared credit with
Mr. Glover in spite of the fact that she was
the first to address the matter.

Fifth, Mr. Beckerman questioned
whether the Mayor addressed the down-
town business owners about the SID and
the $400 SID fee. In fact the $400 charge
was the result of a meeting with one of the
leaders of the business community who
said the flat fee would make it more
acceptable. The Mayor had numerous
meetings about the SID with the business
community over the last six years, in-
cluding a couple of meetings at Scotch
Hills. In fact the first time the SID was
considered, there were open meetings
every week for six months.

Sixth, the fact is that any money that
Councilman Glover claims he has saved,
or would like to save the taxpayers, pales
in comparison to the $25,000 per year he
is costing us taxpayers in the health ben-
efits that he takes from the township. I’m
fairly certain he is the only member of the
Scotch Plains Council who does. Mr.
Beckerman is comforted by Mr. Glover
“looking out” for him. It seems to me that
Mr. Glover is really only looking out for
himself.

Bill McClintock
Scotch Plains Republican Chair

Mountainside Voters Sent Message
By Voting Out BOE Incumbent

Mountainside voters last week sent a
strong message to the Board of Educa-
tion, indicating that they’ve had it with
the lax financial oversight that has nearly
bankrupted this district and threatened
the quality education it provides its kids.
Residents overwhelmingly voted onto the
board a challenger who publicly called
out longtime, still-seated board members
on their voting records and refusal to own
up to repeated poor fiscal decisions. In
voting him in, along with a three-year
incumbent, the public effectively estab-
lished a board unencumbered by any
lockstep majority, and one that will now
have to work collaboratively to accom-
plish the district’s goals.

Voters also last week passed the school
budget by a resounding 60 percent, the
largest approval margin in years. (In con-
trast, the 2010-2011 budget squeaked
through by a mere 83 votes, with 47
percent of taxpayers giving it a thumbs
down.) I believe this swing represents
taxpayer confidence in the district’s in-
terim business administrator, who has
worked tirelessly in short time to clean up
the financial mess left by his predecessor.

Enabled for years by a band of myopic
board members – some of whom con-
tinue to hold seats today – our previous
BA blew through restricted reserves, made
repeated accounting errors that resulted
in hundreds of thousands of dollars in
budget adjustments, failed to entertain or
enact several available cost-cutting mea-
sures and displayed a gross unwilling-
ness to be open with the public and press.

I ran for the BOE this year out of
frustration with this long-running cha-
rade of “fiscal responsibility;” the un-
willingness of still sitting board members
to admit a part in it; and the continued
reluctance by some of these same mem-
bers to actively seek public input on deci-
sions that affect not only the people who
foot the bill, but the kids and the curricu-
lum that depend on that money. I knew it
would be an uphill battle. With little
name recognition, there was slim chance
of my winning what one supporter of my
opponent dubbed a “popularity contest.”

A clearly nervous showing at Candi-
dates Night didn’t help my cause. I was
therefore overwhelmed by the outpour-

ing of support, advice and encourage-
ment offered to me, much of it by perfect
strangers who stepped in to help get my
message out. To lose by a mere 10 votes
was in itself a victory. Landing 49.5 per-
cent of the vote – against a popular in-
cumbent who last time around beat out
opponents by 70 and 100 votes, respec-
tively – is an indication that Mountainside
taxpayers are open to new voices and
perspectives. I am sincerely thankful to
everyone who supported me. I will con-
tinue to heed your advice to listen and
learn.

 Next year, two long-term incumbents
are again up for re-election, including
one who repeatedly and unapologetically
endorsed the bad decisions that led to the
budget crisis we now face. I fully intend
to return next year to claim those elusive
10 votes.

Jeane Parker
Mountainside

‘Girls Night Out’ Is A
Semiannual Event

I concur that the ‘Girls Night Out’ was
successful (as told to me by my wife).
However, the DWC article notes that the
“biannual” event is held in both the spring
and the fall. The correct term for an event
happening twice a year is “semiannual.”
It is a regrettably common error that I’m
sure Leader readers and staff would want
to be made aware of.

Mark Kaplan
Westfield

Thanks to Library Board
For Returning $239,927 to WF

On April 28, the Westfield Library
Board of Trustees unanimously voted to
return to our town $239,927 from the
library’s surplus. This amount represents
back payment for pension contributions
made by the town over the past five years
on behalf of the library employees.

By state law, all libraries in New Jersey
receive a dedicated amount of taxpayer
funding each year, regardless of need.
For the 2011 town budget the residents of
Westfield are required to send $2,449,484
to the library.

As a member of the Town Council and
the Library Board of Trustees, I would
like to thank Board President Doug
Stokes, Pam Wiaczek, James Capone,
Stacy Weinman, Michael Fisher, Tom
Delaney, Eric Leuthold and Gary
McCready for their work on behalf of the
library and continued support to reduce
the financial burden on the Westfield
taxpayers.

For the past three years, our library
board has returned significant funds to
assist Westfield’s budget. In 2009, ex-

cess library funds in the amount of $38,000
were returned to the town. In 2010, that
amount increased to $88,000. Now, in
2011, combined with this year’s return of
$239,927, our library board has returned
a total of approximately $366,000 in sur-
plus funds to our town. These funds have
helped to preserve services in Westfield,
including the library, while significantly
reducing the reliance on property taxes.
As these funds were taken from the li-
brary surplus, our library will remain
financially secure and continue to offer
great service.

Under the leadership of Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, we continue to look for cre-
ative ways to assist the town’s finances. I
remain committed to controlling spend-
ing without undermining our town’s tra-
dition of excellence.

I encourage you to contact me for more
information, please visit my website at
keithloughlin.com.

Keith Loughlin
Westfield Councilman

Three WF BOE Winners Have
‘Passion in Their Bellies’ to Serve

The election is over. The budget passed
and there is a new board of education for
the 2011-2012 school year. I cannot say
that I am not disappointed that I did not
win, but this is how democracy works.
The good news is that I believe the three
candidates chosen have passion in their
bellies to serve the people and children of
Westfield. Each comes with a unique set
of credentials that most towns in New
Jersey would be envious of. The pay is
terrible, but that does not matter.
Westfield, with all its quirks, is a town
that prides itself on community.

On a personal note, for those of you
who supported me through the campaign
and voted for me, I want to say thank you.

For those who did not vote for me, I hope
our paths will cross at a sporting event, at
a school or community event or just at an
impromptu gathering. At that time I hope
that we will have a chance to get to know
each other better and possibly become
friends. Finally, I would like to thank the
Board of Education, the PTA Council
and sub organizations, PTO’s, PTSO,
The Westfield Leader, The Hi’s Eye, The
League of Women Voters, Westfield
Patch, The Alternative Press and finally,
my husband for promoting a good cam-
paign. Until next year… (smile).

Karym Hoens
Westfield BOE Candidate

Kurstedt Thanks
Westfield for Support
I want to take this opportunity to thank

the Westfield community. I’m humbled
by the support and confidence and will
work hard to live up to the community’s
expectations. I would like to congratulate
the other newly elected board member,
Mark Friedman, and the re-elected board
member Ann Cary. I’m looking forward
to working with all the board members to
bring about more accessibiilty, account-
ability, and advocacy. I would like to
thank my campaign managers Liz
Brancatella, Lori Kraemer and Gina
Totino for organizing and running such a
smooth and positive campaign. I’d also
like to thank my campaign treasurer Mark
Rhodes, and of course, my husband and
children who always provide me with
strength and love.

I look forward to continuing the col-
lective conversations in which we en-
gaged throughout the campaign. I can
still be reached with questions or con-
cerns via my facebook page or e-mail.

Rosanne Kurstedt
Westfield BOE Member

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Culpon – A shred or splinter
2. Sapient – Wise; knowing
3. Rectirostral – Having a straight bill

or beak
4. Chukker – One of the periods into

which a polo game is divided

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

TEREBINTH
1. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
2. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones
3. A small European tree of the sumac

family. Turpentine tree.
4. A German helmet with a sharp metal

spike
DEAVE

1. To confuse or stun with noise
2. To understand or perceive
3. To belittle or humble
4. To run abandon; decamp

DICHOSTASIS
1. Spontaneous subdivision
2. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
3. State of exaustion; worn out
4. Motionless; inert

Killing of Bin Laden: ‘It's Exactly
Where He Belongs,’ Gov. Christie

Reaction to the death on Sunday of Osama Bin
Laden by the U.S. Navy SEAL team has been swift.
The Seals came in low by helicopter from Afghani-
stan and into Pakistan where 30 to 40 Seals stormed
a compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan where Bin
Laden was said to be hiding and killed him and four
others including one of his sons, according to news
reports.

The SEAL team was supported by the 160th
Special Ops Air Regiment, part of the Joint Special
Operations Command.

Elected officials serving New Jersey in Washing-
ton, D.C. and at the Statehouse in Trenton issued the
following statements:

“I want to commend President Obama’s Adminis-
tration for its commitment and dedication to finally
bringing Osama bin Laden to justice. As the former
U.S. Attorney and now Governor of New Jersey, I
speak for all the families of this state who have
courageously endured the unspeakable and devas-
tating consequences of terrorism.” Governor Chris
Christie.

“People across the civilized world will have great
satisfaction and relief with news of the death of
Osama bin Laden, one of the worst killers in the
history of man. He was a ruthless terrorist respon-
sible for a savage mission that killed thousands of
innocent Americans and others around the world.
Now we must be particularly diligent and let the
message get out that we we’ll do whatever is neces-
sary to stop this kind of madness.” U.S. Sen. Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.)

“As a nation, we may all feel some measure of
closure that justice was accomplished. That through
persistence and continued perseverance Osama Bin
Laden and others were found and held accountable.
Although Osama Bin Laden’s demise will not end
terrorist threats, his death is a significant blow to the
leadership of the al-Qaeda organization and sends
the message that the U.S. will find, destroy and
dismantle al-Qaeda and other terrorist organizations
that seek to threaten the United States and its citizens
at home or abroad.” U.S. Senator Robert Menendez
(D-N.J.)

“Confirmation of the death of Usama bin Laden is
a tremendous victory in the war against terror. The
brave men and women of our military forces and
intelligence services are to be commended for their
successful efforts. We must continue to be vigilant
now more than ever. But today we bring to a close a
decade-long search on bin Laden and, once again,
remember and honor all those lost on September 11,
2001. I also want to commend President Obama and

President Bush for their efforts to bring bin Laden
to justice.” Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th).

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield): “The
death of Osama Bin Laden achieves justice for the
3000 Americans lost on 9/11. While it will not
bring them back, I hope this truly enormous victory
in the War on Terror will at least offer some
measure of closure to the families of the fallen. The
thanks of a grateful nation, and our congratula-
tions, are owed to the United States Armed Forces
and Intelligence Agencies for their perseverance
over these many years. May we never, ever forget.”

“The residents of the State of New Jersey wake
up this morning to great relief – after nine and a half
years on the run, Osama bin Laden has finally been
brought to justice. My thoughts and prayers go out
to the families of the victims of Bin Laden’s reign
of terror, and I extend my gratitude to the men and
women of the Armed Services, who have fought
relentlessly to bring closure to one of our nation’s
greatest tragedies.” Assembly Republican Confer-
ence Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

“President Obama and all of the personnel in-
volved in this operation should be commended for
the intelligence and courage it took to finally
achieve a measure of justice for one of our nation’s
darkest days.” Assembly Homeland Security Chair-
woman Annette Quijano (D-20, Elizabeth).

“America has always stood for what’s right and
just in this world, and while it took nearly a decade,
Osama bin Laden has finally and rightly been
brought to justice. I laud President Obama and his
team and especially applaud the brave troops who
have fought so tirelessly and bravely against the
evil of terrorism, helping make this news pos-
sible.” Assembly Majority Leader Joseph Cryan
(D-20, Union).

“The news of Osama Bin Laden’s death hope-
fully provides some measure of closure for those
who lost family, friends and loved ones nearly 10
years ago. America’s resolve and commitment to
holding those accountable who perpetrated this
horrific and callous crime against humanity on
September 11, 2001 is a testimony that we will not
rest until justice is served.” Assembly Republican
Leader Alex DeCroce (R-26, Whipanny.)

“The news of Osama bin Laden’s death is a
profound moment for not only New Jersey fami-
lies, but for every American. Hopefully this news
can help the many New Jersey families who lost
loved ones on that tragic day and in the years since
continue the healing process.” New Jersey Demo-
cratic State Committee Chairman John Wisniewski.

More letters on page 17


