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Courtesy of Tom Mann
BRIGHTWOOD PARK...This “natural park” is a jewel in Westfield that we all should try to keep pristine. Photo collage features willow tree at the pond, wild
geranium, jack in the pulpit, trout lily and Canada geese. — Happy Mother’s Day, Mom.

Photo by Jim Lowney, County of Union
MOUNTAINSIDE BASKETBALL...Father John McCrone blesses the new bas-
ketball court between Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church and
Deerfield School in Mountainside. Construction of the basketball court was made
possible by funds from the Watts Foundation of Mountainside and a grant of
$50,000 from the Union County Kids Recreational Trust Fund. Pictured, left to
right, are: Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Union County Freeholder Angel
Estrada and Father McCrone.

appropriation to be offset by revenue
from the Open Space Recreation and
Historic Trust Fund.

To close the revenue gap, the county
is adding another $700,000 for a total
of $18.7 million of surplus funds,
$2.4 million from the Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Trust Fund,
and an additional $480,000 from re-
imbursement funds for housing state
inmates at the county jail, for a total
of $980,000. Mr. Caroselli said the
county’s remaining surplus would be
reduced to $3.8 million.

“This is not the budget we envi-
sioned this year,” County Manager
George Devanney responded. “We
knew and we saw what was coming
from the state. What we didn’t see,
quite honestly, was a $10-million re-
duction in revenues which directly
impacted this budget.”

He said the county’s two 24/7 fa-
cilities, Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal and the county jail, were impacted
the most by state funding cuts. The
state’s reimbursement for prisoners
housed at the county jail has gone
from $4 million to $1 million, while
the Medicaid reimbursement rate at
Runnells was changed last year,
“thereby creating another seven-and-
a-half-million gap that we had to
fill,” Mr. Devanney stated.

The county manager said without
the $10-million revenue shortfall, the
county tax levy increase could con-
ceivably have been $3.8 million over
2010 instead of $13.8 million. He
said that would have resulted in a 1.4-
percent tax increase, or a $35 in-
crease on the average household in
the county.

Speaking on changes to the Delaney
Hall line item, Human Services Di-
rector Frank Guzzo said the county
has a contract with Education and
Health Centers of America, Inc. to
provide substance-abuse and behav-
ior-modification services at Delaney
for county inmates. He said Union
County believes it should be receiv-
ing the same reimbursed rate as Essex
County, which has been reimbursed
100 percent of its costs and is to
receive $18 million in 2011.

Mr. Caroselli said Union County is
requesting $5 million rather than the
$6.2 million actual costs incurred by
the county. As it stands, the county is
to receive $2.5 million from the state.

“The taxpayers are the ones being
penalized here by not getting the same
funding for the same program in the
same place as they are in Essex
County,” Freeholder Sullivan com-
mented.

In his budget summary remarks,
Mr. Devanney said the county put on
hold existing vacancies to save $1
million, cut the social services bud-
get by $600,000, and reduced the
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County Reconfigures Budget
capital improvements budget
$700,000, “which is what brought us
down to $13.8 (million tax increase),”
Mr. Devanney said.

In addition, he said the county
joined a joint insurance fund, which
saved $1 million for $8 million of
liability insurance, reduced overtime
at the jail by $2.5 million over the last
three years, and froze union and non-
unionized salaries over the past sev-
eral years.

Mr. Devanney said the county saved
$500,000 by privatizing the mainte-
nance of its two remaining golf
courses, Galloping Hill in Kenilworth
and Ashbrook in Scotch Plains, which
follows an agreement in 2009 with
Illinois-based KemperSports to op-
erate the courses. He said golf opera-
tions are now making money for the
county after running deficits.

“We thought we had a budget that
we could be very proud of. Given
what we were faced with and given
where we are, I am proud [of this
budget,]” he said.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Linden resident Joe Lindsey
said the county budget was $365 mil-
lion a few years ago. He said last year,
the county portion of his property
taxes increased $108.

“I want to know what kind of work
you’re doing to lower that $108,” Mr.
Lindsey said, adding that county taxes
comprise 16 percent of local prop-
erty-tax bills in Linden. With that
reasoning, he said his tax increase
should be $50, not $108. “It’s four
times the amount,” Mr. Lindsey said.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
the freeholder board has “the oppor-
tunity to actually say Union County
is spending too much money.”

“Union County is the third highest
tax-stressed county in the nation,”
said Mr. Paterson. “We can’t bear
these taxes anymore.” He said county
taxes have increased $140 million, or
94 percent, since 2000 while the
overall county budget, including the
open space tax, has jumped 62 per-
cent.

Mr. Devanney later responded that
as a portion of total revenues, at 60
percent Union County’s tax levy is
the fourth lowest of the 21 counties in
the state, noting the county has worked
hard to produce other revenue sources.

Al Faella, director of the Depart-
ment of Recreation and Community
Renewal, said the county also is faced
with losing $6 million in the Com-
munity Development Block Grant
funds this year.

“It is very disturbing and it is very
distressing,” Mr. Faella said, noting
the program provides a “safety net”
for persons needing assistance, in-
cluding helping some homeowners
avoid foreclosure.

Mahr told residents that “safety is
not for sale.”

Most of the 45-minute joint meet-
ing was taken up by brief state-
ments read by each of the council
members, with everyone express-
ing general support, although to
varying degrees, for the merging of
services. Scotch Plains Councilman
Michael Marcus said increased
shared services would “clearly ben-
efit” both towns, while Fanwood’s
Councilman Russell Huegel called
on residents to “embrace this op-
portunity.” Scotch Plains Council-
man William Vastine said that con-
cerns about possible deterioration
in services were a “red herring,”
adding that in the case of the two
police departments, he was confi-
dent that public safety officials
would not allow any decline in ser-
vices to occur.

Fanwood Councilman Michael
Szuch, however, urged that smaller
departments be merged first “to
measure the success” of such a move
before combining larger depart-
ments. His colleague, Robert
Manduca, saying that “shared ser-
vices done badly can make things
worse,” called for “measurable,
document-able savings” as part of
any merger moves.

It is expected that the two coun-
cils will meet jointly again by the
end of June to consider the prelimi-
nary findings on the merger of the
three departments.
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Courtesy of Steve Falco
TREES...The Park Middle School Environmental Club displays the Tree City
USA flag at this year’s Arbor Day celebration at Carriage House Park in
Fanwood. Also pictured are council members Russ Heugel and Kathy Mitchell,
along with Fanwood Department of Public Works Director Clint Dicksen. Tree
specialist Kenny Blom is in the bucket truck, from which he demonstrated
pruning techniques during the program.

case Shackamaxon ever ceases golf
operations and sells to a developer.
Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola called
the plan “an insurance policy to
maintain open space.” Councilman
William Vastine said the council
was “putting in place a protection”
so that if Shackamaxon is unable to
operate as a golf course at some
point in the future, “we have a way
to control what comes next.”

Earlier, Mayor Malool called the
move “the responsible thing to do,”
in order to prevent an excessive
housing development from ever
being built at the property.
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Fanwood Celebrates Arbor Day
FANWOOD – Fanwood held its

annual Arbor Day Program April 29 in
Carriage House Park. A tree-pruning
demonstration was conducted by the
Fanwood Department of Public Works
(DPW) crew in its new bucket truck.
The truck is now available for pruning
hazardous trees in the borough. Clint
Dicksen, Fanwood’s DPW director, said
that the truck will allow the borough to
do “in-house” pruning – saving money
that would otherwise go to private con-
tractors at a considerable cost.

The event began with a flag cer-
emony by Junior Girl Scout Troop
No. 40828 from Brunner School.

Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell read
the Arbor Day Proclamation, after
which the Tree City USA flag was
unfurled. Fanwood has earned the
Tree City USA designation for 18
straight years. The Park Middle
School Environmental Club was on
hand to give tips regarding the proper
way to mulch trees. The club potted
200 Douglas Fir seedlings that were
given away to all who attended.

The event was sponsored by the
Fanwood Shade Tree Commission.
Anyone interested in receiving a Dou-
glas Fir seedling should contact the
commission before the supply runs out.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed the ongoing demolition of the
former Rocco’s Tavern building on
Terrill Road.

Borough Engineer Dominic
Carrino said the garage is being
knocked down now, asbestos removal
in the rest of the building and cap-
ping of the sewer line will begin next
week, and then full demolition is
expected to be underway the week of
May 16.

Mr. Carrino provided updates re-
garding current public works
projects. He said new electric power
poles and lines are replacing the cur-
rent ones across the borough on a
transitional basis. Mr. Carrino stated
the new poles will be taller and the
lines will carry higher voltage than
their predecessors.

Regarding the Belvidere Avenue
reconstruction project, Mr. Carrino
said concrete work is nearly com-
plete and paving is set to get under-
way in stages next week. He said the
placement of new retaining walls
made of railroad ties along part of
King Street is complete, although
the borough is working with one
resident who requested some modi-
fications along part of his property.

Councilman Robert Manduca asked
about the quality of the work, which is
among the first performed by local
unemployed skilled laborers based
out of a union hall in Elizabeth.

“I think it’s good
workmanship…all in all it looks very
well and they did a nice job,” re-
sponded Mr. Carrino, adding that
using the union laborers on local pub-
lic works projects when possible will
cost less “because you don’t have to
go through the whole bidding pro-
cess.”

The governing body also held on-
going discussions on whether to buy
or lease new lighting for the parking
areas at Borough Hall.

During public comments, two resi-
dents raised questions about the long-
delayed project to restore and old
Jersey Central Railroad caboose,
which was donated to the borough
and has been sitting for a long time –
due to government red tape – at the
Recycling Center.

Plans are to professionally sand-
blast the caboose and remove any
hazardous materials using grant
money, and then bring it back to life
as a local museum at the train station,
using volunteers who have been wait-
ing to begin the work.

Resident and council candidate
Jason Benedict suggested this is “not
the time” to be “throwing good money
after bad” if the cost of the project
exceeds available grant funding or is
further delayed.

Ms. Dolce said there should be “an
exit strategy…should we need to
abandon [the caboose].”
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have all programs for the kids be-
cause that’s what it’s all about.”

“I want to thank the Westfield com-
munity for giving me another oppor-
tunity [to serve],” Mrs. Cary said.

Voters in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood district passed a $73.6-mil-
lion tax levy by a tally of 2,173 to
1,189. The budget passed 1,516 to
861 in Scotch Plains and 671 to 345
in Fanwood.

A total of $58 million will be
collected in school taxes in Scotch
Plains, resulting in a $64 increase
for a home assessed at $122,000,
while $16.9 million will be col-
lected in Fanwood, a decrease of
$151 over 2010 for a home assessed
at $84,536.

“We are pleased that the voters of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood saw fit to
support the school budget this year,”
BOE President Trip Whitehouse said.
“The board believes the budget con-
tinues to bring value to our communi-
ties, witnessed by our students’
achievements and our costs per pupil
to deliver the curriculum.”

In the race for school board seats,
in Scotch Plains voters chose Dou-
glas Layne, 1,122 votes, and incum-
bent Warren McFall, 979 votes, over
Victor Devizio, 776, and Melanie
Root, 738, for two seats representing
the township on the board.

In Fanwood, Jeanne Cleary, with
428, was the top vote getter, fol-
lowed by Margaret Savoca, 249, and
Michael Lewis, 188. Ms. Cleary, a
previous McGinn School PTA presi-
dent and PTA Council president, will
replace Rob O’Connor who did not
seek reelection.

“I would like to thank the Fanwood
voters for giving me the opportunity
to serve on the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Board of Education. I look forward to
addressing the challenges ahead while
representing the best interests of our
students and our taxpayers. I appreci-
ate the well wishes and support I
received from so many people the
last few weeks,” Ms.. Cleary said.

Mountainside voters passed a
$13.4-million tax levy in support of a
$15-million budget by a tally of 595
to 400. The tax levy represents an

increase of $451,302 over 2010. The
owner of a home assessed at $165,537
will see an increase of $149 in school
taxes.

Voters in the borough also reelected
board of education member Cathy
Jakositz, 584 votes, and elected Dante
Gioia, with 578, with incumbent
Maureen Hess garnering 422 tallies
in the race for two BOE seats. Incum-
bent Carolyn Williams received 461
votes to edge New York Post reporter
Jeane Parker, 449, in the race for a
one-year unexpired term. Mr. Gioia
is vice-president of finance and op-
erations of a $600-million public com-
pany.

Garwood voters passed both the
$6.7-million tax levy as well as a
second question to exceed the state’s 2
percent cap on operating budgets. The
tax levy passed by a vote of 462 to 195,
while the second question, which
sought to exceed the spending cap by
$134,744, passed 428 to 227. The
passage of both questions will result
in a tax increase of $38 on a borough
home assessed at $100,000.

Incumbent Christine Guerriero and
Aaron Watkins were unopposed in
their bids for board seats. Board Vice-
President Linda Koenig, with 50
votes, defeated 2010 BOE candidate
Thomas Evelina, 22 tallies, and Dou-
glas Norrie, 8, in a write-in contest
for the third open BOE seat.
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