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Courtesy of Mark Harbaugh
TERRORIST TOPPLED...Thousands gathered outside the White House Sunday
night into Monday to celebrate the death of Osama bin Laden. Taking part in the
celebration were Westfield High School (WHS) graduates Will and Mark
Harbaugh.  Pictured, left to right, are: Will Harbaugh (WHS Class of 2007), Tyler
Marshall and Mark Harbaugh (WHS Class of 2005).

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GROUP EFFORT...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, standing, makes a point at
a shared-services forum held Monday night. Representatives from Fanwood and
Scotch Plains announced that a consensus had been reached to begin the process
of merging departments, including police, courts and construction, in an effort to
provide more efficient service and cut costs.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
EYE SORE NO MORE…Demolition of Rocco’s, a former bar and packaged goods
store at the intersection of Terrill Road and Midway Avenue in Fanwood, began last
week. Since going out of business several years ago, the building had fallen into
disrepair and the upstairs apartments had become unsafe for habitation.

School Budgets Pass in SP-
FW, MS, WF and GW
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Fanwood Council Prepares
Budget; Discusses Projects

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil is preparing to introduce the new
municipal budget. Although no fig-
ures or percentages have been made
public, introduction of the 2011
spending plan is expected to be on the
agenda at the governing body’s regu-
lar meeting next Tuesday night.

At this week’s Tuesday night
agenda meeting, Councilman Mike
Szuch questioned “a couple of line-
items that seemed excessive.” These
pertained to funds set aside for antici-
pated tax appeals, police dispatching
expenses owed to the county, down-
town revitalization, and pension costs.

Borough Clerk/Administrator
Eleanor McGovern and Borough At-
torney Dennis Estis explained the
purpose – and justified the cost – of
each line item and there was no fur-
ther discussion pertaining to the bud-
get.

A planned discussion of the
borough’s 2011 Capital Budget was
postponed, due in part to the absence
of Mayor Colleen Mahr. Council
President Joan Wheeler presided over
the agenda meeting in the mayor’s

absence.
The governing body discussed a

proposed ordinance authorizing a
two-hour parking restriction for the
entire length of Midway Avenue. The
measure also would set up permit
parking, in line with the fee structure
at the train station, on Midway be-
tween Forest Road and Ridgeway
where many commuters now park for
free.

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
the borough is “waiting for permis-
sion from the county” before making
the Midway parking ordinance offi-
cial. Borough Clerk/Administrator
McGovern also noted county free-
holders also have to approve a related
resolution, which they “are inclined
to.”

Former council member Donna
Dolce suggested consideration of a
“blanket ordinance” to restrict park-
ing, as opposed to the governing
body’s current approach of adopting
parking restrictions “street by street.”

Council members indicated infor-
mal support for that concept, with
Councilman Parenti stating, “I can’t
disagree with that.”

Scotch Plains Council Green Lights
Shackamaxon Redevelopment Plan
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday voted to
approve an ordinance adopting a re-
development plan that provides for
the future use of the Shackamaxon
Country Club and various municipal
properties in the downtown business
district.

The governing body’s 3-2 party-
line vote to adopt the plan came after
multiple residents and Shackamaxon
members voiced concerns or outright
opposition to the plan, which Mayor
Nancy Malool said at several points
during the two-hour session was be-
ing enacted “in order to protect 145
acres from becoming 100 houses

some day.” She also emphasized that
as long as Shackamaxon is operated
as a golf course, the redevelopment
plan will not need to be implemented.
“It’s there ‘just in case,’” she said.

The need for the plan arose earlier
in the year when township officials
learned that the facility was for sale
and that potential buyers might want
to develop the property into residen-
tial housing. The plan envisions that,
in the event that Shackamaxon ceases
to operate as a golf course, each of
three sub-areas earlier designated by
the council as areas in need of reha-
bilitation – namely the Shackamaxon
property; the downtown municipal
properties including the municipal
building, the adjacent parking lot and

the library; and the public works prop-
erty on Plainfield Avenue –could be
redeveloped individually or together
as part of a comprehensive redevel-
opment plan.

That would involve the transfer of
certain municipal properties to a re-
developer for private development in
exchange for redevelopment of the
entire Shackamaxon property as a
mixed-use development, with 50 per-
cent of that land set aside in dedi-
cated open space and the other half
developed for recreational wellness,
retail uses and residential dwellings
and municipal facilities.

Several residents spoke prior to the
council’s vote, with some seeming to
fear that the golf course’s operations
would be imminently affected by the
adoption of the plan or that
Shackamaxon’s pending sale to RDC
Golf Group, a New Jersey-based golf
management firm, would be threat-
ened. In addition, Jennifer Smith, an
attorney representing Shackamaxon
in its recently-filed lawsuit challeng-
ing the designation of its property as
an area in need of rehabilitation, spoke
to the council. She called the redevel-
opment plan “terribly vague” and said
its formulation was a “rushed pro-
cess.”

Mayor Malool said the council
faced time constraints to formally
designate the properties and adopt a
plan, since on May 5 a state law goes
into effect that forbids towns from
rezoning property once a develop-
ment plan for that property has been
filed with local authorities.

Council members’ sentiments on
Tuesday mostly echoed what has been
said at earlier stages in the process.
Democratic councilmen Kevin
Glover and Michael Marcus voted
against adoption of the plan, with Mr.
Glover calling it a “serious mistake.”
Mr. Marcus, besides criticizing the
need for a plan and saying it was not
in the best interests of the township,
also decried the legal fees that will be
incurred by the township as it de-
fends the lawsuit filed in response to
the council’s actions.

The three Republicans on the coun-
cil reiterated their opinions that it
was better to have a plan in place in
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 Shared Services Talks Underway
Between Scotch Plains and Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
–  School budgets in  Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Mountainside, Westfield
and Garwood passed last Wednes-
day. Voters also selected new mem-
bers to their local school boards.
Countywide, 18 of 20 school bud-
gets passed. Only budgets in Lin-
den and Rahway were defeated.
Turnout ranges from 20 to 22 per-
cent in this newspaper’s coverage
area, but only 13 percent
countywide.

In Westfield, the district’s $83-
million tax levy passed 2,433 to
1,679. The budget passed in 12 of
the town’s polling locations, only
being defeated in Ward 2, District 5
at Wilson School; Ward 3, District
1 at the Westfield Rescue Squad
polling location and Ward 4, Dis-
trict 5 at Jefferson School.

The levy will fund a total budget
of $91.9 million. Taxes on a home
assessed at $184,000 will increase
by $171.

In the race for three open seats on
the school board, Rosanne Kurstedt
was the top vote getter with 2,088
tallies, followed by Mark Fried-
man, 1,875, and incumbent Ann
Cary, 1,359. Ms. Cary was reelected
by 125 votes over fourth-place fin-
isher Keith Hertell, with 1,234. Fin-
ishing out the field was Joseph
Miceli, 1,225; Jennifer Silva, 1,078,
and Karym Hoens, 926.

Ms. Kurstedt, an adjunct profes-
sor in Fordham University’s Mas-
ters in Literacy Teaching Program,
and Mr. Friedman, a licensed Certi-
fied Public Accountant who now
runs his own e-commerce and digi-
tal marketing firm, will replace Gary
McCready and Alice Hunnicutt,
both of whom did not seek reelec-
tion.

“I am so excited. I couldn’t have
done it without the help of my
friends and neighbors, people who
I met on the campaign,” Ms.
Kurstedt said. “I am really looking
forward to jumping right in and
getting started on moving things
forward and getting to know the
other board members, and doing
what I can to make our schools the
best that they can possibly be for
our kids. Teaching them learning
excellence.”

Speaking on the passage of the
Westfield school budget, BOE
President Julia Walker said the vote
was “decisive.”

“For me it reaffirms the fact that
taxpayers and parents in Westfield
not only support the education but
recognize that it is a priority in this
town,” Mrs. Walker said. “And we
are all very fortunate that the bud-
get continues to pass even in these
economic times.”

Adding on to that, Mrs. Cary said
she was “thrilled that the budget
passed and I am thrilled that we will

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Intensified
discussions will soon get underway
to merge the police departments, the
municipal courts and the construc-
tion offices in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, as both towns move for-
ward on various joint efforts to pro-
vide services and cut costs.

At a joint meeting of the two mu-
nicipal councils on Monday evening
– the first one ever held – the 12
members in attendance, seven from
Fanwood and five from Scotch Plains,
announced that a consensus had been
reached to begin in earnest the pro-
cess of merging departments by fo-
cusing on police, courts and con-
struction.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
said the two challenges in this effort
will be providing services that are

“equal to or better” than at present
while saving both towns money.

The heads of the three departments
will spend the next several weeks
meeting with their counterparts in
the other town, as well as with other
key members of their departments, to
develop a plan on how best to merge
their functions while also looking
into the cost savings involved and
how a merged department would work

operationally.
Addressing some earlier concerns

raised by residents about whether a
merged police force would have a
negative effect on police response
times, the level of patrols and other
issues, both mayors emphasized that
such a merger will have to be accom-
plished without any detriment to pub-
lic safety. Fanwood Mayor Colleen
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County Reconfigures Budget
After N.J. Disallows $5.7 Mil.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday introduced
an amended county budget of $482
million after the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
disallowed $5.7 million of revenues
projected in the county’s initial spend-
ing plan. The tax levy will remain at
$291.2 million, a $13.8-million, or
4.9-percent, increase over last year.

Among those revenues rejected
were $2.5 million from a drug reha-
bilitation program, Delaney Hall in
Newark, for Union County jail in-
mates; $2 million from an extension
of a Union County Utilities Author-
ity (UCUA) lease with Covanta En-
ergy for the Union County Resource

Recovery Facility in Rahway, the
county’s waste to energy garbage in-
cinerator, and a reduction of $170,000
in realty transfer fees for a new figure
of $2.8 million. In addition, the county
clerk’s office’s revenue stream was
reduced $440,000 to $1.7 million.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
county is anticipating state approval
of the UCUA-Covanta lease by June
1. Finance Director Larry Caroselli
said the state’s Local Finance Board
must approve the UCUA lease before
the county can include that $2 mil-
lion as revenue.

In addition, the county had to in-
crease the appropriation of parks
maintenance salaries and wages by
$2 million to $2.7 million, with this
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Courtesy of Dan Sullivan
IN REMEMBRANCE…Scotch Plains First Responders stand at attention as a piece of steel from the World Trade Center
arrives during a ceremony in Scotch Plains on Saturday, in which the steel was presented to the township. On September
11, 2011, the township will dedicate a monument on the Alan Augustine Village Green to both the victims and the survivors
of 9/11. The monument will be built using World Trade Center steel.


