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I can help you protect your growing family at an
affordable price.
It’s  difficult  to  imagine,  but  someday  you  may
not  be  there  to  provide  for  those  you  love.  The
right life insurance can help keep them financially
secure. Call me today for affordable options.

Ron Bansky
908-301-0711
 
519 South Ave W.
Westfield

With Allstate life insurance,
love wins.

Life  insurance  offered  by  Allstate  Life  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL,  and  Lincoln  Benefit  Life
Company:  Lincoln,  NE.  In  New York,  Allstate  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New York,  Hauppauge,  NY.  ©
2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Courtesy of Tom Mann
BRIGHTWOOD PARK...This “natural park” is a jewel in Westfield that we all should try to keep pristine. Photo collage features willow tree at the pond, wild
geranium, jack in the pulpit, trout lily and Canada geese.  – Happy Mother’s Day, Mom.

district passed a $73.6-million tax levy
by a tally of 2,173 to 1,189. The budget
passed 1,516 to 861 in Scotch Plains
and 671 to 345 in Fanwood.

A total of $58 million will be col-
lected in school taxes in Scotch Plains,
resulting in a $64 increase for a home
assessed at $122,000, while $16.9 mil-
lion will be collected in Fanwood, a
decrease of $151 over 2010 for a home
assessed at $84,536.

“We are pleased that the voters of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood saw fit to
support the school budget this year,”
BOE President Trip Whitehouse said.
“The board believes the budget contin-
ues to bring value to our communities,
witnessed by our students’ achieve-
ments and our costs per pupil to deliver
the curriculum.”

In the race for school board seats, in
Scotch Plains voters chose Douglas
Layne, 1,122 votes, and incumbent
Warren McFall, 979 votes, over Victor
Devizio, 776, and Melanie Root, 738,
for two seats representing the township
on the board.

In Fanwood, Jeanne Cleary, with
428, was the top vote getter, followed
by Margaret Savoca, 249, and Michael
Lewis, 188. Ms. Cleary, a previous
McGinn School PTA president and
PTA Council president, will replace
Rob O’Connor who did not seek re-
election.

“I would like to thank the Fanwood
voters for giving me the opportunity to
serve on the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Board of Education. I look forward to
addressing the challenges ahead while
representing the best interests of our
students and our taxpayers. I appreci-
ate the well wishes and support I re-
ceived from so many people the last
few weeks,” Ms.. Cleary said.

Mountainside voters passed a $13.4-
million tax levy in support of a $15-
million budget by a tally of 595 to 400.
The tax levy represents an increase of
$451,302 over 2010. The owner of a
home assessed at $165,537 will see an
increase of $149 in school taxes.

Voters in the borough also reelected
board of education member Cathy
Jakositz, 584 votes, and elected Dante
Gioia, with 578, with incumbent
Maureen Hess garnering 422 tallies in
the race for two BOE seats. Incumbent
Carolyn Williams received 461 votes

percent tax increase, or a $35 in-
crease, on the average household in
the county.

Speaking on changes to the Delaney
Hall line item, Human Services Di-
rector Frank Guzzo said the county
has a contract with Education and
Health Centers of America, Inc. to
provide substance-abuse and behav-
ior-modification services at Delaney
for county inmates. He said Union
County believes it should be receiv-
ing the same reimbursed rate as Essex
County, which has been reimbursed
100 percent of its costs and is to
receive $18 million in 2011.

Mr. Caroselli said Union County is
requesting $5 million rather than the
$6.2 million actual costs incurred by
the county. As it stands, the county is
to receive $2.5 million from the state.

“The taxpayers are the ones being
penalized here by not getting the same
funding for the same program in the
same place as they are in Essex
County,” Freeholder Sullivan com-
mented.

In his budget summary remarks,
Mr. Devanney said the county put on
hold existing vacancies to save $1
million, cut the social services bud-
get by $600,000, and reduced the
capital improvements budget
$700,000, “which is what brought us
down to $13.8 (million tax increase),”
Mr. Devanney said.

In addition, he said the county
joined a joint insurance fund, which
saved $1 million for $8 million of
liability insurance, reduced overtime
at the jail by $2.5 million over the last
three years, and froze union and non-
unionized salaries over the past sev-
eral years.

Mr. Devanney said the county saved
$500,000 by privatizing the mainte-
nance of its two remaining golf
courses, Galloping Hill in Kenilworth
and Ashbrook in Scotch Plains, which
follows an agreement in 2009 with
Illinois-based KemperSports to op-
erate the courses. He said golf opera-
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to edge New York Post reporter Jeane
Parker, 449, in the race for a one-year
unexpired term. Mr. Gioia is vice-presi-
dent of finance and operations of a
$600-million public company.

Garwood voters passed both the $6.7-
million tax levy as well as a second
question to exceed the state’s 2 percent
cap on operating budgets. The tax levy
passed by a vote of 462 to 195, while
the second question, which sought to
exceed the spending cap by $134,744,
passed 428 to 227. The passage of both
questions will result in a tax increase of
$38 on a borough home assessed at
$100,000.

Incumbent Christine Guerriero and
Aaron Watkins were unopposed in their
bids for board seats. Board Vice-Presi-
dent Linda Koenig, with 50 votes, de-
feated 2010 BOE candidate Thomas
Evelina, 22 tallies, and Douglas Norrie,
8, in a write-in contest for the third open
BOE seat.
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School Elections
tions are now making money for the
county after running deficits.

“We thought we had a budget that
we could be very proud of. Given
what we were faced with and given
where we are, I am proud [of this
budget,]” he said.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Linden resident Joe Lindsey
said the county budget was $365 mil-
lion a few years ago. He said last year,
the county portion of his property
taxes increased $108.

“I want to know what kind of work
you’re doing to lower that $108,” Mr.
Lindsey said, adding that county taxes
comprise 16 percent of local prop-
erty-tax bills in Linden. With that
reasoning, he said his tax increase
should be $50, not $108. “It’s four
times the amount,” Mr. Lindsey said.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
the freeholder board has “the oppor-
tunity to actually say Union County
is spending too much money.”

“Union County is the third highest
tax-stressed county in the nation,”
said Mr. Paterson. “We can’t bear
these taxes anymore.” He said county
taxes have increased $140 million, or
94 percent, since 2000 while the over-
all county budget, including the open
space tax, has jumped 62 percent.

Mr. Devanney later responded that
as a portion of total revenues, at 60
percent Union County’s tax levy is
the fourth lowest of the 21 counties
in the state, noting the county has
worked hard to produce other rev-
enue sources.

Al Faella, director of the Depart-
ment of Recreation and Community
Renewal, said the county also is faced
with losing $6 million in the Com-
munity Development Block Grant
funds this year.

“It is very disturbing and it is very
distressing,” Mr. Faella said, noting
the program provides a “safety net”
for persons needing assistance, in-
cluding helping some homeowners
avoid foreclosure.

Scotch Plains Okays Plan ‘Just In
Case’ Shackamaxon CC is Sold

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council on Tuesday approved an ordi-
nance adopting a redevelopment plan that
provides for the future use of the
Shackamaxon Country Club and various
municipal properties in the downtown.

The governing body’s 3-2 party-line
vote to adopt the plan came after multiple
residents and Shackamaxon members
voiced concerns or outright opposition to
the plan, which Mayor Nancy Malool
said at several points during the two-hour
session was being enacted “in order to
protect 145 acres from becoming 100
houses some day.” She also emphasized
that as long as Shackamaxon is operated
as a golf course, the redevelopment plan
will not need to be implemented. “It’s
there ‘just in case,’” she said.

The need for the plan arose earlier in
the year when officials learned that the
facility was for sale and that buyers might
want to develop the property into resi-
dential housing. The plan envisions that,
in the event that Shackamaxon ceases to
operate as a golf course, each of three
sub-areas earlier designated by the coun-
cil as areas in need of rehabilitation –
namely the Shackamaxon property; the
downtown municipal properties includ-
ing the municipal building, the adjacent
parking lot and the library; and the public
works property on Plainfield Avenue –
could be redeveloped individually or to-
gether as part of a comprehensive rede-
velopment plan.

That would involve the transfer of cer-
tain municipal properties to a redevel-
oper for private development in exchange
for redevelopment of the entire
Shackamaxon property as a mixed-use
development, with 50 percent of that land
set aside in dedicated open space and the
other half developed for recreational
wellness, retail uses and residential dwell-
ings and municipal facilities.

Several residents spoke prior to the
council’s vote, with some seeming to fear
that the golf course’s operations would
be imminently affected by the adoption
of the plan or that Shackamaxon’s pend-
ing sale to RDC Golf Group, a New
Jersey-based golf management firm,
would be threatened. Jennifer Smith, an
attorney representing Shackamaxon in
its recently-filed lawsuit challenging the
designation of its property as an area in
need of rehabilitation, spoke to the coun-
cil. She called the redevelopment plan
“terribly vague” and said its formulation
was a “rushed process.”

Mayor Malool said the council faced
time constraints to formally designate the
properties and adopt a plan, since on May

5 a state law goes into effect that forbids
towns from rezoning property once a
development plan for that property has
been filed with local authorities.

Council members’ sentiments on Tues-
day mostly echoed what has been said at
earlier stages in the process. Democratic
councilmen Kevin Glover and Michael
Marcus voted against the plan, with Mr.
Glover calling it a “serious mistake.” Mr.
Marcus, besides criticizing the need for a
plan and saying it was not in the best
interests of the township, also decried the
legal fees that will be incurred by the
township as it defends the lawsuit filed in
response to the council’s actions.

The three Republicans on the council
reiterated their opinions that it was better
to have a plan in place in case
Shackamaxon ever ceases golf opera-
tions and sells to a developer. Deputy
Mayor Mary DePaola called the plan “an
insurance policy to maintain open space.”
Councilman William Vastine said the
council was “putting in place a protec-
tion” – “we have a way to control what
comes next.”

Town Administrator James Gildea
said he did not know but would find
out before next week’s meeting.

Mr. Gildea also advised the council
that his office received a request from
the Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC) for car shows in the parking
lot at the corner of North and Central
Avenues for Sunday, June 26, and
Sunday, September 18. While the
council agreed with both dates, it
would not grant the WNC’s request
for a rain date for the second car show
on September 25, as it would conflict
with the fall street fair.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky noted that
Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan passed the New Jersey State
Bar Exam. She previously was admit-
ted to the New York Bar.

The council went into closed ses-
sion at the end of the meeting to dis-
cuss Westfield Senior Citizen Hous-
ing lease negotiations and the builders
remedy lawsuit Sunnyside Senior
Housing vs. Town of Westfield re-
garding property on Springfield Av-
enue. For further information on these
issues please see goleader.com/
11apr28 and goleader.com/11apr21.
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Courtesy of Dan Sullivan
IN REMEMBRANCE…Scotch Plains First Responders stand at attention as a
piece of steel from the World Trade Center arrives during a ceremony in Scotch
Plains on Saturday, in which the steel was presented to the township. On
September 11, 2011, the township will dedicate a monument on the Alan Augus-
tine Village Green to both the victims and the survivors of 9/11. The monument
will be built using World Trade Center steel.
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heard of other districts doing the
same through his years of experi-
ence. Mr. Yaniro responded that
while it was a common practice for
districts to re-appoint the same
people year after year if a district is
happy with their services, there are
districts that go through a re-bid-
ding process for security reasons.

In other business, Board member
Ginny Leiz announced that the policy
committee has agreed to start a pilot
program for a district Facebook page
as a summer project. Mrs. Leiz said
the committee has agreed to have
board members only be a part of the
summer program and that they were
looking into having just a profile page.

At the close of the meeting resi-
dent Steve Gold stated that he did
not agree with recent statements
made by board members that sup-
porting the school budget was sup-
porting the students of Westfield.
He noted that people could question
how a district utilizes their money
and still be in support of the stu-
dents. He concluded by saying “I
hope people can look at the elephant
in the room and that is whoever
negotiated contracts with the W.E.A.
(Westfield Education Association.)”

The next BOE meeting will be
held on Tuesday, May 17, at
Tamaques School at a time yet to be
determined.

Garwood BOE Swears
In Members

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education board secretary John Bolil
administered the oath of office to the
newly elected board members at Tuesday
night’s BOE meeting:. Sworn in were
Christine Guerriero and Aaron Watkins.
Linda Koenig was sworn in prior to the
meeting. Each was sworn in for three-
year terms.

The board nominated and voted in
veteran Adele Lewis again as president,
Susan Groning as vice-president, and Ms.
Guerriero as representative to the Clark
BOE. The board also nominated Ms.
Koenig as representative for the Union
County School Boards Association.

In other news, the board was met with
a concern by Garwood resident Dana
Maher, whose sons attend Lincoln school.

Dana. Maher and her husband, Gary
Maher, wanted to know why the fourth-
grade class was not permitted to go outside
during the lunch period. Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley defended the
district’s decision by saying the issue was
not an issue of overcrowding, but that she
was simply creating a rotation so that there
was a good system of organized play for
school children. Ms. Quigley assured Mr.
and Mrs. Maher that there was no over-
crowding issue and that a rotation was
being worked on for the lunch period,
switching from outdoors to the gym. The
board entered into executive session to
discuss these matters further.


