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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SPRING FLING...A young lady enjoys a ride at Westfield’s Spring Fling held April 30 in downtown Westfield. Hundreds
from around the area came out to enjoy the food, fun and folly the dozens of vendors had to offer.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BOE VICTORY...It was all smiles at the election night party held at The Office in
Westfield on April 27 after the results for the Westfield Board of Education were
announced. The three candidates elected to the board were Rosanne Kurstedt,
Mark Friedman and incumbent Ann Cary. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr.
Friedman, Mrs. Cary, BOE President Julia Walker and Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RIDE ’EM, COWGIRL...Christina Maurillo rides a mechanical bull at the
Tamaques School Spring Fling held at the Westfield Armory April 29. Proceeds
from the event will benefit the Soldier Family Readiness Group and instructional
technology at Tamaques School. See goleader.com/photos

Courtesy of Mark Harbaugh
TERRORIST TOPPLED...Thousands gathered outside the White House Sunday
night and into Monday to celebrate the death of Osama bin Laden. Taking part
in the celebration were Westfield High School (WHS) graduates Will and Mark
Harbaugh.  Pictured, left to right, are: Will Harbaugh (WHS Class of 2007), Tyler
Marshall and Mark Harbaugh (WHS Class of 2005).

School Budgets Pass in Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood, SP-FW

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — School budgets in
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood passed last
Wednesday. Voters also selected new
members to their local school boards.
Countywide, 18 of 20 school budgets
passed. Only budgets in Linden and
Rahway were defeated. Turnout ranges
from 20 to 22 percent in this newspaper’s
coverage area, but only 13 percent
countywide.

In Westfield, the district’s $83-mil-
lion tax levy passed 2,433 to 1,679. The
budget passed in 12 of the town’s poll-
ing locations, only being defeated in
Ward 2, District 5 at Wilson School;
Ward 3, District 1 at the Westfield Res-
cue Squad polling location and Ward 4,
District 5 at Jefferson School.

The levy will fund a total budget of
$91.9 million. Taxes on a home as-
sessed at $184,000 will increase by
$171.

In the race for three open seats on the
school board, Rosanne Kurstedt was
the top vote getter with 2,088 tallies,
followed by Mark Friedman, 1,875,
and incumbent Ann Cary, 1,359. Ms.
Cary was reelected by 125
votes over fourth-place fin-
isher Keith Hertell, with
1,234. Finishing out the
field was Joseph Miceli,
1,225; Jennifer Silva,
1,078, and Karym Hoens,
926.

Ms. Kurstedt, an adjunct
professor in Fordham
University’s Masters in
Literacy Teaching Pro-
gram, and Mr. Friedman, a
licensed Certified Public
Accountant who now runs his own e-
commerce and digital marketing firm,
will replace Gary McCready and Alice
Hunnicutt, both of whom did not seek
reelection.

“I am so excited. I couldn’t have
done it without the help of my friends
and neighbors, people who I met on the
campaign,” Ms. Kurstedt said. “I am

really looking forward to jumping right
in and getting started on moving things
forward and getting to know the other
board members, and doing what I can
to make our schools the best that they
can possibly be for our kids. Teaching
them learning excellence.”

Speaking on the passage of the
Westfield school budget, BOE Presi-

dent Julia Walker said the
vote was “decisive.”

“For me it reaffirms the
fact that taxpayers and par-
ents in Westfield not only
support the education but
recognize that it is a prior-
ity in this town,” Mrs.
Walker said. “And we are
all very fortunate that the
budget continues to pass
even in these economic
times.”

Adding on to that, Mrs.
Cary said she was “thrilled that the
budget passed and I am thrilled that we
will have all programs for the kids
because that’s what it’s all about.”

“I want to thank the Westfield com-
munity for giving me another opportu-
nity [to serve],” Mrs. Cary said.

Voters in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Rosanne Kurstedt
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County Reconfigures Budget
After N.J. Disallows $5.7 Mil.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday introduced
an amended county budget of $482
million after the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
disallowed $5.7 million of revenues
projected in the county’s initial spend-
ing plan. The tax levy will remain at
$291.2 million, a $13.8-million, or
4.9-percent, increase over last year.

Among those revenues rejected
were $2.5 million from a drug reha-
bilitation program, Delaney Hall in
Newark, for Union County jail in-
mates; $2 million from an extension
of a Union County Utilities Author-
ity (UCUA) lease with Covanta En-
ergy for the Union County Resource
Recovery Facility in Rahway, the
county’s waste to energy garbage in-
cinerator, and a reduction of $170,000
in realty transfer fees for a new figure
of $2.8 million. In addition, the county
clerk’s office’s revenue stream was
reduced $440,000 to $1.7 million.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
county is anticipating state approval
of the UCUA-Covanta lease by June
1. Finance Director Larry Caroselli
said the state’s Local Finance Board
must approve the UCUA lease before
the county can include that $2 mil-
lion as revenue.

In addition, the county had to in-
crease the appropriation of parks
maintenance salaries and wages by
$2 million to $2.7 million, with this
appropriation to be offset by revenue

from the Open Space Recreation and
Historic Trust Fund.

To close the revenue gap, the county
is adding another $700,000 for a total
of $18.7 million of surplus funds,
$2.4 million from the Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Trust Fund,
and an additional $480,000 from re-
imbursement funds for housing state
inmates at the county jail, for a total
of $980,000. Mr. Caroselli said the
county’s remaining surplus would be
reduced to $3.8 million.

“This is not the budget we envi-
sioned this year,” County Manager
George Devanney responded. “We
knew and we saw what was coming
from the state. What we didn’t see,
quite honestly, was a $10-million re-
duction in revenues which directly
impacted this budget.”

He said the county’s two 24/7 fa-
cilities, Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal and the county jail, were impacted
the most by state funding cuts. The
state’s reimbursement for prisoners
housed at the county jail has gone
from $4 million to $1 million, while
the Medicaid reimbursement rate at
Runnells was changed last year,
“thereby creating another seven-and-
a-half-million gap that we had to
fill,” Mr. Devanney stated.

The county manager said without
the $10-million revenue shortfall, the
county tax levy increase could con-
ceivably have been $3.8 million over
2010 instead of $13.8 million. He
said that would have resulted in a 1.4-

Westfield Council Reviews Town
Development, Property Issues

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council meet-
ing, Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst, who also serves as Chairman
of the Code Review Town Property
Committee, briefed the council on
his committee’s work.

He told the council that his com-
mittee did discuss the Senior Citi-
zens Housing Corporation lease is-
sue, but would discuss the issue of a
request to purchase town property
further during closed session.

Councilman Foerst reported that
the committee was approached by a

Cranford resident for a Purple Heart
memorial at the cost of $6,700. He
said that the town would be denying
the request as it “appeared more to be
a sale presentation” and that as sev-
eral projects have been presented and
completed by Eagle Scouts, he be-
lieves these types of projects should
be more focused on Westfield.

The committee is also monitoring
the Township of Scotch Plains’ des-
ignation of Shackamaxon Golf
Course as an “area in need of redevel-
opment.” The course is currently in
the process of being sold and the
Township of Scotch Plains is using
the designation in hopes of prevent-

ing residential development. Mr.
Foerst told the council that the town
of Westfield owns property within
200 feet of the site, and while the
town does not intend to “interject
ourselves” into the business of an-
other town it is “prudent that our
committee monitor that.”

The committee will not be moving
forward with a request that the town
develop an ordinance regarding va-
cant buildings. Councilman Foerst
said that after examining the issue the
“committee is not prepared to add
another layer of government” citing
the need for additional staff and funds
in order to enforce a new ordinance.
He said that there are two recent
incidents with properties on
Cowperthwaite and New Street where
the town has been able to enforce the
existing property maintenance code,
which is “proof that the code in place
works.”

Additionally, the committee is
working on reviewing and potentially
revising the town’s current ordinance
regulating the placement of cellular
towers and antennas. He said that
while it is important that town com-
ply with federal laws that require the
town to “provide opportunity” for
cell towers to be placed, there are
controls the town can put in place to
regulate the location of antennas, the
quantity in a single location and the
size and height.

At next week’s council meeting
there will be a resolution to authorize
the mayor to enter into a develop-
ment agreement with Michael
Mahoney for a subdivision on Fourth
Avenue. The planning board approved
the five-property subdivision.

Also at next week’s public meet-
ing, the council will vote on a resolu-
tion allowing the Chief Financial
Officer to repay “overpaid taxes for
the year 2009 pursuant to a judgment
of the Union County Tax Board” in
the amount of $21,654.65 to the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey
for their property at 215 East Grove
Street. Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that while he under-
stood this was the result of a tax
appeal, he wanted to know if the
property was now “tax exempt.”

Westfield BOE Elects Walker
as Pres., Mattessich as VP

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Board of Edu-
cation on Tuesday night welcomed
its newest members, Mark Friedman
and Roseanne Kurstedt, fresh off their
April 27 School Election victories.
Ann Cary, who was reelected to a
third term, was not in attendance.
The board also reelected Julie Walker
as board president and selected Rich-
ard Mattessich as vice-president.

Mr. Friedman read a statement
thanking Westfield voters for their
support. He stated, “I am very hon-
ored to have been selected by the
voters of Westfield to serve on this
board of education. I have learned a
lot over these last 11 weeks about our
school district and am eager to con-
tribute towards the on-going devel-
opment of the Westfield schools.”

In his statement Mr. Friedman
thanked all of the candidates who ran
in the election and asks the Westfield
residents “please let us know how we
are doing and become even more
engaged than you might already be.
We need your ideas and suggestions
and, most of all, we need your contin-
ued interest.”

In a similar statement, Ms. Kurstedt
stated that she too was thankful to the
Westfield residents and that she too
encourages involvement in the school
district.

Interim Board Secretary Vincent
Yaniro was re-appointed and he was
also appointed as the interim custo-
dian of records as well as the interim
public agency compliance officer for
the enforcement of Affirmative Ac-
tion procedures in awarding public
contracts. Liy-Huei L. Tsai was ap-
pointed as the treasurer of school
moneys for the 2011-2012 school
year.

In other business, a motion was
unanimously passed to have the policy
committee, and the board at-large,
look at possibly adopting a policy re-
bid every few years on sub-contracted
individuals who provide a service to
the district. Board member David
Finn suggested that these service pro-
viders such as Environmental
Remediation Management Inc., or
Legal or architectural and engineer
services go through a bidding pro-
cess every three to five years.

Mr. Finn asked Mr. Yaniro if he has
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


