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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Limitless”
Psst - This is Good Stuff

3and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

It’s too bad Dr. Timothy Leary isn’t
around to lend us his perspective on
director Neil Burger’s “Limitless,”
about a writer who experiments with
the ultimate mind-expanding drug and
the inevitable side effects that make
for the death-defying adventure of
his life. However, in the doc’s ab-
sence, and having also lived through
the ‘60s, I will try my best.

Splendidly adapted from Alan
Glynn’s novel, “The Dark Fields,” by
Leslie Dixon, the story first intro-
duces us to Bradley Cooper’s Eddie
Morra, the guy once thought most
likely to succeed, but who hasn’t. In
fact, the young scribe is pretty much
on the skids: no money, given the
gate by his gal, and not even one page
written of that redemptive novel.

Perhaps he wasn’t destined to be
among that elite group of folks who,
by getting hold of the brass ring,
inspire us think we could do the same.
But not so fast to write him off, for
Horatio Alger does indeed ride to at
least a temporary rescue. It comes in
the form of a little magic pill. An old
saw, back in the fairy tale days they
called it a potion.

Same thing. But whereas, accord-
ing to Grace Slick’s advisory in The
Jefferson Airplane’s “White Rabbit,”
one pill makes you larger and one
makes you small, in this case the
translucent orb Eddie receives from a
sleazy but high-priced drug dealer
makes you smarter, and then some.
Like, you now use all of your brain,
and not just 20 percent of it.

Credit director Burger and his FX
folks with making real the concept.
For it stands to reason that without a
similar dosage of the stuff, we
couldn’t begin to imagine the expo-
nential brainpower that represents.
Guilty thrills admitted, it all leads to
one heck of a roller coaster ride into
the realm of heightened intelligence.
But don’t try this at home.

Certainly the most imaginative and
philosophically erudite fictionaliza-
tion on the topic since William Hurt
submerged himself in the experimen-
tations of “Altered States” (1980),
the fantasy is exhilarating. And it’s
heartening, at long last, to employ
that most overused adjective, awe-
some, without it proving a monoto-
nous exaggeration. Totally.

This should shine Bradley Cooper’s
star, if not earn him an Oscar nomina-
tion. His transitions, starting with the
move from failed writer to Wall Street
pundit, represent a quantum leap that
he handles with winning aplomb. His
work opposite Robert De Niro, who

smartly portrays financial mogul Carl
Van Loon, certifies his thespic ascen-
dancy.

Like a sports team inspired by its
star player’s lead, several supporting
actors pick up on the energy. Abbie
Cornish is suitably credible as Lindy,
the on again, off again love interest;
Andrew Howard is frighteningly stel-
lar as Gennady, the Russian loan shark
who wants into Eddie’s stash; and
Johnny Whitworth is an appropri-
ately creepy pusher.

But lest this vicarious journey to
full actualization goes to our heads,
please note we are dealing with drugs.
And as such, we as well as our pro-
tagonist must be prepared for the
downside, the side effects, the quickly
pronounced heeding after the com-
mercial informs how great some Rx
performs. Remember, call an M.D. if
experiencing suicidal thoughts.

Without giving too much away, I’ll
only tell you that Eddie finishes his
novel in record time before coming
face-to-face with two major forms of
repercussion. First, there’s the with-
drawal. Think your first bona fide
hangover multiplied by infinity. And
then there’s the sort of characters
you’ll have to sully yourself with in
order to stay high and mighty.

Voila, filmmaker Burger succeeds
in combining a highly theoretical
concept with trenchantly engaging
action and seat-edged suspense. Add
a subtext about American greed and
insider trading, then venture how all
these ingredients might affect an al-
ready tenuous love affair, and the
only thing more you could ask for is
free popcorn and soda.

At its purest, elemental level, the
film iterates a classic, cautionary tale
about substance abuse reminiscent of
the metaphoric intelligence imparted
in Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Strange
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.” Of
course here there’s a modern twist, a
well-conceived and visionary trea-
tise on human potential that’s sure to
titillate the synapses.

Call me a crazy optimist. I think we
might even be able to fly, without
having to grow wings. However, for
those who couldn’t care less for hy-
potheses about what our gray matter
might be capable of, note there’s much
violence and venal derring-do to
please the more viscerally inclined.
As a result, both camps will agree
“Limitless” is really far out.

***
“Limitless,” rated PG-13, is a Rela-

tivity Media release directed by Neil
Burger and stars Bradley Cooper,
Robert De Niro and Abbie Cornish.
Running time: 105 minutes

Continuo Arts Symophonic
Chorus to Perform at Vatican

SUMMIT – The Continuo Arts
Foundation choruses will travel to
Rome next week to perform at the
first Festival Internazionale Di Arte
Per Giovani Musicisti. The youth
festival is an expansion of one of the
world’s most prestigious festivals,
the annual Festival Di Musica E Arte
Sacra.

Included among the ensembles for
the inaugural concert is the Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child Ensemble,
directed by Ruby Robertson-Knox.
Noted for their quality of musical
education, the chorus participated
with Continuo in the past at such
venues as Carnegie Hall, and locally
at “Christmas Time in the City”.

The Continuo Arts Singers repre-
sent various local communities, in-
cluding Summit, Short Hills, Berke-
ley Heights and Westfield. The local
contingent will be joined in Rome by
Roma Incanto, a long-established
chorus specializing in Patestrina and
other Renaissance and Baroque mu-
sic, and directed by Fabio Avolio.

Samantha Donohue, a 14-year old
pianist of Summit, was selected from
outstanding pianists across the coun-
try to make her debut at the festival.
She will perform selections by

Debussy and Chopin. Samantha has
also emerged as a rising star at com-
petitions presented by The National
Music Educator’s Association, the
Piano Teacher’s Society of America,
and the Florence Boughton Competi-
tion.

The Festival concert takes place on
Tuesday, March 29, in the Basilica
St. Ignatius di Loyola, and is con-
ducted by Candace Wicke. The
Continuo Arts Symphonic Chorus
will perform Missa Brevis in C Mi-
nor by Imant Raminsh. Featured so-
loists are Lizzie Borowiec and Kelsey
Evenson. Additional Roman concerts
include High Mass at St. Peter’s Ba-
silica in Vatican City, and a concert in
the 13th century Basilica di San
Francesco in Assisi.

Since its inception in 2007, Ms.
Wicke has brought Continuo Arts to
the attention of the international mu-
sic world in Europe, as well as in the
New York and New Jersey area. Un-
der her baton, Ms. Wicke premiered
Stephen Edward’s “Requiem for my
Mother” at Carnegie Hall, and its
European premiere in Rome in 2008.

Additionally, the Continuo Arts
Treble Chorus presented “Sounds of
Music” and premiered “Hope,” com-
posed by Gary Fry in Carnegie Hall.
Other venues have included perfor-
mances with the Andre Rieu Johann
Strauss Orchestra in Atlantic City. In
addition to local concerts, Continuo
Arts has initiated “Seniors Sing” for
older adults with the Summit Com-
munity Programs. There are now cho-
ral programs offered for all ages,
from six to past 60.

For more information contact
Catharine Layton

at catharine@continuoarts.org or
(908) 264-5324.

A Kaleidoscope of Courses at
the WF Summer Workshop
WESTFIELD - A selection of 65

course offerings awaits area students
who are seeking a fun-filled and ex-
citing summer experience at the
Westfield Summer Workshop
(WSW).

Among those choices are classes
in the Kaleidoscope Department.
There are separate courses for vari-
ous age levels in Chess I, where stu-
dents will learn the basics of this
classic game, while Chess II, for
grades fourth through sixth, will teach
advanced strategies.

The popular CSI: Westfield class,
for grades fourth through sixth or
sixth through eighth, will combine
the participants’ interest in science
and mystery as they become part of
an investigative team.

This department also contains the
Exploring Science course, for grades
second and third, which works with
simple experiments. In a new offer-
ing for grades fourth through sixth,
called Science Mysteries, the chil-
dren use problem solving and critical
thinking skills and work together to
solve interactive mysteries and in-
vestigate mysterious phenomena.

Another addition to the Kaleido-
scope Department this year is Strat-
egy Games, for grades fifth through
eighth. Students will experience the
challenge and excitement of the lat-
est strategy games, which will test
one’s decision making and tactical
skills. Participants will learn team
strategies and simulate world situa-
tions.

The extremely popular cooking
courses, Little Chefs, for grades sec-
ond and third, and Gourmet Kids, for
grades fourth through sixth, continue
to teach children techniques in food
preparation, using tantalizing recipes.

 Kaleidoscope is one of the many
departments of the WSW, which in-
cludes Arts and Crafts, Communica-
tions, Dance and Movement, Drama,
Music, and separate pre-kindergar-
ten, kindergarten and first grade
classes.

 The program also includes the
Summer Stage Theater, for aspiring
actors in grades sixth though 12,
which will present the jukebox musi-
cal Leader of the Pack: The Ellie
Greenwich Story. No audition is nec-
essary to be part of this lively produc-
tion of 1960’s rock ‘n’ roll music.
There are many roles to showcase all
talents and ability levels.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
will be held at Edison Intermediate
School, from June 29 until July 29,
from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. A
7:30 a.m. early morning drop is op-
tional, as well as a late pick-up in
conjunction with the Westfield
YMCA Afternoon Adventures pro-
gram.

Degreed and/or certified teachers,
experienced performers and profes-
sional artists comprise the staff of the
WSW. Most faculty members have
advanced degrees in their fields of
expertise. A registered nurse is also
in attendance during regular Work-
shop hours.

To celebrate the 40th season of the
WSW, this summer’s program will
include drawings for tuition dis-
counts, special guests and raffle
prizes.

To request the WSW brochure, call
(908) 518-1551, or visit the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts studios
at 150-152 East Broad Street. Addi-
tional information and the brochure
are available online at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Artists Needed for Inaugural “Art in
the Cafe” Art Show and Sale

BERKELEY HEIGHTS - Area art-
ists are cordially invited to participate
in the Inaugural Art Show and Sale,
“Art in the Cafe” to be held on Satur-
day, May 21 at Governor Livingston
High School located at 175 Watchung
Boulevard.

Artists specializing in all genres are
welcome to exhibit and/or sell their
works, including painting, pastel, wa-
tercolor, graphics, photography, mixed
media, sculpture and fine arts, includ-
ing ceramics, glass, pottery, ceramics,
jewelry and wood.

The fee to exhibit is $50, and space
is limited. Artists or their representa-
tives must be present at the event to set

up, and handle all sales. Deadline for
registration is Saturday, April 30.

This event is an excellent opportu-
nity for artists new to the area to net-
work and meet other artists; for well
established artists to promote their
galleries, studios or commissioned
services; for local art associations to
attract new members and gain expo-
sure for their organizations, and for
new artists to gain experience exhibit-
ing, showing, and selling their work.

The show and sale will benefit
Project Graduation 2011. Project
Graduation is an annual off-site, all
night event providing Governor
Livingston seniors with a safe envi-
ronment to celebrate their graduation
with food, music and games. It is
sponsored by the Governor Livingston
PTO, and made possible by the gener-
ous support of private donations from
parents and community fundraisers.

Please email Linda Beaudry
Condrillo at lcondrillo@comcast.net
for an application or information, or
call (908) 232-1106.

These hand-wrought bracelets by Beth
Benowich of Ardsley, N.Y. will be avail-
able at the Arts and Craft Show at the
Armory April 9-10.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROCKIN’ THE HOUSE...Bobby Skeleton and the Watermelon Smashers, a local
high school band, rocked the house last Friday at the Westfield Community
Center’s “Battle of the Bands,” held to raise funds for the center.

Pianist to Perform at
Mid-Day Musicale

WESTFIELD - Internationally ac-
claimed pianist Ron Levy will per-
form Wednesday, April 6 at the next
Mid-Day Musicale held at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield.
These free, half-hour noon concerts
are presented in the church sanctuary,
125 Elmer Street, and are followed by
an optional luncheon for $7.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

Artist Framer to
Host Art Exhibit
CRANFORD - The Artist Framer

will present The Contemporary Art
Group in an exhibit beginning April 8
through May 24. Twenty-seven artists
from  North Central Jersey will show
recent work in various media including
oils, acrylics, watercolor, photography
and ceramic sculpture.

The Contemporary Art Group en-
joys a special relationship with The
Artist Framer. The gallery has hosted
the group for the past three years,
handled the artists’ framing needs, and
presented demonstrations on all as-
pects of framing.

The opening reception will be held
on Friday, April 15, from 6 to 8 p.m. All
are welcome to attend.

The Artist Framer is located in the
purple building at 17 North Avenue
East. Gallery hours are Monday through
Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursday 10
a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.; closed Sundays.

For more information on the Con-
temporary Art group visit
contemporaryartgroup.org; for infor-
mation on the Artist Framer visit
artistframer.com.

most to connect with their audience.
The group’s vocals were crisp for the
most part, and they used them to actu-
ally speak with the audience and build
some rapport before starting with
“Angst” a Blink-182-esque rocker. In
between songs, the band took time to
announce the loss of a “significant
band member- our goldfish,” a light
touch that was greatly appreciated.
The ease and humor the band had
worked well with their hard songs,
pushing them past the vocal problems.
The highlight was their final song,

which among the guitars, threw in the
rhymes from Dr. Suess’s “Green Eggs
and Ham.”

After all the bands performed, the
winners were announced: Blue Side
Down, 1st; Aaron Rubin, 2nd, and
Bobby Skeleton, 3rd. Regardless of
the winners, this was an event that
allowed the young bands of Westfield
to show what they could do for a good
cause. Mr. Marvin stated that he would
like to hold this event twice a year.
This may be the start of a fine new
Westfield tradition.
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High School Bands

‘Blank Canvas Benefit’
Celebrates 5th Anniversary
SUMMIT – This year marks

the fifth anniversary of the Vi-
sual Arts Center of New
Jersey’s signature fundraising
event, the Blank Canvas Ben-
efit and Silent Auction, to be
held on Saturday, April 2. A
VIP reception and tour will be
held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
general admittance from 7:30
to 11 p.m.

The Blank Canvas Benefit
is part of the three-day For
Art’s Sake Weekend that also
includes a tour of the private
homes of two noted contem-
porary art collectors on Friday,
April 1, and a free Open House featur-
ing art workshops, Latin music and
dance, and kid-friendly fare on Sun-
day, April 3.

All event proceeds will support
the Art Center’s education programs,
exhibitions and outreach initiatives.
Full details may be found on the Art
Center’s web site at artcenternj.org.

For this year’s Benefit, blank can-
vases measuring 16” x 20” were sent
to over 100 artists around the coun-
try to create original artwork espe-
cially for the event. Artists were
asked to “think big” in honor of the
anniversary: A “big” canvas with
“big” ideas becomes a work of art
with “big” impact.

Attendees will enjoy hors
d’oeuvres from David Ellis Cater-
ing, fine wines and festive cocktails
featuring Belvedere Vodka, and craft
beers from Trap Rock Brewery as

Barbara Friedman’s Couple on Yellow,
2009 - Oil on Linen.

This gold, garnet and diamond ring by
Kat Gannon of Bridgeton will be of-
fered at the Fine Art and Crafts
Westfield Armory Show on April 9-10.

they bid on one-of-a-kind works of
art.

Tickets for the Blank Canvas Ben-
efit are $150 or $300 for VIP and
may be purchased online, or at the
Art Center’s reception desk.

Recognized for excellence, the Art
Center’s educational programs serve
school districts and a range of ser-
vice providers whose programming
has been greatly diminished or elimi-
nated due to budget cuts. Each year
over 3,500 K-12 students and an
additional 1,000 children and adults
with special needs benefit from these
programs. Since its inception in
2005, For Art’s Sake has netted over
$625,000 to support arts education.

The Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey is located at 68 Elm Street in
Summit. For more information call
(908) 273-9121 ext. 17, or email
bruce@artcenternj.org.

Meet and Greet
With Author of
Children’s Book
WESTFIELD - The Town Book

Store will host a Meet and Greet
with Daniel Guttman, author of the
children’s book, “The Passover Zoo
Seder” on Saturday, April 2, from 2
to 4 p.m.

There’s mayhem at the zoo this
year. Passover is coming, but the
zoo animals cannot find a Haggadah
that is not too worn to read. Thank-
fully, Shai Elephant remembers the
Exodus story and assigns lines to
each animal.

Every creature is eager to baah,
laugh, whinney, and or bray its part.
Everyone has a role, from the lion’s
great big “Ma-Roar!” to help from
the vultures to finish off the meal.
Written to be read aloud, this fanci-
ful, rhyming romp through the
Pesach tradition is filled with tongue
twisters, alliteration, and onomato-
poeia. An extensive glossary, word
search, and crossword puzzle com-
plete the celebration.

Meet Mr. Guttman, a Westfield
resident, at The Town Book Store
located at 270 East Broad Street
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets).

If you are unable to attend this
event, feel free to call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.


