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Cranford Struggles with Budget,
Expenses, Revenue Shortfalls

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee continues to wrestle with
the 2011 municipal budget, as the
municipal government faces tax and
spending cap restrictions, a minus-
cule level of surplus funds and the
possibility of layoffs.

The governing body has held sev-
eral special meetings to address the
budget, with another one set for next
week, and Mayor Daniel Aschenbach
said at Tuesday’s committee meeting
that he thought “we are turning a
corner.” He said there were ‘signs
we’re moving in the right direction,”
and added that the committee’s “ma-
jor objective” is a budget “with the
lowest tax rate possible while main-
taining services.”

The committee started its budget
discussions facing an unexpectedly
small amount of surplus funds,
$58,000, versus the approximately
$1 million that had been projected
late last year. Commissioner Edward
O’Malley said on Tuesday that a large
factor in the reduced surplus was the
large number of property tax appeals
filed, something not unexpected in
an economic downturn. To that end,
the committee this week introduced
$521,000 bond ordinance whose pro-
ceeds will be used to help defray
some of the surplus shortfall that has
resulted from the high number of tax
appeals. The public hearing on that
ordinance will be held on April 12.

In what Mayor Aschenbach called
“another item to close the budget gap
we have,” the committee passed an
ordinance raising fees charged to
Cranford’s larger sewer users. Mr.
O’Malley said the objective was to
have those larger entities “pay a larger
share of the town’s sewer costs.”

Later in the meeting, members of
the committee engaged with each
other and with several residents about
the financial status of the municipal-
owned parking garage at Cranford
Crossing, with Mayor Aschenbach
saying the committee’s 2001 approval
of the development was preferable to
a potentially costly litigation that may
have resulted in the alternative.

There was also some discussion
about the status of the property that
formerly housed the Solomon
Schechter building and was purchased
by the township last year. Mayor
Aschenbach said a committee is pres-
ently looking into the best use of the
land while cautioning that, in light of
the township’s financial constraints,
he “cannot back spending” any town-
ship funds on trying to secure state
Green Acres loans for the site. Fur-
thermore, he noted, that the munici-
pal government owes the former prop-
erty owner about $100,000 due to a
successful tax appeal.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Alex Heucke and Evan Brown were
honored by the township committee
for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America. Police Chief
Eric Mason also honored four recent
retirees from his department: Capt.
Jerome Andrews, communications of-
ficer Diane Chilson, Sgt. Michael Dow
and Officer Donald Zsak. The commit-
tee also saluted the Sunny Acres Civic
and Improvement Association on the
70th anniversary of its founding.

Program to Cast Spotlight
On N.J. Civil War Figures

CRANFORD – The 150th anni-
versary of the beginning of the Ameri-
can Civil War takes place in April
2011. In recognition of this historic
milestone, the Civil War Sesquicen-
tennial Committee of the Cranford
Historical Society and the Cranford
Public Library will present a pro-
gram about New Jersey and the Civil
War on Wednesday, April 6, at 7:30
p.m. It will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

Joseph G. Bilby, editor of the re-
cently published “New Jersey Goes
to War: Biographies of 150 New
Jerseyans Caught Up in the Struggle
of the Civil War, including Soldiers,
Civilians, Men, Women, Heroes,

Scoundrels – and a Heroic Horse,”
will present a PowerPoint® program
based on the book.

“New Jersey Goes to War” contains
biographies of a cross-section of New
Jersey’s Civil War generation, both fa-
mous and obscure, whose lives were
affected by the conflict and the events
surrounding it. Mr. Bilby will tell the
stories of such colorful and varied per-
sonalities as eccentric airship inventor
Solomon Andrews, courageous nurse
Cornelia Hancock, who was initially
thought too pretty to care for wounded
soldiers; Lieutenant Alexander
Hamilton, a scoundrel who absconded
with Jersey City’s treasury after the
war; J. Madison Drake of Elizabeth,
who won the Medal of Honor, and First
Sergeant George Ashby, an African-
American and the last surviving New
Jersey Civil War veteran. Copies of
“New Jersey Goes to War” will be
available for purchase and for signing.

Mr. Bilby received his Bachelor of
Arts and Master of Arts degrees in
history from Seton Hall University
and served overseas as a U.S. Army
officer in Vietnam. He is assistant
curator of the National Guard Militia
Museum of New Jersey in Sea Girt,
as well as a trustee of the New Jersey
Civil War Heritage Association. Mr.
Bilby has authored and edited a dozen
books on New Jersey and Civil War
history.

Admission to the program will be
free and all are welcome. Funding for
the program has been made possible
by a HEART Grant from the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs.

College’s $69-Mil. Budget
Includes $22 Mil. From UC
CRANFORD – Union County Presi-

dent Margaret McMenamin announced
the Board of School Estimate has se-
cured $22 million in county funding for
UCC’s upcoming academic year in
support of UCC’s $69-million budget.

Of the total amount from the county,
$12 million was earmarked for op-
erations and $10 million was estab-
lished as rehabilitation funding in-
cluding $2.9 million for the Lessner
Building on the Elizabeth Campus
and improvements to the Cranford
Campus. The county has also bud-
geted an additional $375,000 for the
freeholders scholarship program.

Of the total budget, $44.8-million
is supported through tuition with state
allocation listed at $9.7 million a
decrease of $800,000 from last year’s
$10.5 million as listed in UCC’s 2010
audit. UCC has a capital outlay bud-
get for 2011-2012 of $18.6 million.

The budget includes a tuition increase
of $9 per credit hour and general fee
increases of $2.75 per credit hour. The
current tuition rate is $109 per credit
hour for Union County residents and
$218 for out-of-county residents.The
school has 9,929 full-time students.

Ms. McMenamin was joined by
five Union County College students
who spoke to the members of the
Board of School Estimate.

“These students are living testa-
ments to the great support Union
County College receives from our
freeholders,” Ms. McMenamin said.

The Board of School Estimate is
comprised of Union County  Free-
holder members, Chairman Deborah
Scanlon, Vice-Chair Al Mirabella,

and Freeholder Daniel Sullivan. Rep-
resenting Union County College were
Board of Trustee Chairman Victor
Richel and Trustee Frank Bolden.

Also in attendance were alternates
to the Board of School Estimate,
Union County College Trustees Wil-
son Londono and George Castro.

Passport Fair in GW
GARWOOD — The Garwood Post

Office will host a  Passport event on
Saturday, April 9,  from 10 a.m. until
1 p.m. to provide Passport informa-
tion to U.S. citizens and to accept
Passport applications.  The Post Of-
fice is joining the Department of
State in celebrating Passport Day in
the USA 2011, a national Passport
acceptance and outreach event.

U.S. citizens must present a valid
Passport book when entering or
re-entering the United States by
air. U.S. citizens entering the
United States from Canada,
Mexico, the Caribbean and Ber-
muda at land borders and sea ports
of entry must present a Passport
book, Passport card, or other travel
documents approved by the U.S.
government.

Information on the cost and how to
apply for a U.S. passport is available at
travel.state.gov. U.S. citizens may also
obtain Passport information by phone,
in English and Spanish, by calling the
National Passport Information Center
toll-free at 1-877-487-2778.

The Garwood Post Office is
ilocated at 202 Center Street.

Artist Framer to
Host Art Exhibit
CRANFORD - The Artist Framer

will present The Contemporary Art
Group in an exhibit beginning April 8
through May 24. Twenty-seven art-
ists from  North Central Jersey will
show recent work in various media
including oils, acrylics, watercolor,
photography and ceramic sculpture.

The Contemporary Art Group en-
joys a special relationship with The
Artist Framer. The gallery has hosted
the group for the past three years,
handled the artists’ framing needs,
and presented demonstrations on all
aspects of framing.

The opening reception will be held
on Friday, April 15, from 6 to 8 p.m.
All are welcome to attend.

The Artist Framer is located in the
purple building at 17 North Avenue
East. Gallery hours are Monday
through Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Thursday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; closed Sundays.

For more information on the Con-
temporary Art group visit
contemporaryartgroup.org; for infor-
mation on the Artist Framer visit
artistframer.com.

Cranford/Garwood News

** Notice to Cranford, Garwood Residents **
Cranford or Garwood organizations desiring to

have their news published in The Westfield
Leader, please put in story form and e-mail to

community@goleader.com

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com


